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Abstract 

 
Charles Lockhart, Jr. 

Springfield African-American History Foundation Project 
 

 

Biographical Information and Synopsis:  Charles Lockhart, Jr. was born on January 

10th, 1927.  He attended Lincoln Grade School and Feitshans High School.  He discusses 

learning to play the saxophone and playing in the school band in high school, as well as 

playing in the Springfield Colored Municipal Band, which was founded by his friend, 

Josh Douglas. He talks about discriminatory business owners – the owner of the Quality 

Dairy would sell ice cream cones to black children but they could not eat them in the 

store.  

 

Charles joined the Navy before he graduated from high school so he would not be drafted 

by the Army.  In the Navy, he continued his love of music by playing in the Navy band, 

playing with and bunking with John Coltrane, who later became one of jazz music’s 

greats. After the Navy Charles worked at  Allis-Chalmers, and then went to work for the 

police department in June of 1951, where he was the first black uniformed officer.  He 

later became director of police-community relations. Charles married his wife, Barbara 

while on a leave of absence from the police department, working for the Illinois Human 

Relations Department. 

 

 

Topics Covered:  Springfield, Illinois, 1920s – present; Quality Dairy; Josh Douglas; 

Luther Banks; John Coltrane; Black Egyptians; U.S. Navy Band; Springfield Colored 

Municipal Band; Allis-Chalmers; Springfield Police Department 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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