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DePue Todayis Friday, October 19, 2012. My nanei Mar k D e Pirextor |
of Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. Todap m
here in Springfield with Mary Lynne Cleverdovoup r obabl y dond
Mary too often, do you?
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Cleverdon  No. My mom would call me Mary Lynne whenlas in troubleButthe rest
of the time | was Lynneand my friends know me as Lynneless they were
my mot herds friends first, then they Kk

DePue Youdbre not i n tr ®lstdywith Lynrefbahychucke 1t hi n
Cleverdn:  Good.Thank you.

DePue We wanted to talk to you Lynne, as you know, becauséhgdthis amazing
experience that is a piece of history on the Civil Rights Movement in. 1964
Ités always fun, and | think important, to get a lot of background information
as wel |, because you oMeerCwihRights bor n at t
Movement, you had an interesting life

There arssome thingshatwe want to talk aboufrom 6 6t&6 7, &s
well, that are certainly fascinating and fit nicely into the study theatibrary
has about Illinois politicBut, from what yod vt@d me,throughmost of
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thatyou were kind of the fascinated observer to all of these thigsld that
be a correct obseation?

Yes.Not minimally involved, but certainly not itné core of planners,
organizers and so ohwould say | was kind of in the footnote, periphery of
the activity.[I] did get to Mississippidid do some marching with Kinjdr.
Martin Luther King, Ji.in Chicago.

In politics, my husband was part of Walk@3an Walker, lllinois
Goverror, 19731977 administration Sq again, | was a wife, attended
events, was friends wi {We]estertaimech otf Wal ke
of the door knockers and organizers for the state in the Walker administration.
But [I] was justkind of, one of those people, you know, at the back of the
picture.

But obviously, you were paying close attention to the things that are going
ond

Oh, yes.

€ which is why this is going to be a great interview fotaadd to our
collecton.Let 6s start off with when and whe

| was born in 1941in a little town called Concordia, Kansas, near the
northern part of the state, not too far from Nebrafkdved there until | was
about seven.

Do you know how the family got to that part of Kansas in the first place?

Yes, my parents were both living and reagligisically grew up in Omaha,
NebraskaMy father was working for Fairmont Foods in Omaha and was
transferred to theicompany in Concordia and was with them for maybe a

year or two, probably not much | onger
cooperative hired him to be the business manager for the.&p, in that

capacity, then, he got to do much more with administnafinance,

management, fiscal planning, promoting theopato other farmers, | think,

too, in the area.

What was your fatherés name?
Arne, middle initial E, Larson.

With a no-nf#d

O-n, yes Swedish.

Ilwasgoi ng to say, t her edlsfemthe Notwegian many
side of it?ls that how it works?
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| think so, yes.
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You were born in la& | think, September 13, 19417

Correct.

That 6s

military?

cl ose

t old \Wdr i forbue @id he seivanirgtheo f

No. He had hadhadeye trouble as a childs a result of measleSo, that
continued to kind of dog him through college and even when | was alchild
remember him having ulcers on his eyes whemas about thre€so when he
wasd not drafted but when he went for his physical, he was declined.

How would you describe hinpersonalitywise?

Oh, my goodnessie was a very outgoing persdte was very well
organized, very generousdda lot of volunteer workdoing tax returns for
widows or helping with the church, do a lot of benevolence kinds of things
which eventually grew into work for him later in lifBut those characteristics
of generosity, easy to know, enjoyed a good jekas just a very likable
personPeople were kind of attracted to hiso he was good @aromotion.

(bothlaugh

To i

Yes.Yes.Yes.

necl

ude

your

Tell us a little bit about her.

Well she was kind dfeisty.Y o u
model as a motherButshe had two older brothers whdhink, helped her
develop this sense of herselhd she could hold her own against her brothers
As | got into my teen years and heard sté@riesnean, she was a very
beautiful womanl remember one of the stories was tloat their wedding

day, she was on a float a parade in Omaha in the mornifigpen in the
afternoonthey had their wedding and a reception in the evening at an aunt

and

church They had a lot of fun.

mot her

know,

, Il 6 m

sheods

sur e.

al ways

u mome.Sm, ghey were very involved in the community and in their

The first date she had with my dad, he took her hunting, or not
hunting, but, shooting cans and things like thath a gun.He was going to
show her how tolmot a gunl guess the first time she shot the gsime hit the
can That was kind of the beginning of the sparring, you know, the fun
between themBut they got along really weland each respected whatever the
other saidWe could never work onggainst the othefhey were a team.

(laughs)

Wo r

bee
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Darn it.
(laughs) I know.

|l dondt know t hat , whadasvakedaboahfirstdhatea r d
beingl et 6s go (¢bathlaughhd shoot .

| think [in] those day# was not an expensive daféhey did a lot of
picnicking with friends and that kind of thinfh er e 6 s a
up in a treeclimbing. So they just had a lot of fun together.

great

What was her maiden name?
Downs.D-o0-w-n-s. Her faher was from southern lllinois.

Well, southern lllinois, that oftentimeseanghey came there from Kentucky
or the Confederacy someplace at the time.

Um hmm.| t hi nk It hhaatvées ntortue.r acked her

anyb

pi ct

f at

knowthere are a lot of Downs surnames down east of Redbud, which is where

my mot her 6s mdadlerlfamily nammea was Lohrbedyyo-h-r-b-e-
r-g. Her dad died at thirtping, andmy mother was only fiveSothey really
lost touch withh e r  f side ofteerfandy.It would be fun to track that.
Wedve done much
around, | think she saw her grandmother the last time when she was about

seven or ei ght ,Anddhatwhsgaheend.at her 6s s
What was her firstname?our momdés? first name
Oh, my momdés first name was Mary.
Well, thatés where the Mary comes
That 6s right.

That 6s why you have to distinguish

Yes.Yes.When | was in second grade, there were five iy the room

The teacher wanted us each to go home and decide how she was going to
distinguish us from the other foknd, because my mom was Mary, we
decided that at some point it would be confusewgn in the househal&ol
became Lynngn the seond grade.

Were you okay with that?

| was.It was kind of funl never did meet anybody named Lynuoatil | was
in college, actuallyThewoman upstairs was named Marynne Petersand |

mo r eButybietcha utshee hleor h rdbaedr g

de.

fron

bet
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was Mary Lynne LarsarSothat was just, you know, an odd thjnigat | got
to be that old before | found anybody with my name.

Did your mom work?

Not outsde the homgafter she was marrie@he was a homemakeévly
youngest sister is twenty years younger than | am, so for forty years, | would

say, she worked as a mothéaughy Sheds still working a

| need to find a better way of sayititat, | guess(bothlaugh)How many

children did she have then?

Five.

Are you the first?

| was the first.

The eldest.

I am.l am.

Did you go to all the personality traits of the eldest child?

Ithink I did,yesAnd | 6m | ({laughshg it out .

Which one of the two would you say you take after more?

| would say my father, probably, in terms of personality and sébren he

was alive, everybody would comment on hiolwoked like my dad and had

my daddos eyes and all that kind of thi
Now that my dadbdbs been gone for twe

know him, because he was in Springfield only a couple of months before he

di edéPeopl e who knowloagkigg likedenant tevingk o f n

her blue eyes. So, | guess | have an affinity for both of them. But | would say

my personality was more |ike my father

|l dm hoping you might be able to find t

| probabl could. | probably could.

Was the family religious?
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Yes.My parents were both Lutheran
when they moved to Concordia, but there
was no Lutheran church the®hen they
went back to Omaha, they talked to a
deaconess in their church to determine
what would be a good denomination
choice for themShe saidshe thought
Presbyterian was the nextdbeAnd so

they went t@

Nextbest as closest in terms o@f

(laughingl dondét know i
with getting toheaveror polity (both
laugh) or worship style or whaithe
liturgy is certainly differentBut they
joined thePresbyterian Church and have

. . Lynn Clevedon's mother, Mar
stayed with the Presbyterian Church. Margaret Downs, was "Up a ree”

while on a date with Arne E. Larson,

Lynne's father, near Omaha, NE,

My dad became very good friends " g35

with the pastor there, Paul McCleave who

when he left Concordia went to Emporiatlie College of Emporia
Presbyteriarschoo| as the president, and thealled my dad to come and be
the business manager theaad then vice president of the college.

Then the two men had careers that kind of moved together, most of the
time. We were all in Montana about the same amount of tifeen my dad
was with the natinal church, he started and developed their stewardship and
promotion departmenHe was in New Jersey, New York, and Ratithat
time, was in Oregon at Lewis and Clark College, which is a Presbyterian
school.

So Paul was the person that your éatfollowed?
He kind of followed and theén
What was his last name?

McCleave M-c-C-l-e-a-v-e. And eventually, Paul was called to American
Medical AssociatiofAMA ] to build a new progranbringing together
physicians and clergy, the whole m&aul was there a year or tyand kept
inviting my dad to come and be his vice president or associate director or
whatever My dad eventually did then leave the national church

Because he had budtnetwork of clergy all over the country when he
joined AMA, he brought those contacts in each of the states to the program
development at AMASo,Paul had access to all the physicitdretwere
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membersat the timelt was a requirement in those dayattphhysicians be

members othe AMA.

T h a thedAmerican Medical Association?

Yes yes They built committees in each state to work with this program
Eventually the sort of outcome of all of that was tinatv medical students
have someourseworkEvenin their licensing exams, there are questions

about spiritual issues with patients.

For pastors, mosyoungmen and women going through seminary
now also have to do what they cdihical pastoral ducation (CPE)n a

hospital settings 0 t hat each

spiritual problem.

is comfortabl
that no longer would a physician give a placebo if a person had essentially a

I dondt know how t hat
had CPEas a requiremenand medical schools had some knowledge of
spiritual issues, matter$hosewere originally taught by clergy and thehat

whole profession of the philosophéiiad of came in with ethics and spiritual

issues and morality and all that kind of thing.

f ol

| ows

e

n

t hr ou

But AMA then closed out that prograrpecause they had achieved the
original objectiveThen at that pointmy dad started selling real estate, which
rcl e on

brought him ful/l Ci

But that comes quite i® bi

Yes.Yes, it does.

When did the family move to Emporia?

t

his father 6

ater

When | was seversothat would have been ait 6 4 8948.Church was
always at the core of everythinye just were expected to be theYeuth
groups were alwaysgart of our livesThe two colleges he worked with were
churchbased colleges, churdbinded colleged. went to a church college.
Faith has just continued to be a very big part of who | am.

He was at Emporia College h at 0 s
College of Emporia

College of Emporia.

€ was a Presbyterian college.

Did you go to the church on campus?

wher e

he

was ?

n

y O
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Gos h, I dondt know t hatWewéneto tiee chwhs
downtown.l think the students madegh | d o n 6 Wherkl was\w.
college, we had a chapel on campus, and of course, that was required
remember
of E had a church chapelthink students probably went to t@®mmunity

attendance was required, even during the wBakl d

Presbygrian or whatever denomination.

onot

Wasit at that college he was the business managetat what you said?

He started as business manager and then became vice préffitiénhe and
Paul and PR damoldbveho was thet chagman ttie history
departmeré while they were at C of E, they took the college through the
accreditation process witllorth Central AssociatiarSo,that was their

achievement.

They were kind of generatorBhey would come in and put something
together, fix sorathing that had been broken, build something,rawl then
they were on to another project, another challefige.ey wer en ot

maintenance team.

|l Om i mpressed that a you
like accreditationor is that something you heard about

Well, | remember it waavery excitingg | donot

ng gi
aftersard

k now

rl of

t hat

word meant, exactly, but | knew that they were gamnel | knew there were
peopleon campusand they had special, entertaining responsibilitiesust

have been fifth or sixth grade when that happened.

| also understand that he was an assistant coach for the football team?

No, but as business manager for the college, he ratlthe financesSo,
for all the football teams, he wasllingtickets He was responsible for

traveling with the team when they were on the road and would be paying their
bills or, for the guys who were on scholarship, he took care of things like

haircuts and that kind of thing.

He wa® | mean, it was a small collegehave no idea how many
studentsbutit was not a big communityHe just was there for a lot of

different events.

| remembeione of the firssort of affirmative action events was him
coming home from an away game and being very upset that he had taken the
team out for dinner and been told by the owner of the restaurant that only
some of the guys would be able to eat in the main part of the dining room
And those of color would have t@aein the back or find another plade.
remember my dad having the whole team get up and go somewhete else.

dondét know how he found
of frustration at that timelhat was kind o&ninteresting..

wher e

t he

a c¢h

sort

seyv

I Kk

ot he
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We hal several people from Hawaii, a couple of young men who had
come from China and an Africalamerican student who were on tfoetball
team When we were around the campus and having football games and things
there, there was usually no probleBut | rememier, even going to Lawrence,
KansasThey wer eno6t playing the university
that night, at the end of the game, because C of E had some men of color on
the team, the opposing team tore down the goalprshember it just being
an angry, an angry evening.

| remember, | was travelling with my mom and the McCleadled
was on the team bukremember him coming over and sayjiag soon as the
game was over they were going to load the bus and [Edvee y wer endot e
going tochange in the locker room, just because it was getting ugly, the sort
of antksentiment.

How does a very young girl process something like that?

Well, at the end of World War 1, we were still living in Concordivill get

emotiona) but | remember the war was over and the community decided to

celebratel remember going downtowh was sitting on my d:
and we were watching the para&eople were so excited was wonderful.

The war was oveand it was a joyous occasion

But, I dondt know, ten minudits, twen
coul dnodt hayvkwabtecsiny atowratd have that quch of a
paradé but there was a flatbedeing pulled by a tractor that came around
the corner down the stredihey hadHitler in effigy, in a noosehung on the
back of the trailerlt scared me so muchecause the crow&motionwent
from this very excitedoyful celebration to booing and such hateful souhds.
remember my mom took me home.

They went to the fairgroundsd burned Hitler in effig.  wa s n 0t
there | was at homeButeven from our homd could hear the angry sounds
of the crowd | remember my mom was asking what was going aand she
said,ii WIlé (with emotion)some people really hate him for whatdid, 0
And she saidfiwhathe did was horrible But she saigh ¥u cano6t | i
hated That was kind of the first lessonfnor gi venessButl don
anyway, when we got to Emporia then, and there were some of those
experiences, | remember jussirt of drawing already on that learning.

Ve
ot

Was that one of your earliest memories?

A

| supposeThat 6s one of my earliest memori e:
the crowd mentality and how we function in crowidghink that was the first

time the learningwaso n 6t b e s uc k e.dHave antognioh he nega
aboutitb ut gebcau@ht up in destructive activities.

Wel |l , again, thatabthategriyandge a | esson to
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Cleverdon: Pretty unusual, | would say, yeah.

DePue: Have you always been one who had such good powers of observation on these
things?

Cleverdon: | guess sppartlybecause we moved around quite a bit, | think, and | never
had a group of people that were my peer pressure group, because by the time |
was getting to know people enough that they might have been swaying me, we
were moving againlaughs)So it was the family that really shaped so much
of mygrowingupThat 6 s an i n tBetrbecausewegould hought .
move2

Like in second grade, we weteere for five yearsBut it probably
wasnot until about fifth grade that th
of the groupbecause a lot of them had been in families who founded the
community They were a very closenit group and family who dithings
together all the time

We | ived just outside of town, so |
the girls or living down the street or anything like thée were pretty
isolated A lot of what | did was at the campu$ou know, | had a lot of big
brothers and sisters in the campus community.

DePue: You mentioned you had a sister who was twenty years behindyodyou
have some other siblings that were pretty close in age that you spent a lot of
time with?

Cleverdon: | played quite a bit with my broén, who was two and a half years younger
than | am Butthen my sister was seven years youdger

DePue: Yeah, ofrat 6 s to

Cleverdon: ¢é Tim was fifteen years youngeand then Elise was twenty years younger
So,l was kind of t thapertAlthbughsall thetkilshad mot her

A

chores astheycamealo®But | 06 m ¢probablgto myrsistevs and
brothers than | ever was growing up.

DePue: Wel |l , 1 6ve | usbecag®liwastintigupdbytge nickmame. i n
The college name for theollege of Emporiathe FightingPresbies

Cleverdon: (laughs) Yeslté kind of a misnomefbothlaugh)althoughthey were very
good in football and maybe in basketball, but I only went to football games.

DePue: What was the next move for you?
Cleverdon: We moved to Billings, Montana in 1953.

DePue: So, you would have been twelve at that time.

10
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| would have been twelve, almost thirteen, ya&le. went to Rocky Mountain
College, where my dad was business manddere were three different
denomirations involved in that college.

And this is just an interesting little asi&lerhe president wésoh my
gosh, it just went out of my minélVe have to come back to thaHimes
HerbertHines who had been a pastor here in Springfield, lllinois, believe it or
not. He had gone out to be president of the colldéyyedad applied for the
business manager positi@ghe was therd.iving across the faculty circle of
five homes from us, was Phil Turner, who had been the choir director at First
Methodist downtown, odnited Methodist, whatever it was, the circular one.

At that ti me, I had no idea where they

't wasndét until | g aHti nteos, 6@rpearti ngf i el

who helped staftRobert Morris College hereSo, ny dad was business
manager there and Paul was in Bozeman, Montana as a pastended
junior high, seventh, eighth and ninth grade there.

In a public school?

In a public schoolAt the time, Billings was abo@0,000 [population]The

GreatNorthern Rdroad had some headquarters there for oil and coal interests

and things like thatWe loved MontanaWe got to the mountains a lot.
Actually, because of my age, whenever | had moved anywiéosving
Montana, and people said ffieW are you frof d would always claim
Montana until maybe twenty years ag@/ell, | was born in Kansasut |
identify with Kansas and Montana now.

Ther eds mor econirfgfran Montasid. i g u e

Yes, yes.It was interesting how people treated yatien we mged on to
New Jersey, having come from Montaiau know, did you ride horses to
school?No. Did you farm?”No.We wereinacityand it di dnot

skyscraperand New Yor k wasndédt across the

cosmopolitanEach move | made was éarger communityit was a nice
progression.

| was going to say that Billings probably felt like a big town when you moved
there.

Oh, it did.It did. It hadthree blocks of downtown storésoth laugh)and

several grade schoolBhatwas really the first timestarting in a new school
where everybody i n t heThatwasuokelightfuld n 6 t
because they had come from different elementary schidudse were a lot of
people feeling shuffled up and knewhenwe were alin the same boaSo

that was very nice

11

hav

roi

k no



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue:
Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

It was a lot of fun to get a little more involved in activities and begin to
feel I was in control oy life.1 t hi nk thatdés part of th
important was | was at an age where | could claim the community for myself
in a way that you,whHeverpérdntsarsinciargeounger ¢

How many years did you spend there?

ThreeWelefti n .65 6

While you were there, | knothad we | | |l 6m not sure how t
lknowits part of this whole nad Mantanave t ha
is aRighttoWork StateTel | me about why thatos 1 mg

| have vague recollection®ur ministe at the time was outspoken aboét la

guess you could call it, a political issue, which was right to widrnk it

was a union, nomnion issueWe had a lot of migrant workensho would be

in the area during the summereally was not reading news keeping up

withit. Butt he i ssue in the congregation bec
position on a social issue.

| think, prior to that, pastors were pretty much expected to prieach
scripture to your morals and your decisions and your behaviongoand
beliefs This was maybe the first time that somebody was taking a stand
wasnot for a candi dpstemembeuthatsortof was on
festering in the communitygain, not being really aware of all of the issues

He eventuallyéft the congregatiarit the time | thought that was
maybe theissu¢. 5 m not sur e o.Butggairs mytparenss about
were always good friends with clerdyo,l remembemy dad and their
family, wdoatherdsoa famityjandgrdainue to be friendly with
them[the clergy]

But that was just anothsport ofopportunity for my dad tsort offeel
itGs important to pay attention to individuals, no matter who they are, and that
if you are a good person and you do good work, yamukl have access to
jobs and pay and shossesl dndét be controll

Does that mean that your father was in agreement with the mithiatrl

wantto make sure | understand thighat the issue about right to work is that

t her e wa s neatthatsomebedy bad to benn the union, that the state
didndét require that.

't di dndét ,sghtppworutl dunndito mrise qduoinrdet tthheimm.k i
do with state employees. doné6ét know what the demogr
whether itwas farn®d

Was there mining in the area?

12
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There was miningAnaconda Cpper was really big in the northern part of the
state.l havea feeling that it may have had more to do with some of the
migrant farm workeran the more agriculturalgrt of the state, which would
have been around Billings, between Billings asa, Great Falld.justé |
donodté k na evn 6ltjust kemamber him taking a stand that was not
necessarily popular with everybody.

These would have been in the Eikewer yearsDo you have a sensé how
your parents voted in elections?

| think they were Republicahknow they were RepublicaMy dad was even
a Republican committeeman in Arlington Heighttien he was there.
Although, they did have a deke for Dan Walker(both laugh)Families stick
together.

Wedl |l get Magbehabhatadasebecause Dan

Mayor Daley[Chicago MayorRichard J. Dalely
It could have been.

But weol | gneafatertsassion.h at her e

But, yes, Republican.

Moving around as much as you did, were you able to stay in touch with the
larger family, with the grandparents?

Um-hmm. My grandparents contindgo be in Omaharom Kansaswe

would get up there multipletimesaydare caus e my momos
theremy dadbds br oNebar gwa su pt hadtiohe vathp e n d
cousins.

Our family, starting n , Iba8 family reunionsvery two yearsie
move around and whoevieost® The cousins in my generation have put
them all togethemntil this next year[when]it will be the next generation,
which is pretty remarkabl&hosekids are going to take over.
Theyodr e

ready to step

up.

Theyor e r e.dlaytells youwheresl pm in the chajhothlaugh
My mother is the last survivor of her generatimnthe immediate family.

The reason | broughip the grandparents, especially in, is | understand that
you had an interesting relationship witheoof the grandfathers.

YesMy daddés father was .HaleftSwedenopr ant
1903, camé¢o New York State, worked on a farm, learned the language, then
went to Chicago and was in the building trades.
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The story is thatwhen unionorganizers began organizing the building

trades in Chicago, he was not happy with that and chose to move to Omaha,

Nebraska, where he got into the building tradeg some years later,
organizers were working the Omaha aaal he was being pressureddim
the union

The story goes that the organizer came to him with the last ultimatum

(clears throat) and my grandfather pulled his hammer out of that little sling on
his trouser@ youknowh i s pant s, 0 and raiked it dvey higphaad t s

and justsaid,fi ldld out you hands| want to see your callusesd And the
guy turned around and walked away.

| think it was at that point my grandfather realized that his tenure was
up with that builder andith those guysSo,he went into speculatioM e 6 d

buya couple of lots and build a couple of houses and then sell and move on.

Thereds that kind of streak of

nde

somebody elsavh oot doi ng wh® sort gfagarize yourd oi n g

life. | mean, therebds that

| had alittle experience with that when they were trying to organize
civil service at the School of Medicings1U School of Medicingbecause

your | ot wasnoét g owithagunionornotlaano@e, very n

you were going to be thrown into a situatihere part of your salary was
going to pay somebody else to do whatever thewdd it sets up awe;
they.0

When unions finally did organize civil service, then a person with a

concern wasnodot suppo sTheyweresupgosedtog t hei r

to the union and let the union make an issue of whatever itAmasso it just
seemed liké | digress, anyway.

Well, it sounds I|li ke youdre rather
through the family.

(laughs) Yesthere is a b of that.

See, thatods not ;igit?di gressi on at al
Ités an underscore.

When did you move to New Jersey?

In 1956.1n kind of going back to the theme of the church and faith, my dad
had been then in Billing&hile we were in Billings, he became, | believe, the
first lay person to be the moderator of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church
That synod, which is a regional territpfythink when we were theye

14

pro

, t



Mary Lynne Cleverdon

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

encompassellontana and Wyomindecause there waslot of empty space

Interview # FMA-L-2012041

out there It was a fairly large geographic area.

What does it mean to be a moderator?

Ités like the president érYou runthe meeting$sf youodér e t he
or youoOre rtthanelacted er at or O

organization
position two years.

| would think that the president woutdivebeenan ordained minister.

presi

Well, it always had beeWell, t hey don 6 t{thegaallitl it presi
moderatorYou moderate theneetingsl d o n 6 thy theyahose that
over president, but anyway, thatos t he

It had always been clergy befpleit my dad was just a very
dedicate@ He could have been a ministéar the amount of time and
commitment he gave to the church and to his invoksets therel. think
people saw that in hinBut he was also a good financial manager and planner.

That 6s somet
responsibility there.

hing he kind of spoke

| think, when he was in that role as moderator, people from Netk Y
and thenational church headquarterame out to do some workshops and that
kind of thing and met him and chatted with him and so Gmen[they] asked

him if heo6d

b e natronal church centédin New ork and

develop a stewardship @promotiondepartmentSo, le was back to the

generating aspect of his life and was there for seven years and built this
network, really, around the country, which then led to the AMA invitation.

So 1956, the family heads eadtheredid you endup settling?

t

We lived in Harrington ParkNew Jerselyin a suburb just south of the New

York border, reallyWe were probably about fifteen, ten or fifteen minutes

from Tappan Zee Bridge.

Would that be north or south?

[té&s north

Where did that go into New YorK®8 that in the Bronx or someplace north of

the Bronx?

Ités north of the Bronxt goes in near White Plaing you go across Tappan
Zee northHe commuted across the George Washington Bridge and waas in

carpool with several people in the arethink there were five fellas that all

worked in that building.
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

Does that mean he worked in Manhattan?

Um hmm, yesl worked there the summer after my junior year in high school,
senior year iigh school, and then worked there summetsle | was going
to college.

Now, youodove kind of all udetld%®Yot hi s be
would have been fifteen years old, just at the beginning of your high school
careerls that a togh move for you?

Well, it was, but it was kind of like the other movisvas toughbecause all

of the kidsin my class had been there for their freshman.yeafl hhad/ 6 d

freshman year to kind of mel@ihey came from seven little communitiés

was a regional high schodl.f we dd been there a year ¢
been a lot easier.

In addition to them already having a year, we were two weeks into the
school year before we got thefdready, the seating arrangements were taken
care of.I got the best grades ever sophomore y@acause | sdtack,in the
back of the roonwith the thugé not thugs, but you know, the guéysand
was pretty isolatednd rode the bus.

You mean your social life was limitedou had time to focus on acadesf?

| did. There was nobody to talk to, nobody to do anything v studied.It
didnodét feel l i ke | was studying a | ot,
do it.

We went to church ifenafly[New Jersely which was a different
school systeml.was active with the choir therewas active with the youth
group therd had some leadership roles through high school with that
group and eally related more to the Tenafly kids who were a much more
preppy group of peopldt was a more fluent community than where we
were | lead kind of a dual life.

Wel | |l 6m going to be a téaYbuldivte Iyrodz en
very light blue eyed assume you had blonde hair, petiterould thinkthat

some of those boys in the baakthe class were noticing ypsomewhere

along the line.

| t wtaxauld geé yeah [DePue laughghst commentst hat t hey di dr
make to meso much, chats that théycomments with each othevly dad

was pretty good &1 wo ul dn 6t etsnap but hewedped me hat e

be terribly naivel always had this kid of sense that, they, the guysknew

what was goingon n my head, Il di dndt,whide | di s a
would lead us off into my attitudes about sexual harassrBebtve wo n 6t g o
there.(bothlaugh
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Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Well, maybe later onYe a h ,
of the high school?

t hat 6s

Interview # FMA-L-2012041

Northern Valley Regional High School.

That 6s

Um hmm.

| would assumgif you go back there nayité just one solid mass of suburbs.

a

mout hf ul

a \Whatwasrthe hame ,

You know wha? It was when | was ther&/hen | go back, the high school
looks pretty much the same as it did when | was tAdre only difference is
itGs all surrounded by a huge chéirk fence.A lot of the property has been

fencedt h a't

hadnot

been

when

we

wer e

Has the character of the neighborhoods changed since you left?

Not that much, but @ interestingbecause our home and subdivisicasvon
what had been a vegetable faamuge farming operatiorso, therevere no
trees.In our yardwe had put a lot of very smalittle trees Sincewe were

there seven years, they had grown some

Several years agaovhen | went back with my son amibm to see the
neighborhood} had no trouble getting aroundll the landmarks are still the
same But the trees are wonderfully huge.

When my sister and her husband had gone to try and find the house,
they had troubleShe was that much young&he saidit i s

There are too many tree
still looked likethd at e eadlyd ® § s

canoét

tBey were in the right spoButin her mind, it

You mentioned choiDid you get involved in some other activities?

| was inFutureTeachersGroup.| sang with the choruswas in a couple of
o .fl had aomee,thatany jdmodygar wi n
because | thought, well, this would be a way to meet pedpé.| did that

the class playga n

was fun, just running for an office ahdving to make a speech and that kind
of thing ButJohn Fry got electedbothlaugh)

You remember who beat yolWhat was the class office?

for

Vice presidentBut John won.

an

You mentioned to mavhen we first metsomething about a rttateam.

Oh, well, yesl was on the math team.

Not many people say that.
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Cleverdon: No. (laughg There were five students from Northern Valley and five students
from all of the public high schools around the stptetty muchWe had fve
or six regionsThe five of us would go off to the regional center, with
everybody else from our region 6 d b e ; eaehafrthe otimers would be
two, three, four, fiveThen we would work our problems and call the results
in to a local clearing ptze. Then they would tally the totals for all five teams
around the staté\nd then you would be on the winning team for that,day
not.

We got togetheprobably five or six times during the ye#irwas fun
to do a little traveling, see other high sohoampuses, that kind of thing.
remember going to one of the meets that actually had a cahpaan, like
they had three or four different buildingSne was a science building and one
was language arts and sa bremember it was a new concept at time.
Now, there are other places that do that.

DePue: What were your favorite subjects?

Cleverdon: Math, | was planning to major in math until I hit calculus in colleld@ePue
laughs]And for the first time, | really began to like literaturevas apoor
readerl think my background in reading was not that grisktybethat was
the moving around early oMy parents are both readers, but | just played
outside most of the time.

DePue: Wel |l , at that stage of scmhmkingthat at | eas
English was half grammar and half literature.

Cleverdon: Yes.Yes.
DePue: Did you not warm up to the grammar side ofig much as the literature?

Cleverdon: Not so muchl did okay with it, but it was just If you read, you were inside
sitting down | was sort of run around, ride horses with a friend, or climb trees
or take a hike or ride my bike, you know.

DePue: Most of that sounds like the Montana days.

Cleverdon: Well, Kansas, Montangln] New Jerseyl started working after schqahy
junior year Andthen | had church activities, was moderator for our church
youth group, anth my junior yeaystarted a teen canteérhose were days
when kids really di,dthedthan diveareunGoouvh ol e |
church sponsoredtaen canteer wasthe coordinator for all of that and
picked up all the sodas and got the light gels and took caetodf
transforming the fellowship hall every Friday night, and getting[Di3s
jockeys] and thingsThat was a lot of fun.

18



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

Therearea couple of different directions | can go hdrater on in your life
youbdre going to | ive t h,histaricaheveats coupl e
Washistory an interest for you?

No. | regret so much not having a better backgrourtdstory and a better
appreciation for history in the making.

When | was in high school, they were doing a new progvamere
English and history were taught by the same faculty pefdanidea wasyou
would learn the history and you would read literature of the period, about the
period, whateved. always had an English background faculty memivéio
would spend thregquarters of that twgeriod time looking at English and
reading

That was wonddul, but when we got to history, it was kind of like
everybody read a paragrgghn d we 6 d g o.ltavasaleadlyhnda t abl e
in college | took one history coursé&he professor took questions from
footnotes and captions under the pictures and a ldetadl.

| always thought history would be much more,freading biographies
or whateverin Englishy oudér e not readin@dorsao many h
| east &mucldmocerréativewriting j ust di dndét have
sweep of historywhich o w  ltrygngnto go back and catch uputthere just
i snét enough time to get it all done.

What |1 06d |l ove to be able to do is r
African history, South American history and just bring it all down together
because | tmk what was happening in different parts of the watdifferent
times would be so interesting to correlate or compare or something.

We | | ,talklalout that era that you grewupWe 6 r e t al ki ng abol
1950s So many Americans look baek that, maybe @ all the baby boomers.
(CleverdonaughgYou 6re just a Ilittle in front

But anyway, the baby boomers look back at that era as the idyllic time to be
growingupin AmericaYou6ve got t heondaWaogotithee of t e
great music and things like th&id you get caught up iall of that as well?

Was that a good time to grow ,ymu think?

Well, being in Kansas at that time and in fairly small communities, there was

the underbelly othings going onWe used to go to Garden City to visit

friends | remembewhen blacks in that community were coming to the

swimming pool There were some issues around integrafitiose issues

di dndét ar i@ afternve IEtBy they filladin the swimming

pool. The svimming pool waggone. Now maybe it didndét hav
that issue, but it was just peculiar to get back there and see that there was no
community swimming pool there anymore.
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

We were unencumbered of television and all ¢hkiads of things

Andyoudi dnét have air condi%ojtheni ng, s

influences were local.guessmaybe on some levglit was idyllic in that it
kind of harked back to an earlier timewas sort othe end of the
development of thaculture without the influences from T\as much.

And Billings, the sameEveni n , thésebwas one cable channel in
Billings. | would watch Lawrence Wella musical variety shojwvhen |
babysat for people on Saturday night, if they had a television.

That 6s what the grandparents and paren

Yes.Well, it was the only thing o hen | got to New Jersegnd all of a
sudden, there were radio stati@ust oftargeting kidsThere was American
Bandstandteendance shoy

We were very close to New York City, and although a lot of students
my agein New Jerseyhad never been to New York, which was twefing
minutes awayl got in a lot There was theatgthere was musjdhere was the
excitement of New York City and Times Square and Rockefeller Center
ancé | mean, it was wonderful.

| could never figure out why so
and finally asked somebodyhey saidfi 6u know, there are just a lot, of
like, derelicts and you could get robbed or mugged @&kind of that fear of
the big city.There was some of that, but if you knew what you were doing,
you were okayl never had any troublé&nd you went in groupsoud i d n 6 t
wander off into weird netgborhoods.

It was an exciting timeand the youth group at our church took retreats
toold farmsteads¥ ou know, wedd go out for a
activities or somethingt just felt so much moge | mean, you begin to feel
like a grownuptherel dondét know that staying
that matter, would have had the same excitement, partly because it was not
New York.

It sounds like you were thinkintpatthat was the right place to be at that age.

Yes.Yes.Yes.My parents always spoke in terms of responsibidihd my

parents had saidtomdf i youdr e out wandybuwanttgr oup

stay out a little longer and you call hogné Therewere some phrases that we
used If everything was going weland | redly did want to stay out, | would
give the right phrasef | wanted them to sayi N, you still have to come
homeg then there was another phrastich you usedAndthen they said

A N, you had to come homed
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DePue:
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Sothey were always my fall back. was agood group of kidshut

they were just thinking aheaith that environmentwhich had not been the

case in Billings.

Do you remember the phrases?

Yes.It would be i Ae you having a good tir?é\nd | could sayi Tings are
going great and | would gay. Butif | said,i W& | | ,

we O rodgherhita v i

ng

was time to come homéothlaugh The great was good and fun was not so

good.

Dar n,
school?

Not really. Mostly it was churctrelated activities and choir and fellowship
and studies.

|l &ém afraid

Did you do any dating?

Yes.Yes.| started dating in Montan®&eople could drive at age fifteen, so |

went on my first iathe-car date with my date whenvas|in] eighth gradel

donot

know i f that was part of

[where]you had to be sixteen and a hétioth laugh)

t

Any hohbies wheroyougvere ih lnighe , f

he re

We landed in New Jersey about three days after | could have gotten
my license in Montanaut, yeah | dated a fellow from the church for a
while. He was a couple of years old@&vhen he went off to school, then |
dated a fella from my high school class.

Now see, | was righSome of the boys were paying attention.

(laughs) He andstill get in touch, actuallyH e
know, five or six years agdtés been fupandl 6 v e

We 6 v e

tracked
me t
gotte.h aiood b ek,iformavetmatdcerftinuity with

me

somebody from way back then.

You said hat you were thinking at that time you wanted to be teachiath?

| was interested in math, having a math deghetually, | wanted to be a
Katie Gibbs secretaryyvhen | was in high school.

A Katie Gibbs secretary.

Katie Gilbs.KatharineGibbs was @& sort of finishing school, secretarial
training in New York They spoke at the high school and promoted becoming
a secretary through their system and working in through the back door
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

This waskind of the beginning of my exposute, like,wo mendés | i b
issuesThey wer en 0 tattlearhel ind & §ut thetided wasf you
were a very competent secretary, you could come in as a secretary and begin
to move up in an organizatiohhere would be opportunitieshat sounded
great to me, and youwWwWhatwsr lbeitn eMew hdaamr

But, my parents wanted me to go to colleged | thoughtokay0 So |
went to collegeAt the end of the first yearwas ready to go to Katharine
Gibbs My folks said Wall no, youhave to go back for a second yeard
then if you want to switch, that would be fiaéthink they kind of knew that
aftertwoyearsy oud6d be ready to finish all fo

Where did you go to college?

College of Woater in Ohiolt was a Presbyterian college and my dad was

working for the Presbyterian Church at that timeNew York.We had

looked at College of Wooster and Occidefagbrivate, ceeducational liberal

arts college in Los Angelesj California, but Ohio just made m®sense

They gave me early acceptance, early inmy junior.y@al di dnét have
worry too much about it beyond that.

Since your dad was working for the church at that time, did you get some
financial aid or support because of that?

Um hmm.l got somel think there was probably a discoubécause he was a
church employee, and | got some scholarship®ien [for] three years
graded calculus papers for one of the faculty memBeyd.had a job.

Wait a minuteyousaidy ou di dndt .

lknow. t doesndét (agksitjusttogk me &long Eme.

Calculus was okay, but it took me a long time to figure lodid fine on the

homework, but when it came to doing it in a timed exam, | just, | could never
getthrough all the problemsjust decidedif | was struggling that hard, | was

really ignoring a lot of my other subject matt8o,| decided to correct
papersbecause once | worked the probl ems,
papers Soit was a goodgob, and | spent more time then on English and

sociology and some of those other subjects.

Did you start off a math majpothen?
| did.
How long did you last as a math major?

| was a math major for a yeand then | was sociology major, in my mind,
for a year.
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DePue: In your mind?

Cleverdon: Yeah.Imeanlhad| t hink you didndét have to de
sophomore yeafSo,freshman year | was a math majgsophomore year |
took quite a bit of sociology, ba bit of literature, which was required

They had a wonderful progranvhere all freshmen read the same four
books during the course of the yelgach quarteryou had a different faculty
member.So you might have had somebody in the efgsonomics]
department, but you might have been read@agugAlbert Camus, an
Algerian and French philosopher, author and journalsth might have had
somebody from the history department, but you were re&hnige[ Jean
Paul Charles Aymar8artre a French plhosopher, playwright, novelist,
political activist, biographer and literary critiot whatever Soit was a fun
dynamic course.

Then sophomore yedrwas doing some of the requikedmeeting so
many of these and so many of tho&ethe end of sophomoseear, | became
really, sort of discouraged with sociologyecause it was so much focus on
statistics and research and trying to get people in pigeonholes

Literature was much more fun and much more interediihgracter
development, interpersonalationships, it was gredtwas reading a loSq,
junior and senior year, then | had a lot of catching up fanderms of hours
and just did a lot of readin@ut it was so much easier to sit up with a
flashlight and finish a novel than to finish chapter twesgyen of Soc 101 or

something.

DePue: Why were you using a flashlight?

Cleverdon: Well, my roommate was usually asle§he was more organized than | was
(bothlaugh

DePue: So you boarded at the school?

Cleverdon: Yes.

DePue: Well, it makes some senggeographicallywhy you ended up in Ohio, as
well. Did you get back home very often?

Cleverdon: Thanksgiving, Christmas, spring break pretty much washe. school was on
a railroad linesowe often organized a group, a train set of ddstiallythey
weretheoldcars heyd6d tack on the end and ¢ ome
college students all along the way

Y ou bought your ticketand it was not verexpensive, which was
great.You had two or three cars that were for your kgtsng to New Jersey,
New York, Connecticytyouknow. We 6 d al | get off at Pen
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

l 6m trying to | magiatli@athasarhedraircchit of col | e
coud be a lot of fun, | would think.

Oh,itwasltwasalotoffunOccasi onally, though, we?oc
that had compartments T h eermaybealsix, three and three facing each

other, with the little glass dividers and so.drh e y 0 ah thé generators that

worked on the turning wheelgo u 6 d , grel it woald be very dimBut,

once the train started moving, then it would pickam the light would be a
little bit better/f wed6d been smart, we could hayv
Clouseaduifictional French policeharacterinspector Jacques Clousé¢ahing

or something(Mark laughs)it would have been fun.

Well, that goes back to your English background.
Yes.(laughsg

| 6m wonder i dugngthe fisststypo®rcthrea yehryin college, if you
were politically conscious at the time, if you were paying attention to that, if
you had opinions about such thiffgs

Not really.Wooster is about thirty miles west of Akron, maybe about the
samemaybe a little farther south of Cleveland, but basically a rural setting

The campus really didndédt even interact
was awareWe had a mock election and did a mock conventioemember

being a part of it, but not realpaying attention to what was happening

nationally the year of the election

That was your sophomore year, probably, the Keruidiggn [1960
presidentiacandidatesDemocratJohn F. Kennedy and Republi¢c&ichard
M. Nixon] election?Y o u  dpaydmudéh tattention to that?

| mean, | was excited about Kennedthink pretty much the whole campus
was.A lot of the students There was a big group that did major in history
and there were sonpeoplevery active orcampusin terms of studen
government and the mock election and convention, and that was pretty
exciting.

But, | was swimming with a synchronized swimming group and doing
some other thingsSo,thatwasna | wasnot acYeahymotsp ol i t i ¢
much.

My class in college, wiewe graduated n , @webhad the highest
percentage of graduatedio went into Peace Corpa volunteer program
established in 1961 by the United States Governn@promote world peace
and friendship or some kind of sort of mission work of any schioathe
country, I think, percentageise, not number, but the highest percentafie
our classJusta lot of my classmates went off to the Peace Corps.

24



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

| was going to askhow wouldyou describe the political climate of the
college? Was it moreconservative than others or pretty liberal?

| think it was pretty liberalThe school had an affiliation with a college in
Allahabad, India.

Allahabad?

Allahabad A-l-a-h-a-b-a-d orsomethindcorrect spelling is A-l-a-h-a-b-a
d]. We had a Wooster in Indi&o,we had a fairly good presence of Indian
studentsThere was one AfricaAmerican womanwho happened tbave
beenon my floor freshman year Bennieand | were pretty good friends
and a fairly good group of AfricaAmericanmen students and some other,
Filipinos, Hawaiian, a couple of guys from Hawdiiwas a nicely diverse
class considering how small our class was

We did things on the campus that were focused on diversity, but really

reaching outl was activewith he chi | drendés home, had

visit. [I] helped raise money by going to a local greenhouse and deadheading
flowers, soa lot of activity that was sort of other oriented and the school
fostered that.

Were you toying around with the ma of going into the Peace Corps o
doing something like that?

| was toying around with the idea of getting married at that, tffaeghs)and
did.

Before we get there, | wanted to ask you just a couple of other questions in
this area.This is the latéd 5 @nsle a r | yThigistle slawning of the Civil
Rights MovementWere you paying much attention to any of that?

No.l dondt r ecal Whatlremamberis thddatet orma ofc h .
the AfricanAmerican guys that waa one of my English classder a while.
We just had so much in command we always chose the same questions to
write on and that kind of thing

It wa s n 0 fortiethcallegé reumianrthat | learned how much
discrimination there was in the coramity, against the black guys who were
on campus and what they went through in that peBat].when we were all
there, it neverdawnedonpypehen wedd go out iinto t
thing® we always went in groupsbut it never dawned on me that theras
a formula, for instance, about how many white students to each black student
needed to be in the mi order for them to be okay in the communityu
had to have three whites to one black.

Was that some unwritten rubed
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The guysknew about thatruld. dondét & We |nlkl adiydmdt kno
anybody who was laping track of that informatiorBut| think it was a

cultural thing They just knew how to be safe and protected, justaiihe

people at the local pizza place or thegoeam parlor or whatever, anybody

coming in would sayfi @, those are college studentdherilit would be okay.

But otherwise, it would not have been okay.

What was the drinking age/hile you were in college?

You could geB.2beer[i n @ mt o0 X ibeea]dteightgeq, | thinki wasnodt

a big beer drinker.

Soyou werendt paying attentiotoboittheo t hi n
early efforts of doing voter registration or theisg at the Woolworth
countergsegregatetinch countersit F. W. Woolworth retail stor§a

You saw it on the news somButvery seldom did E v efter dinneysome
people would go and watch news or Yogi Bear.

Or Yogi Bear?
It was a TV show.
The cartoon show?

Yes.They wouldgather in the parlor of the dormining rooms were in the
basements of a variety of dorms.

Well, watching Yogi BesitP i sndt an inte
No. No. (both laugh) did a couple of times, but mostlyMas headed back to

the library or swim practice or something like that.

f oll6lno ws utrhea tt haelrle twhe

So,lJreally didnoét
0 ng, but | donoét

ot hers who were foll owi
involved in much of that at the time.

Tells us about meeting your future husband, then.
| met him freshman year.
What 6s his name?

David Cleverdon, David KHe was from New Yorkand | met hind

New York City?

Dobbs Ferry, just up the HudsfRiver] a little bit We actually were
traveling home for Thanksgiving and coming back on the.tfdien we sat
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together and dated for a whilEhen he dated somebody elard | dated
somebody else for a whil&nd then we got back togetherur sophomore
year.

[We had some things in commoiide had been active in his youth
group at his churcH think it was kind of encouragement from [@nor his
mother | should sag that | switched into literature from sociolodye was a
religion major.

Did he havea Presbyterian background?

Presbyterian backgrountthink[hel]pr obabl y hasndét dar kence
church since we left campudlell, yeshedidt know he was at my
funeral and a few other funeraBut, justnotactive at all in the church.

We started datindHe was very intellectual and came out of a much
more intellectual familylt was very interesting to have conversations with
him or listen to him talk and ask him questiolisvas a new and exciting time
for me intellectually.l always felt he was much brighter, far more
knowledgeable about a lot of thingjsle] had grown up outside of the New
York.

Is that what attractedoy to him?

| think so.l think so.Other people |
had dated, we just had a lot of fun
doing water skiing and hiking and
dancing and all these kinds of things.

He di dnodot t atkedirsty o
time you wentoutwith him?

(laughter) NoNo tree climbingBut

we did, when we graduatédNe

were married just before our senior
year, and we got a little motor scooter
for our transportation around campus
that yearAt the end of the year, we
decided it would be fun to take a Lynne and David were married on August 25,
summe trip. We traded in our scooter 1962 inNorwood, New Jersey. (
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and got a used BMW motorcycle asylent the whole summer traveling about
12,000miles.

This was after you graduated?
After we graduated, yeah.

Well, thatods "‘
adventure.

It was.We had all of the
graduation activities fathe
weekend and left the last
party and went home and
spent about six hours figuring
out how to strap everything

we were going to take on our Lynne's family members join Lynne and David Cleverdon
on their wedding day. From left to right are Kristen Larson,

motorcycle.Sort of late at Mary Larson, Timothy Larson (in front) the bridge and
night, [We] put on our he|met3 groom, Arne E. Larson and Arne L. Larson.

and our jackets and got on the

bike and left town, witleverything else in a trailer that his parents then would
pick up toward the end of the summer and take to Chjwelgere we were

going to land in September.

This is not a trailer hooked onto the back of the motorcycle?

No, no.This was dittle trailer we left in the yard where we had lived that
senior year.

Were you camping out across the country?
Yes.Yeah.

That s ki nd of,if a
youbdbre fitting ev
motorcycle.

(laughg I looked for a picture,
because | thought you would get a
kick out of it, because wead two
saddle bagsAnd, vertically on the
saddle bagswvere two sleeping bags
and then a little rack at the back had |
a Coleman stove, twburner
Coleman stove topped with like a Lynne and David took a 10,000 mile tour of the

' western United States for their honeymoon. The
backpack that had some food and Garden City, Kansas Telegram featured the couple
ponchos and a few of those kinds of inits July, 1963 edition.

things We traveled very light.
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We had a tent, a pup terfsometimes we used it just as a ground cloth,
but often weldwas fpn goirginto tameing greundgest of
the Mississippilt was like the parents pulling all the children in aroundt the
trousers and skirts and protecting them, because here we came.

But, once we got the tent up and the Coleman stove was going and the
sleeping bags were in the tepéople would come around look at the
motorcycle and chaSo we met a lot of peoplandtwo or three times people
invited us to come to their house and do our laundry and take a bath and sleep
in a bed.

| was wonderig about baths and things like that.

There were shower houses a lot of plaCesasionallywe 6 d g e.tButa mot e
there were times wheme wouldjust pull off the highway and put our leather

jackets over the chrome on the bike so that no light véouldars were

passing, they woul dndét seeThenfjwat t her e
would] get up in the morngand eat ravioli and spinach out of cans or

somethingl mean, it was not glamorous, but it was a wonderful trip.

Leat her jackets c¢onj uifoatew moprcyclen@dupes of
and things likethal. s uspect you edhatdut daybeqaui t e | 0
were closer to that than regular college Rids

Well, no. T hwhat jGssblew people awayhey just would never imagine
usdoingthatlt was Hel | 6 s Anégl bddbeertweariegmgnd par
hair long, but | got my fstreallys hort haircut, because |
blonde hair flipping around out from my helmet when we got into [LAs

Angele§ and San Francisd&alifornid|.

We were concerned about thiaecause there was just so much PR
about those group8ut, looking back on it, if they had thought we were two
guys riding on a cycle, they might have bothered us more than a guy and a
girl. You know, you never knovBut there were only two or three times
where we found ourselves coasting past motorcyalepaked parallel,
pointing outin the evening, byive] never had any trouble.

What are some of the highlights of the trip, the places that stick with you
today?

Well, the Royal Gorge in Coloradol had never been the&ewhich [is] just
stunning, coming down and going across that bridge.

You went across the bridge over the Royal Gorge?
It was beautiful.

|l tds a deep gorge.
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It is. It is. Butjust the vistasAnd the Grand Canyon was pretty amazing.
had beentere as a childVhen we lived in Montana, we had made a trip
down that waySoit was fun to introduce DavidVe hiked down into the
Grand CanyonWe went down for about an hqand then we had to get
ourselves back uglaughs)it took longer.But thatwas really fun.

San Franciscawaswonderful,because people wese friendlythere.
If we had pulled over and were looking at a map, invariably somebody would
come up and talk to us and point us where td/g®were going to go down
Highway 1, but it hadbeen washed outhis was about nin¢hirty at night
We stopped in a little caféomewhere on the south side of San Franciato
were talking to the guy behind the counterd he saidi ¥ u cand6t go ¢t h
way,because t he hi oThaawmdadellawsittisghreedtootsu t .
away at the counter,and hesgidld u 6r e going to néed som
He saidfi M wife and | have just packed everythingWjle 6 r e getti ng r
to move out of our apartment tomorroBut if you want to put yourlseping
bags on the floor heoe, youbre wel come

So we followed him home, spent the night thénet itGs one of those
things thatyou wish you had written down the address, coming back to the
sense of history, t hlkelhagdtenasignaaeny t hi n
made an address, was doing notes or somethinghdyivere jusé Things
like that happened Thatwas pretty remarkabl&@hen we went through
Yellowstone and up to Billings.

That was the return trjp take it

That was the returrYes, we were on our way badckle had cal |l ed Dav
parents, whose anniversary was towards the end of Auihest were having
a big twentyfifth wedding anniversary celebratiowe said W& 6r e her e i n

California, there are like tedays, maybe eight days left¥tej ust caw@wbét co

But then we got on the motorcycle and did the téde.wound up in
my grandparents backyard in Omaha, stopped with my pare@tscago,
and then got on to New Hampshitiee night before the big partyhat was
pretty exciting And then [we] came back to Chicago and started graduate
school.

Did you get through the Black Hillas well?

I dondt tlthinkwe dreapped sbutldand just came across northern
Nebraska.

Wasmost of this on interstate§?h at 6 s st i | | fairly early
system.

No, not coming homelhe best part was being on Highway 80 in lowa.
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Interstate 80?7

Interstate 80, which had justopendtd er e wer e treddsoretheen ti r e
cementit was just gorgeousVe went flatout, eighty-five miles an hour

with no impediment, until we got to the end of the construction a&reanyou

were back down on twtane highways.

Wel | | as an | owan, odeednintenstatéa .er e6s not

No.No.We di dndot s pendItweatpretty quicklydhenice | owa.
thing wag Oh, the most exciting, | guess, event, we had been in Garden City,
Kansas with friends that | had visited as a kid

Of course, their dult children were now gone, but we stayed with the
CarmichaelsThe day we left Garden Citwe were going west, hoping to get
out toward Denvellt was so amazindecause we broke down in western
KansasDavid hitchhiked back to Wichitdg<ansa$ and found a dealer there,
got a trailer, came back, trailered the motorcycle back to Wjarnthwe
stayed with that dealer for a couple of desgthathe could fix our
motorcycle.

[We] went to a motorcycle club meetingwast he f i r st ti me |
or bea in a group of bikers, with the bandannaséiithey were rough
hombres, and their women were equally raulyhd here we aré Without
our jacket and he]|songbedcolegekidsdromtiiest | i ke
East.We hung around for about an hpand that was kind of interestinBut
then we were on our way agaifhatwas the only problem of the trip.

|l Om going to take a couple of steps ba
junior year?

Just before senior year, yes.

And was Davidn the same class as you were?

Yes.

What did your parents think about the two of you getting married in college?

It was very unusuaht the time, | think, for people to be marriedless you
werecoming out of he military, veterans.

| think they both felt we were more mature than we probably were and
were willing to support us financiallgt the same level they had during our
junior year.l think they were very supportivélis parents were very fond of
me andl was very fond of them and his familMy parentsenjoyed David
and feltthat lwas mature and must know what | velsng. It was really a
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supportive environmentherewas nevek Wewer end6t goi ng agai.l
folks or no animosity, that kind of thing.

That made it a very nice senior ye@fe were the only ones marridd
think David wagpresidenbf the Student Christian Association on campus
that year It was a good yeajWe] lived off-campus in an attic apartmeat!
the fun that goes along with that.

How did you folks end upat the end of your college careasademically?
Where were the standings?

Davidlwaoséwé6t know that he was valedict
class marshal, so he led tmenin.1 dondét r ealrdnked, kunlow wh e
did much bettergradewise, junior and senior year than | had eatlier

| just remembermwe took the same class from Miss Matier, literature
class | went to pick up the final paperand she was so excited | had gotten a
higher mark than David had gottday a plus or somethinghe was a very
strong womenodos | i bb ¢She]lmadtbnertimeadatedr et i r e n
and been engaged to the president of the college, but they hadnasvied.
He had never marrie@ut everybody knew Miss Matier ait. Lowry.

Wedbl |l get it in the transcript eventua

It was so excitingbecause she was rooting for.r8he even invited me to
come and wrap presents for h&he was ta first cultured woman, | guess,
and thatl ever got to know fairly well.

She invited me to work with her in her home when she was having
parties.I would polish silver with herShelived in this fabulous coach house
| knew how to take some old curtait&t she loved and stitch them, gp
that she would cover this whole wall of windows with these curtaitisout
having to undo them al¥ou know, it was just whipping them together, but
she thought that wésl could do practical thingsnd she was antellect.

| just remember enjoying her, but she was always safiifjw y ou o6r e
just as bright as your husband, you kndeu caré 6 So, anyway, she was an
encouragement.

What did your parents thirkboutthat extended tour as a honeymoon across
thewestern United States?

Wel l, they didnodt hdtwasinte@estingnhowgh t o s ay
during the course of the summer, | think we sent postcards from Royal Gorge,

and | dondét think we cWeweepgoffanded or c
awayDavi débs parents, we | earned | ater,
concerned
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My parents always took the attitudewe had a name and an address
on us, bad news would find them soon eno&yghthey were kind of laid back
about it.I think mydad hadraveled from Omaha tGhicago forsome kind of
big event in Chicagd-de went via train cars think he was kind of rousting
cattleor doing something, but he was kind of an adventuresome feHoy.
think it was not horrendous fdng¢m.

DePue: Did you give even a second thought abawybe we should contact our folks
and tell them webdre okay?

Cleverdon: Never occurred to m&lever occurred to m&heir attitudewas helpful later,
when my children, after my divorce, would be travghnith their dadl
would expect them home at30,and they might not geéhereuntil 9:00 For
a while | hyperventilated when things like that happened, but then | realized
bad news would find yosso,l 6 ve had a much easier | if

DePue: Either thator they took after their mongbothlaugh)
Cleverdon: Yeah.

DePue: Thereds one ot herl 6gnu etshtiinokni nlg htahvies tios a
something that will come up again, but you mentioned that your husband had
this religious backgroundbut then nevewent to church after that.ou also
just told me that he wawhat, the president of the Christi@ub?

Cleverdon: Student Christian Association.

DePue: Thereds a disconnect there.
Cleverdon: Well, | never fully understood itie majored in religiod
DePue: In college.

Cleverdon: In colleg®d wentto divinity school at the University of Chicagahink he
wanted eventually to teacht the time, he thought he would teach religion on
a college campus think he waé There were a lot of things abéutd o n 6 t
know if it was Presbyterian beliefs or Christianity in genddal wrote a
thesis on Jesus adragic hergas opposed to savior

| think, from as much as | could understand what he was diaj,
was getting a very good grounding in religion gedting the vocabulary and
sort ofgathering all of the contexsothat then in talking with theologians or
others in the religious community, he could speak the language, but maybe
come to a different conclusion. dond6t know i f Hedndt make
my dad used to argue a.ltitwould get very heated, because my dad was a
very active layman, believer, and David was the educptetessional
scholar.
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Would David have considered himself a Christian?
Il dondt t hi rcleimddéhat title exacdy. h a v e
Di d n Oever comeup between the two of you?

Well, I made a lot of assumptigrsecause of his high school involvement
with his fellowship group and everything d o n owherekhat began to
shift. Idond t  kljustém made a number of assumptions.

Would it be correcto assumehat, when you first got married ou wer en ot
going to church, either, then?

| d jrebualadly.We had chapel on campus that was compulstoy could
miss Xnumber of timesl did sometimes go to church downtowyith some
of my roommates, but | was not really active.

The year he wasWh ewe were seniotde was president, | guess
the Student Christian Associatiomhat yeayinstead of doing the kind of
traditional, whatever those activities were, we had not been active with that
group Sowhen he ran for that position, | 6
one other persqgmunning for that, who had been active in that group, coming
up through freshman, sophomore, junior y@&art David got elected.

That yeayhe brought several leading Presbyterian theologians to the
campus, or the organization diBluthe was the thouglehind the actioriWe
had three different theologians who came and spoke on campus, kind of a
colloquium It was a very exciting year and a totally different direction,
though, much more intellectually stimulating, I think, for people, for the
students whattended[It] introduced them to a broader context of
Christianity.

How did you personally deal wiih, when David and your father would get
into these argument$Xd that bother you?

Oh, gosh, yeqlaughs)It was terribly frustrating because he woul d
wo ul dn 6 tAndng tlad redlly bgleved what he was sayidy. dad
di dndot back down.

Well, did you consider yourself a Christian at that time?

| did, but | was one of those Christians whose light wateuthe bushel
think people appreciated my integrity and my personalityvamat | did for
people, but they would not have connected it with chundgmembeyit was
that age where | really fethe man should be the head of the household

Whenhe sarted back to church, | was going to be really happy to go.
When we lived in Hyde Paiftllinois], | had started going to church,
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occasionally, just by myself, because | realized | wanted to be fee.in
Springfield (lllinois) when my daughter was ait five, | realized | really
wanted to get back to church and started going.

But very oftenthe only time he was home was Sunday morrang! |
just went ahead and werRartly because neighbors were beginning to invite
Carol to church with them, andHoughtt her eds somet hi ng
picture, so then | started back.

wr o

We had talked about Hyde Patk. assume thatds where t he

up, after this long trip?

Yes.We lived in Hyde Park for several yeaffien in aboutd 70006 7, We
moved to South Shore, which is in Chicago, South Shore [(Bweve were
fairly near Rainbow Beach Park.

Now, weodre a |ittle bit ahfewsdd of t he s
David was at the University of Chicago in tDe/inity School?

Divinity School um hmm.

Did he have the intention of getting ordained?

I dondt Itiedhe wag goingto get his degraead then maybe

teach religion at the college leyalas my expectation.

Well,l 6 m sorry té&Wdlel peggk ngt haetr@@édmmy | ob,
curious that you .Buyo wdrue ;dhonsbeew bfed | e v e
married for a couple ofyearsnpwnd you really werenodt s
whether he wanted to get ordained?

Oh, 1 6dm pretty sure hYeahdi dndét want to

He saw himself as teaching religion?

Right, or related courses.mean it might have been philosophy, but much
more religionl t hi nk, t hat 6s Mrhighthave leeenthats
he would have gotten into world religionsnean, he could hagel don 6t
know. Buthe got sidetracked into politicgothlaugh)

goin

And thisi s , thesfdl of&3, when the two of you got theréd/hat were you
doing during thosérst few months?

| got a job with Harper Library in their circulation department.
Was that a public or private library?

At the University of Chicago.

35



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue: That omainoneh e

Cleverdon: On the university campus, yeah, thig old Harper LibraryAnd [I] worked in
circulation The second semestéistarted graduate library schodhen we
were gone that summer and the summer 6&hd fall Whenwe came back,
| started teachingas a supat Reavis Elementary School the city.

DePue: Did you have a teaching certificate?
Cleverdon: | di dndét have a | |
certificate at the By nge \ e L HILLEE
time but decided Hhr » .1,1_. ‘ | ﬂ 4 g . ¢
to start taking D, AR ‘ N & ‘
. 4

teacher education

courses at E 8 . -
Chicago : ‘ /;,\‘_-/’}%5 ’ ol
Teacher s o6fu B IR Yia DESALSH G 3
College. g : o R A
Then [I] & ° y v 4 '\‘\. Ag
got pretty sick - ’ ‘ 1 -t LR -y R
and the doctor e t | i W M| | 'n | \i 8

Nz

»
I}

REAVIS,'SCHOOL P MAR 1967 M2~
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saidi budr e
working;y o u 6 r
in graduate

library schooj
youodre te
parttimeggy ou6r e runni ng hodndee saididéu neectan i ng t t
stop doing whatever it o,$dropgecat you don
graduate library schogbecause | was workingelping support usso[l]

continued with the teaching and then took teacher edugatdhat |

gualified to get hired by the city.

School photo for Reavis School, March 1967.

DePue: Just a couple of other questiphsfore we probably end for todayfovember
22, 109 6[BresidenFI&hd B. Kennddyssassinate@o you remember
that day?

Cleverdon: |do.Ido.lwas working in the libraryBy then | was an assistant to the
woman who was kind of the manager for circulatiomas concerned
because a couple of people had gone for lunch bagakthey were not back
whenthey did come back, they were very+eyked andtearty coul dnodot f i
out what was wrong, but pulled them aside and askeely then revealed the
assassination.

Then | just remember myself being so emotional and being so

devastated that something like this would happen, an attack on a president
Not being a student of histofy di dndét reali ze there had
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been shot at, anywaljust remember, it was gorgeousfall day, and
walking homeup Woodlawnwas such an unreal sense that everything
looked normalb ut i tThimga lsath dhdangett waskind of the end of an
era and an attitud&.ou know, sometimes things happen in your life that
change thedaor of the lens through which you see thinblsat was one of
those events.

DePue: Was part of your respondeecause you were such a strong suppastgust
the fact that he was the President of the United Stiftesy 6 ve assassi ne
President othe United States?

Cleverdon: Well, it was partly thatBut he represented a hopefulness and a positive
attitude and &we can do and with the Peace Corps and so many of my
friends who had gone into the Peace Cgaitpsas just like ités not over It
was n 0 t, bubivwag attackedRealizing that there were forces out
ther&@ Be i imHyde Parkwhi ch i s a very | iberal co
believe that there are Goldwaterftgsut in the periphery, or conservatiyes
way to the right, out in the periphery, becaué&stich an insular
environment, or it was for me.

DePue: Webve been at it f orltmightoosfeellikethatBuwo hour
see, thatodos because weodve lteald such an
appreciate itThis probably is a good place to stop todayd then next time
we can deal in your Civil Rights experiences and take some time to really lay
that out in detail, unless you want to drive on, but I think it would be better to
postpone.

Cleverdon: Yeah.Great.
DePue: Thank you very much, Lynne.
Cleverdon: Thank you.

(endof interview session #1

1 Sharing the views of U. S. Senator Barry Goldwater, who held a philosophy of individual freedom and
opposed any govement measure that restricted that freed@hris Matthews<Complete Library.
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Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

Today is Thursday, November 12%)12. My name is Mark DePue, the
Director of Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. This
afternoon 1 6m in the home of Lynne

Hello. Good afternoon.

We had quite a conversation the last timey d |
been a | ot of history
October, | believe?

t was some t
t hat 6

Um hmm.

| wanted to start withéThis happens

actually recording lastrhe, you went into an interesting story that you had
forgotten in the course of doing the interview itself. And the story was about
when you were in high school, and | think the high school took a class trip to
Harlem.

Actually, it was our chutt youth fellowship group that established sort of a
shared relationship. We went into
and spent a long day. [We] helped doing some painting and so on and then
had a program and Bible study in the evening. Thethe spring, the
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students from the fellowship group in Harlem came out to Tenafly, New

Jersey to our church for a day of activities and Bible study and dinner and that
kind of thing. We repeated that in the
oppatunity just to see Harlem, for one thihgwe] had never been there

beforé and to realize that, when you are doing Bible study or engaged in

somet hing together, there arendt a | ot
goals and future expectations, tadsnds of things. | guess [it] helped with a

certain comfort level four years later, when we were getting involved in Civil

Rights, five years later, almost.

DePue: | recall there was a story you told that | thought was rather illustrative,
something abdwpening doors.

Cleverdon: Oh, yes. Sometimes when | would go with my parents to do some shopping or
whatever éWe | ived in New Jersey, and w
had a fairly large AfricasrAmerican population.

| remember being with my dad one day, and he was observing on our
way home that, if | was really interested in equal rights, then | would be more
inclined to open doors, not just for an AfricAmerican coming behind me or
coming through the door my dirém, but that | would need to be opening
doors for absolutely everybody or not.

He pointed out that equality didnot
another. That kind of stuck in my mind at the time. | later realized that, in
order to achieve equality, yooay have to do a little more in one arena,
before you can really achieve equality and have things on an equal basis. That
is why | chose, when we got back from Mississippi, to go into teaching and to
work in the el ementaryyschools in Chic

DePue: Well, | etés jump a few years ahead, fr
New Jersey, and get you to living in Chicago. We talked a lot, and we had a
great conversation the first time we met, about growing up and some of these
life lessons. Yu just included another. But this is taking you back to a day
when you heard a Reverend Ed King give
from there.

Cleverdon: Okay. My husband and | were at the University of Chicago. He was in the
divinity school, and was thinking, at that time, about starting graduate library
school, but had not done so. [I] was working in the library at the university,
Harper Library.

Edwin King was the chaplain from Tougaloo College in Jackson,
Mississippi, which was an alilackschool. He had been assisting students
and was along for the historic Woolworth-sitin Jackson, which was
probably one of the bloodiest-its during the course of the early Civil
Rights Movement.
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DePue:

Cleverdn:

DePue:

Cleverdon:
DePue:

Cleverdon:

Now, is he an AfricarAmerican himself?

No, he is a white man, a tall, attractive man, blonde, as | mentioned earlier,
who had a number of scars on his face. He was there to talk about civil rights.
He was recruiting. | dondt believe |
to close withan invitation.

We had gone to hear what was happening in the South and had been
somewhat aware that the whole Civil Rights Movement was escalating, for
sure. We had not been foll owing news
had been travelling and justme back to the campus in the fall and were
getting adjusted.

Ed King talked about being attacked, run off the road, attacked by
Klansmen and beaten, thus the scars on his face. So his physical appearance
was very dramatic. He was healed. But just setfiagattractive man, still at
Tougaloo, up here talking to us about his experiences down there, and the
hatred he encountered as a fAnigger |
that evening. At the end of the talk, he began to fill us in on the pfojettte

d

oV

foll owing summer of 664, for the Freed

The number of students who were there did not all, sort of, go forward
and sign up, as | recall. We did not go and talk to him, either. We went home.
This was probably early in November.

Then, orthe 22nd, when Kennedy [President John F. Kennedy] was
shot, and we were responding to and processing what was going on in our
country and in the South, it was at that point that we began to seriously give
consideration to par thencimtpeardter ng, t he
registration activities in Mississippi.

And this is going to become known, or maybe it was known at the time, as

S u

AMiIi ssissippi Freedom Summer o0 or AMi ssi

correct?
Um hmm.
Which one & you familiar with?

Wel | AFreedom Summer 0o was Kkind of t
was in freedom to vote, freedom to participate fully in society, freedom to

have access to education, freedom to work in jobs that were Rcliapsified.

Those kinds of issues were of concern to me, and that was where | was most
focused.

However, it was also the summer that the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party was evolving in the State of Mississippi. That was the
summer that they did send a deliggato the Democratic Convention to
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

chall enge the regular Mississippi del e
but some of their issues were considered for the platform.

That would have been the summer of 064
B. Johnson] versus Goldwater [Barry M. Goldwater] year.

Right.

When you first heard about this, did you realize that this was a major effort,
that it was more than just this Ed King who was organizing this?

| knew he represeetl it as a pretty brodolased project. | was aware that
SNCC, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, was involved, and |
was beginning to hear a little bit more about them around Chicago. The
Congress of Racial Equality, CORE, was the group thelated to. | think

David worked through them, in terms of deciding to go to the Oxford, Ohio
training. Also, there were contacts at CORE that had invited me to speak, a
little bit later in the summer. Then also, the NAACP [National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People] was involved.

|l dondédt know that SCLC, Southern Ch
Conferenceél &m not sure how active the
They were already pretty busy in several other states. | think Mississippi was
kind of ad what do | want to say? a wasteland of activity, just because there
was so much hatred, and white people were not being arrested, and murders
were kind of commonplace, and nobody talked about it.

That was considered to be the toughest place ®itain?

Right. And so it seemed that the stude
personbs perception. |l mean, | 6m not a
wasnot the | eader. |l was sort of on th
Thisis exactly why we want to talk to you, to get all the perspectives from
somebody whodés not necessarily in a |e
axe to grind or some agenda. Thatods ex
like you.

Now, vy ou o ewrallorganigatioasy SNCG and CORE and
SCLC and NAACP and others. Was this all kind of new, alphabet soup to you
at the time?
(laughs) Yes, it was. The one group that we kind of knew about was Operation
PUSH or Operation Breadbasket. Now | C
first, or i f they wereél dondt think t
the other. tmay bethat@x at i on Br eadbasket was t he

involved with it, but was just aware that, among the black community, there
weresomeseliel p organi zations beginning to

41



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

remember what the leadership was. At this point in timeeJkgskson [Jesse

L. Jackson, Sr., a Civil Rights activist] was still a student at Chicago

Theological Seminary (CTS), near the University of Chicago. At that point, |
dondt think he was politically active

So, he was not a known personality?

People were beginning to hear about hi
believe that he went to Mississippi that summer. | remember just some

comments, when people got back, about his rise, in terms of leadership, but

not having been in Missig®pi.

You just reminded me that you and David had gone on that trek across the
United States on a motorcycle, as your honeymoon. This would have been the
summer of 0637?

Yes.

|l just want to mentionsangougmlae oft 6tshic
a blur, and you werenot paying attenti
fun touring the country. But this is the year before. Nineteen-sixtywas

when James Meredith petitioned to become the first Afrfsarerican to

attendOl e Mi ss [ University of Mississippi
not. He finally was admitted, based on a U. S. Supreme Court decision, and

that was not a popular thing in Mississippi.

May 28, 1963, | think you might have just mentioned this dbfeebe
it was a different Wool wort hss-in. but Jac

Yes. Thatdos where Ed King was a partic
that event.

And you say that turned rather violent?

Itwas,toquots o mebody, AThe most violent, ra
bl ack students and whi t-iesasdyhenmastt hi zer s
publicized. 0

Then youbve got June 12, 1963, Medgar
Rights | eader assassiNdted inn Jaskson, MississippiHiad s
again, you probably were on your nationwide tour.

We were on the motorcycle by then.

Now, you might have been back by this
Mi ssissippi; i tamas Thé3Sixteenth Stgeét Baptjst CAdrch b
is bombed, and four young church girls were murdered in that.
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Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

Yes. Yes. And | think we probablyél
that, in Chicago by then. Sontesfoof t
the divinity school or whoever orga
to think about how the student body could be involved in some way or more
knowledgeable, have direct contact.

S5 T O
e
wn

Would King have been making this presentation, afllesf these events,
then, sometime later in the year?

Yes. It was into November. It must have been early November. So it would

have been after some of these events.
of 664 had al r e a dnsetbtheseother,regrlerievegts.| i n r €
just dondét know who invited him and pu
posters around the campus, and that was how we got there.

c
—

Youdbve talked about this briefly, Db
David decided that this was something you wanted to do.

I think Davidodés |l eadership in this, i f
with the church not being more active and taking a leadership role. So often

we find that churches kind of follv the culture, rather than lead the culture,

in some ways.

Il n the 660s, that was certainly tru
going. Then there were a lot more clergy involved, but still not a lot of people
from congregations going, at least the chur¢haswe knew of.

| think, once Ed King spoke, we were thinking about it. Then Kennedy
was assassinated, and we realized that this was a very serious issue for our
country. | think that was when we decided, okay, we need to commit
ourselves to that summeand kind of put your money where your mouth is
and do what you feel you should be doing, as an outgrowth of your faith and
your ethic and being human.

You say, fAWe. 0 Was this a joint decisi
and you were convireal it was the right thing to do, as well? How did that
work?

| would say | was a participant in the decision. On the other hand, if | had not
been, if | had said, #AOh, dondét go; do
would have been.

| know ny parents were very concerned when we were thinking about
all of this. But I think they, maybe, were more aware than we were of the
danger that it could involve and were more concerned than we were about the
risks.
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Wel |l , that 6s Wwantthdough this litamyeof evemta ia thenearly
6060s, and that all were very violent e
mind, that David would go, but you wou

Our decision wad Because those going had to support themselves, and we

neve t hought about going to our parents
| mean, we were in graduate school; we were mairiegas going to stay

and work through, to the end of July. Then, | was going in August to join him,

for the month of August. Thenwed come back [at] the en
continue graduate school. 16d start gr
continue with the divinity school.

So, when we made that decision, tha
in Ohio, for the training and into Migssippi, and | continued to work at the
library through that six weeks, eight weeks.

When did he leave for the training?

He was in the first session, so that would have been somewhere around the, |
imagine, 15th or 16th of June.

So, after the school year was over?

Yes. Yes. | mean, these were all going to be college students, so everybody
had to get out of the dorms and finish exams and that kind of thing. | was
thinking back to some of the dates you mentioned. Initheeding year,

some things were happening, right at final exam time, in May. March was
often midsemester exams, so we would see things on the news but not be
reacting to them or responding in a visceral way. | mean, very upset, but going
on with what we aeded to be doing at that time.

This didndét have any direct meaning to
Wool wor-tths 6i si May of 663, then.
Right. We had no TV and didndét take a

very aware of the innagity core, which kind of surrounds Hyde Park, where

the University of Chicago is. So we were kind of in it, or if you went to the

Sears, down on 79th Street, you were definitely a minority when you were in

the store. We had gotten comfortable with that,taide r e di dndét seenm
lot of bias or discrimination that we encountered directly. It took us getting

into politics to realize how bad it was.

What | wanted to ask about next was about this training that you and David

both received in Oxford, Gho . I know that you didnot
for a couple of months yet, but now is probably a good time to weave this into
the story. First of all, why Oxford, C
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Cleverdon: Well, Oxford, Ohio, has, as you know, Miami Universityt lso, the
Western Coll ege for Women was there. V
campus allowed them to do demonstration orientation training there. | believe
there were three ongeek sessions for those going to Mississippi. David
happened to be in the firséssion that was held. That campus is now part of
Miami University.

DePue: What were people learning there?

Cleverdon: | think techniques for effectively demonstrating, doing neighborhood
canvassing, community development, but mostly voter registratibmaw to
encourage people, who maybe had fear, either fear of violence or fear that
somebody would know they coul dnoét read
people from going to the polls and registering.

|l dondt know that t hepmendtraidingmiuch <con
think there was probably a lot that focused on how serious an undertaking this
was and how dangerous this could be and how serious you had to be, if you
were going to follow through and go to Mississippi. As | understand it, a
number of pople, having gone through that week, came to the end of the
week and said, fiYou know, |l just canot
he had gotten into something pretty big and was aware that this movement
could have some major impact. He was ntheehistorian and the intellect of
the two of us.

DePue: What was he and what were you taught about how to deal with violence, if it
did occur?

Cleverdon: Well, I think they probably did some role playing and how to drop and roll up
into a ball, if peop@ are kicking you or ways to behave, if hoses or dogs are
coming at you. We didnodét really spend
didndt have money for a |l ot of |l ong di

|l think, for those who were going t
intense You really are in a whole different culture, and your world is different
than those on the outside. We didnoét r

By the time | got down to Mississippi, in August, | kind of hit the
ground running. By then, they had been ae@sand they were out of jail.
Things seemed [at a] fairly even keel, except for things like walking on the
roads at night or something along that line, where you would have to dive into
the ditch, just so you di dnsomebaghet at t a
outside the neighborhood coming in.

DePue: But you did go to the training yourself a couple months later?

Cleverdon: No.
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

You never did?

No.

N o,

I di

dnot .

go, but | went ahead and went.

They
everybody who wagoing to Mississippi kind of prepared to be there. Then

everybody went on down to Mississippi. There was no further training. So,
when | went, at the end of July, | just left Chicago. | did a lot to get ready to

had

Interview # FMA-L-2012041

t hree

| guess my question and curiosity, first of all, Student Nonviolent

Coordinating Committee suggests that they had adopted the tenets, the

trai

philosophy that Mahatma Gandhi had used in India, that Martin Luther King

[Jr.] had embraced, as well. Would that be ade®ra

Yes. Yeah. Nonviolence.

Was that something that permeated those institutions, permeated this whole
summer project, Freedom Summer?

Yes.

Something that all of you would talk about?

Well, somewhat, perhapBut the understanding, when you went was, if you
are being attacked, you are protecting yourself or others, but you are not

fighting back, and you are not initiating any kind of violence. So, that was the
extent of where my thinking was.

|
attac

dondt tvkouldhave happened if somebody had come to
probably

k

me . I
combative person, so it is very consistent with the way | behave, in general.

woul d

have

Was there an explanation of why this was the rggtgtegy to pursue?

There may have been in Oxford; that might have been part of the training.

been

Now that you raise that as a possibility, that might have been as much a reason
for people not going to Mississippi as being afraid of being attathedact
woul dnodt
crossed my mind, but | could see that being difficult for some people to deal
with, especially if they come out of families where we all stick up for
ourselves, [thatkind of thing.

t hat

We | |
gi ve
aut h
and
par en

s
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i
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Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

(laughs) Well, I think my parents would be verynnoolent. And | think

some of the things that they did in their life and interactions would be the
same way, but not so much from a Gandhi perspective, as from a Christian
perspective, New Testament, especially.

But theyore al thafougltand wom Worlg®ard.r at i on
Yes. Yes. They did. (laughs)

Perhaps | d6m getting too phothiewoolgp hi c al
have been later in Judighen David headed south?

He headed south in a carload of people called to say that he was leaving

and was on his way. Several dayséHe sa
get there. | dono6ét know why it was goi
people to drop off in different places.

We never really didalk about whether they were all white students
travelling. l 6m assuming it was, becau
an integrated carload. We had an experience, later in the summer, like that,
but he never talked about the trip down.

| did not rear from him until about a day, day and a half after the three
Civil Rights workers were reported missing. He was with that first wave, and
they had been there. Chaney had not been there, but Goodwin and Schwerner
had been there.

Yeah. This would hae been June 21, three Civil Rights activists murdered
near Philadelphia, Mississippi, James Chaney, Michael Schwerner and
Andrew Goodman. Were they all white?

No, James Chaney was a Mississippian and black. The other two were white.

They had goe through the training in Oxford, the first session. | think James
Chaney probably wasndédt even there. It
and the two of them wound up in Meridian. Then they had gone out to check

on a church burning in Philadelph&nd the Klan took them and murdered

them.

Hearing that news has got to give you pause, in a very powerful way, | would
think.

| was practically paralyzed. I did go
and waiting. Thdedy dhiadesdt ramgmeaumway, ar
from Davi d. | 6m guessing he maybe didn
So, when he got to Mississippi, he cal
occur to meél dondét remember even talKk
Certainly they would have known by then
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

But Mississippi news media was very good not to air a lot of what was
going on, inside the state, during that summer. So, | guess you could call it
kind of a news bl ackout. Ikindroéthing, t he p

You saw that as a good thing?

No. No. But | think that was one way to try and keep a lid on what was
happening, just not to publicize some of those kinds of things. | remember
working in the library for a day and a halfayuple of days. Every time the
phone would ring, other people, including myself, employees, would all just
stand there to see who was on the phone and what the message was.

It was always a relief when it wasn
news. Butevery i me t hereds another phone call
news, the tension was pretty intense. It was a relief, finally, to pick up the
phone and have it be David, and he was okay.

Wow. You have some passagesy tdhoantdétl 6ydo ul
explain what these are abfrom? and where

Okay. Wel |, | 6 m r elztlersfragn Mississippandthelp o o k  t i

arer eports from Civil Rights volunteers

introductionbyJ ul i an Bond [a Civil Rights | ea

couple of paragraphs David wrote to me from Oxford, just sort of reflecting

on whatés happening there. He says [re€
Dear Lynne,

The organization here is a real student movement, and it looks
like it will be around a long time. | would not be surprised if it
really does, with time, influence the course of American

history, through the leaders it produces and develops, for that is
one of its main objectives.

The savvy of the organization is a marvel. It is shrewd,
calculating, and geared for years of struggle. Its members have
a strange ability to discuss, plan, scheme, openly and honestly
disagree, and then come to a definite denisivhich all
follow.

Now, these people are only stude
a state, and perhaps a nation, which they think has ignored the
heritage of the United States and has violated the fundamental
rights of man. They have acted when few others woLihey
are speaking about a festering sore in this nation. The people
who are bugged by this are respondi
segregation but the general dehumanization of American life.

48



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

Tel | us about , as much a snalexperienkes o w,
were, shortly after he got to Mississippi. What was he doing?

He was doing voter registration. They got down there, and their office on
Harrison Street was kind of a headquarters.

Was this in Jackson?
This wasnorth Gulfport. Well, it was Gulfport.
Gulfport is on the gulf.

It 681 j ds h @ thirtkmileswr so, maybe, west of Biloxi,
Mississippi. [There are] a lot of dock workers down there. We always talked
in terms of north Gulfport. Well cannot find any reference to north Gulfport.

So, I think itdés |li ke south Chicago,
of a neighborhood designation, but the south side of Chicago. So, | think north

Gulfport was the north side of Gulfport, or igort has grown up and
swallowed north Gulfport.

So it could be north Gulfport, with a small n.

Yes. Yes. Thatods right.

been generous. People in the community were more than generous to invite
staff for evening meals, bring things by, to the little office/shack we were in.

This is in north Gulfport?

Il n north Gulfport. | wasndt there at

hospitality [was] being extended to the Civil Rights workers. So, there were
people who were willing to go register to vote. On one of those days, whe
they were taking people to register to tiaey must have had maybe a

w h

W

[cl ears throat
woul d get a number of peopl ethéde, ound
| 6m pretty sure, because the Haskins

Wo

dozen peopl e, maylbdthaypwarearrested) Daviand s ur e

Steve Miller and Barry Goldstein.

They were charged with blocking the ingress and the egress from a
county bulding, which was a big deal for them. | mean, it never occurred to
me that somebody standing on a sidewalk could get arrested for blocking
ingress and egress from a building. But that was the charge, and they were
jailed. They were in jail overnight.

Kenneth Keating, who was a senator, U. S. senator, in New York

St at e, made phone calls on their behal

contact with their representatives, but | know, by then, there was a lot of
interest on the part of, especially, Nath states and congressmen and
senators and clergy, keeping an eye focused on what was happening in
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Mississippi. So they were released, rather than retained or killed or whatever
else might have happened to them.

Well, another nant you might have m&ioned this when we met earler
Jacob Javits, who was a senator from New York at the same time.

He was, but | think it was Keating who made the contact. | did a little
research. (both chuckle)

Very good. We like it when that happenseAhere a couple of other passages
that are appropriate to read right now?

| think so. These relate just to how the people in Gulfport viewed the summer

workers. [reading] AFifty times a day
t el | u se deimgastso fwes sb good. The kids, playing with boards in

the dust, have the greatest smiles. Wh
get people to register, we see a kid g
hear. We are Oo6nbwgdwaonddodeneyyosedk
Woul d that have been Davidos |l etter?
't might have been Davidodés |l etter. The
to me, printed that way. | think a lot of the excerpts that are identified as

Gulfport may have beeda v i d , [ or] may have been St

name on a couple. But | think, a lot of times, they just excerpt a paragraph,
and this doesndét say.

Before we have you read the next passage, then, who put the book together,
and when was published? Do you know?

|l tds just been reprinted; | Thehetdess or i gi
from Mississippi This has notes and Freedom School poetry and other kinds

of things, so the copyright for this version is 2007, by Bleth Martinez and

an introduction by Julian Bond. But | cannot find my copy. | think | gave the

original publication to my daughter, probably.

Would David have possession of some of these letters, then, now, the original
letters?

He may.

You dondét, though?

| dondét, no.

Well, |l etds go ahead and read the next

50



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

This relates more to security issues and concerns, because | think Gulfport

would not have been a major concern. It wouldehlagen a concern, but it

was a gulf city, a lot of people were back and forth to New Orleans, that kind
of thing. But | think, after the murder of the three Civil Rights workers, it just

put an edge on the summer that might not have been there, oth@ivissis.

July 25.

[ reading] AWe had a problem with a
upon himself to protect us from the white men who visited us yesterday. He
came over at night with his friends and brought along a machine gun and
ammunition anddld us not to worry. But he finally got ticked off at us,

because we got ticked off at him. That machine gun made us edgy, and having

weapons was not something that we wanted to be a part of or even be

ma n

involved with. Nonv i ol ence does nodandiraadytolshoe bei ng

back. o

And page 150, |
dondédt know i f th
marked, there at the top.

think here
i s

Yes, this is July 8.
During the time, he would have been in jail?

So, this would have beenéThey were
there, probably within ten days or so. [reading]

We were booked and taken to a cellblock on the second
floor, with about eight whé prisoners already in it.

Standard procedure is to bribe some prisoners with
cigarettes to beat up Civil Rights workers. However, we
soon made friends, and in ten minutes we were removed to
an empty cellblock on the third floor, with women,

juveniles andcondemned murderers.

We sang freedom songs, beat rhythm on the bars
and metal table, played kazoos of tissue and combs and
raised hell. The Harrison County jail is very modern, but
you sweat, for Mississippi is a hot place.

Jails are so damn stupid, tpph . Once youobr e
and the | ethargy and the apathy
theory is deterring, but who is deterred? The theory is
reform, but who reforms? You just sit or sleep or stare or
think about something or dwell on nothing. Jail apathy very
quickly becomes life to the inmate. But this apathy
permeates everything, only while you are in jail. When
youdre set free, It explodes in

51

0s somet hing
is Davidodéos passage,

n
st



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

One of the things | think David mentio
heds a bian. Itk heshadraaerk of cards with him. So | think he

was sort of wowing some of the inmates with card tricks, as | recall, which

won some people over.

DePue: When you first said he was a bit of a musiéian

Cleverdon: No, magician.

DePue: Yeah. | wandered if | was to take that literally or in kind of a figurative sense.
Cleverdon: Did | say musician?

DePue: No, you said magician. | misspoke. How much later than all of this, then, did
you head south?

Cleverdon: | went down, the end of July, because | was going to be there for August and
had planned to be there just for the month and go back to Chicago. But toward
the end of July, some people from SCLC had been in touch with him and
maybe approached several of gtedents down there to see if they wanted to
stay and work for a year, doing community development and further voter
education registration.

David and | talked about that and decided that | would come in
August, and we would stay through the year andkvi@r Southern Christian
Leadership Conference.

And so, at that point, | realized | was going to be closing our
apartment, finding someplace for furniture, preparing to be gone for basically
an academic year, anyway, and so found some of the people in the
nei ghborhood who would take our furnit
to be out of Chicago for a while.

During that time, | was sort of in touch with people in the CORE
office who knew that | was going to be going, and | was in the process of
getting on their records and so on. They invited me to speak at a meeting in a
large church. There was a lot of fundraising for the project within the black
community.

| spoke one evening, and | beli eve
more of an historiarhecause | should have been getting n@nmskeeping a
diary or somethingg names of the people | met and the places | was, because
so many things were historic, in retrospect for me. Some people knew going
through it, I think, but | was just doing what ddiBut | spoke to a large
meeting one evening, and it was held in a very large church. | mean, it felt to
me like | was in Sangamon Auditorium [a 2,000 seat plus auditorium at the
University of TIllinois Springwasa&l d] .
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:
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huge congregation. | think that the event was put together or sponsored by
either Breadbasket or PUSH.

At that point, | was so tired and beginning to feel kind of anxious
about going. But | remember just being led in and went up on the stage and
sarted to talk. 16d been introduced as
Mi ssissippi, and so | just talked abou
shared with you and the reaction at the university when we knew three Civil
Rights students were missing aswon. It was a very quiet time for a house
that huge. And | just remember a lot of applause when it was over. Then | left,
because | was in the process of getting ready to leave Chicago.

One of the guys from the CORE office called a couple of days later
and asked if | could speak again at a couple of other gatherings. But it was
coinciding with my departure, and | wa
on it, I think, you know, | should have had a clue, being in Chicago. There
was so much to be done Chicago, too, that after our experience down there,
we came home to work in our home territory.

Tell me about the congregation in this church where you spoke.

Well, as far as | was aware, it was an Afridamerican congregation. But |

think it was probably even more than the congregation. | think it was an

evening of hearing different people speak. | was not out on the podium, so |
dondt know who spoke ahead of me. I do
maybe, happened before | got therafter | left.

But this was an overwhelmingly black audience?

Oh, yes. Oh, yes. I dondét recall seein
really no idea. | imagine it went on for several hours. | think it was an
opportunity to makean at i ons. |l 6m sure they took

remember any bulletin or handout or anything. | had a feeling a lot of it was
pretty spontaneous.

Do you remember your feelings at the t
of peopl e éYearyconknorofear is stage fright, speaking in front

of large groups. You were still fairly young at that time, and it just sounds like
thereds thousands of people there.

There were. ltdés funny, when I,theai d I
magni tude of the audience. Il justélt w
thinking, [at] my church there might be a couple of hundred people show up,

(laughs) all friends. | was committed to the effort, but | think maybe the stage

fright just put mesort of [as a] deer in the headlights. My mouth begin to go,

and | just poured out where we had been and what my journey had been.
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DePue:
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| do know that a couple that | met, before wedeftho lived over on
Dorchester, not too far from where we didvere both AficartrAmerican. |
remember Tom saying, you know, he had not intended to get involved. They
were probably fifteen or twenty years older than we were [and] had almost
grown children. He said, ABut when | s
aremyskills?heed to be there. o

He didndét go during the summer of 0
some vacation time. He was a really good carpenter, and he went down and
worked in communities where he was assigned, doing HdiigHabitat
for Humanity] constuction and helping with people. Over a period of two or
three years, [he] made several trips to do that kind of thing and work in
neighborhoods, not so much voter registration. But, anyway, he got involved.

Do you know, the leadership that you hadsSNCC and CORE and SCLC,
was it primarily an AfricamrAmerican leadership?

Oh, yes, yes. SNCC was John Lewis.
Who is still in Congress?

Alive. | think he is still in Congress, yeah.
If not, he just retired.

It would be recent. My brother called me a couple of nights ago, or maybe it
was right after Obamaédés [President Bar
they introduced a Congressman who had been active, and | think he said

SNCC. | said, NnDm&atn Hawitso ohave been
He is certainly the most prominent of the Civil Rights leaders of that era,

whoobés stildl in Congress. | candt think
Right. Right.

Tell us about heading south.

So, | flew to New Orleans, and {dd picked me up there. It was kind of a

late, costsaving flight. The next morning, we went into Mississippi, and |
remember thinking how beautiful the country was. But, as we went through
Gulfport and got up into the area where we were going to be, igoember
being so distraught, | guess. | hyperventilated and was just like frozen to the
seat of my chair.

| had seen a lot of impoverished people in rural Kansas, doing things
with my dad, when he worked fa@ty a farn
in New York, when we visited the kids in Harlem, and in Chicago. But | guess
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Cleverdon:
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Interview # FMA-L-2012041

| had never seen the shanty shacks, and | dignify it with homes. | mean, they
were homes, once you got inside. The people make a home.

But

from

t he

their community. It just looked like you could, you know, put your foot

against a

door ,

dirt roads, not like a block, you know. If it were the length of MacArthur
[Boulevard in Springfield, IL], between, say Washington [Street] and Monroe
[Street], there might be three of four of these sort of dwellings. The toilets

were very shallow, and the wells were very shallow.

Toilets? Was it outdoor plumbing?

Wel | ,

some

wer e i

physical seup of the neighborhod@d |
neighborhood, but geographic adeaas just so splotchy. It just seemed like
everybody was isolated in theshack.

Are you describing north Gulfport for us?

Yes.

How big a town was it? What can we relate it to? It sounds like a very small
town environment.

A very small town environment.

A few hundred, a few thousand?

You know, the size of Elkhart [lllinois]? Have you been to Elkhart?

| t 6s

not roi

nging

Okay, well, its north of Springfield, where the mines are. Maybe like the
geographic area of Plead&lains [lllinois], but not [a] dense population. And

t her e

mi g ht

have

lot of time getting out and around the whole area.

Were a lot of these fairly large lots big gardens and thikgghat?

No, not big gardens. The Haskins, who were across from ourdfiiee

called i did have like a kitchen garden, and she had a lot of chickens
running around. She was very good to prepare evening meals for us, pretty
regularly. Althoughpther people in the community would also just see

somebody
us.

of

and
nCome

say,
for

lot of chicken that way and fresh vegetables, those lahttings.
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Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

When you first got there, did you feel a bit overwhelmed by the situation?

| felt overwhelmed for the people. | think that was why | just froze. | mean, |
could hardly breathe. We drove around, and | collected myself. Tharente
back to the office and went in, and
environment, as long as you can look into the eyes of people.

What do you remember about David at the time? Was he calm and collected?

He was. | think hdad already had that experience of being in jail and was

out. They had a court date set for later in August, but they were being a
littleél donét know if you could sa
certainly going with smaller groups to registeople to vote, to kind of avoid

that ingress, egress problem again.

| remember coming into the office and realizing that there was no
functioning toilet. The one that wa
and it was full of excrement and bleactdavhatever. So, my first job to just
kind of show them | could do whatever, | found a shovel from [the] Haskins
and dug a hole and shoveled out tha
work any better than it had before. | left the board on itgbttid of the fly
problem. | think at that point, | was no longer just a pretty face. (both laugh)

| suspect it was a refreshing face to see. Tell us about your living
arrangements. Where did you stay?

Well, on the same road, down thedp a couple of, like, empty lots was

another little shack. And there was kind of a narrow kitchen that ran across the
front of it. And there were like two sleeping rooms, | suppose. One of the
sleeping rooms was originally like a living space, but a ttween shack.

People would be either on the beds or on mattresses or sleeping bags on the
floor.

It was always very hot. You didn
covers, although | preferred to have sheet, no matter how hot it was, because
the roaches rart aight. The first couple of times | was awakened by roaches
on the bed just freaked me out, so | took to using a sheet.

We kept peanut butter and raisins and bread on hand, and sodas,
mostly Cokes, and made peanut butter and raisin sandwiches. Sonre éocto
| dondt know i f this happened at th
Gul fport volunteers had heard this
low on cash, and you need nutrition, evidently raisins and peanut butter are
about the best combinationwyaould go for. So we had that.

I n the morning, sometimes, weod
bottom of the Coke bottles. | mean, they would have climbed up and fallen in.
Sometimes they were longer than the bottom diameter of the Coke bottle. |
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DePue:
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Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

mean, it was just gross. As | |l ook bac
bug here and there or a |ittle scamper
out too much.

Did you and David have your own room?

Well, not exactly. | mean, winewe were sleeping, anybody going into what

would be the bedroom had to go through the room where we were sleeping.

So it was pretty open. |l dondot recall
kind of public space. You took what space was empty attleetim and t hat 6
where you were.

You tal ked about the Haski nfAmeridad m as s u
family, across the street?

Yes.

Youobre | iving i-Amerganneighbbrhood®!l v Afri can
Yes.

How closewere you to a white neighborhood?

| would say maybe half a mile, a mile.
demarcation. When | lived in Chicago, on 48th Street, | was aware that 47th
Street was the dividing line, and Drexel was the dividing,land 61st were

kind of the perimeter for Hyde Pakke nwood. | dondot recall
t hat , but t hen, we didnot have a car ,
cars availabl e. I donot even know who

But we r eal | y ébeyordiwhiere®daouldgvalk, witmoa h
mil e of where we were. And | have no i
ment al i mage is that 1t ran east and w

That was in Gulfport, Harrison Street?
In north Gulfport, yah.

Going back to the place where you were living, your living arrangements, how
many people were there, and were they all white?

Yes. They were all white that | recall
our project. And there weredve and Steve and Barry and a woman named

Ellen. I think there was maybe another woman, and then | joined them. There

may have been other peopl e, but thatoés

A |l ot of them were out doing things
sitting inthe office, talking or getting to know each other. The bonding of the

57



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

group had really happened at Oxford, and then in those first five or six weeks
before | got there.

DePue: Did it take you a while to feel like you actually fit in with the rest of the
group?

Cleverdon: | would say, because of our SCLC connection, | was probably there maybe
three weeks, three and a half weeks, before we had to go to the training
session, over in Americus, Georgia. During that time, | felt more connection
with Mrs. Haskinsreally, than some of the other staff, because | was doing
more office work, phoning, following up on who was going to be willing to go
register to vote, talking to Jackson about equipment, not equipment, supplies,
things we needed, that kind of thing. Tdtbers were more field workers, if
you will.

DePue: Well, that kind of gets to the next question. How did the people in the
neighborhood react to this group?

Cleverdon: Very friendly, [demonstrating] their southern hospitality. As | said earlier, the
Haskns were wonderful. We could kind of call their living room our living
room away from home, very generous that way. But a lot of other families
would also let various ones of the field workers invite them to dinner. | would
say maybe three times a week yioa four, a family would have us over for
supper. So, there was a lot of support.

DePue: So you didndot have to |ive entirely on

Cleverdon: Right. (both chuckle) | came home, having a real love of fried chicken and a

realhatredb peanut butter. | didndt eat pea
(laughs)
DePue: Well, gosh, what was | going to ask next? You talked a little bit about what

you were expected to do. | guess one of my questions is, what was it that was
so challenging ahda getting the blacks in that area registered? What were
some of hurdles that they had to overcome?

Cleverdon: One was education and knowing how to even read the registration form,
because there was a big questionnaire
remember what it was like when | went to register to vote, but it seemed to me

that i1t was, show us a photo I D and an
there, they had questionnaires for reading, and education was one of the
problems.

DePue: Did they havea literacy requirement?

Cleverdon: No. You just had to be able to fill out the form. So, one of the things they
were doing in voter education was just helping people know which boxes to
mark on the form. | mean, reading the questions and then saying,iff the
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case, then this is the box you mark. So, there was a lot of learning to do the
form.

Then the other was transportation to get there. And third was just the
risk of being seen and known, that you were one of those blacks who stepped
out of line,or in this case, into line, to get registered, because it was pretty
much frowned on at the time. You might lose your job, or your wife might
lose her job, or your husband or something happen to your kids. Those were
the concerns people had.

| dondomhaknawe history was. |l donot
about what happened to whom. But | think there was a history of keeping
people from registering to vote.

DePue: | read someplace, the percentage at th
how they degrmine that.

Cleverdon: Registered.
DePue: That were registered. Apparently before they started the registration drive.

Cleverdon: Well, and it was interesting, because evidently they had enough people
registered so that there would be a few black pewptecould serve on juries
or a few black people who could serve
feder al regul ations. |l 6m guessing, you
had gotten to the poidtl 6 m ¢ o ng where you neaded a few reliable
blacksto do certain things. So you registered a few, and they qualified to do
what needed to be done. I dondt know.

DePue: Well, define Areliabled in this sense.
Cleverdon: Well, people who would do what the master said.
DePue: So, compliant?

Cleverdon: Compliart.

DePue: Was there a poll tax? Do you know?
Cleverdon: I dondét know. |l dondt know.
DePue: | wonder if you could talk a little bit more about the political culture at that

time, in Mississippi. Let me start by just saying this would be a time when the
Demarat Party would have been very powerful throughout the entire
southern part of the United States. How would blacks, if they were allowed to
vote, how would they have voted? How did they vote?
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

That 6 %. Boy, | dondot boamatthattinee.Buthey wer
this is also the summer that the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party was
forming. |l 6m sure that SNCC, working w

with CORE,wittf I candét t hi nko aonfNAACR,avere ot her gr
begi nni n g albtoféhk pebpleiwerdnot voting. | think that

waséBoy, | 6m out of my depth here. But
went to the Democratic [National] Convention were sort of grassroots people,
selected. | dondt know what the proces

But the Freedom Democratic Party sounds like it was a branch of the
Democratic Party, but it was there to represent blacks?

Well , thatoés an interesting question.
like, in Chicago you had Republicansavhad no power. You had Democrats
who controlled everything.

Then you had, basically, independent Democrats who were not part of
the regul ar Democratic operation, | eto
on. They did run candidates and were on ballotksanon, and sometimes
they won.

But | dondét know that the Freedom L
actually had people on the ballots and were elected. | had a feeling that that
was more of a grassroots, coming together of people from different parts of
the state.

Was it you who, in a previous discussion we had, mentioned Fannie Lou
Hamer [voting rights activist, i nstrun
Freedom Summer], or did | get that name elsewhere?

No. There were a couple of thingghen we were there. Again, all these

things happened so quickly. | remember one afternoon, kind of late, David
came and said we were going to go to
We had an address. We werenod6t exact

<

(@]
Q)

Whet her [the] Jackson office had
people over there, 0 Fannie Lou Hamer w
going to have kind of a rally and a ga
pulling people together about thenvention, and we should go.

So we drove out, and it was quite dusk when we got there. | remember
just pulling off this road. There were a lot of old cars parked in fields. Down
at the end of a very long drivewaywell, two lanes, ruts in the gr&ssvas a
trailer house. There were a lot of people standing around outside, and she was
inside.

We just kind of milled in among the people and moved into the trailer.
People were pretty much filing in and
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Cleverdon:
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Cleverdon:

turnout, that there wasorway everybody could come in and sit down and
participate, but just had an opportunity to see her and see her talking to
people. You couldndét stop and have a
the other side.

We were really waiting for two or threeher people, who were going
to come. Evidently, they were going to have kind of like a rally at that point. It
got later and later, and finally [at] 9:30 or 10:00, we decided we really needed

to get back to Gul fport. e®da lkmew di dnodt
h a

Fannie Lou Hamer s name, because we
organizing.

Was she part of the Freedom Democratic Party?
She was. She was very instrumental in that whole process.
And s hedéAmerkdn? i c an

African-Amer i can. So that, again, Il  wi sh
autograph book and say, ASign this;

The other event was in Jackson, picking up materials, one time, when
John Lewis was in the office. He camesn,people kind of created a path for

C

y 0

him to go over to where the desks were

was making phone calls and so on and thanking people for being there.

Again, it was mostly an Africamerican group; although, there were
other white students who were in the movement, as well. | just remember

being astounded, how poised and polite

much older than we were, two or three years or something like that. He was
definitely a man in his own rightynd we were students working at being
grown up. (laughs)

You mentioned this trip to Americus, Georgia. What was the reason you went
there?

Well, those who were going to do community development and run a freedom
school, funded by SCLC [Southern Christian Leadership Conference], wanted
us to go to Americus for training, so that we would have two or three days of
training over a long weekend) ghat everybody would kind of be on the same
page, get some materials, have techniques and things that they wanted us to
focus on, voter registration, but also maybe sewing classes for some of the
women or nutrition classes, whatever.

We drove overthere [ We] had a car . I donodt
it, probably SNCC or somebody. We had to pick up two AfAéamerican

[

women, in route. We couldndét pick then
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coul dndét be seen driving in their neigdg
compromise their families.

We came into their community, picked them up, and because we were
travelling in an integrated car, weod
driving, the two women needed to be on the floor of the back seat, with a
blanketovet hem, just so that they woul dnodt
of them was driving, then David and | needed to be on the floor of the back
seat, with [a] blanket over us.

We did pretty well, but it was abou
the morningafter 1:00, maybe, we stopped. We had to get gas. | just
remember being fearful. David was driving, and | was the dutiful southern
wife, and the women were covered and stuff. Of course, in those days, you
di dnodt -sereeyse thesgey chme out artbél the gas tank. He kind of
glanced at the car but didnét seem to
and went on down the road.

| remember, about ten minutes after we left the filling station, we were
aware that there were headlights in the rearviemwor. Those headlights
stayed with us for about half an hour and then turned off. But for that period
of time, our fear was that somebody might have suspected us of being Civil
Rights workers, because we were definitely not from Mississippi. But, after
that half hour, and they turned off, then we made the rest of the trip safe and
sound, and that was wonderful.

[We] got to Americus the next day and participated in some of the
training sessions. Martin Luther King was the main speaker. Hosea Williams
wasthere, Andy Young and Coretta [Scott King]. We were just in a great big,
like, gymnasium.

DePue: What kind of training did you get there?

Cleverdon: Again, focusing on the passion for voter registration and Civil Rights. It was a
lot of motivational speakg, | guess you would say, storytelling. Hosea
Williams had done #ot of voter registration, other places, and he had some
wonderful stories to tell.

It was quite moving, | remember and singiWg Shall Overcome
[anthem of the Civil Rights Movement)]¢bomes emotional) was just
powerful.

Then that night, we were in dormitories. So the woman that | was
living with, staying with, was in her forties and just very, very passionate.
Shedd | eft her kids at home, amud she w
know, AShebs really putting her 1ife o
in her own community and risking her family, as well as herself. We talked
kind of late into the night that night, and it was pretty, pretty wonderful.
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

The next morning, wedj up early, because we were going to go by

bus to a beach, either in Savannah or
about it. I mean, there wasnodét a | ot o
group was AfricaPAmerican, and they probably all knew wineds coming.

But | hadnodét really thought about it t

When we got to the beach, it was all white. We pulled into the parking
l ot, but didndot park, just sort of dro
out and quietly assembled, as everybodyagbthe bus, and went to the beach
and put toes in the water and pretty much were back on the bus, heading back
to Americus before, | think, the lifeguards or manager, or anybody knew what
had happened.

Evidently that was the first time black folks hagen to that beach, in
that water. That was pretty exciting, once we got back to Americus. But it was
nice to get back there. That was kind of later in the day. | think there were a
couple of seminars in the afternoon, but David and | had to leave.

We drove through the night to get back to Jackson, because the next
day, whichwas Saturddyand | don6t know what date
August . | dondt t B bubtke coutt caseavas g8ng ot e mber
be heard by Judge Cox.

Thatwouldbealop tri p. Youdbre talking about A
Alabama to Jackson, Mississippi.

Yes.

Thatos a | ot of driving, | would think
probably had at that time.

Two lane. | rememberatonepbin ar ound, I dondt know,
or something, | remember driving. It was just the two of us, because the

women were staying, and somebody else would be bringing them back. But, |
remember €éYou know how you get kind of
youdre driving? Al of a sudden, I hit
red lights in front of me. | thought | was going to run into a truck or

something.

Of course, hitting the brake brought my adrenalin. It was a radio tower
or something, probdpa mile or two away. But, in my fog, it was enough to
sort of get the brake on and get me awake again. That was as crazy as some of
the other risks. That was probabl yéThe
being on the road, being extremely sleep deprineate than once.

Because there werenodt many places to s
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Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Clevadon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

Well, we were just trying to squeeze everything in. We wanted to stay in

Americus, at the SCLC Training Conference, as long as we could, and then

just cut it close geittg back, in time for the court appearance the next
morning. And it was, fAHow | ate can we
knowing that we could not speed, because you did not want to get arrested. So
you had to calculate your time and your miles predingfully.

Maybe it helps to be young.

Yes. Canét do that anymore. C

(I aughs)
(both |l augh) ITtdés a choice.

You said you were coming back, so David can go to his court date. Tell us
about that.

Right. Right. Well, Judge Harold Cox was well known at the time for having

made a lot of racial slurs in his pronouncements. We were very concerned that
he was going to be the judge. Il think
d o n 0 t thdt muzhnabout the hierarchy.

Was this a state court or a federal court?
| think it was federal, becaude

But the charge sounds to me like it would have been a state charge.

Whi ch is why | donbbett wkeneonw twhhea ta rhraepspt eénCe
still dondét know why it was held in Ja
didndot want to try the fellas right th

become recognized. Maybe it was a safety issue. | have no idea.
Thatmaybe SNCC or somebody else got it into a different jurisdiction?

It may have been the lawyers, because that summer all the legal work was
done by lawyers, who also volunteered to participate in that summer. They
would either come down for a wk or two weeks, generally.

In addition to that, the Mississippi law books, records, all that kind of
thing, were not available to any of the lawyers representing the summer
workers. A lot of the lawyers who worked in the sort of southwest quadrant of
thestate, anyway, did all of their briefs in law offices in New Orleans. They
di dndt have access to Mississippi

What happened was, we got there. Cox wanted to hear it on a
Saturday. So we showed up, David and Steve and Barry. David was going to
be the firs withess. Before he was called to the stand, Judge Cax said
maybe he was already inthecdab ut Judge Cox sai d, 0 We
affidavits for direct examination, 0 wh

64



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue:

Cleverdon:

lawyer doing the questioning, the prosecuto whi ch means t hat
think David had ever been in court before and, instead of your lawyer, who,

by the way, was not the same guy who w
whobs come in and now is goingf to repr
warm you up and get you relaxed and all that kind of thing. But he accepted

that Cox didndét want to be around very

So the prosecutor stepped forward,
Where do you live? What are you doing in Mississigp0 Then he said
young man, |l m | ooking at your affidayv
such a date, you were taking people to register to vote. And you claim that
blacks are systematically excluded from juries in Mississippi. Is that toftea

David had not written any of this. This had been prepared by a lawyer
from somewhere, but you donodot refute t
| awyer said, AYoung man, on the day yo
session, and thereweretvd ack men sitting on that |
Cox, the judge, turns to David and he
nobody gets two bites out of that appl

David stepped down, and that was the end of his testifying, A&aih
of them had the same brief, because they were all there together. So it was a
very short morning. Steve and Barry both were on the stand, but again, not for
very |l ong, and we were off to Gulfport

Was a sentece issued at that time or a judgment?

No, because, for felonieséPerjury is a
understand it, acted on, that order has to go to Washington anestymed
by the Attorney General, who was Robert Kennedy at the time

What | heardéAgai n, |l dondt know th
done the research on this. But, evidently, always before, anything coming
from any feder al court goeséltods auton

signs it and sends it back. But, evitlgnthat summer, Robert Kennedy was
paying attention to what was coming out of Mississippi and maybe especially
what Cox was doing. He did not-smn.

So it got sent back, without Robert
point, when the lawyers found thistpthey realized that this was a pretty
dangerous situation for David to be in. If Cox and local authorities decided
they were going to take action, they might have arrested him and incarcerated
him or put him somewhere. Who knows what might have happened

That was evidently the first time t
happen, and Cox was pretty upset about it. So it was several years later, before
that whole thing was resolved. | donot
on the ingress/egressdiness. That kind of got lost in the perjury charge.
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Well, let me see if | can recap what you just talked about. He and these other
two gentlemen were originally arrested, because of blocking ingress/egress,
which to me sounds like a misdemeanor.

Right.

It sounds like a state statute. And it gets up to Jackson, and the federal court,

maybe because of some things that their defense attorneys were doing, before
they know it, theyodédre chargedy with a v
charge.

Perjury charge. Right.

And they didno
u

much care about t he i n
toéls that yo it ?

t
Ore understanding

Yes. Yes. The perjuryél shudder to thi
Kennedy had sigrethat, and whether or not David would have been
prosecuted. It would have taken a lot of fancy legal work, because it was

Mi ssissippi, to say, Al didnodét utter t
prepared the brief. It was the lawyer who defendedusintou 6 Leave it
the | awyers, but | jJjust dondt know how
Well, just from the way youdbve descrid6b

said that blacks are unfairly excluded from jury duty, and just because there

are a couple, youharacterize as reliable blacks, who served on a jury at that

ti me, doesnd6t necessarily invalidate t
juries, as they should have.

Right. Right. I thinld

But this is why lawyers can make plenty of mgnieguess. (Cleverdon
laughs)

Well, they created a mess; thatoés for
yeah. | just remember, | was the only person sitting, other than Steve and
Barry were up here wai t justgftingherethye cal |
myself, and just the way Cox said, né
apple in my courtroom. o It was justél
way he said it.

It was over so quick. | mean, three minutes or something, just a
sinking feeling. So, we went back to Gulfport.

Where does it go from there, then? As
very concerned about (phone ringing in
assume yours, as well.
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Cleverdon: Yes. It was probably a week or so, maybe even a little longer than that,
because they had, actually had to send that document to D. C., and for it to
come back, it took a little while. We had about a week, maybe a little more
than a week, back in Gulfport.

During that week, we met a woman, an older woman, who had taught
school in the north, who was living in Gulfport, in the community. She was
willing to give us her bedroom. | dono
but she was planning to be part of 8@LC Project for the year. | was going
to be helping her with the teaching of a-gohool or an early elementary
school primary grades.

She had gotten some used desks for her living room and dining room
area, to turn those into classrooms. So, she wiag ¢ set that part up. We
had begun looking for a space where we might put a few sewing machines and
some tables and reading charts and things like that. We were beginning to
move forward with what we thought we were going to do for the next year, or
atleast through to the following summer.

Also, we were still working in the office a bit, during the day. Then
one evening, Mrs. Haskins had been willing to be our contact. | was over at
the house, where we were staying, and she came over. She said it was
important for me to come to her house.
couple of men from the FBI [Federal Bureau of Investigation] had been to her
home, looking for me. They [the Haskins] wanted me to stay with her,
because they were just concerned aboysafety.

They [the FBI men] had David, and were interviewing him. They
would bring him back at some point, and we would know what was going to
happen next. | remember going to sleep on her sofa. Then, around 10:30,
11:00, maybe even a little later, theame knocking on the door. They had
David with them and told me to get my things. They were going to drive us
out to New Orleans.

So, again, they were driving, and we were keeping out of sight in the
back seat. They were concerned that Cox or local offa | s, wer endt s
mi ght take action against him. They ju
or detained, maybe not even charged with anything, but just taken out of
action. So, they took us to New Orleans.

DePue: And who are these two again?

Cleverdon: They were a couple of FBI from the Gulfport office. They gave us airline
tickets, and we flew back to New York
through the fal/l and didndét return to
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:
Cleverdon:
DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

Then, we were back theamd lived in student housing again. But he
wor ked, and | worked until the foll owi
graduate school.

Did either of you return to Mississippi to do any more work?

No, because it was several years before tlet case was resolved. There

arendot a | ot of Cleverdons around, and
interested inéThe idea [of] getting de
like to go back now, because I think a lot of time has passed, rhyaos

lifetime. But, yes, | wish | had stayed in touch with the Haskins. | never did

know their first names. We kind of made a point of calling everybody Mr. and

Mrs. and using last names.

How did they refer to you?

They called us by ouirkt name. But part of our focus was dignity. At that

ti me, as movies and other things you r
and dAgirl .o
You mean, thatdés how the whites would

Woul d refer to them, AHey, boy. 0
And you referred to them as Mrs.?

Mrs. Haskins, Mr. Haskins, or Mr. and Mrs. whomever, but never anfaiste
basis with the people, maybe the kids, but not the adults.

Did you think your experiences and Dayv
had made some progress?

| would say, yes. Number one, [emotionally] it showed that there were people
beyond Mississippi, white people, who cared what was happening, who took
an interest in their lives and making a difference in their lives.

bm sorry we were not there for a yc¢
been a wonderful experience to have been able to live and work and actually
do child education, nutrition training, teaching sewing skills, providing a place
to gather and to sort of vdte community, where community existed, but it
wasnodét as visible.

It was also exciting, because for me, | realized that perhaps for those
who were stildl in Mississippiéln spite
was a quiet dignity within their camunity. They could raise chickens, and
they could have gardens. So life was, farwmige, intact.
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When | got back to Chicago and began doing canvassing and things in
some of the neighborhoods or teaching in an inner city school, | realized that
[there wee] people who had a great hope that things would be better in the
north, |ike Chicago. They got to Chi ca
community, and maybe lived in a brownstone apartment, with four other
families, with hanging cloth, separatingettlining room from the living room
from the bedroom, each space being a different little family cluster.

Maybe there was still hope in Mississippi. Some of the candle had
been di mmed by making that hopeful tri
| think it was an exciting summer for people who saw [emotionally] students
were there.

DePue: So, youbre proud that you did that? Ju
foolish question, but how did it change you?

Cleverdon: It was very humbling. It wagery important, in that, when we got back to
Chicago, |l began to feel a tug toward?é
toward education in the inner city.

At that time, a lot of people | knew, who were wives of students, went
to the suburbs to teach. But | really wanted to teach in the inner city and so
began to prepare to do that and loved those years of teaching in the heart of
Chicago.

| did get involvel in politics, in independent Democrat politics. As a
Republican, it was hard to switch, but
in Chicago, so you had to be an independent Democrat.

DePue: Youdbre caref ul to make the distinction

Cleverdon: Yes. And so those were, kind of, two major themes, | guess | would say, that
kind of evolved out of that summer, instead of winding up on a college
campus, with David teaching religion and ethics and me having fireside teas
for students. We kind of tookdifferent path.

DePue: Well, 1 think this is probably a pretty good place to stop for today, and next
time we can talk about Illinois politics, especially independent Democrat
lllinois politics, a different kind of story, but another important chapter of
your | i fe. So I édm |l ooking forward to t

Cleverdon: Youdre welcome. Thank you.

(end of interview session #2)
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DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Today is December 10, 2012. My neam i s

Mar k DePue.

| 6m t

Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, and today | have
my third session with Lynne Cleverdon. Good afternoon.

Good afternoon.
How are you today?

| 6m good,

t hank

you.

You sound quite a bit better than our last conversation, when you were
fighting a cold, | believe, at that time.

Yes. | was rather croaky last time around, but this is better.

| forced you to soldier on, anyway, and we had a gression. We pretty
much finished
Mississippi, working on the voter registration drive in 1964, and at the end of

the year,

to Chicago and ask you about your arrival back in Chicago in 1965. | think

that was in January?

you
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Cleverdon: In January, yes. We had spent most of the fall in New York State, with his
family and then returned in January. [We] had an apartment in student
housing, oveon Kimbark and Hyde Park Boulevard. | went back to work at
the university library, Harper. David worked at the hospital and did some jobs
there, worked in an EEG lab and so on, through the spring semester, because
we had actually given up [his] scholaigsland everything for that year.

That summer of 0665, | began taking
College to get certified. Coming back from Mississippi, | decided I really
wanted to do something with underprivileged populations. So, | was preparing
to tead in the Chicago Public Schools and did, in fact, start as a substitute in
the fall, then, of &665.

DePue: What level were you teaching?

Cleverdon: |took whatever came my way. So sometimes it was in an elementary school.
A couple of days | was at Englewobligh School, but, because of my age
and my fair coloring, several of the teachers suggested that | consider not
being in that high school. It had a lot of trouble, and it was a troubled area of
the city, at the time.

Then | began to work more in just takementary age group and
wound up over at Reavis Elementary School, on Drexel and 50th Street. It
was within easy walking distance of where we were living.

DePue: As we talk today, | O6m going to weave I
the national levie (music in the background) That threw me off for a second.

Cleverdon: (Lynne whispers) | was going to turn that off.

DePue: Well, | etdés go ahe&Watookaveryduiakkdbmeakgutp au s e
as | was mentioning, Iimsesmexerongagicat hr ough
landmarks here. The first one | wanted to ask you about was, | think,
December 10 of 1965. Thatoés when Dr . N
Nobel Peace Prize. | wonder if that had any significance, if you remember
that.

Cleverdon: | just remember him receiving the prize and being so overwhelmed that he,
who had taken so much risk, personal r
fhehe di dndét create, but he drew out t
opposing Civil Rightd could still re@ive the peace prize for what he stood
for and what he did. | just remember being very impressed that the decision to
award it to him was so well deserved.
remember marking it in any other way.

DePue: Well, this one waga few months earlier, but | suspect you also would
remember 1964, | think, the Civil Rights Bill passed. And in 1965, in August,
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Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act. And here you were, working on voting
registration in Mississippi. Do you remember muchuwthlihat?

No, not really. We were starting in 06
with politics in the Fourth and Fifth Ward in Chicago, when Abner Mikva

made his first run for U. S. Representative. | have a vague recollection of that

being a significant outcome.

| dondt remember that that was such
people were already voting, and it was
sure the people who were dead or i n bu
not going tabe voting, because of all of the ways the Daley machine made
sure that their candidates won.

How do you prevent the Chicago Democratic machine from turning out the
vote and doing all those kinds of things that had gone on for a long time?

Well, we became poll watchers. That was kind of a scary, kind of risky,
because you would be sitting in a polling place, but you were aware of the fact
that the regular committeemen knew everybody. You might see what was
happening outside, with a dozeggs or a loaf of bread or whatever.

| remember David was working in a couple of precincts, prior to the
election, and had ridden a bicycle over. When he got done canvassing the
block that he was working on, [he] came back and found that the tires of the
b cycle had been fl attened. So, then h
wound up having to come back. Il mean,
as risky as it felt it was risky. The Daley machine certainly had good PR on
what you were risking if you oved into some of these neighborhoods.

| 6m confused about one thing, because
is that you would typically have poll watchers from each of the main political
parties. |1 O0m assuming t hagduregistered and Dayv

Democrats at the time?

Uh huh, but we considered ourselves Independent Democrats. | mean, there
wered

| understand that, but if the parties are identifying the people to serve as poll

watchers in all of these variouswaalsnd pr eci ncts, woul dnét
selected fAreliable, 0 Democrats, who we
Republicans would have something. They

We were uninvited poll watchers.

Oh, (Cleverdon laughs) sodie was a Republican, and there was a Democrat,
and there was you.
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Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

And then there was me. Or, in another polling place, there would be David, or

in another precinct, theredd be somebo
homework fromthevote r egi stration | ist and know
exist anymore, for one thing.

So, if somebody came in, we could challenge, ask to see identification
and that kind of thing. Or we could report, if a precinct seemed to be having
[a] higher turnouttan average, and maybe the prec
know everybody coming in.

Sometimes one of those old voting machines would get stuck, and you
couldnét pull the | evers, and then it
phone calls to, like the Mikviaeadquarters, and then they would talk with the
Election Commission and get people out to fix them. But there were a number
of ways that things could get derailed. So we were there just to kind of protect
our Independent Democratic activity.

Whatwere your impressions of the Republican poll watchers?

(chuckles) Unremarkable, unremarkable. The Republican Party in Chicago, at
that time, really didnoétéelt existed; p
think they did a whole lot of cgpaigning or dooto-door knocking.

But you, as poll watchers, were doing the work that you would think the
Republican poll watchers should be doing. So, were they? Were they natural
allies when you found problems?

No, no. Usually the judes were all pretty friendly. There might have been
other parts of the city where Republicans would have been more actively
involved in the process, but, as | recall, | never really had a sense of which of
the judges was Republican versus Democrat, in tefrtiee way they were
responding to people coming in.

So, that wasno6t something they wore or

No. No. There were times when we sort of joked that the Democratic
committeemen had chosen the Republican judgesv@op knows i f t ha
true or not. (DePue laughs) | never got to know any of those folks very well.

Well, i1itds just a one day activity, I
a long time again.

Right. Right.

| want to ask you aouple more questions about teaching. How long did you
teach?

Three years.
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DePue:
Cleverdon:
DePue:

Cleverdon:

And you mentioned the last school that you were at was Reavis?
Uh huh, Reavis.
Tell me a little bit about the students you had in those classes.

They were all AfricarAmerican. And, except for one other teacher and the
principal, all the faculty were AfricaAmerican, as well. The first year, |
taught kindergarten; the second year, | taught first grade; the third year, |
taught secondrgde.

For some of the children that | taught in kindergarten and first grade, |
felt like | was, maybe, one of the first white people they had had up close and
personal relationships with. So, there was a lot of touching my hair and
touching my skin andiid of getting used to, if | was real.

But my kidsél | oved mykildisds , | anmad ntdh
a family at the time. The year | taught second grade, | remember having half
of the class that | had had sestamd year p

mix them, cut them in half and blend them differently each year.

At Christmastime, | remember, we were in the Christmas pageant.
Several of the teachers were on the stage, kind of orchestrating, because the
kids hadndt r e alndsyponllbal workediwith nykidsrandp ar t s
have a more personal, interactive style, | think, with children. But anyway, my
class was sitting at the back of the auditorium. | just remember, when it was
their turn, they got up, walked down the side aisle, gahe stage, did their
presentation the way we had rehearsed and rehearsed and rehearsed it, and got
of f the stage and came back to where |
all. | remember, in the afternoon, the other second grade teacher came up t
my room, and she came in, dwos she said
children to do what they did today??od

| felt that she expected me to tell her | had put rubber bands around

their toes or something. |l said, AWell
knew what they were doing.0 She was as
that class in spelling activities and

perform as well as they did. | think my expectation always was much higher
than some of the other t@wers, probably, and they [the students] did a
beautiful job.

But a lot of the children, during severe storms, would not have the
clothing to come to school or sometimes not have money for lunch or things
of that kind of kept reminding you that they welisadvantaged, a lot of them
on welfare. It was an impoverished part of the city. But they were neat kids,
and | just wished that | could have followed them for a few more years, until
they had the ego strength to take that forward.
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DePue:
Cleverdon:
DePue:
Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

Was this a seggated school you were in?

No, it was an inner city school.

So, just by virtue of the neighborhood, they were all black kids.
Right, right.

What did you know about the families? Did the families come to parent
teacher coferences, those kinds of things?

No, very seldom. | had one child with some severe problems. | remember his
mother coming to school one day. | had asked her to come, two or three times
previously, and then she came this last time that | sawWieen she walked

into the room, she told Mejust in front of the whole cladsshe said,

AWhenever Daviddbds a problem,d she said
Al give you my permission to take off
| was just horrified. She as talking to me from the door. | was at my
desk. She didndét wait for us to get to
ushered her into the hall, and | said

child. o She said, AWelyduhavdmyj ust want y
per mi ssion. 0

The next time, like a couple of weeks later, | had asked her to come in.

She didnét come, but evidently a soci a
working with the family, showed up at the door. When he walked through the
door, Davi d begaoming, whattwasygoinglto habped.Bd@t s e e

this man just walked up to him, grabbed him around the neck, held his head

and used his knuckles and just did a little grind on the side of his head, which,

| said, AWebve got t o gvethistmppenmg of f i ce
down here. o | said, fAYou may not come

So, | never did see him again. But David continued, | think, feeling he
had an advocate in me. He got calmer in the classroom and some of the anger
management issues were easier for him tdrob So, | felt that was a bit of a
success.

This man that came in, was that his father?

No, it was like a counselor, who had been working with the family. David had

anger management issues. He had an older sister who wore leg bdaces. 6 t

know why. She was a third grader. I j u
family.

|l wasndét really in a position, at t
intervention. | went into counseling much, much later and might have behaved

75



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

differently, at the time, bl had a little more training. | think just being
humane toward the child was helpful to him.

Well, based on this one experience you had with the family, was it frustrating
for you that you didndét have more of
wha 6s going on with their children?

Oh, yes, yes. Well, and it was frustrating having thmitye children who were

so ill-prepared for school, in one classroom. The problem with the families
was they didnét have anyambthatikvgiveo un d.
families in education and reading and those kinds of things, but at the time,

t

N

t here was Head Start, but t here wasnot

mothers, basically.

A lot of my kids had 0 Ithats 6 wh o
kind of thing. They would
say to another child was,

from words to shoving and that kind of thing.

The biggest impact on the classroom wasthe ye@ér,7 , January,
we had the huge snowstorm that just closed down the city. So, for about ten
days, like a school week and a couple of extra days, my class was cut in half. |
only had about twenty kids. The advances we made in that period of
t i me é T htedpchaltatl0:00, went to 12:00, half an hour lunch, 12:30
to 2:30, and then released. There was no enrichment. There was no bathroom
breaks, no recess or anything.

So, in the morning, we focused strictly on reading. In the afternoon,
we focused on nth, and then either science or social studies or something
like that. But, with that uninterrupted time to really focus and concentrate,
they developed skills that carried through the rest of the year.

It was like | had two different grade levels, pradticabecause that
group of twenty, who had clothing and parents who saw that they got there
during that time, had much more of my attention, gained skills that carried
them through to the end of the year. Then the other half of the class came
back, when th snow had melted, and you could get around the city again.
They were just somewhere else. So that was pretty amazing.

Were you able to see quite a bit of a difference between the beginning of the
school year and the end?

Yes,yes.Butagi n, it wasél never used corpor

number of people | taught with did use corporal punishment. There was a
woman, Dori® | wish | could remember her last nadnbut her husband

played with the Count Basie Band, and she was teaching efthearfsixth

grade. She was wonderful with those older children, and they loved her. She
was kind of a role model for the girls and very encouraging. It was wonderful
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that she had them at that age, because by then, children are beginning to self
identify, and even if they go home to stressors, they still begin to have their

own identity of who they are and know kind of who they want to be. A

younger child finds it a little harder
not to that point yet. This is all earding to Lynne Cleverdon (both laugh),

my observation.

But Doris was wonderful and neat S
Christmastime, her husband wanted her
York City. | said, niWel loytwighdner.Skean f | vy
flew with us, going to New York. And then she hosted us; she and her
husband hosted us for one night at the club, when Basie was leading up to
New Yeard6s Eve. That was one of the fu
good.

Oneoft he highlight s, Il 6m sur e. Let6bs get
talking to that timeframe, anyway, but

Luther King made the decision to actually set up a residence in Chicago. Do
you remember anything about that?

| dondt remember anything about him ha
Later that year, the summer, he was leading some marches in Chicago.

Yes, and we marched in a couple of those, coming down Michigan Avenue
and out to the Buckgham Fountain and his speaking and so on.

What was the purpose of the marches?

| think that focused much more on housing and jobs and those kinds of issues,
kind of soci al i ssues, more than voter
workedf or HUD [ Housing and Urban Devel opt
when he started that.

It might have been early 668; it mi
beginning to buy properties. It was kind of like a precursor of Habitat [Habitat
for Humanity], wheréHUD would buy houses in neighborhoods and then find
gualified people to move into them, | think, purchase them and would help
subsidize their mortgages and things like that. So, he [David] was working at
identifying homes to purchase for HUD, for a whbefore the next phase of
his career.

Do you have any memories that associate with those marches?

It was exciting. It was pretty safe, compared to what had happened in the

South. There was just a sense of great camaraderie, purposef, &ind o

celebration that things had moved to the point of focusing on something other
than voting and beginning to focus on
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aspects. If it was happening, we went, a couple of times. But we were not part
of the planning ormy of that.

How would you describe the demographics of those who were in the marches?
Were you in the minority as a white?

|l snét that interesting? You know, by t
whole lot of attention to being a mintyrin a group. | was teaching and had

been teaching, was teaching in a black school. It must have been pretty mixed,

a pretty integrated group, | would think. | became more conscious when

everything was white (both laugh), rather than when | was a mjnoran
African-American crowd.

Did you have a chance to meet King?

Wel | I didndédt meet King in Chicago. I
Mississippi, when we were over in Americus, Georgia. But once we got to
these eventshere was no...no, unkh.

Well, | think we can get you up to around 1968 or the timeframe when you
and/or David started working for Abner Mikva. When did that first occur?

wer e wor kiFRAftgWdrddr hi
d was Hyde Par k. I t 6
area. h Ward is Kenwood, w
six bl ocks. where Obamabés [ Pres
runs up north of 4h Street. But the Fourth Ward goes farther north. So those

two wards had their Mikva office on 53rd Street.

S
S
h
i

i
d

| worked in the office the not paid staff, but volunteerddwhen |
wasnodét teaching, because | taught unt:i
volunteers, and David began doing some political organizing. Then Mikva
lost.

So he had a Congressional campaign in
Yes.
Did he retain his seat in the lllinois Legislature?

| think he did. | think heid d . I candt remember to who
068, Vic deGrazia had asked me to be t
district. That office headquarters was down on East 79th Street. So, then |

managed that office, coordinated volunteers whaadikinds of mailings and

those kinds of things. Mike Duncan was the campaign manager. Norton Kay

was the PR [public relations] guy, along with, | think, Jean Erkes did some

work for him.
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Is that a male or a female?
A female.
JeanDerky?

Jean Erkes,-8-an Er-k-e-s. Genie [Eugenia] Ermoyan, at that time, was
Mi kvads assistant. She had been with h

Letébs go back to Mikva. Who was Abner

He was éHe ible humantbeangavhokwas, for ten years, a state
representative, initiated gun legislation way ahead of his time. | really was not

up on all the things he did, but he an
one other person who waesy&ldsbletogetherie e of
the state legislature and were pretty much cut from the same cloth. | just
remember everybody was very disappoint
signed on for 068.

As | understand, he would have been one of the origfidapendent
Democrats, independent of the Chicago machine?

At that level, yes. Locally, Lynn Despres, Leon Despres, was our alderman
from Fifth Ward, and he was an Independent. But mostly, you supported
Independent people, and they never gattelk: (laughs)

How would you describe Mikvads persona

Very, very approachable, a very bright man, kind of awesome. You know, for

me, as a young woman at that time, just getting my feet wet in politics, it was

pretty amazing that yocould talk with him and be just sort of a regular

person and yet know that he was accomplishing a lot in the state leg&lature
should | ook up some of the things he d
thad and then went on to Congress.

Was it Davidwho was the impetus for both of you ending up working for
Mikva, or was that something that you went into independently, as well?

No, I think, I think Victor had approached David to do some organizing in the
Fourth Ward. When we got two yearadd had done some volunteering in

the Fourth/Fifth Ward office, then a couple years later, Vic had asked if |
would work as the office manager. So,
paid staff at that point. So, my skills were organizing the office aakdmg

sure we had supplies and all those kinds of things, an agenda for him.

You mentioned Victordés name a coupl e o
bit more about him.
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Well, we met him, | guess, working on the first Mikva campaidren they

became friends. We eventually had a coach house. We moved from Kimbark,

up to a coach house that was just arou
Kenwood area.

When my daughter was born, in 068,
Robi n, Vithe énse, ifwak goin@to a meeting. Vic had a meeting
every week with kind of the key player
Executive House in Chicago and have breakfast and go over the game plan for
the next week.

He was an awesome person. Adbpeople called him Machiavellian
and felt used by him. I think he read people really well. He had worked with

Bruno Bettelheim in a school or chil dr
home for teenagers. | think he was just really good at understargd peopl ed s
weaknesses and strengths. | remember being in awe of him.

I n 668, one day ohlwasoacmsteh anchheo t he of
walked in, and he said, very grufflyand he was a big man and rugged
features, Sicliadand he said, fAWhetbésmmgt agghd
of | aughed; |l dondt know why. | said,
an agenda. 0 At that point, he just | au
wereéel was comfortable around him, and
peoplehad done that to him, but it worked well, and we were friends from
then on.
Family friends, the couples were friends.
Yes, yes, yeah. And his kids. His daughters sat for my daughter, when they
were in high school and that kind of thirygah.
Letébs go back to Mikva a Ilittle bit mao
politics. 1t sounds | ike, what youodre
Progressive Demaocrat, at that time?
Yes. Oh, yes.
Was he at odds witthe Democratic machine?
| would say he was. All the rest of us certainly were. (laughs)
Did he go out of his way to be at odds with them, or he just kidd of
No, no. | just think the posikhowonsél d
himthatwe | | |, but | dondét think he ever di

anybody. | think he had a very solid agenda. He was ahead of his time on
some issues, but | really feel that he was a very focused person, moving the
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state, the country, in thdirection that he saw being healthy and appropriate
and good and all those things.

That kind of entices me to ask, what direction did he want to take the state and
the country?

Well , the gun issue was Ioeet.i ma kle wa ssm
issues oriented person, but | always felt that he had the interests of all of the

constituents at heart, and he was-fainded.Likel s ay, | candot te
all the issues are. But the gthadt t hing,
everybody have a gun and be armed, and

Would that have been an issue that he would have been at odds with the
Democratic machine, at the time, in Chicago?

|l dondt know if it was t hteerikemocrati c
association. A lot of those organizations were always lobbying against gun
control. | candt i magine the machine w
control, considering gang activity and
severe.

lwant to get to 1968. | know youodve be:q
youbdbre working in the 1968 Mikva campa
congress. But |l etdés start at the begin

marker here, what David was dgi Was he working fultime in politics, or
was he still a student?

When we came back to Chicago, in 0665,
had switched from the divinity school to the department of history, because of
Richard Wade, whenVdae was wor king for Robert Ke
campaign.

| think David was interested in getting involved in that campaign.
Well, I know he was. Wade had suggested that he, David, do some organizing
in I ndiana. We had gone ttdgpwhat yearkhatr e é 1 6 n
was. Was that

Well, if youdre talking about the pres
Kennedy would have announced for a pre
would have been after LBJ [President Lyndon B. Johnson] boweaf tu

race, which was early in 668. Normally
running for president.

Right. And when was Kennedy

Letbébs start with the beginning of the
timeline.
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Okay, oky . Wel | I dm thinking he was eithe
wor ked for HUD. Il really havendét gone
was working for HUD in 668, in July, w
think hedd been whbh,prebablygromvthetfdll ofthd e m t hr o
year before or very early on in 0668. S

Webre going to walk through the year 1
memory on a lot of different things. Most of these are things that are
happening at theational level.

The year kind of starts in a rough
Of fensive in | ate January, early Febru
Vietnam War, which, by 668, dominated

country and a loof the protests that were going on. What were your and
Davidos position about Vietnam, at the

| candédt speak for him. We were aware o
We were not participating. odlocalhi nk we
politics or Mikvabs run. |l was pregnan
that we would get out of Vietnam.

It was somethingél felt more of an
with some of the womends i ssmgss, I was
happening on a national l evel , but | w
would say.

The next one, | suspect you have a cl e
668, when Dr . Martin Luther King is as

Yesbecause that waséThe city kind of we
all kinds of outbreaks.

We were living on 48th Street, just south of 47th, which was where
Kenwood ended and the rest of the Fourth Ward was more ghetto community.
Then | remember jiideing very concerned about all of the noise. There were
no homes or buildings between our coach house on 48th Street and 47th
Street. There were no stores on the south side of 47th Street. Everything was
on the north side of the street, and most of theese liquor stores, taverns,
that kind of things. So that part of the city was just always buzzing, twenty
four hours a day.

I remember being concerned about t
convention confused withel Jeske nk, It
Jackson oréSomebody encouraged peopl e
and things began to simmer down. | think it was the summer convention,

maybe.

h
h

82



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

There was serious rioting, especially on the near west side of Chicago, where
entrenei ghbor hoods were basically gutted
know what was going on in the south side, in your neighborhood, as much,

but certainly there was an explosion of violence in a lot of cities, and Chicago

was one of those.

Yes. Wdl, that was the time, then, when we were firebombed, that night. |
remember ironing in the coach house an
so | was ironing in the living room and remember looking out the window to

see something flickering up against thee. [I] went and looked out, and there

was fire coming up the side of the coach house. | had heard kind of a glass

shatter or something, but it took a while for the fire to get going.

David went out and checked it and saw that there was a bottle that ha
had gas and rags and stuff in it, and the side of the coach house was burning.
So we went to deGraziads. Their house
old stone home. We spent the night there, but then came back the next day.

That c¢ an ddughbbecause Gatoltwas born in July. What date
did you give me?

This was April.

April, yeah, no, the firebombing was in the summer.
In connection with

In connection with the convention, yeah.

Do you remember yor reaction to hearing the news that Martin Luther King
had been assassinated?

Well, it was very similar to when Kennedy [President John F. Kennedy] was
shot. | just felt like another icon had been taken away from us. | was so
distressed abouthvat might happen to all of the Civil Rights activity that had
really evolved and focused around him.

There were a lot of people involved in many, many places, but he
represented the leadership at the time. | remember wondering what that was
going to do inerms of the future of Civil Rights and the social aspect. |
thought the voting thing was going to be okay, but | just wondered whether
the movement would hold together or move ahead in segments. [I] was
concerned about that and was very sad. Imeas,tjé The f act t hat
kill others who have, in my mind, higher goals, was just kind of devastating.

It was about this same timeframe, and I think it might have been aftefwards
| &m not s ur @ thatLyndomJohnson ankounoed that he would
not be running for reelection, which was a surprise to almost everybody. It
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obviously was a big part of his response to what was going on in Vietnam and
being so troubled about the administration of that war. You had talked before,
that David was workindor the RFK [Robert F. Kennedy] campaign, so would

it have been this early spring, early summer timeframe that he was doing that?

Must have been. Must have been, because Carol was not born yet. She was

born [in] the middle of July.

Why the RFK campaign? Do you know?

Well, Richard Wade, who was at the University of Chicago in the department

of historyd American history was his focssomehow was connected to the
Kennedys. They had asked him to oversee, from Chicago, the campaign, a
maybe al

| east i n

dono6t remember

nor

| donot k

I donot know

primary in Indiana?

t her n

l ndi ana

why.

and

now I ndiana politics, but
they could find indigenous people there, or they felt David, having done a

really gaod job for Mikva and getting through the primary, would be able to

do some work down there, before we got into the fall push for his campaign.

the results i

ldon o6t remember .

n

Il ndi ana. C

| think, at that time, it would have been McCarthy, Eugene McCarthy and
Humphrey [Herbert H. Humphrey], certainly, and Robert Kennedy. There
a couple of others
5th of 1968hat Robert Kennedy had just won the primary in California, and
heds assassi

probably

wa s

Yeah, yeah.

remember celebrating a lot. So maybe, maybe they were big Humphrey
people ordondt)j ukstcew. But t hen,

nated.

i n the

I donodt even remember t he

mean, it was not a good time, understatement.

Was Davi dos
king for

stil |l WOor

No, I think h e

wa s

f ocus,

back,

t hough,

Robert Kennedyd

focused

Robert
back to Mik
S pre

on Mi kvads

Of course, all of this comes to a head in August of 1968, when the Democrats
come to Chicago to hold their convention. Tell me what your memories are
about that convention. Part of it, obviously, is tha@sthat you began, about

the firebombing.
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Cleverdon: Ri ght . And, you know, as | | ook back o
watching television. | did not go downtown.

DePue: Because?
Cleverdon. Because | didndédt want to get <cl obbered
DePue: Was Carohblready born at that time?

Cleverdon: Yes. She was born [in] the middle of July. | was a new mother in a coach
house that had no air conditioning, and it was a hot summer, which also
people said played into all of the furor, just because people weredchotiin
of sorts. | must confess, | was a very insulated new mother at that point and
didndét él guess you could say | was on

But then, events kind of spilled over into our neighborhood. | think
that the next day, at sorpeint, | had come home, and | was getting ready to
take Carol for just a walk around the neighborhood and kind of see what |
could see, as a result of the night before.

There was a car parked at the end of the driveway, and there were four
white fellas n it, young fellas, probably early twenties, maybe-tmdnties.
They had short sleeved, open neck shirts and so on. They were pointing up the
driveway, at the char on the side of the coach house, laughing and kind of
carrying on. When they saw me come, dbeir faces, just kind of like, were
stunned, jaws dropped, and then they s
feeling vulnerable, from the community north of me, and all of a sudden, |
realized that they may have been from Cicero or somewhere, thinking th
they were still in a black neighborhood and were going to incite some kind of
event or excitement.

When the fire department came to put out the fire, they did not use
lights or whistles or bells. | mean, they just very quietly had come the night
beforeand put out the fire and left, so as not to create any kind of a scene or
incident. At that point, | became much more comfortable, again, in my
neighborhood and realized that whatever had happened was not a local event.
| mean, those were not local merthat car. There would have been no way
for them to even come and look at that char, unless they had been a part of
making it happen, because there was ju
word, so to speak.

DePue: That would have been one of scores ofdants that were happening in
Chicago at the time, in the midst of violent protests and activities inside the
convention center and all . So, thatods
anything in the news at the time?

Cleverdon: Unh-uh, unkuh, unkuh. Thefact that the fire department came that
ni ghtéThere was a | ot of activity on 4
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downtown and on TV. But there must have been other incidents like that. |
canodét i magine wedd be t heywbherelotherone. BuU
than the fire department.

DePue: Was it the only house in the neighborhood that was firebombed?

Cleverdon: That | know of. It wasnbét somet hingéde
Levis, who owned the coach house, knew it happened. They litkd main
house. Sensibars knew it happened. They were in the other half of the main
house, that was just right across the driveway from us.

DePue: |l 6m wondering, at the time, were you p
actually going on in the conveon center? | mean, you had great reason not
to. YoulbOve got a brand new baby at hon
Cleverdon: | wasnét really focused. The news, at

news that | was seeing, anyway was really focused on all of the rioting in the
strees and police intervention and people getting arrested and those kinds of
things, downtown. But then, the rest of the time | was looking after my baby
and hanging out with Robin and trying to be as normal as possible.

DePue: | know that, when we had our prgterview, you mentioned Bernardine
Dohrmdme . I need to ask you about that
that would fit into the narrative or not.

Cleverdon: No . | met heré Gosh, that would have b
0 6 4. <SaHasv stwdant at the University of Chicago Law School. We used
to walk upél édm blocking on the name of

DePue: That s okay, we can get it in the tran

Cleverdon: Okay, okay. When | would leave the University of Chicago Harjianaty,
|l 6d wal k out to the street that went u
shedd be coming from the | aw school , w
campus. We would just sort of accidentally meet there. We were never
friends, never did anything othttran walk together. But | remember just
talking about her classes and things that were going on, and we were talking. |
was working at the library.

The only thing | knew about her that sticks in my mind, is that she
always fixed eggs and bacon, and sfeher skillet, with the fat in it, in the
oven. She didndét clean it out every ti
idea of just leaving a pan in the oven, ready to pull out every morning, was

2Part of the leadership of the Weather Underground, Dohrn v
1970s living underground and was on the FBI's Ten Mémtted list. Today, Dohrn is an associate professor and director at
Northwestern University's Children and Justice Center.

(http://mww.pbs.org/independentlens/weatherunderground/today.html
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Jjust amazing to me. Andt][l] neverrhadamgyht , o h,
any political discussions or anything with her. So [I] was really rather
surprised when, down the road, [I] heard more about her underground

activities.
DePue: Letdbs get back to the Mi kva campaign b
convent o n , I would think Davidodés focus i ¢

Mikva win that election.

Cleverdon: Yes, yes, through the fall. | had been the office manager, up until Carol was
born in July. Then, in the fall, | was not doing so much in the office, basl w
still attending some of the strategy meetings and things like that, taking notes
and so on.

But David was then very much focused, and | think maybe he was
being paid now by the campaign. | dond
coordinated all of theolitical action people, precinct workers, in the whole
congressional district. So he was meeting with people in the university area,
Hyde Park, Kenwood, the north end of the district. But he was also spending
time and helping organize the southern enthefdistrict, which was much
more conservative.

DePue: By this time, would it be fair to say that David saw his future in terms of
working in political campaigns and working with people like Mikva?

Cleverdon: Yes, and when Mikva did get elected that y&ayid was hired as one of his
aides and worked in the Chicago office at the federal building.

DePue: The next name that factors in here is Dan Walker. Let me just ask you a
couple of gquestions about Wal ker, and

Oneof the things is that he was a Montgomery Ward executive, | believe. He
made good money doing that, but had always wanted to get into politics for
many years. He identified himself as an Independent Democrat, of the same
league as Abner Mikva and [Paulp®n and Dawn Clark Netsch [lllinois
professor of law and politician] and others.

Then Walker was in char@el believe, in charge would be the right
phrase to say of the commission that looked into the Chicago convention
and the pol i ce edodghatamndtemdedrup aalkng it agpslipeo n s
riot. Any comments that you have about that?

Cleverdon: Not so much. | was aware of the Walker Commission Report, and that was
kind of at a higher executive level than | was functioning, for sure, or even
really paying a whole lot of attention. | think deGrazia worked with him on
that . I dondt know how much Mikva was

DePue: How did David end up being involved with Dan Walker, then?

87



Mary Lynne Cleverdon Interview # FMA-L-2012041

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

Cleverdon:

DePue:

deGrazi a. I dondt Kk ntoisybutaat the timebMalker nner  w
decided to make the run for governor, Paul Simon was also running for
governor.

That would have been in the 197@Q timeframe?

Right. Mikva was between a rock and a hard place, because he and Simon had
been vey close ten, twelve years, through the state legislature. Mikva had also
been close to deGrazia, who had sort of orchestrated his campaign and gotten
him elected for Congress.

Vic [deGrazia] was the power, the ideas, the organizer. | think he had
workedwith Saul Alinsky [community organizer and activist] at one time, so
he was wellversed in community organizing and was just a great strategist.

Would it be fair to say he was the political brain behind both Mikva, for a
while, and later on for Dawalker?

Yes, yeah. And did, under Walker, became deputy [lieutenant] governor. So
Mikva was kind of in the middle, but I think Vic felt this was an opportunity
for Dan Walker. Coming off that commission report, his name was definitely
well-known in the Chicago area, anyway. So, at that point, Vic asked David
to then become the political organizer for the state for Walker.

Let me give you a little more background here for the interview on Dan
Walker. And you mentioned Paul Simon, as well.

Paul Simon, at this time, had the unique position of being the
lieutenant governor in the Ogilvie Administration. Richard Ogilvie was a
Republican, and, obviously, Simon was a Democrat. That was rather an
anomaly. This was about the same timeframe tleastdte is rewriting the
constitution, so that wondt happen aga

That wonét happen again, right.

And Simon, as you mentioned, had aspirations to be governor, himself. This
was a perfect opportunity, because the other thing that Ri€lgide had

done was to institute a state income tax. So everybody in the political scene
thought he was pretty darned vulnerable. (Cleverdon laughs)

So now youdbve got Simon, who probahb
Democratic machine, and he was identified&aeT he sl at e maker s s
identify who the candidate for governo

And now youbve got Dan Wal ker, who

campaign as the guy who is going to undo the Daley machine. Would that be a
fair asessment?
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Cleverdon: Um hum, um hum.

DePue: So, after 1 o6ve | aid all of that out, I
primary campaign
and Davi dos
involvement, and
maybe you as a
bystander,
because yo
got a small child
at home.

Cleverdon: Well, actually, by
then, | had gone
to work, down in
the Loop. But
when the Walker
campaign got
going, and they -Igt;lrf &;tlllireer';v?usnt?gregcicgrrl:ofummer of 1971, in Hyde Park, during
began pulling that '
together, then | worked kind of as a secretary/receptionist for the primary for
Walker. Carol was at a sitter in Hyde Partkthat time.

| remember feeling uncomfortable
that Mikva was not supporting Dan
Walker. | felt terrible about that, and the
fact that the two men had sortoVic
and Abner had gone separate directions
it just made me sad that, over this
campaign, two fends had gone separate
ways.

I didndédt know that much about
Paul Simon, at the time. | mean, he was a
name, and | knew he was in office. But |
wasnoét foll owing politics all that <cl o
As you can see, |l &m not even grassroot
(laughs) shallow roots onlat of this, just
involved and working for the good guys,
as | see it.

| remember the conversations
about Dan seeming very stiff, and Simon Richard Anderson, Lee Major's
had wonderful rapport with people. And | supervisor on the hit television series,
remember the conversations evolving, to tt'The Six Million dollar Man," met with
. R Lynne (center) at a Governor Dan
point where Dan was going to walk the statwalker's fundraiser in the Springfield

So that whole campaign got under way. a2 circa 1975.
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