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Esarey: Hello, this is Carol Esay. We are in Ossie Larfige | d e r, atis Kitahene
table Thedate is June 7, 201Zhis interview is part of the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Libra y linsiigrant Storie®©ral History poject and we are
going to beginright now.

One of the first things | wantetb
was to begin to talk about your mom and
your dad | will read to you just what | have,
whatyougaveme/ o ur raoamb, e r ¢
whichis RuthMaria. Her maiden was
Dengkr, correc?

Langfelder: That 6s correct.

Esarey: She was born in 190@nd she passed away
in1977We 6re going to b
i nformation al sMy fr
Incredible Journeyashe talks this morning
|  going to stoptalking very shortlyOne
of the very important people that Ossie talk
aboud and we would like to start with
he® is his mother, Ruth Mari@o, if you Ruth Maria Langfelder, Os si eds mot |

. . proud, sophisticated and courageous woman
could, begin to talk about yaumom a little of Austrian descent an

bit. and Edit, his sisteros
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Langfelder: My mother was a very sophisticatkadly, as | recall She spent most dhe
time just raising my sister and |, devoted almwatnty-four hours a day
looking after usWe lived in Viennain a very small apartmerdand her
number one priority was cleanliness

Everypiece of furniturave had, remember, was whit& he woul dn ot
permit any other thingpoecause she wanted to see fingerprihtnybody left
fingerprintson the stove or the closet or whate\&he scrubbed continually
just to keep everything just perfe€th a ho@ we wereraised hat 6 s why
|l m somewhat of the same attitude as s

My mother neveknewhow to cookbecause her mother stayed with
us most of the day, and she did the cookargl fiebathed us and things like
that.So, my mother, like | said, spentost of te time with us.

After she cleaned us, usualiyt he mor ni ng, Il recall,
too far away from a large park in Springfiegohd she would walk us down to
the park We were allowed to walk around.

In those dayshey did not have the typ# recreational facilities like
you have todayThe only thing in that park was a huge, | remember, a huge
sandbox. It was probabtwentyfeet bytwentyfeet but my paren& | would
saymy mothed never allowed us to go into that box for fear that we would
get sad in our hair or our eyesike | said earliershe was so particular with
cl eanl i n etsegerrdambnaletr stahdingd iasidé the sandbdxould
just stand outsidéooking at all the other children playing

Esarey: | remember you have a picturéymu and your sister, Edith, walking down
the street with buckets

Langfelder: That 6 sfesri ght .
Esarey: Were those the buckets that you took to the sandbox?

Langfelder: That 6s t he bucket sbutwe couldneverusedhemt he s an
becauseve never went into the sandbd}aughs)

Esarey: You came homthe same way.

Langfelder: Empty,and werdhe same wawhenwe left | guess, that was just part of our

training.

Esarey: What did you think about not being able to play with the other chilidréme
sandba?

Langfelder: Of course, ltat was many, many yessa g O . |  dioeved felt Iwasc al |

being punishedT hat was j ust myandwe justabeyédst di r ec
without any question
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threwa

You did?

Yes, oh, yes

Your wrote about your moime i n g
things as well.She was veryell versednd

Oh, yes.

é in the culture of ViennaNhat was that like?

Well, at that young agev e

understoodl

It erneemrmebnebre.r
remember if | understooit or not.l doubt it very much

donot

w e rleavadda go danhovie theaterd.

going

Interview# IM-A-L-2012026

She wamtedytctezn you cultural

donot
believe leversaw a movien Vienng itself. But on weekends if we were
allowed to go anywhereny parems would take us to the opefdo, can you
imagine a child that yowg going to opera? & we enjoyedjto e c au s e
all you knew Y ou actually looked forward to seeing thdbu might not hag

to t

Do you remember how young you were, whge gou were, when you started

attending eventlke this?

Oh, I think we were probably something arowightor nineyears of age.

So you were a little older.

Oh, yes

You had already started school?

Yes.

Do you remember much about being a really young chétbresix?

Well, I do remember my first day going to school.

traumat i wasnot

it ?

It was very traumatic for me. Like | saymy mother always accompad us

everywhere so it was just the féeag that well, h o w

come

sheods

leave m& So, | remember reallynot just crying, | was screaminigguess |

tantrum by

(bathdaagir) Bosmy snotleentablaus d s .

back homeMy father andnother beh were with me when | did iThe

Your mother was with you all the time

following day, she just made certathat | would stayand | did.Then,|
actually got over it, like every other child does

t hat 6

he o

goi |
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All the time We never ¢ft the house without hermean she jusé In the
house she always made certain we would do thjhige homework or
writing. Everything was constructive. You have &alize,we did not even
have a radioTherewasno radiq noTV or anything. Spyou just studiedor
you did what your parents asked you to do

Your mother grew up in Vienna, correct?
That is correct, yes.

Did she ever talk about her own life in Vienmdnen she lived there as a
young woman?

Shesad verylittle Sh e 6 s n psth el idkied nndet
laughs)When she did tell me stories, she talked about her fathervehlotl
never did knowbecauseljke | said in the book

Describe that whole thing.

€ he was asalesperson in Russide traveled
throughout Russjall those yearsandnaturally
came homeWhenWorld War |Istarted paturally,
being of Austrian descent, the Russians put him in
a prison camp.

~ W

What was his name?
His name was Osc@engler.
What did Oscar do?

Pardon me?

August Oscar Dengler (1875-1921).
Ossieds mat er wasl
born in Russia,

What did they do®hat was his work?

| d knowowhat hesold but he was a

salesperson.understood he spoke very fluent Russifien he was able to
escape from prison cgmhe was able to travel back to Vienna because of his
knowledge of Russiah 6 m sur e he knewouldhickhn, of
on the way home.

Whenshd Os s i e 0 talkechabbuhhenr, $he always haeayr
admiration for himThe sad thing is thatvhen he returnedomeg | believe
he caughpneumonian the prison camp,ral he died shortly thereafter. As a
matter offact, hepassed away before Iwasbofnh at 6 s al |l she
about is admiration for him.

Did she know Russian?

.(Esamey ni sce m

eve
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No, my mother, she spols®me Frenchand so did my dadn Austrig we

spoke GermanThe foreign language that was studied mostly was French
because wverejust adjacent to Francand we were adjacent to Switzerland,
a portion of which is Frenegpeaking Nowadays, everyone in foreign
countriesattemptgo learnEnglish but in those day$-rench was

predominate

She had a very scary experience

Oh, definitely.

When she was young

Yes

| think you described it as an upper middle class family that she lived in

Yes.

How didyour fatherget to RussiaP

salesman?

didnot

getHewahae connect

| anticipate it was by train becaysethose dayswe had no cars

So he went there fowork.
Oh, yes, and | would say he traveled by train.

How longwash¢ Os si e 0 s

Wel | ,

t hose

A

wer enot

ig theacandeinteatioh aamp|?

c alttwbseadRussiamprisannt r at i

| just feel that he wagrobably inthatprison between two and thrgears.

A long time

Oh, yes, a long time.

And your mother was about how old when that hapgen

Well, my mother was like fifteen or sixtegearsof age.

It would be a tough time.

Yes Shewas born in 190dike my father.

And certainly would have remembered that.
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Oh yes Well, she spoke a lot about him becaulike | said her mother spent

almost all day wh us Yo u
thetime thatyou depend on

donot

t al k

about

pfleopl e

What is interesting to me is that my mother, she wasthendut she

was not really a housewifb e c au s e

ma k e

she

d i d pother thano

s u r tleawe é&ngatprirdsroid the furniturg@aughs)

any

Yes and that was an unusuausehold arrangemeridescribe how that all
worked becaue you hadGrandmotheryou hadNang you had your mother

Sot hat 6s

A

t ,lalFwerkingw o me n

Oh yes, and we all lived in the same building.

Describe how that happedand whahappened there.

Her[ Os s i e 0 sothardivedhan thé fourth floor of a foutosy

apartment building

And what did you call her?

i @rs s e

Oleeansé dhe only reason we calldtert h a heaw@sb t

that large alady i Gr o smeamsdargé but she was quite a bit larger than
myfat her 6 svhmo twreerc al | e d,owhighlmeanmsemallO ma ma

grandmother(laughs)

| was real close to hédxecause she seemed to cater to me more than

she did to my sistér that was just my feeling while myKleine Omama

catered more to my sister than she did to me.

That happens in families.

That 6

S

h o w. B she dways tbokfcardemie $n those days,

although in apartment buildings ybad indoor plumbing, you did nbave
bathtubs or shower3herewasno such thing in those yeal&/e had metal
bathtubs hanging in the bathroom.

But you had a bathroom.

Well, youshared a bathroom with the neighbor apartmBno apartments

shared one bathroariihere was strictha toilet stool and a wash basin

(telephone ring) plustwo tubs hanging on the wallyou had your tupand

the neighbor had their tub.

Whenever you héito take a bath, you took that particular, taibd they
putit in the kitchenThere was no hot water then, eithéou hadto heat the
water on the stové.still remember my grandmothers heating the water and

W

I,
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pouring it into the bathtullodayit probally sounds terriblgbut my sister
and | wereusually arguing whose turn it was to take the bath thetifing

Who got in the water first. (both laugh)

€ because the othene had to go in the same watafter the theronetook a

bath because it had to be heat@t a tjuét theway it was.| remembemy
grandmothegiving us most of the bathalthough my mother usually tried to

wash our hajrwhich I never enjoyeb ecause she didndét car
your eyeswhich really buntus! 6 m st i | kightyfveiaboutchavelg a t

soap run in my eyegboth laugh)

A n d stilltsa@mgthing you think aboutight?

Yes | do, every time | take a showBut, those were fun times
You describe it as a goademory with your grandmother.
Oh, definitely. Oh, definitely.

She would physically giveyoubatlsut your mom really dic
the physical kinds of things.

No, right, right
Who did the laundry Who dd the ironin Who did the cooking?

Well, my gandmother did all the cookinlyly mother did not know how to
cook She did not learn how to cook until she came to the United Sidies
she was in her fortieglaughs)

That was proballtraumatic for her(laughs)

That would be very traumatitike | said, the only thing my motherdiwas
continualy cleaning.It was a small apartmerit was just the kitchen and
another room that was used as a living room and bedr@wenontinued to
clean those room$ guess she did ironing  d o qalbany ironang being
done.l know people ironed a lot theheyevenironed underwear in those
days sol think my mother probably did that. But my grandmother did all the
cooking and wasng all the dished.remember that.

Every day?
Every day
Three meals

Yes
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Three meals a day

Yes, | think. Wé | , I dondt rekmealsva dayfinthese déys e t h

You had at last two.
€ b u be didl all the dishes and all the kitchen
She lived in the same apartment building

Yes, she lived on the fourth fladrneverknewfinances. Theywere never
discussgd in front of childrenMy parents nevetalked abat money or talked
about newsWe knewvery little about occurrenceBarents kept those kinds
of things from the childrerbecause ¢l i dthirkk they wanted them to know
whatGs happening in the world.

We grew up during the €pressiordays really, but at that timgwe
ddnodét k n oDepréessionWegust kreew what was put in front of,us
because a lot of mealmy grandmother madeve call them new potatoes,
little potatoesShe put the whole bowl in the middle of thetalslen d t hat 6 s &

we had You could eat all the potatoes youwantechd t hat 6.Weal | yo
were as happy as a latkooked forward to eating new potato@aughs)

Well, you dondédt miss what you dondt kn
No,t harighfthat 6s correct.

You describe yousistera s € Swagabouta year andhalf older?

Yes, shés a year and a half older than |

What was your relationship with your sister?

Oh, we were very closéMy sister was naturally somewhat dominate

You have pictures together a lot.

Yeah we were always togethaihen Edithand Iwentoutd when we di dnd
with my mothed My grandfatherhe would take usoc asi onal |l y t o w
called Schonbrunn, whichwéisekai ser 6 s pal ace.

Om sorry, what was that again?
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Because you asked me abany sister, she was naturally like any otbiter
sibling, somewhat controlling. We always try to control the youngerlone

never

had a

younger

one

justagreat,

don

because we went to school togetlt&rls in those days went to separate
classrooms than boy§hey were never ceducational

The girls and the boys were in separate rqaogec?

Separate room,es.

You were inthe same school?

|thinksh e 6 s

Really?

Yes.

r eal

Did you have friends?

lreal |y
once you were out of scho®l o u

You came home

donot

'y t

he

onl vy

gi r |

ot k n

. knew wl

| thieknh bach &cquaintdnces ie sthobialt .

didnot

pl ay with

You just went homeandyou did what your parents wanted you ta dbe
only time you played with others was in school

Describe what you angbur mom did when you came home from school.

Well, the first thing we di@ | remembeit clearlyd we had to do our
homework My mother, of course | knew we were doing ibecause she
would sit down with usShe was particular about handwritindieé&vo u |l d n 6 t
let us use any erasers. If you made a migtdkean still see # she would

tear up the papeand youdd have to start over again. And there were tines
t hat 0 Istartedarging b paper over r f
because she woutdar itupBu t |
critical of myself today becausat this agel write terribly. 1 6 | |
you some of my papers.

| 6 m

| think your handwritingyour printing is still very good.

certain

di d

Now | justprint. But she was very particulabout that.

Do you have some of your papers that you wrote?

Yes, | still da Yes.

have

ot her

i ve t
beauti ful h
have to s
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| 6d | i ke to see some of t hose.

| will get them.

Yeabh, if you could find those.

| will gladly give them to you.
Becauseobviously they became very important.

Well, it was important to méecause being criticized about handwritangl
things like that, when you do something nigeude sort of proud of it.

Wasy o u r  Imehamiorgshe same with your sister?

Yes, my sister, | think, what | recall, was a lot more outgoing than | was. |
think 1 was a very timid person, which is kind of hard to believe nbath(
laugh) | thinloln®m shsikthikydamiwtg gisker
was much more like a tomboy at times, | thou@bthone ring).

That 6s i nterest.i But,toglogectRad t o

ng.
Oh, yesOh, yes.

Because your mom wouldigervise that
Yes.

We will talk more about your mom as we go alpbgcause she plays a very,
very important role a little lateroninyourlile 6 1 | come back to

Oh, that 6d be fine.

Are there any other caments, thoughts, stories about your mother that you
would like to share about hgust to help us understand what a strong woman
she wa8

Well, she was averyrespecéuBy t odayds descriapti on, I
very classy ladyShe had th@pportunity to be that waypecause my father
provided well forusand® e di dndét ,ahnadv es hteo dwiodrnko t
things that most housewives would have toStoshe had great opportunity
from that aspecBut, like | say she never leftus. Sltki dndét soci ali ze
anything never socializedShe was tsictly family.

h a\

She stayed with you

Yes | donot recall her

di dndét dassoci at e

. thesa dagsyyeurjusth avi ng

10
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Entertain in your honie

Oh, yes, that was never done. The only one that was outgoing more was my
dad. My motherlike | said earlierjust
looked after usHer prime concern was
how you treated other people. We
always had to be polite. 8alwayswvere
taught as a childyou saygood morning
or good afternoon ffst, when you speak
to an adultlf someone is in the room
with you, when an adult comes in your
room, you stand up. You never stay

seated until they sagi Oh, go a
sitdown0 Those ar engstlh
remembe

Discipline and school work and
like | say, cleaning, they were her
priorities.

Le t 0O salittleaabolat your dad. 6 m
going to read off his name hef@tto
Berthold?

Ossie, Ruth and Edith on a walk in the
hills near Vienna, early 1930s.

Berthold.

| wanted to make surdepronouncet.

Berthold Langfelder

Langfelder He was born in 1900.

Correct

Same year as your mothénd he passed away in 1986 that correct?
He passed away t982.

I 61 | ma k e .tTdll ané aboubyoufather &nd loisnfamily and where
he lived.Just kind of fill in the pieces of his life.

Oh, yesMy father and my mother weses different as night and day.
It sounded like itbut it wa$

Just otally different | think they were more different than MidgeOs s i e 6 s
wife] and | We 6 pretty different, tooHe was very outgoing think it was
important to him to know a lot of people and to associate with a lot of people.

11
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He was very active in sportde played ice hockeye knew how to play
soccer[That]was important to himHe knew how to skiand ay winter
sport he was very familiar with.

Esarey: This was as he B
was a younger
personor ashe
was an adult

Langfelder: After | was
born too.
Yeah, le
played ice
hockeyurntil
the year before
we left Austrig
even.

Esarey: Tell me about

that] O m n @ssi eds f aniddieeofthe 2rd tow)ppictured with the Vienna Hakoah
.- . Team, the ice hockey team he played with from 1927-1933.
familiar with

theé Wa & a team sport they played in Vienna or with other Vesa?

Langfelder: Well, ice hockey they play inside a skating riter, he felt he was too ojd
though he was stillayoungmdnt 6 s | i kHe bexamg a referéer t
ice hockey games$ rememberhe even traveleds fad wel,t o us it 0s
very far, but in those da§she even traveled to Italy to referee ice hockey
gameswhich showed his terest. My mother, | guess, she never objected to
it. | never heard her argue with him about it or anything.

Esarey: This was something he did.

Langfelder He was a very independent persalthough he was married and had two
children at home. He was nevevolved with us doing homework or
likeé Well, he worked most of the timike anymandoeso he di dnd
that much time with us

| rememberit was interesting thouglalthough he was of Jewish fajth
my mother was Lutheranvealways celebratethe holidayslike Christmas
and Easterl remember Christmas Esegny mother always took us out to look
at the storefronts #t were somewhat decoratébt like we see todayut
they were somewhat decoratéthosedays,we put candles on trees rather
than electric lights

But, when we came home Christmas Eve, my dad would look in the

t

bedroomand saji Oh, Santa Cl| aus haswedtiiObeen

h e | us Heopenedé¢he dooand there was a Christmas tree in our
bedroomwith all the candles lit and athechocolate candy hanging/e

12
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d i d n 6 t narheats, witlthocolate candy on the treé®o he enjoyed all
those Christian holidays more than anybody,elbough he was not of the
Christianfaith.

And he was not Christian.

Oh, no.

Did you do Hanukkah?

No, we never did anyewishholidays They were all Christian holidays

becausé

That

0s

jismtGt® r e s t i

ng

Well, Austria was like 9percentCatholic So, they grew upn that
environmentdthough his mother was a very religious Jewasty. He went
to the templeThereweretimes he took me to the tempMa y b e
of thatbackgroundhatl 6 m hroad nyinded when it comes to religidné m
Catholig butrelig o n

in that environmeiét

doesnot

f a z e.Mabe goowieg upy a y

Maybe this is an interesting time to talk about that a little ni@eause there
were three different religious influences in your country and in between your

parents.

Oh, yes

And, different people in your life did different things with ydaaok you took
you to different kinds of religious events

Oh, yesMy mother she was Lutheran

amazingbecausé

It is amazing.

Oh,

married Because in those days o u

yes,

because her family were German
and Germanytahat time was mostly LutheraBo, European countries were
so structured in that vain. | never heard any of immediate family, my
grandmother or my parenver discuss or argue over religiovhich was

b e cthatthere wdredssome olgectigneghiemthey were

di dnot

marry

i tds bec
or
anyone

Even when we were married, | remember, Catholics married Catleolids
Lutherans married Luthergnlews married Jews. | know the diffidylive
encounteredso | can just imagine what they might have gone through

But

t hey

di

dnot

13

t

al

k

about

it ?

-

C

(0]



Ossie Langfelder Interview# IM-A-L-2012026

Langfelder Never heard any discussiaboutit.

Esarey: Thatos interesting.

Langfelder | t Gstsamazingyes

Esarey: Well, it speaks to all the people involyedaking an effort.
Langfelder: Oh,yeah.As a matter of factny d a d 6 ,svhonhsatd vas Jewigh
Esarey: Il tos Kleine Omama?

Langfelder: Kleine OmamaMy mother would never take us &Catholic churchbecause
Edi t h a n @athblic Bue Kleth@ @mama wuld take us to Catholic
church

Esarey: And she was Jewish.

Langfelder: And she was Jewishi{bothlaugh)She was a very stqutewish lady, very
pronouncedthat was her religiarShe was a strong believer in@mama
was

Esarey: Did she take you to the temple?

Langfelder: 1 donét think my sister ever went to t
a while In those daysvomen would s& | remember templéecause
womenwould st on one sideandthe menwould sit on the other side. They
would never sit together.

Esarey: No. Which is probably why,byacuwrusger ayroduma
be separated.

Langfelder: That é6s probably true.

Esarey: But she took you to the Catholservices sometimgand that was okay with
your mom?

Langfelder: Oh,yah,di dn o6t .>m$séd@mamanever took us to chubeh |
remember Kleine Omaméaughs)

Esarey: You describe all that with just likéhis is the way it iglike it wash duhusial
o r éoFyou, this wa$

Langfelder: Formei t wasnot. |1t was ,pmsasusantaajtdogallhi
things wereToday, when wehave grandchildrenovea nd t hey dondt |
food you putonthetabléd Wel | , | et 6 s Jauatewhatdds Donal d

on the tableAnd the strange thing wagou loved what they put on the taple
because you didndt Kk pwhemya havdaohi ng el se,
comparison.
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It was a very controllegl Well, you were irthe Depressionas you said.

Oh, yeah it wasthe Depression.

| get the i mpression you [Oeprdssignt have a
Oh, no, had no idéa

Or that something was wrong.

ébecause we didndt k naorwmonayhnetehheandy about

money being discussetihe only thing | recallvas if you had good grades
during the weekor did good homework there was a grocer on the first floor
of our apartment compléxthat my parents would give aghngroschen

which is like tenpennies and you were allowed to buy yourself one banana.
(laugls) | eat that in one dayfeah, we have four bananas sitting here on the
table. | probably eat that manyinonedawa nd doné6t t hink
it.

any

| almost brought yoa banana.

(laughs) That was a treabnce a week.

And still is.

Oh, still is, yes.

Still hasa good memory for yoWVhat did your father do?

My father wasamanager of a paper manufacturing company. theyd n 6 t
manufacture papem thosedaysve di dnot h alkeewegoaper sac
today Everything was wrapping papemndadvertising was printed dhat

wrapping paperThey came in rolldike the newspaper printhey printed

those advertisemenffhatd s  wis carhparhdid.

That 6 s wWhat yednsevasdhaithat was the early 1930s?
Yeah, n the 1930s, between 1930 and 1940.

What was his specific job? What didche

Oh, he managed that company.

He managed how many employees?

Oh,lwoulanot

Just a guess
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| ¢ o u lkdow @ waé a large factorywould be guessing a minimm of
twenty or fifty people.

He was the manager.

It was a big business thdbhwas like today, manufacturinghosepaper sacks
that the grocery stores hold.

How did he get into that?

Il real | y,edapn Bnbw hHe wentvio school to study chemidtiey
wanted to become a chemiahd he graduated withchemical degreeMaybe
that was the only job opportunityhehdd dondét know. It
affluent. | guess he made enough money to take good care of the dachily
not male my mother work or anything.

Obviously he was able to care for ydamily, duringthe Depressian would
like to ask you a little bit about Fritaecausdhh e was y dur

My d a d 0 sHe tvas thé dnlg lorother he had
Talk about himbecause he was an important member of the family.

Fritz, hewas a very handsome young mbalways remember him as a young
man, naturallyHe lived with Kleine Omamaand he was single.

He lived with his parents.

Oh,yeah with his parentsOf cour se, at t hbutlookingme
back with the Jewish faithone of the sons had to take care of the fanhiy
to take care of the parents

That was his job
| guess, lhat was his jopbecausdiis Dad got marriecnd
They did different tmgs too. You described their daily routines differently.

Oh, yesMy Kleine Omama and her husband, they ed/a shirt
manufactung companyl r emember it was.ftiBad a
whatl recall, maybeeightor nineemgoyees

Fritz was the pattern makefe would cut the patterrier different
size shirtsHe would just take the cloth thatasstacked on top of each other
andhe wouldjust cut the pattermround thatThe rest of the people were
realy seamtresseand they would sewhe shirts together, the sleexsslthe
collarsor whatever.

He had an important position.

16

very

fat her 6.

d



Ossie Langfelder Interview# IM-A-L-2012026
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Esarey:

Langfelder:

Esarey:

Yes, oh yesHepretty much ran that paxcept my grandmother was there
alldayl donodot t hi n kexcephneakedsuredeveayhopirkded n g
(both laugh)She was the managéecause her husband, my grandfather, all
he did was unlock the factgrgnd then he went to the coffee house and drank
coffeg played cardand smokd and whatever men did in those daisday,

| said,they wouldgo out on the golf coursétried to make a corparison

only we di dourées thdndan eny gramdmiother and Fritz never
saw my grandfather till the next dayr till he got homel guess.

Butthe 6d be gone all day.

Fritz wasa very hard worker, very friendly individual but spent all his time
with his mother really

Did you spend any time with Fritz?

Not on a oneon-
one basis. The
only reason | felt
| knew Fritz
pretty well is
that once in a
while, my dad
droppedme off

at the factory
when | d
haveschoo] and

| would stay
there most of the
danUSt Fritz Langfelder, left,vi si t i ng with Ossieds famil

watching what they didt was really fascinating

What did they do?have no idea how that workdde would cut that upand
then what wouldhappen?

It would be like if this was the pattern of a shirt, the front side of a siety
had tIhleoked @most like cardboard, heavy cardboatel wouldhave
astackof cloths this thick, rectangular. He would lay that pattsriop and
then he would cut around that pattesith a knife because there was no
electrial equipmentlt was the most amazing thing to me thierstill is
today | can see it as plain as ddje was extremelgtrong Well, you had to
be to be able to ddiat without ruiningall those clotk.

Oh, my goshyeah brave, courageou¥ou saidFritz became Ottgwhom]
you caled anfiaffluent gentleran ohatTvould be your, grandfather, Fritz.
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Langfelder: Oh,yes,Frtt was my .da dltkabw fim vehy evel) except once
in a while | do show a picture, when he would take us to Schonbrunn, to the

Kaiseb&He | i ked to go to the Kaiserods

palace to visit T
Esarey: We have some pictures, | think hereof

all of them.

Langfelder: Yeah,|l have gpicture ofhim.Y e a h ,
him. The reason | remember himwsell is,
because my parents always madewear
gloves and carry a cane when he took us
because hmsisted tha the sign of a
gentlenan, to carry a cand was only like
seven, eight, ningears oldbut | always
had to have a cane

Esarey: Sao you had a littleboy-sized cang and
you 6 d we aDo yog hace\arys
pictures of you and your grandfather with
you andthecane?s there one in here?

Langfelder: Yes, itds in there. Otto (Ossieds father
Ossie at Schoenbrunn, the former

o Kai serés pal acGOssieisar
Esarey: Is thisit? holding a child-size walking stick.

Langfelder: Ther e 6 s anrtherg bukethatwas hecand

Esarey: And that would be/our cane.

Langfelder: But we had to be dressed up.

Esarey: You had to be dressed up.

Langfelder: The interestingthingjd dondét ever r eclothesiflaughs)ywe ar i n
Esarey: There you are with your cane.

Langfelder: Yeah, that was me

Esarey: Thatdos a good picture.

Langfelder: Can you imagine, that wadeisure day Can you imagine children looking
like that todayon leisureday? (laughs)

Esarey: No. (laughs)But, for you, thiswas how it was supposed to. Bend your sister
went with yoy correct?

Langfelder: Oh, yesWe were always together.
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You were &ways together.
Always together

Many of your pictures show yalmostholding handsY ou were together
physicallytogether

| think, until the day we left Europe.
How did you mother and father meet?

Oh, | widdhndtt know.

Do you have any stories about how tlappen to meet?
No inkling at all.

They didndét talk about that?

No, never talked about itwish 1 would haveasked But at that timel really
wasnot interested. Il  knoworeithertmad t o
mot her 6 s fmy midlaykkeeausé mgrandmgther, Kleine

Omama, insisted that they be marnedhe templeMy mother was Lutheran

and they were staunttutheran | dondt epamntsattdnadedthe i f
wedding | think th a twlbysheyprobably nevedisaussedt.

They were married in the Lutheran church?
No, they were married in the temple.
Oh, they were marrieth the templeOkay, so her parerds

Oh,yeahl dondét think her

that but that was always my thought

They physi cal | yawayfrotheazthothéri ve t hat f ar

Right around the corner. Wiged in Hutteldorfer Straser (Streef)t theend
of theblock wasVinegasse [?That 6 s wh edmethenmiyedmy a n

Kleine Omama, right around the corner

So here were these four peopldth very different outlooksbut they
managed to work with you and your mom aadir dad.

|l dondt recall my dad o6tsh prmayr emmott sh eer voesr
We never ate together, never saw each oth&aw everybodyEdith saw

everybodypbut | dondét think they saw each

An effort was made to make sure the children
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Langfelder:
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Oh, yes, oh yesToday,| freely discuss manimosities (bothlaugh)l 6 m v er vy
outspokenBut, | never heard angf thatkind of discussionYou never knew

who liked or who dislikedhe otherYou di dndét even think a
disliking each other.

Wel |l , it was hwa s m@gourtuluee azyod grew ufe, did
you ever get pictures of your parentgedding

| never saw a picture of my paredwgedding

Sot hey di dn 0 ofthate theirhgmez t ur e s
No, oh no.

Interesting It is interestingwhen you think abodt

Of course, potography in those days walsovery expensiveSol don o6t
know if they took picturesit weddingsThosearegood questiongEsarey
laughs)

We 6 r e togcome mayv to youOtto, Osse Langfelder, born August 2,

1926 Although you say in your bodkaty ou di dnoét abaume mber a
before you were sixyearsplle cause thatodos when thing:
happeningyou have some vague memories of those early years.

Oh, yes.
Pleasant memories, correct?

Oh yes About my childhood, oh ye<Of coursein those days we had no car
so wherever we wentve either had to take a trolleyr you would have had
to take a taxi cglwhich, I think, was probably verexpensive

This isyou.

Yes,that was inSchabrum.

And a lot of walking

Oh, a lot of walking

Your mother?

Oh, yes Well, because of transportatiovieah, thaivas my mother

And whae were you?
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That was in Viennayes See, h a t

Interview# IM-A-L-2012026

was my fat h.©f 6s

course]l cano6t wal,hkutnmaybgl need tetellmyp wifel never
did like to walk once | came to this country

Really? You kind of gave thaup, because you had to walk everywhere

| fought it tooth and toenail dzause/ou had to walk everywher@ut you
never thought anything about Tthatwas just part of your lifestyle

Tell me abouthere,
becausgou were
young hee. Thisis
you on the farm.

Oh yes, on the farm.

Talk about the farm a
little bit, becausequ
spent time there.

Every summerin
order to, | guess,
have my mother have

Ossie (five yrs. old), his mother, Ruth, and sister, Edith, living on a
farm, outside of Vienna. Summer, 1931.

a nice vacation and have us see the other part of iteessmy dadhad
made an arrangement with a farmer that,\@pparentlya friend of highat

we could visit We would visit for quite a long timeprobably likea month at
a time We stayed at that farn®f course, 8 never saw any animalmtil we

went onthefarm, because we lived in a big citijf was kind of unique

because that farmer, he only Haa or six pigs He would actually scrub the

pigs every morning.

Big pigs, too.

Overherey ou donot

being dirty. He had geese, | remembehink my sister like to pbably tease
some of the anims|because I still remember one goaderays chased her

s ee

@oothylaugh iV enpyctinenn b

and used t&ind of peckher in the calf a legOh, she would screarBut it

never went after mesol think she must have teased it or somethibegause

animals remember things

But, we enjoyed being theré/e werenever able to go swimming or
anything because he might have had a pdnd it was probably kind of dirty,
from whatl recall | just loved being on that farnt was so enjoyable, maype

because we had so many animals around us.

Could you get dirty?
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Langfelder: No, | was not allowed to get dirtgboth
laugh)! never had any dirty clothes, |
think. (laugts)

Esarey: Because youlre not
Langfelder: Oh,noaWe wer endét all o
Esarey: Your mother didnot

Langfelder: Oh, yes she was there.
Esarey: She was with you?

Langfelder: Oh, my motherwentwith us all the time
yes

Esarey: So, your mother was with you here. How
did your mother like the farm?

Langfelder: I_ don Wmmhhfle"ﬂdyed the farm Otto, Ruth, Ossie, and Edith,vacatiorling ata
life,tbecause i tbds no.t gmall fgnily cetiage pn the@amibg River,. 0 N me n t
. Austria, circg 1929.
(laughs)) di dnBoukwowl dnért ave

knowmms h e di d n$he was ayappleasant aboutit
Esarey: She was giving you that experience.
Langfelder: € a nrever criticalto my knowledge. | ‘
Esarey: Did your father come out to the farm? | P

Langfelder: No, never did coméHe just sent us
there That probably gave him a
vacation, | gess.

Esarey: Now,| 6 m goi ng tbecaumse
we talked about this befark was the !
black doll Pleasaliscuss that a little bit,
some of your thought3 hey were very
interesting about this doll.

Langfelder: Well, the interesting thing aboutah
pictureéd | rememberthedall d o n
remember having that picture takén
might have been fascinating to me
becausen Austria we never saw any
black people, never saw any African

Americans|t was a tota”y white Ossie as a toddler, on the farm outside Vienna,
with favorite black doll, in the early 1930s.
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society So, that doll must have beggiven to meeither bymy parents or
grandparentdecause no one else gave you a presaiways loved that dall
and | carried it with me a laif times maybebecause it was different than |
had ever seen or ever had.

You dondt reyouegatiizer wher

No.l donodot r e.ihwoaldhave sawdht was probably a Christmas
presentbecause that was the only time you received presaritsat time.

Did you bring it with yoywhen you left?

No. Like | said exrlierwe coul dndét take auBytt hi ng out
numberonewe di dndot k n o wWewmught ee were josmgoni n g
vacation The only thing | had on me was my one book of stamps that they
confiscated

If you could talk about schdopentering school atthe agesik. Ther eds one
picture in here of your school and all of your studeWbkat was your school
like?

Oh, I loved
school |
always did like
school.

Who were your
teachers?

Mr. Novak was
my teacher He
was my teacher
throughout my

different

classegsall the

time | was in Ossieds school classmates an dinVYiearmcOsser
school in is in lederhosen in the first row.

Vienna.

Which was how many years?

It must have been abosilx years

About sx years, six to twelve.

Yeah.We had the same telger all those yearand

And this is himin this cornesright here?
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Langfelder: This is me over heren the bottomon the corner
Esarey: Mr. Novak

Langfelder: Yes. | enjoyed school, antiwas a public schooWhat surprises me now, is
see in that picturghey show a priesh the picturé

Esarey: Yes.

Langfelder: é which is kind of unusuaLookingbackl dondét remember t hat
Esarey: Was it a Catholic school?

Langfelder: It was a public school.

Esarey: A public school?

Langfdder: Yes, but like | sayit was 95% CatholicSo, maybehathadinfluenceat that
time.

Esarey: Maybe an administrator or sooree like thatould have been in there.
Langfelder: Could have been.

Esarey: Well, you described your routine of study, a lbstudy. Did you enter into
sports at all?

Langfelder: No sports whatsoever. I dondt even kno
was such a thing in grade school.

Esarey: Becauseyour father was quite an athlete?
Langfelder: Oh yes, he wageah
Esarey: But you did not?

Langfelder: No , | d ilh thet onlhydtling Edith and | did
isé My mother was an excellent ice skater, and she
took us ice skating almost every weeke#te taught
ushowto ride a bicycleand she taught us how to ski

at hough she didnét know how to ski. Bu
the only sports that we ditt was stricty aoneon-
one basis.
Esarey: And you had a hobby of collecting stamps \?ii?:ﬁisnﬁciigg%gh#gi;n
picture is on the cover of his
Lanafelder: Stamps autobiography, My Incredible
g ’ p Journey.

Esarey: How did that start?
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