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Reynolds:  Okay, are we recording? | think we are.
Bradley: Yep, | think so.

Reynolds: | think wedre in good shape. This is t
Oral History Program ahe Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librape
Stateraft Program  Waeayding ® be talking to Rich today about his
biographical information, career background, history of raukoe in lllinois
and in Springdfieldand thenwe are going to move on to thestory of SSUIS
and WSSRagras it 0s ,WWSy WA bthvink is included in that
and his involvement withPR.

This is December 2, 2011 khkoui 3000 a.m. at the[Abraham
Lincoln] Presidential Library in Springfield, lllinois. | am Chris Reyds a
volunteer interviewer.

Sol et d6s get t o tilmtermdof hiographicgplunéosnatioon her e
Tell me what you know about your family background, parents, siblings,
grandchildrenlf t her e 6 s aumtsor uncéesoo coasind yeu utnl

throw those in too.

Bradley: | was born and raised on a tenant farm over in eastern Champaign Gounty
mile and two milesldé day a mile and two mildsecause we had two different
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plots of ground that my dad farmed. A mile and two miles north of @gde
lllinois, which is in Champaign Countiput right up against the county line
with Vermilion. Ogden is almost exactly half way between Champaign and
Danville. My dad also grew up on a farrhen during WWII, he was

working in a steel foundry over in lrahapolis. When the war broke obe

was locked into that jolexempted from the draft as long as he continued to
work there.

My mother was a homemakdihat was the environment that | grew up in

with two sisters youngerthanmed m t h e od tdoesistersanda f our
brother six years youngefl] Went to Ogden Grade School and Ogden High

School When | graduated from high schonply first inclination was to go

into farming because thatoés all I knew

My dad was a tenant farmeéhoughHed i dndét own hhes farm gl
rented. There was just no ground available to be rented at the time | graduated.

So Ogden being about fifteen miles from Champaibinbana was right there

in the shadow of the U offUniversity of Illinois]. So, | &

Reyrolds: (interrupting)So, you seriously toyed with profession in farming?
Bradley: Yes
Reynolds: éi f the conditions had been right.

Bradley: If there had been hundredidtwenty or a hundredndsixty acres available to
rent, | really believe | woulddve gone that route. My dad would have
assisted meHe would have allowed me to use his farm equipment.

Reynolds:  Right.

Bradley: éto get started. Thereds no doubt i n m
happenedf t her edd been anbecagse mydaddivedhis al |
whole life at Ogdeywith the excepbn of the three or four years during the
war,in theearlyé 4.0rse foundry is in Speedway, Indianehich is right
outside Indianapolis.

Reynolds: Ok ay. Let 6s go b a cérraklllomoisyWelkind ofjtalkedvi ng up
about where you lived, some of the schools you attended. Are there any
important memories of events that affected your early life?

Bradley: Hmm, ro.
Reynolds:  Oh, like the Kennedwssassinatioar thed
Bradley: Well, | wasworking in radio by that time.

Reynolds:  Oh, yeah.
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Bradley: That was i 6 Bly radio caredy

Reynolds: Solévgeot t o remember .§SodwaSingradedchibelr t han
when that happened. (laugh),$always thinkoh,t hat 6 s al ways a b

Bradley: (laugh) Reallymy career in radio really started in 19@hen | transferred
from the U of | where | went to school for two years. | transferred to Southern
lllinois University in Carbondale

Reynolds: We | | , ustlige @ahéad ang talk aboutuyeadio career. Did youd a d 6 s
experience in the waor any of that kind of thinghave an impact or
impression on you ér

Bradley: No, because | was still pretty young. | was born in 1940.
Reynolds:  Right.

Bradley: And my dad was working in the steelidry at that time. Well, néet me
take that back. My next youngest sister, the sister next to me, is a year
younger than meSheand | were born in lllinois. Themy second sistethe
third of four, was born in Indiana. Sby November of42, we wee living in
Indiana. | have vague memories of living thék&eird things kind of stick out
in my mind like two draft horses in a field next to that housgowbeing
deeper thaffiassdeep to a tall Indign as the saying goes.

Reynolds:  Thisis outside ofindianapolisdid you say?

Bradley: Yeah it was @houthalbvayébetweenradianapolis and
Lebanon, IndiananearFayette, Indiand seem to recall. Anywayhen by
the time my brother was born @6, we had moved back to lllinois.

But,the e0s a story i n my,l|dawingthemfmundryn g back
there to go back to farming. He knew thahe left the foundryhe wouldbe
immediately subjected to the drafhis opportunity came alongfis dad was

a farmer, my granddad. He hadstbpportunity while the wamwasstill going
on. Thiswould have been in JanuaPgbruaryMarch ofé 8 Hehad this
opportunity to come back to lllingisne hundredndsixty acresright next to
my granddadht the farm. Buthe knew thatif he did thafas long as the war
was going onhe would be subjected to the draft. People never thought
abougé or, at leastas far as | kno& never thought about politics and tiede
politics played in the draft at that time in history, 8ty granddad understood
quite well the implicationsThe draft board consisted of three farmatis
laborersfriends of my granddad.

Reynolds:  What county was this again?

Bradley: This was in Champaign County.
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Reynolds:  Champaign County?
Bradley: Yeahe

Reynolds: We |l | , t isiagtbécausesChampaign has somemdraas. You
woul déoveé thought

Bradley: It was aSelective Service Board
Reynolds:  Yeah.

Bradley: Youknow I dondt t oo muc ® nastialingt reldyinggo br eak o
you now what my dad told me. My dad camad went with his dad, my
granddad, to visit each of these three members o8dleetive Service &ard
explainingto themd and they were all farmedsthat there was this
opportunity to rent a hundred and sixty acres from Joe Ackenvianalso
owned the ame ground that my granddad ownbdt,that my dad faced the
possibility of being drafted if he quit his job at the foundvizere he was
frozen and exempted from the draf$ long as he stayed theBeit, if he came
back, not onlyhewould be subjectetb being draft. Wellhe went to each of
the threewith my dad in tow and explained the situation to eadhethree
farmers asking them for their advice and guidangach of themto a person,
my dad told me, theeach said they understood what eagropportunity it
was for a young man getting into farming. They e&ala persontold my
granddad not to worry about it. Anddso

Reynolds:  That was good enough.
Bradley: Yes.

Reynolds:  Did you ever go to the foundry? Did you ever have a sense of wixatigd
did at this foundry? Gr

Bradley: No. | justknew thad
Reynolds:  Too young?

Bradley: He got on Herode a busThe house where | livedasright on Indiana Route
52. He would catch the bdshe worked the night shjft remember that. He
would catchthe bus late at night and the@ome back on the bus in the
morning around 6:3®r 7:000r 800. Now,I dono6t ratthsssted er wh
foundry produced

Reynolds:  Did the depression in the farm econamig that what prompted him to move
to Indiana and wdxrat the foundry, doyourecalfou woul dndét have
recalled but in theirreminiscencesbaut wf@at é
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Bradley: He wanted a farnTherewas just no farm ground. Very similar to the
situationl facedin 6 5 8

Reynolds:  Which would have been in tl89s | guessor the earlyo 4D s

Bradley: Yes, my dad married i@ @ Mom and Dad married i#9. He went to work at
a Studebaker dealership as a mechdhere in Ogden. That was just for a
short period of timgfHe]Wa s n 6t maki ng ,andbethadtheney t h
opportunity to go to Indian& and nuch of the family came from Indiadato
work at this foundry farl believe significantly more money than he was
making as a mechanic. He had two kids, myself and my di&ezn So, he
took this job in the foundry. Theof coursewhen the war broke outhat
changed the whole complexion of thing@&en | think EverettRobbins was
farming this groundhatmy dad enddup on. He died. Themas nobody to
succeed hinto take over the farpat least in his family. Sahis hundred and
sixty acresowned by Joe Ackermabecame available. | thinkdd Joe knew
my dad was looking, always lookinig come back to Illinois to farm. Smy
granddad also rented a hundred and sixty acres from Joe Ackeéyntan
t h at oDadlearo@vabout the opportunity to come back to farmimg
thed .

Reynolds:  But farming was kind gfwhat he thought was his way into the American
dream or whatever?

Bradley: Yeah | think sa | think so.

Reynolds:  Just to backtrack a little hitould you layout your siblings andyou know
who they are and the order antaybe what they ended up doingustto kind
of lay that out?

Bradley: Sure My first sister next to meis a year younger than mi€aren was born in
April of &1 Shewas pretty much s hgeaclated from high schoplvith
home economiggou know kind of stuff She worked at the University of
lllinois as a secretary for a couple of years after she graduated from high
school.

Reynolds:  Back when they were secretaries.

Bradley: Yes. Sgshe had lathe skills you know of typing and taking shothand and
all that stuff. Spshe was able to get a jdBoth my sistersactually were able
to get a job at the University of lllinois in Champaigrnbana. It was fifteen
mile into the campus and backhe metthen her husbanfwho] was I call
him, afiHoosier Farmeo Paul was born and raised in IndiédnBaul
Kirkpatrickd justacross the state line from Danvjli@u know in that
vicinity. She got marriedrhen, shenoved to Indiana with him and became
farmerés wife. Thhatdds halhése whlae ishrenacu
farmer s wife. (laugh) And they raised
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My next sisterSandywas born ind Z but she was born in Indiana
seewhen we moved over theréhen when we came backhe graduated
from high schoqla year after Karen. Rich i®8, Karen ind 5 Sandy inb 6 0
and then my brotheGary, in 4. She worked at theniversityas a secretary.
Met her husbandHe was a guy from Danvilleand they hung around
Danville. In Ogde, when we wanted to go to towve either went to
Champaign or to Danville. You kngyust kind of like flipping a coin.

And Danville had the reputation for being a littkeedier.
It did, it did. (laugh) How do you know that?

| spent some time in Danville.

Oh, did you?

Yes, | was a regional planner there &owhile

Green Street

Yeah.

| think, was calledithe whore housew, wou know at that time. Anyway

Sandy met her huabd Leonard, nicknamed Sonnyheymarried and he

was from DanvileThey settl ed intoéhe worked
Aluminum in Danville. They manufactured alumingmillso

Back in the hay day of manufacturing in Danville.

Yes and oils for heating and air conditioningommercial gradenot
residential but commercialHe worked theré that was his whole careger
until he retired herebout five, six, seven years ago. He and my sister still
live north of Danville on the banks of onéthe forks of the Vermilion River.
They raised one boy and two gifdy brother Gary graduated from high
school But his high school career is kind of interesting becaaiseut

halfway through his high school care€@gden and St. Joe, arch enemies
when | was in high schoptonsolidated.

lttsearlyo 6 e 6r e tal king?

This would have beet § 3 .0Hé went a couple of yeamss | recallto
Ogden High School, juniegenior year therat St. JoéOgden. He was there
during a transitioperiod. Not longer after he graduated from high sghoel
ended up down at SIU Carbondale at Vocational Technical Instilomen
there which is a technical school that S@arbondale rants campus was
located at Carterville. Right after he completesitwo yearstechnical school
training he was drafted into the Viem War

at
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That would have been %8, ®9. He had two years that he servad he

was over in Vigtam, [as aJgunnery sergeamind artillery batteryThey had

what the call a LZ alanding zongwhere there were six gurSo,they could
cover three hundred sixty degrees. He had two or three guys working under
him as his crewThey were firing these big artillery guns. They each had
enough range to overlap one another.

And Chris youknow, during the year he was in Viggm, | saw my mother
age | i ke you,duriogthateriod of time. There was one
Christmas that he was gone from horieu know, hewas overseaduthe
came back safe and sound

As a matter of fagthe cane back a month before he was scheduled to
simply because the unit he was with @asiddenlythey decided they wanted
to move this unit somewhere else, get closer to the Camblodiders They
could shoot artillery into Cambodia before Nixon owned up. But, rather
than send him in there for one moritiey released him from his tour of duty
senthim back a month earlyt happened soquick he f ami dy dnodt
really have &hancea o noti fy the family. His wif.
back in the Chdago area unttheknocked on the door a lot. | think it was in
the middle of the nightand she answered the door. (laugh)

Reynolds:  And he came back no worse for wear, no injuries or psychological problems?
Bradley: No, none that we hear about and reladug now.
Reynolds:  Right.

Bradley: At least not insofar as | know. And | think | or my motheraarr sisters
would have knowpsomehow or anotheBut,no, e 0 s

Reynolds:  What did hethen go on to do?

Bradley: He went into automotiveHegot a job ina parts department afFord
dealership in the Chicago area. He met his wife down at Carbondale. She was
taking training as a dental hygienistla¢technical schoallown at
Carbondale. Thatodos where they met. She
marriedind 6 8 n d twin & n & shehgetmrafted. He worked construction
until he went into the service. When he came out of the sehgogot a job in
the parts department,afs | sayin a Ford dealership johé

Reynolds:  One of the suburbs up there?
Bradley: One of the subur bs.is &allondkorxdt r emember w

Reynolds:  Right
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But, he worked his way up to parts manager at this dealerBhgn this

dealership sold and closed up that store. He was lucky enough to secure

another similakind of job at another Ford dealership farther away. His
commute timébecame a ldfarther Then he ended up where he is nawa
wholesale parts operatipand he is in chargef the Ford Motor Company
aspect of the wholesale parts operatiim.a t 6 1© hewss#itoday

He was with the right company to get through the current problems.

Yeah.

T h agreats

But, he was successful in convincing me and our dad to switch@Gtoenys

to Fords.

Have you alwagdrivena Ford vanhave you? guess you havenaybe?

Well no. My first van was &hevyé

Oh.

€ t hladoughtindé 7. But, he convinced me

Did he give you a good deal?

We | |

Oh,hed dn o't

He was just in the parts operation. No, by that tin@ught from my uncle,

he

didnot

sel |

sel |

Dadshisst er owhbuwbakdd
then later, for a Chevrolet dealership in Champaidrbana.

for

Roger 6s

Hey, back toyour childhood, you said that you came out of high school
wanting to get into farmingso you obviously had a very positiveage of
agriculture and farming

Yes.

Were there activiésduring those years that saftled you in that diretion?

Becausd6 vbecome familiar with the whade Agriculture issort of system

of FFA [Future Farmers of Americahd puttingpeoplethroughtraining

coursedecause they hao workpretty hard to keep people in farmingdé m
wonderingwhetherthat wasyour experience. Did you have a real strasuagt

of, sense of the industhyAnd were those activities sort of positive that

regard?

You know; |

donot

remeémber

mu c h

about

Chevr
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Reynolds:  High schooland®

Bradley: (problem with microphonejhere ve g o &M lkadFFA, and the girls
went to FHA my sisters. Sd had that agricultural education in high school. |
went off to the U of | when there was no farming available. | commuted the
first year driving every day, but still kind of caught up inli@g my dad in
farming.

Reynolds But you sensedight out of high schogthat you were pradibly not going to
be able to make a career of farming?

Bradley Only because there was no ground available. Had there been ground available
torentno questionnmy mindt hat 6 s where | woul d have
dad andd

Reynolds Woul d you have moved out beyond the ge
Bradley: Nottoofatbecause the plan was to use some
Reynolds:  That would makeensé

Bradley: Yeah.

Reynolds: € because othe investment in the kind of stuffeah

Bradley: We were looking, | would sawithin a tenfifteen mile radius of Ogden. |
dondt r;éherarhay havedeen other farm ground available biuato
away b work out for me.

Reynolds: Plust hat 6s some of the most expensive f:
through central lllinois

Bradley: Black and flat.
Reynolds:  Yeah

Bradley: Royal, lllinois, which is about five or six miles north of Ogdesithie locusof
a German settlemerjt. T h e A lt@fsfgrming up there and owned by
people with German ancestry. As a matter of, fiaagt dad tells a story abqut
duringWorld War 1|, a lot of those people he knew had first cousins fighting
for GermanyThat createdome tense times.

Reynolds:  During World War landWorld War IL.

Bradley: Yeah,well,l donét kbubdlwertaityb etc aluse t hatds my
experience there went to school with some of those kids. Of coubsethat
time, the time | wento high school inb4, of course World War Ilwas over.
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So, ny reference point has to do with things my dad told me. He was in a

family of eight kids and they all went to high school with those kids from

Royal. My dad graduated i3, so his younger slings had that experience

and it was touchy. Those peoplethered i dn 6t endor ghey Hi t | er
hadt

Reynolds:  Loyalties

Bradley: € uncles and cousins and German loydltyust happened to be Hitler. But
anywayt hat 6 s k $ofl wantroféto ther Usot! andd

Reynolds: Let 0s pflunith yous doleege tareer that leobviously to your radio
careerand thenyou can start talking about your radio career.

Bradley: During high schob | builtd like aHeathKit or something likehat alittle
AM radio transmitter

Reynolds:  Radio Shack used to sell those?

Bradley: Yeah it came i n t henomdaowll comdto atderroetof r e mer
those but | did order it. | remember building It would transmit on a
frequency on thé&M band.You had a microphonendl knew there had to
beaway to hook the turntable to ourtiisystem up to that tinkered and
figuredout a way to do it so | could play music on the turntable and broadcast
it on a AM transistor radio that we carriacbund the house. Sihat was my
first experience with broadcasting

Reynolds  Your first radio network

Bradley Yeah (laugh)l had thi thing set up in the closetstpirs so | could shut the
door, with alight in there [I] had my own studio andald broadcast and play
music.That kind ofpiquedmy interest in broadcasting while | was still in
high school.

But then when | graduated from high schpblar mi ng wasnét goi n
the picture atleast not for Rich Bradleyl] Went off to the U b1, not really

knowing what | wanted to study. Sostarted in engineering hatwas a

tough nut at the U of | becayseere | was going from a rural high scheoth

an enrollment os$ixty-seven eleven in my graduating clase the U of I. |

d i d nallytdevelop the best of study skills when | was in high schmnalio d

graduated third out of eleven, not too bad.|Sterted out in engineering.

That di dbao,athe enwdof the .first semestétransferred into
accounting. That didndét wor k.

Reynolds: That 6 s 18)degreedutnt y

Bradley: Yeah but | was just grasping.

10
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Reynolds:  Yeah

Bradley: And then the second semestéwanted to get away from home and get on
campus.

Reynolds:  So you commuted your freshman year?

Bradley: Freshman gar, | commuted. The grade school basketball a oviiedverked
for theuniversity and | rode with her. She wanted me to drive thel€ar 6 d
drive the car, her car, there and hdatould ride freeHell of a deal.

But, | wanted to live on campuSag, | lived in private housing on the U of |
campus in the fall semester@®®. By that timel was in geology because
account irealywodkifodme®ut, here like alotofkidd | 6 ve got
one kid that suffered the same fatgou get off by yourselfindependent

living. Youdondét pay at.tPettydoongau flunkooutsSoaftat i e s
three semesterkflunked out. | went to work then for a sheettadeshop. |

had been working patime.

Reynolds:  ChampaignUrbana?

Bradley: In Champaign, R. HBishop and Companwhich has nothing to do with
anything else

Reynolds:  Just a job?

Bradley: A job, laborerdoing some sheet metal work. This is a company that produced
all the heating and air conditioning duct work for #ssembly halbecause it
was under construction back at that time.

Reynolds:  Big job.

Bradley: | worked therepart time, and thenwhen | flunked out of the U of It would
have been in February of 1960. The semester carried over for a,dbrgxe
weeks after the holiday break those daysThen you went up until early
mid-June | think, before the semester ended. Nendays first semester ends
at the holidays. Second semester starteemiddle of January and goes
through May anyway. Sol worked at the sheehetalshop full-time, earning
some money{l] made the decision to go to the party schab51U
Carbondale. When | was looking through the material for the curyicula
discovered that SIU Carbondale owned its own radio stamhthe students
operated it. | thougf, ah nowthat appeals to m&o,| made all the
arrangements and made the transfer to
transfer.

Reynolds: You didndét have to sit out for a semes

Bradley: Well, | sat out thespringsemesré

11
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e of 1960, February through Septempb&hen | went down to Carbondale.
Carbondalgat that timewas on the quarter system. | went down there in the

fall of 196Q knowing full well that | had a crack at getting into broadcasting

at SIU because students went to school there and operated the radio station
facul ty

under

gui dance.

That 6s

| worked at WSIU FM as a student those daydor credit. The radio
station wasa place where all the broadcast stutdgust hung out. We were
fraternity,
| was hanging out there. Adif our classes were in the radio station complex.

i ke

Overlapped?

our

We overlapped.

own

ki

n

d of

Was Cunningham going there at the same time? Or was He &atitr?

Now I lived in a private residenceorth of the campus and latabout half

way over to Murphysboro. He livedanl think it was called lllinois Avenue

Residence Hal acrosghe tracks fromthe campus. Buyyeaht hat 6 s
he and | got acquaintedias working as a radi®V major at WSIU in

Carbondale.

students
operatedSo,| annourted.

Did you at that point orthaty o u

Yeah

ldonot

recal

felt

12

had

t hat

k e

Oryou had a chance to be better wiyeate

n

a

an

Yes and no. Welll had to auditionand they accepted me.

When you started with the college radio statdid you do newsor did you
just spin recordsor you were doing both ér

adjoining

So, you went right into it. Did you sense that you had the voice tolama?
uni que

sort

real ly

Wh e n

wher e

Well, in those dayghe radio station was operated very much as radio stations
were inthed 4 Gndld 3 ,0nghat ®me students ran the contratsher
announced

stu

of s

t hobegdmngambout it

wa s

announcer in a radio station was a-stauck kind of a thing that descended
upon you. Clearlyl
radio. (laugh)

better

t han
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But everything you did on the air in those dayas scripted. No ad lib. And
the faculty passed judgmentén mean they edited your scriptSo, alot of

the announcing was very formatation identifcation, reading the weather
forecast, promoting upcoming programs, that was all scripted. Before you
went into the studio to read your script during a break between praghans
script had to be approved by any faculty that happened to be in the studios
the time. All the faculty members addition to teaching in a structured
classroom environmedlso had a relas a copy editor for students when
they went on the air.

You didndét act ual.lYouwérdike adisa joakey®i o pr ogr

Yes, | had one haflfiour programAfter | was therd | e t 0iswasteedall
@0, midway through the fall o600 | inherited this program callédOh,
what waghe name of the prograhit wase

Sort of an interview program?

No, no, nolt was a musical program.
Oh, a musical prografh

It was old tunes.

Sao big band sort of stuff?

Yeah Thatsort of stuff or hit tunes from different yeas® that you had to
assemble your scrighen Cliff Holman was the faculty advisor who approved
my script. He came out of the days of CBS radio to teach in a broadcast
school. He worked for CBS in Boston before he came to Carbondale to be on
the faculty of radio and television there at SIU. He approvedarigt and

then | would take the script to the statiorhis programwenton the air 10:30

at night. Other students were running the condrols

Oh, he program was at 10:30 at night
Yeah, o Thursday nights.

Saq just oncea week?

Once a week.

Once a week.

13
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And we played some of the songs | played were on‘t8scausgyou know
that where some of the old time hits resided was on AB8d Holman

brought with him

Did you do jaz2Like,we 06 r e

you doi

ng

CountandBasi

that kind of materialor was it pretty rurof-the2 you know sort of pop stuff?

Pretty pop stuf

Of coursethose people were popugar

€ d a ntenes)yeah.

Yeah

No, |

d o n fler speeifinaly focusing @n

Some of the emerging jazz of that period.

Yeah, the stars of jazRatherthe program was intended to be a kind of
thematicbecause the script you had to whied to be able to rka thesegue
or the transition from one song to the n&tte learning experience was
trying to figure out a way to write a script that provided the transition from
this song to the next one

Sort of a theme in a sense

Yes.

Yeah.More like what Lawrence Welk used to do when his shidve would
be themed

Yes. YesAnyway, that lasted until | went off the deep end one night and
played some really wildaunchy thing (laughdff a 78. | remember CIif
Holman callingup that that nighé

Spike Jones or something like that?

Oh goshl

d knovo t

Whatwould beconsidered

donot

r ewhaimasbut it wadw

Something not in the mainstream?

1 Content was originally cut in groovesn t o

120 plastic

di sks

whi ch were

into the perimeter groove at 78 rphater versions played at 45 rpm, ther133 rpm on smaller disks.
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Notinthemanst ream, thatodos true. It
a more popular side on the A side. | played something off the Bvslieh
wag for the daywas fairly raunchy kind of sounding. Not raunchy inéhe

Thisigwe bdr e t altlyloi6@ge t he ea
This would have beetfall of 1960.
Okay. Well rock and roll was, | man happening at that point.

Yeah, but it hadn ¢ratiohakyoroanot of madiol
stations. For examplén those daysWLS in Chicago was the rock and roll
station Midnight in Mayof 1960 is when they switched formats to rock and
roll. Up until that timethey were 8ictly an agricultural statiorgwned by the
Prairie Farmer MagazineAnd they had live country western music.

They used to do thBam Dane o n é wiaVWJAN? OhWJAN, maybedid
theBarn Dane.

Well, WLS had itinitially. It wasfi feOl d Nat i onal Barn
Saturday nights on Eighth Streat the Eighth Street Theater there in
Chicago. Thepwhen WLS was purchased then fr&rairie Farmer
Magazineby ABC9

ABCeé

Yeah they wereO & O, anowned and operated statioAnd they went top
forty. WABC in New York went top fortyWLS in Chicago went top forty.
ABC bought up a couplof stationsSan Francisco and Los Angelésey
became top forty. SABC was the youngwvhippersnappenetwork.

That about the time | started to lisieg to radio.
(laugh)

Yeah,Dick Biondi andall that yeah.

Yes, yep. Bob Ha, heusal to do midnight8

Bob Hde, Art Robert$®

Yes.

Top ten, every night, top ten songs every riaght
Mort Crowleywas on the ad

e talking on the beep liness you voted?
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Sam Hancock.

Yep.

A

Wellanywayd t hat 6s

Yeah,h at 6 s

(laugh)

Interesting though.

anot her

| got booted as a result of that.

By booted you meany o u

That 0;¢ hrait @lst
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Ssubject.

di dnot do

right.

t he

Really andwhat you were a junior, senipwhat, close to finishing

show

Actually, asecond semester sophomore at that beeauseat Carbondald
ended going three full years before | got my dedgveeausé was really only

a sophomorgctually when | got transferred down there. | lost enough credit

in the transf &r t

Almost had to start over

hat I

real ly

wasnot

Yeah Thatwas in the days before theardof higher educatiomas formed.
And date institutions in lllinois were on their own when it came to lobbying
the legislaturéd

It was the University of lllinois and then there was everything else.

Exactly, see. | really kind of paid the penalty becausent weethe U of Jin

terms of SIU Carbondale. Anywalygraduated in®63, but, when | got booted
off theair at WSIU, | got a job at WJIPF in Herrjm commercial radio statign
doingthesign-on shift only on Sunday mornings.

Was that hard toffid, or did you find that pretty easy? Was it easy to get those

kind of jobs at that poinespecially[since]you were still a college studént

Yes.
Yeah

Yeah,
donot

Hoovto @rtswekthatChvisb e c aus e |
rremember

donot

[It] must not have been too hafdlyou, almost immediatelygot the job?
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Yeah.

[You] startedooking immediately because you wanted to keep dtiiagy

Yeah

Yeah

Well, the firstplace | appliedit was at WCIL in Carbondal®utt h ey
have any openings theplusthe son of the owner of the station addRaul
McRoy was also a radi®V student at SIUbut they lived there in

Interview # ISPA-L-2011-057

di dnot

Carbondale. Hi dad owned WCILwhich is a dayme only, commercial radio

station.But, there was no job opening at that tivdad | must have learned
about a job opening WJPFin Herrin, Sunday sigion, and the shift was
from 500 am. Sunday morning to noon on Sundays.

| 6m g ues s irarg statidnaprobably ad aehard time finding people.

Or was i am | wrong about that?

Well, yes and npbut then Herrin was onlylike, fourteen or fifteen miles

awayd

Was Carbondale tieradio audience for the most part? Were tkieg of

offd

They were altousand wattfiransmission strengthTherewas Carbondale,

Carterville, DuQuoin, Marior®

Murphysboro?

Murphysboro, yeah. Marignvhich is on the eadt

Is that a pretty bid

€ s wuthto AnnaJonesboroYeahit was a thousand watts daytwo fiftyd

They di dtheévay dayvo to @rb did they?

Probably not because Cairo had its pam 1490 radio station. But the shows
that were on the air were all tapgabgrams. There was a minister who came

in and did a live hathour programpreaching
Locally producedthough taped prograns

Yeah, wel| they were a network station tcmMutual stationsosome of the
Sunday morning progranwgerelonger programs, hour long progradns

Just to set the stagat that point, how many radio networks were tRdreere

was Mutualand®
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Mut u adl |,

ABC, CBS

Kind of like theTV stations when they first started

Yes.

and

NBC

Yeah And most radio stations were associated with one of those networks?
Just for contentyou know for programming, | would guess.

No.

No?

As a matter of factwhen | was in school down ther&/CIL Carbondale was
an ABC station because thearried Paul Harvey. WJPF in Herrin was a
Mutual stationbut Du Quoin, Murphysboro, Anatonesboro, Marigmone
of those stations had networks. WEBQ in Harrisburg was a Msia@bn but

that was a pretty drive from Herrin. And there was very little overlapping in

their daytime signalAt nighttime, most stations went to 25%G@attsat night
You know thecoverage 250 on AM is only aboafifteen-twenty mile

radius.

To save moneythey would bring down the voltage

Well, they wereon a frequencyhere the FCC dictated your power output
during the daytime. They were on what they FCC called the local frequency at
thetime. Sq it was a givendaytime operationsunrise sunsgtvas a 1000
watts then,sunset to sunris@ 5 0
stationslike WCIL Carbondalewere on a clear channel frequentiie
dominant statiod the1-A Clear, we used to call & on 1020 was KDKA in

Pittsbugh, which was the first commerclgllicensed station to go on the air.

But sincé

watts.

That 6s

T h at 6, sometimgs at nighyou could pick up the natiorél

Yes.

é s o af the outof-town stations

The clear channel stations.

Youbd

get

WL S

or

Pitt

Ssburgh or

al |

Cl

WLS was 50,000 watt890, but during the daytimehere were two or three
other stations in the country that operated at lower power on 890. But at
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sunsettheyhadtogo f f t he air and coul dnodt
next day at sunrise. Wells soon as they went off the air and the surtteet
ionosphere changednd 50,000 watts went up and boomed down.

Sa the airways were actually sort of managedduse of the scarcityéof

Yeah. Theravas something about AM transition to transmission that changed
at night oveé o

This was preFM. Is it preFM?

Pretty much so. WelFM? went on the air in thé 4 ,®ut they were far and
few. For examplehere in Springfielpwhen | came to Springfield in 1965
there was only one FM station hgaad it was WTAXFM, which is now
WDBR. That was the only FM station on the &nd it was background

music T halout allshere was énd

Wel | , | et @ Ilstés goekithrobgh gokeartyroadi o j obs.
Herrin, and how long did you stay there and wivattwas your shovon
Sunday morning like? What were you doing?

| just doing announcing, reading some news, joinirgnidtwork becauge
They run news shows on Sunday morning from the network?

Yeah, fom Mutual or religious programne of the programs was a live
program from one of the churches there., Biitl did was run the control
board and at10:0Q there was a scripted opening for a church seraicé |
just turned up a gpa potentiometer.

Soyoubre going solo on this, too?
Oh, yeah

You were the engineering gugs well as thé

It was a comboperd i o n . |l didndét have a show.

A distinction probably at that point
Yes, | read some commercials, but it was all scripted.

But that was pretty goodl mean they gave you how many hours of air time?
You prolably felt pretty good about that.

The shift was ®0am.to noonon Sundays hat 6 s a,lajobopehedd t
up at WCIL right there in Carbondal&,l| di dndét have.that

2FM : frequency modulation
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How long did you do the Herrin jébjusta fewyears omafew months?
No, no a couplgthree monthsmaybe.
Oh, not that long then.

Y eah because it was in January@®fl that | began working patime at
WCIL,whi |l e | was still a
the paritime job | had at CILI was working like, ten to twelve, ten to noon,
Monday through Friday, two hours.

This isnow the job you gan Carbondale?
Yeah.
Yeah.

Yeah, WCIL. Thenlater, | married in&2 to my first wife who | met at SIU.

She transferred over to SIU from Indiana State at Terre Haute. | got married a
year before | graduate8hewas by that time¢ a graduate student in Home Ec.
Then | had a chance to go ftilne, as it wereat WCIL. Comein at sigron,

and sigron variedto sunrisgbecause it was daytime AM station. Sigm to

1:00 p.m. Monday through FridayThatwa s my Ng, $igh énto &:00

p.m. Mondaythrough Saturday.

This is while youodisteadsti ||l going to

Yes
Still going to school?

Right, because | scheduled my clagses

A

Wo w, that s a hectic schedul e.

Well, | scheduled my classes in those days in the afternoon. | graduated in the
spring of®63. Butyeah, t hat és pretty much how

So, were you the omir announcer anggain running programs or were
youd

There weretwoofysne and t he owner 6s son had

together.
That work out well or?

Oh, yeah.Coppolowas a great guyAndt he ol d di dnodt

just because he(lanmgh)Budt he

ma n
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He di dnot have an attitude?

Pardon me

He didndét have an attitude?

Oh, no, notatall.

In that regard?

Not at all. Not at all. He knew he better notitrtoo.

Did he want to be an eair, just as an asider he liked being a technician?

Yeah, becausafter | left Carbondale and his dad retirBdulbecame the
general manageBy that time WCIL had put an FM station on the air. Paul
and his wife Charlotte then were managemeatvners kind of ran the
station and they did all the hiring

He was on a management track from the begirthing

Yeah. I havendét seen him in
then at some pointintimeintherecent@a$t canot
Charlotte sold the station. I
live in Carbondalgas faras | know.

,andl ong tin
tohéddnd you wh
dono6t kn

Anyway, | graduated 63 from SIU and becanfall-time, as it wereand an
increase in the hourly rate. Like | went frordallaré

WCI?

At WCIL. Now, WITY was a very brief stint at Danville one summehen |
was home fronCarbondale. That would have been the summéslof

What did you do? Just drop by and dasy, you need some help this
summer?

| was working in the sheet metal shop at that tiduging the daytimé
In Champaign?

€ in Champaignl wanted to continue my broadcastisgo | é1 dondt
remember how | ended up going to WITXhink | just wandered in ther@nd
nailed down part time wortkiight 7.00 p.m. to midnight Monday through

Friday, | think. Theg was it Saturday? It waan all day shift on Saturday

from early morning until about noon.
that 6s hour s.

Boy, s ome
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Yeah, plus working a full forty hours a week at the sheet metal shop. That

summer almost killed méut | made a ton of money at the time. Thasyust
threemo nt h s at WMY m Ddnville.

Plusit sounds | i ke you enjoyed radio so
That 6s why |.Ilkwved had theesheetimata shep job when |

came backand | had a stringortwotopillher e because my dad
my uncle was shop foreman at the sheet metal shop. | knew | had that job

locked in but | desperately wantéd

To keep you radi@hopsup.

€ yeah a job in radio. | found this joland since it was at nig, | thought

wel,bl 611 try and wo rfdr thieeomohthdjwould svorkat i k e |
the sheet metal shop fron08 in the morningurtil 4:30 in the afternoon

drive home from Champaign to Ogden, eat or get cleaned up, eat Supmer

in the ca and drive to Danville. Those were the days before Interstate 74
openedfrom Champaign to Danville&so, | was driving

Saq a tougher drive?

é yeah, | was drivingld Highway 150.

This is one of the summers back from college?

Summern 61, geah College at Carbondale.

Carbondale.

That accounts for my work experience at WITY Danyijiestthose three

months during the summer.

Sot hat 6s pretty much the downstate exp
Yes.

So, wetidgrpmetty glose to coming to Springfield

Yes, | went fulltime at WCIL Carbondale when | graduated in 1963,

worked fulttime at Carbondaledoing playby-play, as well as a new shift at

WCIL. Also, a board shift fag they were an ABQietworkstation so they

carried programs inthose daysi k e A Don McNei | and the
dondédt know i f you remember that or not
Oh, yeah.
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It went from 900to 1000 in the morningand then 8:30 to:00 wasa
showé .Monday through Fridgywva s a
hosted by the sales manager of the statiarry Doyle.

show

He probably brought the advertisers in to interview

It was nothing but a half hoéir

They still dothat today, you know.

cal | eod

€ n ot hout ahglf-hour, freetime for sponsorsyou know | t juiste

To prop up the sponsors, yeah.

Yeah to prop up the sponsors.

Right.

NnCoff e

But he also wove into it, you kngwvents gaig on in town and had people
from those events come in and do short interviews.

Wedr e

t

a l

K i

No, this is Carbondale.

This is still Carbondale.

Carbondaleyeah

Okay.

Anyway,t hat 6 s

ng

j ywa® . wh a't

about

t he

I di

So, you were kind of the announcer that kind of

Utility.

Springfield

€ brought up programming and transitemto other programming add

é did new<asts

€ which was pretty much whgou did in your later yeaés

Yes.

é a the station here in towrYouwere the morning guy that did that.

st

Yep. | also handled plapy-play duties at Carbondale. That was interesting

because they were a daytime station at the.tiwmd if we hadfootball and
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basketball games at night, | recorded them. Tharry Doyle thatsalesman
was successful in selling commercials on those broadcasts that were tape
because

delayeds i mp | y

we

werenot

on

They ween dite though The sporting events waredive. You had to listen
to them what the next morning or something like that?

Yep. (laugh)

Yeah. Notquite as bad as Ronald ReagHis days you know he would

broadcast the ballgame fratime teletype.

Yeah Anyway, that was the sum and substance of my career at WCIL,
Carbondalel 6 rgingtto remember how | gétOh, thebig breakof my
career was being able to go broadcast the state tournamenassenably

hall in ChampaigrJrbana. This was when | was in Carbondale.

Theboys 6

Yessb oy s 6

In Huff Gym, or whatever it was, ye&h

No, no, ng no.It wasin theassembly hall

Oh, okaySo,we 6 r e
into the earlyo 6 ,hare

t Garh kji inpté |waen t

b2as ket bal |

my

b. &relde was bndy lorie class back in those days.

dat es

Yeah.l think | did the state tournament for WCIL in spring, Mareh@®2.

You did playby-play?
Play-by-play, yeah.

Oh, I was going to ask you if ever thought about going the sports track.

Well, | did play-by-play down there.

Yeah. Just basketball?

Just

just sat aroundbutthen,tape recorded the championship game.

So thisis like &1, %2, somethingike that?

basket bal

t

he a

righ

d thedsalésmarddi the glag ot b a | |
for football. (laugh)So, | did basketball. It was weird because CIL is a
daytime station. | broadcast daytime prograbasketball gamesve, and

Yeah,it would have been March @62 state tournament and Marché®8

State tournament.
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That might have beén | wasliving in Maywood at the timgand Provise
East went down and made a ruthink, one of those years.

March of®2, %3 and®b4.

So for three yearsyou did it.

Three yearsl went to theassembly hallDuring one of thse forays | bumped

into Tony Trentwho was a SIU gradvas doing playby-play forWCVS,

here in Springfield. | ntehim. As a matter of fagtwe were kind of like sitting

mates.

Did you have a color gyyr were you doing just doing the whole broadcast

yourself?

| did the whole broadcast mysegjeah | learned from him, Tony, that they
ro aét mighhtaeerbeen the fall @83, | learned
that they were going to have an opening at WCVS in Springfield imeal, a

were id goh,Icanodt

news

interview for me on a Sundglgere in Spngfield, after the Saturday night

directorb6s job. | was

state tournament broadcast in 1965.

Youobd

d o n e , thettwo state tdumame@géal

Yeah Cobden was

very

Was that broadcast just for your stationwas it broadcast by others?

No, just for WCIL. There were a lot of little stations like that that went to

Champaign to broadcagust for their market only.

And that was back in the days when there was only one tournament.

Yes.

mu c h

Sao thosesoutherrillinois teams sometimes had a real shot at winning that

thing.

Yep, yep.

Was it the CobdeApple Knockers?

That was in64.

Apple Knockers or something like that?

That was in®%4. Theywon second place that yeaforget who beat them,

now, buB
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There were several downstate teams that were just power houses

Well, Pekin, Mt. Vernonyou know were some examples. Pinckneyyille

Lester Thomasvas the coach there. Anywayhen | came up to Charagn
Urbana to broadcast state tournamgitsst stayed at home overnigiotsave

the station some mongwhich was a part of my sales jdb convince the

station to let me go up here and do it because we saved money by me staying
two nights at my folkShouse.

Anyway, Tony Trent got me this interview with the manageWstVs, Ken
Spengler, on a Sundayafter the state tournament in 19&®, 1 did the
Saturday night state tournament championship gatagedll night with
Mom andDad and thendrovestraight from there to Springfieltb this
interview on a Sunday afternoomith Ken Sgngler.

Did you have much exposure to Springfield at this paintvas

No.

Had you ever even been there?

Once.

Did they take you on an eighth grade trip there or something

No, | went to Boy8State

Agricultural related.

No, that wad

Oh,B o y s 0 waSthaathireg Bill Clinton was ifA

Yes. It was sponsored by the Americagglon.

Oh, okay.

|l t s hel d i rButGnhthoseldsyst was held atah®tate
Fairgroundsn Springfield. Sol was selected to go to B@State. It was a
week lon@

Now, what kind of organization was that agai® it have to do with just
leadership, government leadership?

Government leadership.
Oh, okay.

The American Legion and it was
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Reynolds:  They would have picked people from the lgogalu know

Bradley: Right, | was sponsordaly the local American Legion Post. There was only
one from Ogden that went every year. There was also one girl selected to go
to GirlsdState and that was at CharlestdBut, | went to Boy$State and it
was aweeklongencampment run vedy

Reynolds:  Theyactually camped at tHairground®

Bradley: Yeah Welived in what is now, the prison out therd hose were theesidence
halls at thdairgrounds And, once they moved the prisoninthgren at 6 s when
the Boy$State went to Charleston. Buttwas runby the American Legign
very military like, because you had flag raising every morniieg lowering
at night and you marched a lot. | was in the band because | played the
trombone. That was summerd@®f7, somewhere between my junéor

Reynolds: Sothabs when you were in high school ?
Bradley: Yeah t h awthén$ was in high school
Reynolds:  Yeah

Bradley: Then | came back to Springfield. The second time | ever came to Springfield
was to theStateFair. | was dating a girlright after | got out of higlschoo]
and | went with her and her parents one day tcthee Rir. We went over in
the morning, came back at night., 8wse were the only two timés

Reynolds:  Couple of corn dogs and sorheartburn
Bradley: Yeah (| augh) And t halssafgmerste6s f at her was
Reynolds:  Yeah, oming from a farm familyl woul déve t hought maybe
made more trips to th&tateFair, although you probably did treunty fair
and

Bradley: There wasnbét much money ar omypalents n t hos
were pooybut we never wanteat least not for foobecausggosh we
raised everything that we ai&e even had a milk cow for our dairy needs.
The only thing Mom went to the store for was to get sugar, salt and flour.

Reynolds:  She could ®ck up for months on that.

Bradley: Oh, yeah. And thepeverything elsé we had an acre of gardeso we raised
all of ourownd

Reynolds:  But no lavish vacations or that kind of thing?
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Bradley: No. Theonly vacation the family ever took was in 194fhenl was nine
years old. | remembgwe went on a weeklong vacation to lowa.

Reynolds: lowa.

Bradley: Yeah, only becausge

Reynolds:  (laugh)More corn.

Bradley: No. Estherville, lowawhich wa®

Reynolds:  Family?

Bradley: |l tds only becaugykedanlovart of dadoés f ami
Reynolds:  Well, letés get back to Springfield

Bradley: | interviewed for that jolandthen drove back to Carbondale. | remembay
first wife was not necessarily a fan of me doing this interview. JTivben |
was offered the jobt wasasnews directar

Reynolds:  You were excited about thathet

Bradley: Yeah So, she and | went round and roytait the money was a hundred
dollars a weeksalary at WCIL CarbondaleAt WCVS in Springfieldit was
going to be a hundred twenrtiye ddlars a weeksalary nothourly, but
salary. Spthat was a hundred bucks a month increase invgaigh was a lot
of money.

Reynolds:  Could be a lot of hourhough obviously, on salary.

Bradley: Yeah,and it wassometimesSo, | took the job, came taork at WCVS in
Springfield in April of 1965. By that time had twin boys that had been born
in Octobero f64. &he stayed with thetVe owned a house down thesnd
she wanted to stay with the house until it sold. It was Labor Day of 1965
before it sadl. | would get off work at WCVS iSpringfield,noon Saturday
drive to Carbondale, come back on Sunday night because | had to get up early
Monday through Saturday. Thatods pretty
Labor Day weekendy that time the hose in Carbondale had sold. We
found a house in Chatham that we bought | got her and the twingho,
by that timewereonly two years old

Reynolds: T h er e nwehsorChatham at thpbint

Bradley: No, urthuh, no. The house was three or four yeddsat the time we bought
it. My first wife was an only childand within a very short period of time, a
year maybe, her parentsho still lived in Terre Hautegwned a business
there a dog kennel. They sold the dog kennel, sold their home, tinenesl to
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Chatham, bought a new home a couple of blocks aaval/served as baby

daycare for the twins.

Then my first wife got a jolas her degree was lnome economicsyith an
emphasis on nutritiorso, $ e

got a job

She was in chargef food preparation and staff that took care of the cafeteria
there. ThenDoct or 6 s

asd

Close to Chatham.

Yeah

agfood service directoandmo r e
shet that wasd’s, 676, | think, wh e n

H q angd she gatla chanreto go dut there

money.
Doctor 6s

And so laterabout the time you went out theuniversity Sy ou 6 r e

out there

Yeah, | went to theniversity iné74.

LetGs go back and pick up these stations you worked for before you got the
university job. Soyou got thenews directojobd

At WCVS.

| 6 m

t hbaaok i thosg dayshat dich 6 t

me an

you

a, orkhg asthd ohn o s
food service directoNo, it was theafeteria directoa t St .

Johndés Ho
Gos h, [ can
Hospital op

bot h

had a | o

working for you. You wergkind of, one reporter, but you were on air

probably.

Yeah on the airand we each had a shift. My shift wa8®a.m. to 1:00 or
1:30, Monday through Saturday. | was doing just newta

So, they had aliscjockey thereand you woulgevery hour or whatevedo

the weather maybe?

Well, insofar as it went with the newscast. At WGV ®as doing newscasts

at twentyfive and fifty-five. Nio the morning, during morng drive | was

doing newscasts at twentiye, because we carried AB@dionewsat fifty-
five. And that was mghift, because | would come on after the network
newscast to do a five minute newscast at the top of the lnaLsthen alsp

five minutes towenty-five minutes past the howintil 9:000 6 ¢ | and k

Probably,during the morningyou were altering that newscast were you

pretty much given the sardémeant h e

that point.

Well.
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Reynolds:  You were using wire stories and yeah.

Bradley: When | got in at 80, Tony Trent was doing a board shift and got off the air
at 500,5:30. Well,the overnightguy | 6 m t r yi n ¢ wouwd make me mb e r
a run downtown, go to the police station, the firedepartmt , t he sher i f
office, gather up the crime neds

Reynolds:  This was the reporter that you had?
Bradley: No, this was a disc jockey.
Reynolds:  Oh, thedisc jockey was doing the leg work?

Bradley: Was doing thé did the overnight disc jockey shift from dmight to about
5:30 andhegot off the air at 5:30. Tony Trent came in to do a two hour
country western show. Thedim Palmer came in as a top forty disc jockey
after that. Butanyway the overnight disc jockey would run downtown in the
mobile unit, Litle Red and go to the three stops that | mentioned to pick up
crime newscome back and write the stories and give them toame then
they were done. And sbjust did newscastgetstuff off the wire

Reynolds:  So, you would cover state and nationiait was on the wire?

Bradley: No, retwork Wed qlst let

Reynolds:  Oh, the network would coverationaé

Bradley: All I was doingé

Reynolds: ébut they woul dn@duldthey er st ate news
Bradley: No, thatodés what | was doing.

Reynolds:  Okay.

Bradley: | was focusing on local news, crime ne®gringfield, chasing ambulances,
fire trucksandthose kind of storied.di d n 6t r e aStateouse.dMeer t he
had UPI.

Reynolds:  During these years where youaly hadyourlocal radio stations, yeah.

Bradley: | was just using the wire service to cover legislative and state government
news. | d i Sthtelouse The comroerciallstations here in
Springfield at that time consistedwWfCVS, WMAY, WTAX. They d
cover theStateHousenews. They justa@vered the local news. They covered
city council, the county boadd

Reynolds:  So, the stations that you worked, imere at Springfieldbefore you went out to
theuniversity were
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Just WQ/S.
WCVS, okay.
| was there frontb5 to672.

Okay. So,the whole period you had orend you were theews director
there.

Yeah.

Now, in my interview with Benhe recallsat that period of timgcoming into
town and getting a job with TAYWTAX], | believe2

That was®7, | think.

€ and he said that the big three in Springfield radiathat timeywasyou and
him and | think, it was Bill Miller?

Well, Bill Miller was at WTAX. Hehired Ben.

Oh, okay.

e a WTAX.

Was there another name of a main guy that was a Lgwsaybe or
Oh, Bill Rawsonwasthe news director at WMAY..

Okay.

Sol 6 m s u rtlereeyoh werelthalkigg abouwereMiller, Bill Rawson
and Rich BradleyBut then Bill Mi ller left in 1967 | think. And then Ben
became th@ews directar

Okay.
Bill &

So, when he came to towhke the people that he
wanted toemulate you know werethese three guys.
And, of coursehe wa$

| guess, | Bve®
Bill Miller was, of coursea big nameo him.

Oh, yeah
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His mentor. Nowwhy dondt ,jusebefar®weaet o thaiversity,
because | was intereste@inOh,do you want to talk about any of the stories
that youcovered during that periptefore you went

to work at theuniversity? Were there any stories, memories of characters,

people that you covered or storidsring that periogthitip ey 1 3omr
mind? working for the lllinois
News Network

Only in the sense thatw e otalkeng aboutWCVS &5 to6r20 therewas a
two year period 72@o 674, that 1 worked for Illinois News Network.

Now, | want to get into thabut lets get back to when you were just working
as thenews directarDo you recall anythingn terms of Springfieldhews or
state news?

Irecallthaé when | say westat hodigede did aiways goa  t
over, whenever the governor held a news conference., Nothose dayghe

governor didndédt hold a news conference
So letésset this ~ Weaadkingeabout Ogiie?
No, wedre talking about Otto Kerner.

Okay, back to Otto Kerner.

Ogilvie was elected i68.

Sa you were still doing saq it would be partly Otto Kerner, partly Qge?
Oqilvie, yeah.

Yeah, okay.

Kerner was governor when | came to town.

Okay.

It seemed to mmaybe he scheduled a news conferengybe once a month.
In the locaé you would send somebody or you would go?

| would go.

Okay.

Iwouldggbut Kernerd6s news confer,mthate s
reporters were invited into his offickterally his office on the second floor

At thatstate houseyeah.

32

he

was



Rich Bradley Interview # ISPA-L-2011-057

Bradley: But, no cameras or microphones were allowed in there. | could,duutrall |
hadwag and t had 6s wher e

Reynolds: Di dndét worry about being misquoted, hu

Bradley: (laugh) The news conference was run that,vaag the print people at the
state hous® the biggiesthe Tribung sometimesThe Americanandthewire
servicesAP and UP® controlled, ran things, controlled tiSateHouse
media.

Reynolds: Soy o u 0 r e judtreportng oidf

Bradley: Well, but broadcasters got a crack at Kerner becaidies that new
conference in his officghen he would step outside in the hallwaytside his
office, to accommodate televisipwhere they had the lights and the camera
and everything all set up and the radio géysd we would redo the news
conference to capturefor radio on tapgfor TV on film in those days. But
alsq his press secretary was a guy by the name of @halt®pulous), who in
1974 hired me. By that timbe was at Sangamon Stéithiversity, later
renamed UIS, U of | at Springfield

But anyway Chris was a former UPI reporter who became press
secretary to Otto Kerngand if Kerner tripped over his tongue in the initial
news conferengehere was no time for the governor to step outside and face
the cameras and microphones, Sbris was goodhiat way in that it was a

measure of protectiot least Kernerif he fluffed wa s n 6 t oromtapé i | m
fluffing. If he was okay in the print pathen he would come out and do TV
and radio. Thatodés how Otto Kerner cond

Now Kerner left office half way through his last year because he was
appointed to thé&deral benchoy Lyndon JohnsorCourtof Appealsn
Chicago. Sam Shapiro wageutenaniGovernor he became @vernor.Now,
Sam Shapiro was the firGpvernor to hold one newonference every week
in themansion And radio and TV was allowed ,iwith the print reporters
and they set up inda

Reynolds:  How often was Kerner doing it?
Bradley: Once a month.
Reynolds:  Once a month.

Bradley: Sometimesless. It was really kind afare when Kerner held a news
conference. I dondt remember how he <co
Shapiro then opened it up for radio, TV and prtitdoingat one time. He
startedout holding it in themansion
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That 6s one of t healothboutmgysdaysdtat |
WCVS. There was a big murder crime that | recall. Two people murdered,
beheaded. Found their bodies out on Spaul@radhard Road.

Thisislatec 6,@aar | § 670s
Would have beerb7.
Yeah.

It was weird | remember Aprilo f  @h@rvthat happened. It wasather

grisly kind of a thing. Never got to see the crime scene. None of the media
was allowed to go to the crime scehat, later, | saw photographs in the
coroner 6s of fi acwdoffthE armsy 16gd offlthese kodies eCohe
bodyd

Sounds like a mob thinglmost.

No, some weird guy. They caught lém
Oh, they did catch hirp

é later that day.

Wow.

Convicted hewent off to seve time in prison. He may even have died in
prison. The death penalty wagint forceat that time. Butyou know just
some occasional stories like that

Any big corruption cases that came, egther i Ocourse Otto Kerner
obviously, got himself in trouble.

Later, after he lefd
Yeah.

é o f fas@oeernor. Although he got into trouble over some of his dealings
with personal wealthat the time he waGovernor. Jim Thompson prosecuted

him. That was at a time when thas aFederalAppealsCourt Judgein

Chicago and convicted and removed from the bench and sent off to prison.

Well, we 6 | | try to talk more in detail

later on if we continueto dothe intervievd
But the years | spentat

Were there any local corruption things with mayors or you ihow
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Bradley: There was ondecause Bill Miller was the investigative repoierthat,and
he won arEdward R. Murrow Awardor investigative reporting-ad todo
with the newCounty Building at that timewhich opened in 168.

Reynolds:  Which is now theCity Hall, that building?

Bradley: City Hall East That was th€ountyBuilding, the new ongat the time[lt]
Had to do with kickbacks on new furniture foat building. Goshh c an 6t
remember the specifids

Reynolds:  Sounds pretty mild noyafte® (laugh)

Bradley: Yeah (laugh)Butl 6 m t r y i n g¢ Tthoewasamo#ice supply owner
and oné

Reynolds:  Politically connected?
Bradley: Apparently.
Reynolds:  Yeah.

Bradley: € gotindictedl candét remember i f iltd dwahsa vae ctool
go back and review that. But anywdyat was the only governmental scandal
locally, that | remember.

Reynolds:  Now, | know Ben talked a lot about this u t rewatkifg probably the early
0 7 ,@hsse radio networks started to appear.

Bradley: Statewide radio

Reynolds:  Could you lay that out for @&WVhatwent on with thatand what was the
motivation for tha® Really, | guess Springfield was kind of a leader that?

Bradley: Bill Miller was the father of that. | mentioned earlibe left WTAX in 1967
to put together an organization caltbe Capital Information Bureau, CIB
whichwag | think, thefinancing behind that was an advertising agency in
town at the time called S.P. Wright Advertisingdd it was a onéorse kind
of an operatiopwhere he covered state government sta¢e housand the
legislature and then reported on thamd sold that service to commercial radio
stations around the state, butkisive inamarket. If you take a market like
well,| et 6 s s,doyexdnple. Bdcatymt that timehad two or three
stationsWSOY bought theCapital Informationservice,and the other stations
were out in the cold.

Reynolds:  They had aomeup o everybodyelse

Bradley: WSOY had exclusiveaccessnd t hat 6s the way it was
Chicago and St. Louignly one station got the service out of Springfield. It
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was a marketable service, attractive senbegause none of the commercial
radio stations in the statat thattime, were providing any kind of meaningful
coverage of state government. Rajtieey relied upon wire service coverage
the AP or UPI.

Why do you supposelp to that pointnobody was much interested in wha

went on in state governmewt what was it about that period that caused

people to want to do that? Was there anything, a particular story that prompted
it, or was it maybe the politicians were more than willing, tkind of, feed

into it?

You know, |

honestly

dono6t

dChriew how

It just became a profitable thing to do. A guy like MiJlbe saw this as a
potentialandjustd

Rather I think, it was some people at this advertising ageScy. Wright
Advertising Agency who

Thoug

h t

it od

be

|l ucrati ve.

t

0]

€ ma y kaw the potential for thésecause this was an ad agency that had

A

clientsl 6 m as,aumhaoaggh |

donot

know

Their clients probably were radio statipaad sgthis is a way té

Advertisers, yeah.

fo

€ enhance the content of the radio stations that they were advertising on.

Yep. Thatcould very well be what was going on. They put together the
organizationthen hired Bill Miller, or enticed Bill Miller ,b e c a u s e

at

WT A X

S i

nce

1949

and

.had

ma d e

It was probably a pretty risky deal to try that, do you thatkhe tim&

It hi
state

Well, if they were dealing business with all these radio stations maybe they

n k

probably

had a sense thatou knowé

Donot

It

was .

answ

r sur

hebd b

a

donot

h o |, dut linsvea tsemse that ICIB operated at a loss.

The early years.

In the early year .

Advertising. As a matter of fait

They
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So, they were part of the corporate entity of the advertising firm?

Yeah.

Oh, okay.

S. P. Wright Advertising Agency owned Capiloformation Bureapand they

hired Bill Miller to rum

That 6s

an
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i nt e rwhenyourthink abdut itnag adivedtisingn e w s
company running a news bureau.

But, they took a very much hands off attitude when it came to conéent. |
|l Mol prétstynmeghi $uyr

surethatwak n o wi
woul dnot

Mi |

| er

thought thaé

ng Bi

It wasproduct placement (laugh).

Yeah

tiat his hands would be tifidbm a contenth e

have

done

it

any

woul dnot

that job.Well, that was in 196,7and before long CIB began to distinguish
itself and make itself because tBegh goshl
Bill had by that timaakingthe CIB servic@

Both davnstate and in the Chicago area?

donodt

ot her

have

know how ma

Oh, yeah And in themetroeastand | 6 m p r gKMOXin St lLouid

Would the Chicago stationke WGN and WLSwould they cover

statewid@

WGN had a TV statiorand they had a guy by timame ofSteveSchickel

who came down to cover for WGHIevision. They used to do all his stuff on

film, and thenthey would put the canister of film on the train or a plane going
t head got th
to be done by 1:30 or.@in order to get the film up there to developed

t o

and®

Mei gs

Field.

To make the evening news, yeah.

SteveSchickeldid the TV, but, while he was herde also did some reporting

That 6s

how

for WGN. Sq in Chicaggo WGN had the onlyive, on-the-scene coverage.
Then in 8, WBBM went all newsand theypretty soonfollowed along by

bringing a guy to Springfieldy the name ofAlan CraneHe used tao

weather on Channel 2D n68, they hiredAlan Crane Eventually, | think,
Alan ended up living in Springfield and covered ttate houséor WBBM.

But,] 6 m

37

t r yi nginthesububatrer vas one stadion



Rich Bradley

Reynolds:

Bradley:
Reynolds:
Bradley:
Reynolds:

Bradley:

Reynolds:
Bradley:
Reynolds:
Bradley:
Reynolds:

Bradley:

Reynolds:

Bradley:

Reynolds:

Bradley:
Reynolds:

Bradley:

Interview # ISPA-L-2011-057

So how werelike, the other stations in Chicago doing their news? They

would justtend to,maybe have a newguy, a news directgrand one reporter

who would® kind of like the model yoé

Yeah,

youdd

Sot hat 6és a

us

bi g

e

Jtl thiek, uveierde Bsdrlvivad .|

Yeah.At the time Bud Miller, no relatiod®

Big contractor

€ w a the news director. WL®astop forty. They had a guy by the name of
Lyle Dean Bud Miller. They had whole cadre of news people that were just

doing onthe-air stuff at twentyfive. And part of the ABCnetworknewscast

at fifty-five was a couple of minutes of WLS News. It was all done wire copy
and rewrite stuff that thewereusing andthenB i | |

Mi

Letés get back to the creation of these netwoBk®.

There was only two.

You became paof the lllinois News Network.

| became the oratporiginator, the founder. A guy by the nano&d

How did that happen?

er 6s

A guy by the name of Raghipps who at one time waState Fair Manage |
think, was a part of S. RVright Advertising Agency that launched G3B

So he came out of advertising also?

Yeah aéd launched CIB. 6 miingtto remember What Phipps

recognized was thagstablishing CIB and operating for five yeaneated a
demand for another aapeting service. Sthed

Because every town haahaybe a couple radio stationand sothey were
getting out scooped by tée

Exactly.

€ and sothey wanted to ke&p

At least they had a voice of a person in Springfeeldering state government.
So, t created a demandot only a marketor another service. Phipgd 6 m

not sure about the finances. | thifdob Lubin was the money behind the
establishment of the Illinois News Netwotlubin was a part of Barkdrubin

which owned
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€ construction lumber company here in tquhthe time.

Big developer.

Yes. Phipps approached me to come and dpahisit was more money. |
think | was at WCVS at theme, not making a whole lot of money, barely
cracking ten grand a year. He offered me a job that started at fquidieea

year, whichd

Our ki

ds

w e [ldught hi nk

t hat 6s

Oh yeah which was significantly more than ten thousand dall&cs|
jumped at the chance. | left CJ®/CVS] in May of 672. The first few

month® | N Nilingis News Network, we set up in the SNicholas Hotel

on the second flopandbought equipment, customized some of the

equipmenta n d

| & m begi ntacidn g

Sao you were there at the very beginning.

At the very beginning, yeah.

t o

| mean youwereeven orderingsetting up equipment aéd

mak e

c

on

And Phippsthen wasselling to the stations. | think we went on the air in the
fall of 6 Z with, ma y b e

a

October ofér4. It was two yearfs

Was your role primarily as a reportéten to pick up find the stories and

report on them?

dozen

Yep, | went over to th&tateHouseevery day.

st at i ®usanyway,
| ran lllinois News Network from 1972 until | went out to thaversity in

So you were almost like StateHouse reporter back then.

Well, yeah, | really wasBut, unlike Miller, | createda network of stringers to

canot

reporters, news directors at other stations in the state to contribute stories to
the lllinois News Networksothat the feed that | did in the afternoon and

early in the morning frequently would include reports from downshaten

Chicago, Western lllinojsEastern lllinoid

Thiswasthe beginning the model @fhatyou did out atheuniversity.

Yeah,

r eal

y

It
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Did you have a business manager? Or did you have to doéll the

No, Phipps did it all. He was the sales and business manager, yeatheNow
made arrangements with somebody to handle the accountingndHefidid
all the management and sales.

How profitable werethé¥You say t he Capitol NetworKk
very well for several year®id you guys start making money right away?

No, I dondt think |1 | onayonaksg fobadateon Net wo r
after two years. It eventually went be
remember when that was. | know thahen I left a guy | hachiredat WCVS

came in to take it over for a short period of time.

Didyousensethat he busi ness model wasndét goin
No.
You didndét have any sense of éthat? You

Oh no, no, no. | left because | missed live radio. Everything | was doing at
INN was not live. It wad

Feel like a technician more than anything e¥ssu wered

Technicianbut Ié Yeah all of the stuff that | did from my coverage at the
StateHousewas recorded. | recorded reports, but | also just added excerpts
which were included as a pafteach of the feedsorning and afternoon. It
was money and the desire to get back into live radio, Byuthat timel 6 d
begun to hear about public radidvad begun to hear aboNPR

Well, we 6 | |
job out at theuniversity. Sopwe 0 r e
started workindor thent?

mo V. &ust ona lasb quastiom e we move into your
t al OI7MHg7whshvieenywa r |y

Yes.

What was kind of the lay of the land in media at that pairterms of radio

and television and print?dd radio sort of moved up to a same status with TV
and print or was print still kingor what was kind of.Wheredid you kind of

fitin in radio in sort of the landscape of reportingt ogspecially state issues?

| think wire service and print wasill king at that timé
And you were feeding off thgprimarily? Stories angl

Y e a hand téevisionchannel0, channell7 andchannel3 covered the
StateHouseon behalf of their statioids
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They atually had reporters aggied.

Yeah They would come from the studios over and cover and leave and then

go

back.

That 6s

t he

way

WGN

television station that regularly covered Springfiddecauseschickelwas

down here all week longdfe lived down here.

The other station8BM, MAQ, WLS-TV would come down to Springfield
on rare occasions, usually tlasttwo or three days of the session. They

would come down, make a lot of noise and elbow their way around and push

and shove and createwckus. Everybody down here would piss and moan
aboutthe Chicago mediaBut, & that time | would say thatbecaus®f CIB
and INN radio statewide had kind of raised its visibilityerms of coverage
offeredof state government and the legislature

| think that radio almost wasmore people were listening to radio than

watching TV at that pointnaybe. | meart h e

become very popular

Yeah, andti

wasnot

real ly
that changedwhereyou have twentfour houg

ni ghtly

u n t lithink, tGalNmaybe e n t

news o6

People started then using TV instead of radio. Radio was the sour¥eo u 6 d

have the radio on at your work or in your.car

Ther eds

bec

ause

a
I

| ot

édonot

Show your bias toward radio?

about

want

whatcaBfMhetei d i n

t o

(laugh) Well, yeahbecaused, think most of what TV did was for show. |

di d

They were lookindor the most outlandish, the salacious, almost a tabloid sort

not

of approach.

have a

sense

t hatod

it

wa s

Yeah | think the Chicagstations weré Even locally channel3 was the only
stationthathad a person who lived in Springfield and covered the legislature.
i t l§ soresttcan jusehbnneB. Channel 3 was owned by Midwest
Television which also owned¢hanneB1 in PeoriaWMBD-TV and WMBD

And

radio. The Midwest correspondent served both those TV stations and the one
radio stationSog

But theywere lllinoisowners?

Yeah

Rather than national?
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Exactly. Althoughthey didowné

Midwest owned other stations in other states

AM-FM TV operation in San Diega think. But, yeah, i was just AMFM
TV, Peoriaand thenjust TV in Champaign. But stjll think, print led the
way, followed by radio and theisome TV.

Was it almost like what many people call thew York Timesode| now,

where people read tidew York Times n d

t hat 6s

covemlge of the news? The print sort of led in that regard?

what

And | think it was themaybe the Tribuneplayed amajorrole, although

t hereds

There were five papers up there? There were going airtiet American,

a

n e vVChigagoAmericaé al | e d

Chicago Today, Sun Tinmees

Sun Times

Tribuneand theDefendey | guesswould also bé

Yeah.Simeone Mosbyvas with theChicago Befenderwhich wasthe black
newspaper.

Right.

t he

| still think print and wire service were leading the way at that time.

But theTribunewas the dominant

Yeah, but | think radio was beginning to come into its own.

Generating their own sort of stories and covering them.

Becauseby that time | think [W] TAX, [W]MAY, and [W]CVS were
beginning to send reporters to tBateHouseon occasion.

dri ves

Did the St. Louis area have much of an impact? Were they active in covering
StateHousestuff at that point, stories?

Less frgguent than commerci@&0Osin Chicago. But they would
occasionally, KMOX especialéy well, KSD too.

Because later gmemember when | was in state governmdrdse St. Louis

papers almost did a better job sometimes.

Well now the paperd?ost Dispatctandthe Democraé there were two St.

Louis papers that hddll-time bureaus in Springfield.he Post Dispatch
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Reynolds: Evenbythed 7D s
Bradley: Yes.
Reynolds:  Yeah.

Bradley: € Post DispatctandGlobe DemocratThe Post Dispatclstill hasa full-time
reporter in Springfieldkevin McDermottl donét &now i f you

Reynolds: | haverun into him over the yeargeah

Bradley: But, in terms of TV once in a great while they would come. All those stations
would always show up whenever the govenmade a speech to a joint
session of thgeneral assemblyhich was thestateof thestate address

Reynolds:  And the budget.
Bradley: Excuse meand the budget message.

Reynolds:  We kind of talked about t@any other reporters you can think of duringtth
period that stand ouor characters or stories about guys?

Bradley: Character?

Reynolds:  Because we know the reporters are characters, | mean. Had you run into
Charie Wheeler by that pointvho was working for th& Washe atthe Sun
Timesby then?

Bradley: Charle came about the timedtConstitutionalConventionstarted umnd was
going oré

Reynolds:  Seventy.

Bradley: € w a going on.

Reynolds:  Did you have to cover that extensively?

Bradley: No.

Reynolds:  No?

Bradley: That was in thé@ 6 ,0nghe lae6 6 .INs, that was at a time whén
Reynolds:  Miller was a big guy on that.

Bradley: Yeah, yeahThatwas ire | 6 m s[W]CVSlat tle timeBut, the local
commercial stations were focused on ambulance, fire truck chasing, local
news covering theCountyBuilding, coveringCity Hall, covering the city
council was the mayor and five commissioners in those. daygist rare
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occasions was there any expectation on the part of management that a
reporter or maybe the news directavould go to thestate houséo cover

somethingAndjust di dndot have the horses to c
ConstitutionalConvention | was naive at the timgquite frankly, because |

didndét fully compr ehend oonstitutiondler st and
convention

Andyou di dndét get to toheonwasovewor k unt il

Il n .072

Yeah, yeah.

| didndét r eal |,porbecere adquaintédrwihvnimQuihtialr | i e
went out to Sangamon Stasad we put WSSR on the air.

He was at theniversity by then?

Pardon me.

Was he at thaniversity by then?

No, he di d®t come until

Oh, much later.

So, e was working

Sa you had a relationship with him as a reporter?

Yes, because | would invite him to comeS®tate Week in Review He di dnot
come on very often because Charlie worked hard as a refutehe

became an expert, wakspected by all media in tistateHouseas

knowledgeable about the budgetarggess. Charlie would always come on

State Week in Reviem the first program we haafter the budget address.

And we would talk about the ins and outs of the budget and where we needed

to look foré

Yeah.l wanted to talk about the shppomapp e we 6 | | h,edydu of f o

can talk generally about the show. Okay.

Sure.But, in terms of characters when | was still at WGW&re was a guy
by the name of DiclShaughnessgt WMAY. When | first came to towra
character by the name ofdvty Wright had initially been at WMAY years
before | camgbut was working at WCVS as the afternoon news guayg then
did a disc jockey shift on Sunday nights, seven to midnight. He was a
character. Those were the only two characters |
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Some ofthose guyshatwrote political columné well, you weretalking
about Gene Callahan befoa s n 6t t here a guy that
State Journal Registéhat got into some weird stuff and became a big story? |
canot r MayeinmaeAl Mannng or somebody like that?

Well, Al Manning was a columnist. Jerry Owens was a columnist.
Jerry Owengright.

Gene Callahan had a column call@allagrams Do you mean somebody that
got into somé

Kelly somebody?

Kelly Smith, he was the Channel 2geal®

Kelly Smith. He wasndét a newspaper
thinking of.

Some porno tapefaugh)

(laugh) Okay, well thatods prButblddbl| vy

remember that because | was in town for that.
Some of thos®

But, ome of those columnist guys wérdad kind of wild reputations
We r etme@?t

Well, if they did, that must have been before my tiseen in Springfiad. |
know Callahan was writing the column when | came to town. Then there
wasd

Thatwas like a big deal foryoutoreada s ndét it ?

Oh, yeah. | read Callahan. | readolumnby Jerry Owens and thén
Jerry Owensranformayati dndét he?
Yeah.

Yeah.

By that time he had left the papand,| think, was working for state
government.

| think he was on the school board too, maybe?
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He did serve on the school board. He was elected tteomethat | recall. Al
Manning was a columnist and reportete] Left the paper to go into state
governmenandwent to work for thattorney generah Chicago, | think
initially.

Publicinformation officerswhich is always been a track fo¥ and print
guys to get a job in state governmdrdcausé always paid more.

Callahan leftof courseto go work for AenDixon, when Dixon was in state
office and later in the U. S. Senalater,he got wrapped up in basebgHie]
Retired now, back to SpringfieldKelly Smith, yeah (laugh)

| dondédt know why that stands out i n my

Well, he turned up on some porno tapes that had been put in thgaubkge.
Some of the garbage guys came acrossahesand

What are the chances of that?

And some of those tapes were duplicated and circulated. That was in a day
when none of that would have made its way on the air. Byttbeyumor

millé because the rumor wasu know that he vas hung like a stud horse
and demonstrated it on these tapes. (laugh)

(laugh) Oh, boy.

But Kelly late

My fault, | brought it up.

(laugh) Heds wuplthinhn Mi |l waukee now
Is he really?

Yeah, youwoughtto call him down here (laugh) améve him desome oral
history.

Put those tapes in the archive here at the Museum, huh?v@#bietts get to
theuniversity. Soyou were hired iir4d. Nowi t sounds | i ke vy
done this beforeroc e . I 6m as s umi;wya hadtoartderthieo u g
equipmentyou had to set up everythingr wag ?

No, that was not the case. | went out there Octbtstiof 6/4. By that time
theuniversity had already hired Jim Newbanttee chief @gineer who was
the equipment guysSU ftad hired Howard Hillwho had been news director
at WTAX, hired Howard to be a manager of the radio station. The grand
scheme for Sangamon Stadéthat timefor the presidentiRobert Spencer
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wastoputpublici o and public television on
to do.

This was theCONVOCOMthing tod?

Well, it became CONVOCOMB Ut t hat was Bob

public radio and TV as a natural extension ofghblic affairs madatefor
Sangamon Statgniversity. But, there was a kind of a conservative board at
the tim& governing boardhoardof regent® who took a dim view of public
broadcasting because of government money. The funds that \Went to

| guesswe shouldsetthe stage for Sangamon Statethat the community
college system was sap, and Sangamon State and Governors State were to
be the feed agenciethefeed universitied

€ w e rcanceived asapstone universitiegunior-seniorgraduates, yes.
And it was kind of a new concept and a new way looking at things.

It seemed to be a natural sort of thing. Although the ideaafstone

university and bringing students in from the junior college system, community
college system, neverally seemed to work for Sangamon Stathink

Governos State was much more successful at it. Re&iiyhgamon State and
Governos Statetoo, to a lesser degree, became more of a commuter
institutionand®

€ even more of a focus on graduate wirkre
€ graduate work
Undergraduate work.

Night classes offered for career employees in state governimeakample
or other people in Springfield who just wanted to take a course here and there.

Letds go back totte formation of the station. Weantalk about Sangamon
State a little later.

Let me just break in and ask ydww much longer do you think we are going
to go?

What would yodike to (end of recording)

(End of interview #1 #2 contines)
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Interview with Rich Bradley

# ISPA-L-2011057
Interview # 2: Dec. 9, 2011
Interviewer: Chris Reynolds

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other noosommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Reynolds:  Okay, this is the second interview with Rich BradM¥e are going to cover,
primarily, his time at SSU [which later became] UIS and the formation of the
radi o station over there. This is Dece
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in Springfield, lllinois. | am Chris
Reynolds, a volunteer interviewer. Rich, where we left off at the last
interview, you were just beginning to talk about the formation of the radio
station over there. You were working for the radio network and decided to go
to work there. You just began talk about how you got the job and the early
days of the station.

Bradley: |l hadndét really had a | ot of State hou
during my seven years at WCVS. It was only during the two years that | was
at the lllinois News Networkhiat | was first exposed to the State house
environment. So, | had the benefit of those two years at the time Sangamon
State University began work on putting public radio station on the air. | heard
in, somewhere around January of 1974, that Sangamorvw&tsiie the
process of doing all the paperwork, all the federal bureaucracy with the
Federal Communications Commission, to accomplish that. At that time, the
goal of Sangamon State and its first president, Bob Spencer, was to put both a
public radio and ayblic TV station on the air. He saw that as a natural
extension of the public affairs mandate that had been given to Sangamon State
University by the legislature. When [ first heard about that, National Public
Radio was a very new entity. | think it wasrfeed sometime in 1972, and its
premier programAll Things Consideredvent on the air at that time. That
was the only program that they were doing; itwas from 4:00 to 5:30 central
time in the afternoon.

Reynolds:  Their network was pretty small at that pty
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Bradley: It was and hadél dondét know how many s
stations in the very beginning. | know, here in central lllinois, WANM
radio carried NPR andll Things Consideredhen it first went on the air in
1972.

Reynolds: T h athedCGhampaign.

Bradley: That ds on
t

t h
this, I i n

e Champaign campus of the
h k it was in January of 0674
Reynolds:  Just to set the stage: Did they have a big audience over here? Could you pick

it up from here. A lot of pople listen to the Champaign station? Because |

know thatodés al ways been an issue with

Bradley: Yes. The Champaign operation is AM and FM stations, and two radio
stations. Their FM station carried a signal into Springfield, clearly. Becau
they were operating in a hundred thousand watts, they were grandfathered in,
whereas fifty thousand watts, in time, became the maximum power output that
the commission allocated for FM radio stations east of the Mississippi River,
west of the Mississippup to a hundred thousand watts. But, WHEM went
on the air prior to the time the commission established the Mississippi River
as the dividing point between fifty thousand and one hundred thousand.

The AM station on 580 did not get into Springfieldwevell, if at all. That
signal was a directional signal, which went mostly north and south and east,

A

al most over to Indianapolis. Thatos th

Sangamon State had already, | think by the time | heard about this,
made the case to the Fed&Zammunications Commission tidathey had
done a marketing study and all thahat there was funding and an audience
here that would support a neemmercial, educational station, as it was
licensed at Sangamon State University. And the fact that SSUanaatg
good case, | assume, to the commission, that the kind of programming it
would do would be that kind of programming not heard on commercial radio
in the Springfield market.

Reynolds:  Just to further that, did Chicago have a major entity that wasngithe NPR
and maybe even St. Louis, or?

Bradley: You know, | dondt know the answer to €
especially St. Louis. In Chicago, WBEZ, which is the NPR station up there
now, WBEZ was on the air, and that station had been on thjeitera while.
But, at that time, it was owned by the Chicago Board of Education. The
Chicago Public School District owned that station. They were using it, in the
early days, primarily for strictly instructional purposes, to teach over the air.
Butd
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Does it still have that relationship, or is that so long ago, it became
independent of theé

It became independent of that. | think the Chicago School District sold out or
transferred the license to a nprofit community group in Chicago d@htook
over the ownership and the operation of that station.

Not attached to a university or anything like that?

No, no, no. And there are a few public radio stations around the country that
are owned and operated that way, by apaiit, community organization.

But, whether or not WBEZ was carrying any NPR program in those early
day® by early days | mean 1972, up until, at least [when] WSSR went on the
air, in January of 1975. So, | heard about this station, made some calls and
finally found my way to a fellow by the name of D&eizts Do you know

Dale?

Yeah, because, you know, my wife worked at the station in the early days. So,
| know all those guys or met them all.

Dale came here from Wichita. He was origindilyn Alabama, | think,

veryd

Kept his southern drawl, as | remember.

He used to call it LA. He came from LA, lower Alabama. (laugh) Somewhere

around Dothan, Alabama, | think, was his hometown. But, he had already
established a track rea for putting norcommercial public radio and TV

stations on air, building them from scratch. He was in Wichita, Kansas at the

time, if | recall correctly. The university had already hired him. He was
already working. He ca2merteawbyk 078 t
whole paperwork process, because applying for a radio station license, at least

in those days, was a long, bureaucratic process.

Would take several years?

Well, in this case it took two or three years. In satases, it does, particularly

if thereds a challenge. | f somebody ap
somebody else also applies, then that sets into motion a long, bureaucratic

process of holding public hearings and looking at the kind of pragnagn

that the applying entitieséand sometin
Someti mes it was three, four, which re
that some license applications, back in those days, took up to ten years.

They become politidaat all?

know about t h

m sure it di d. | donot
a the pr

| 6
t hat much about wh at we nt on in
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ébefore you got the job.

ébefore | got the job andtDaewasthee o wor K
first guy | talked to, and he confir me
in going into that kind of radio because, at WCVS before | left there, there

was a top forty, rock and roll station. You did a five minute newscast at

twenty-five and at fiftyfive, but, out of the five minutes, usually ninety

seconds was commercial, leaving only about three, three and half minutes of
content time. Near the end of the seven years | was at WCVS, there were just

too many times when | would finishark in a day, and going home with a
feeling that | hadnét really accompl i s

Pl us youdre probably not making a | ot

Well, no, not in those days. | was making maybe $10,000 a year. | was there
from 1965 to 1972.

Late 060s, yeah.

| think, when Ray Phipps came to me, he had the funding, | think, from the
BarkerLubin family in town, at least from Bob Lubin, a member of that
family. He offered me $14smystréngNo, | et
salary at Sangamon State. He offered me, | think, $11,500 to come and put

this Illinois News Network together. And | did that. | went into the state house
environment as a real novice. There was nobody to lead me around. | was on

my own becase, the two years | was at lllinois News Network, | was it.

Just to back up on theél know we donodt
weodve covered a | ot of thihsin But, the
fami |l yéNow, the ot heabout thaonesthatBentwa r k w

associated with, was an advertising agency that put that together.

e

Bill Miller put that together in 18

What was the motivation of Barkéubin? | mean, | can understand their
motivation because they werdlsg) time to radio stations. Why did Barker
Lubin, which was a real estate outfit, why were they interested in radio?

Well, at that time, BarkekLubin was also a lumber company and a
construction company. But , kedbubthondét t hi
family as much as it was money provided by Bob Lubin, who I think was

close friends with Ray Phipps.

So, heés | i ke an investor, and good fr
And he was the principle investor. But, I think ek Ray Phi ppseé

And what was Phippsd background? Did h
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He came out of S.P. Wright Advertising Agency as a salesperson, but he had a
broadcast background. As a matter of fact, | think he had a journalism degree
that hegotten from the University of Missouri, down at Columbia. He got
involved with politics too and, during the Ogilvie administration, he was, |

think, Director of the [lllinois] State Fair for a couple, three years. That was

the background and how | knew hfrom covering him as state fair manager.

At S.P. Wright, when they put CIB, the Capitol Information Bureau, that Bill

Millerd who was news director at WTAX in those daysut together in

196 7. He saw, after a while, inmmat Mi |l |
markets in lllinoi® c o mmer ci al ma r k edtbecausedChB whsa | k i n ¢
sold in multistation markets on an exclusivity basis, So that, whichever

station bought the service, had exclusive rights to it.

| think we covered thisinthelas i nt er vi edw. l 6m sorry ta
Oh, thatés okay.

|l just wanted to pick up a few more f a
pick up: Youdre process of getting tha

| made contact with Dale Ouzts. He confirmed, buthe pagly wer endt at
point yet where they were going to begin hiring of staff, but that they soon
would, around the first of July. He told the

672, weobre talking about?
No, this is 0674.
074.

Dale had already been in tava year and a half or two years at that time, |
think...because, | think Bob Spencer hired him very early on in Sangamon
St ad el s

Remember when the university actually started? Was it the?
1970, | think.
670.

1970 wadhe first class that they graduated or when classes first started. |
think 1970 is identified as the beginning of Sangamon State.

So, wedbre four years into Sangamon St a
When | went to work. But, when they hired D&@ezts, they were only about
t wo, two and half years in. So, very s
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Reynolds:  Early on they decided they wanted to do this.

Bradley: Yes, | think Spencer had that in mind. He came from New England area,
where he wasé

Reynolds: | think it was Vermont or something like that.
Bradley: He served in the legislature up there and then got into higher education. Yeah,
he came from up in that area, and ear|

WGBH, which was a bigé
Reynolds: Was that a Bostoné?
Bradley: Yeah, an FM TV, public TV, operation in Boston.dSo
Reynolds: 1t és big still, big producer of shows

Bradley: Oh yeah, very much so. He liked what he heard there and saw the potential for
an extension of the public affairs mandate that Sanga®tate had, from the
State of lllinois, literally. So, he went to work on that as soon as he got the
university basically grounded, up and running.

Anyway, back to 674. Now, Dale Ouzt
that they just ameafefn6tSa,ealdysttay ddgim
heard enough about n@emmercial public radio and the opportunity it
afforded for indepth reporting and coverage of events, of news. Dr. Spencer
at Sangamon State, saw a need for extending the public affairstsnémnda
include coverage of lllinois State government and politics, the general
assembly, et cetera, et cetera.

So, | stayed in touch, calling almost weekly. (laugh) | think Dale got a little
upset with me. But, in time, it came time for them to advenrtisedb, and |

put in my application. | think a lot of people in town, initially, had a mistaken
impression about what this station was going to be. | think they thought it was
going to be a kind of instructional in nature.

Reynolds:  Kind of like the examie of the Chicago station.

Bradley: Exactly, yeah. | 6m making some assumpt
seemed to be what a lot of people were thinking. Ouzts had convinced me,
early on, that that wasnodt eetorfaud | wh at
ot her applicants, or finalists in the

Reynolds: Di d you ever know who applied? Did you
somebody | ater on and said AOh, | appl

Bradley: | knew of one, maybe two. One was Tétacht who | think, at that time, was

working at channel 20, here in Springfield.
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Reynolds:  Here in Springfield.

Bradley: Yeah. But Tom and | had gone to school down at SIU Carbondale, so | knew
him from that experience and both of us working on our radiaegree at
the same time at SI U Carbondal e. But T

fellow who was principally an ad salesman in town. | think he had some sales
experience, | think, at WTAX. Those are names right now, Chris, that just

dondt come toydmi nd. But anywa
Reynolds: And 1 6m not going to come up with the
Bradley: Yeah. | think that, as | said, the assumption was that this was going to be an

instructional kind of station. Nobody seemed to be interested in applying. But,
as | say, Ouzts had eainced me that he had other plans for this station. So, |
went through the interview process. | spent, | think, the better part of two days
out there interviewing and going around and meéting

Reynolds:  Did you talk to Spencer? Was that part of it?

Bradley: Oh yeah, Spencer and a fellow by the name of Chris Vlahopautashad
been hired as the Vice President of University Relations at Sangamon State.
The other vice president was Thon@ains.

But, ChrisVlahopoulushadbeen press secretary for Otto Kerrend

he is the guy whoél think earlier, 1 e
conferences were conducted in his office, with just pencil and tablet only, no
recording microphones or cameras. I f t

in that part of the news cterence, Chri§/lahopoulus press secretary, would
allow him to come outside his inner office and be interviewed by radio and
TV. Chri s6 b a clkigdRregssnirdernatianatowsring the
State house. Soé

Reynolds:  So, he was at the universityWNMat was hi s position ther

Bradley: He was a vice president of what they called university relations. The radio
station operation was going to be a component of university relations, which
also was the unit that housed the PR arm of this neversiiy and
community outreach. Broadcast services was a segment of university
relations, and, within that, would be the public radio and the public TV
station. That was the original organizational plan.

But, as time went ongcometobe Theatbl i ¢ TV
Board of Regents, governing board, indidate 8 m 7 ttodShngjamon State
that they should drop the idea of a public TV station for the time being and
focus on getting the FM radio station on the air, which is what they did.

Reynolds:  Well, so maybe we can come back there. That was Conydcont hi nk, you
talking about.
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tower
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14, 1 think it was. But, it was a member of the consortium because the other
membersncluded, like, Western lllinois University at Macomb, | think,
Quincy University at Quincy, and Bradley University in Peoria. And, up in the
Quad Cities area, | think, Black Hawk.
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with their tower going down and lost their initial director.
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Well, yes.Convocomwas in the process of, or had purchased, that tower and
transmitter site over there before the ice storm in 1978 brought it down.

Wel | ,

know what
wanted

t hat

t o

they kind of let that go.
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Governor 6s
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probably.

No, that was under the Board of Governors.
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Oh.

Under the Board of Regent#;was Northern lllinois University, lllinois State
and Sangamon State. Those were those three institutions under the Board of

Regent sd umbrella. Under the Board of
universities, I|ikeé

And then there was the Univessibf Illinois.

éli ke Eastern, Westernéeé

| forgot that about that structure.

Yeah, but anyway, they wereé during Ed

that organization and gave Northern and others their own individual boards.

Actually, Il think the SIU was their ow

Edwardsville?
Edwardsville, yeah.

They stood alone because they had a lot of political clout, almost as much as
the University of lllinois.

Theyand the University of Illinois were the only ones that had their own
individual boards, yes.

Anyway, back to the station.

[ '] went through the interview process
most qualified person to do the jdiat Ouzts envisioned. So, | was hired and
went to work on October first, 1974.

Now, at some point, youé And this was,
time we were talking as we got into this, but you were kind of concerned
about getting th@b. And so, you thought you, maybe, had to make some
connections to make sure that suredhatn owi ng 1 I Il i noi s as vy
Well , back in those days, | candét real

was well acquainted with Neil Harig, and | became acquainted with him as
well. I knew that Hartigan was acquainted, and had political ties, with Chris
Vlahopouluswho was the press secretary under Otto Kerner. | remember, on
a couple of occasions, when | mentioned to Neil Hartigan, wasliutenant
governor under Dan Wal ker, thateée

And, of course, ran for governor later.
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éYeah. éthat | was putting in an appl:i
for the job as news director of a new station that Sangamon State wasogoing
put on their air.

Letbébs see, it was Hartiganéat that poi
No, no dhhe wasée

He was the lieutenant governor at that time.

He was lieutenant governor under Walker because Walkerdserder om 067 2t
076.

And he was the attorney general before that.

No, after that.

After that. Okay.

Yes. But, anyway, under Walker he had to find his own way as the lieutenant
governor. But, Hartigan came out of the polic al ar ena of Ri cha
Daley.

Well, Il O0m trying to come up with the n
it was.

The old Mayor Daley.
Yeah, Richard senior, (laugh) the original Mayor Daley.
Right.

So, that was his political background. But he just told me, on two or three

di fferent occasions, he \ahdpalluysifiLook 0 h
you need any help, just | et me know. 0
to me twice. | was awara that offer. | decided that | was going to try that

of fer out, if | needed it. Well, as it
much better about it, after the fact, but | wanted the job bad enough because |
wanted to be able to formulate the pgli had in mind for news coverage and

the philosophy of news coverage that | was prepared to do that, at least take

the guy up on the offer to see if he would be of any help.

Now, during the interviews, pretty much everybody assured you isat#s
what i1tdéds going to be. And your
to do there was going to fit in well with what they had in mind.

i dea a

What Dale had told me was also supported by another fellow. To explain why,
Howard Hill, who had ben news director at WTAX, was already out of
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Sangamon State. In the original formulation, there was going to be a division
of broadcast services, under the university relations division of the university.
Broadcast services was radio and TV, and thereawasstructional TV
component somewhere in there.

But the organization structure was: Dale Ouzts was Director of

Broadcast Services, and then, under him, would be a radio general manager

and a TV general manager. Howard Hill was hired to be the raderge

manager. He was also part of the hiring process because, by that time, they

had already hired the chief engineer, whose name was Jim Newbanks, who

was the chief there for years, until h

Jim came up here, whe he was the assistant chief engineer from the whole
SIU broadcasting establishment down at Carbondale, where they had public
radio and public TV on the @r

Reynolds: Probably, after the time you were a st
necessarily knovim.

Bradley: |l didndét know him from t hdaatl.t hfonudg hl dtohni
know what time, what year, he went to
Jimbs background was, in engineering.

whole operation dwn there.

He came up here because he was interested in building a radio and a
TV station, both from scratch. Wel | , T
hard about whether or not he wanted to stay and decided, finally, to just stay
here and get the FMatton on the air because there was a belief that, after
they successfully got FM on the air, they would go back then and the board of
regents would sign off on pursuing putting a TV station on the air.

| dondt remember now, datthdrd hwaank dudg
conservative segment on the Board of Regents that wafedatal funding,
state funding for public radio and public TV stations.

Reynolds: | wanted to talk about this next, but was there kind of bias against SSU in that
regard, intermsaft s mi ssi on things, oréon the
kind of &

Bradley: | dondtdorecall that

Reynolds: élt was kind of a weak sister to the o
of Regents?

Bradley: That could very wel | thingatal abow then . I di dn
politics of the board of regents. What | do know, came only after | was hired
and went to work at Sangamon State, and that the board of regents, in my
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mind at the time, was just the governing body for Sangamon State, which also
included lllinois State and Northern in that group. There was always a feeling,

in the early days, that, yeah, Sangamon State was a new state university, as

was Governorso State. It was conceive
that could handle a prettygd sized student enroliment, coming out of the
community college system at th-at ti me.
senior graduate institution was conceived of in the legislature here. That goes
back to, I think, Ot tOg wherehe coaceindedof y ear s
putting together the lllinois Board of Higher Education and that

organi zationée

That structure, yeah.
That structure.

Well, | etds go back to theéSo, youbve
chiqkm engineer é

Howard Hill.

And so, you come in, and things are co
the news director.

October first, now, the stations not o
January of 1975. So,dke firs§ October, November,
Decembed those first three months | was there, was sp
formulating and articulating the basic news coverage
philosophy. It was also doing some pretty haodskind of
things, like organizing the news room, making decisions
about wire services, the kind of format that we would have
on the air.

When did the NPR thing? Was it already a done deal by & 3896346t there
or é

Yeah. | mean, it was already known, when | went to work, October first, that
we would k& carryingAll Things Consideredvhich was, at that time, the only
news program that NPR was producing.

So, you guys had already signed on with NPR at that point. They were a
growing network, so they were looking for people to sign on. Theranwas
competition to get that. Although, was

Oh, no. Not in Springfield, no.

ewas t he Uthanafplksicompaerned about you guys being the, you
know, so close to them orébecause they
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Bradley: Well, their AM station was, not the FM station. And, since the AM station
didnét really come west very much past
donodot think, much concern on the part

there about any competition for NPR. Their Fldt&tn, which did put a signal
in here, was just all classical music at the time. And so, the@ was

Reynolds:  Twenty or, not twentfour hours a day, but certainly, all th&ir
Bradley: Well, I think they were on the air twenfgur hours a day on 90.9 FM.
Reynolds:  They let students on the station over there?

Bradley: No, no, no. See, that was the difference between the broadcast operation at the
University of lllinois and the broadcast operation at Southern lllinois
University, where | had gone to get mggilee. Down there, it was students
operating handsn. But at WILL, they had hired a full time, professional staff
to run the radio station and operate it, and to run the TV station and operate it.

Reynolds:  Was there any discussion, here at Sangamon, @tadet an AM, or it was
always just an FM?

Bradley: Always just an FM, although, at some point in time after | went to work there,
| heard that Ouzts might have been poking around and looking at the
possibility of an AM station, but 1 ju

Reynolds:  This was kind of the golden era of FM, though, as it is all of us that recall that
were in college during the | ate 660s,
and would play alternative music and all that kind of thing.

Bradley: The room thawas my office at Sangamon State, or in the Building L, which
is where the radio stationistoday t 6s no | ongedbutcal | ed B
that s what it was back in those days.

located. As a matter of fact, that single stouylding had extra head room in

the top because they had already assumed, when that building was built, that
TV would come along. So, they needed the extra height to handle studios for a
TV statiord

Reynolds: Thepref ab bui |l di ng t haoutthevkeu 6ve al ways be

Bradley: Yeah. €t hen enough room up here for 1
goes into putting a TV studio together
how that works. But, anyway, | was focused, in October, November and
December of 974, of getting the news department put together and getting
ready to start broadcasting news as soon as the station went on the air. As a
matter of fact, a live newscast that | anchored, was the first live thing done on
the station, when it went on the & January of 1975.

Reynolds:  You started out early in the morning?
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Bradley: No, no, no. We went on the air at noon
Reynolds: At noon!

Bradley: éon that day, on January t hifourdour The st
operation. We started out opéing, | think, at seven. We went on the air at
7:00 a.m. and then, went off the air at 9:00 in the evening, maybe, in the early
days. I woul dé

Reynolds:  Well, later on, you would let the students have it late at night. | know because
| went out with a rommate to do some of his shows and things, | think, at
midnight, maybe, or something like, you would let the students do shows.

Bradley: Yeah,EastSideBeat t hi nk it was <call ed. Not on
Reynolds:  People from the community?

€ peopl ¢he dommoumty. They had to go through a screening process. |

know, Howard Hill who was the radio station manager, set up a screening
process. He didndét all ow just anybody
for volunteers, whether from the campusidgints, or from the community.

See, at that time, Sangamon State was a fg@nior institution, and its

average age of the student was late twenties, around thirty, because it was a
very much commuter set up. The populated classes were at night. Erere w
very, very few students who actually went to class during the day at
Sangamon State.

Reynolds:  Now, NPR was just this show that they did, and that was pretty much it. You

werenodt getting national news feed fro
Bradley: No, no justée
Reynolds: Okay. So, wedl | come back to NPR | ater
evolved. Since youbve already talked a

just kind of move on. Before you got the job, what was your impression of the
university? We talked a littl bit about you were on board with the public

mi ssion, and thatés what made this pos
their reputation was an interesting one. They had recruited a lot of these

radical professors to teach there. The community, | thials a little wary of

Sangamon State. Did you have that sense, or did it ever really affect the radio
station, anyway?

Bradley: It never really affected the radio station; although, | had a sense that the
community was suspicious. Dale was very carefule&n, he was aware of
the kind of faculty that was beginning to be hired to provide the instruction for
the university. Howard Hill, who was a good friend of mine, was hired to
become the station manager. So, it was clear to me that there was no way the
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mean, that was a problem of enough for us working there in the later years,
when NPR began expanding its program offering, news offering. Early on,
NPR got tagged with this libdrdeft wing bias. There may have been some
credence to it.
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Sure. They tried because they felt like, if we were going to allow community
members on the air to host music shows, that thatapening the door to
them to do things other than music. But, Dale Ouzts and Howard Hill

t hat
create a lot of friction on the campus.

control

|l ed

and

wer e

very

Yeah, because, as | recall, R8&olsky his famous technique was gorilla
theater. But he also was a big music guy. | believe he was sort of an expert on

blues music.

If I recall right, he did host some of those late night music shows in the early

daysé

That would makeense.

éof

t he

radi o

st at i onEastBiderBat Thatwiasiag t o
weekend program, | think, that the station produced, with the help of

volunteers and community members from the east side of Springfield,
African-Americans, pmarily.

Do you remember who some of the early disc jockeys were in that east side?

GeorgeRo | | ar d é

Oh, George. | worked with George.

Erskine Route

Yeah.

Wasnot
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Ah, Blanta Yes.
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Like | said, | sat in on a roommate who did it.

The music offering was very, very eclectic ardlly was pretty much tied to
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the individual, musical taste of the particular host. There was a broad offering
of musical types on the station in those early days.

Do you think sort of the image of the university hurt the radio station? Or in
you

tho s e

No.

ear |

y

days,

It

di

dnot

put

of f

You always got the sense that the community thought it was, like, those crazy
radicals out there at SSU, sort of thing.

| think, in the beginning, that leading membefshe community suspected
that would be the case. But, | think, from the time we went on the air, we were

successful, | think, in time, in convincing the community that was really not

the case.

ASs

the community here. | mean, carrying NPR programming, and therefore,

NPR

evol ved,

it

certaigtwdoyin di dnot

becoming one of the horses that the saddle of liberal bias was strapped on us,
and we had to deal with. The only way we could, at that time, counter it, was

t hr ough éy eputkonds aut thens and tried to establish our news

programming.

| tried very hard, really, to play it right down the middle, down the middle as
much as you reasonably could expect, understanding full well that you talk a
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|l ot about beiragglltaking abouttpeopleeand théio awd
individual biases that may have been-letining or righileaning.

Did any of that affect your ability to raise funds in the community? Because, |

know, youdve al ways haidstatiam. r ai se funds
But in the very, very wear |l-grfuddy s, Chr i
drives. Il think the firstéeé

So, you were funded through the university, primarily? You were part of the
budget?

Yeah, we were apartof Sangam St at eds budget. Well |,
even today, still is. The majority of its funding, at that time, came from the
university. That was pretty much the case as long as Bob Spencer was

president because he believed in putting money into the opetatiet it up

and running and on the air and to sustain its operational costs.

And then, because WSSR went on the air as a CPB qualified 8tation

corporation for public broadcastidgequired, as a condition of federal

funding, that you hire five fultime employees, and then you operate

seventeen, eighteen hours a day, seven days a week.

And you had federal funding for that.

That kicked you into the federal funds made available by the Corporation for

Public Broadcasting. That was théet component.

Just to run that one show and be part of the network in the early days?

Yeah.

Interesting.

Well, they also provided some funding for hardware, as it were, not just
programming.

Could you get mants to do local programming, or local programming was just
part of their grant, oré?

This was a grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, which doled

out federal funds that came from congressional appropriations, doled out to
publicrali o and TV stations, nationall y. I
just a grant given to the stations to

To help grow the system, primarily?
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Yeah. I n the case of the rPadarilpg st ati on
because | wasnét really involved in th
sad to say, at the time, | really wasn

As long as you get your paycheck. (laugh)

Well, that, and money to run the news departmergasofor the United Press

Il nternational wire machine, to pay for
that these two teletypes, setting in the newsroom, were running and cranking

out all this news.

Did you have staff to begin with, or was itjy®u for a while?
Just me.
How | ong beforeé

A couple, three months, and then Peggy Boyer came aboard, initially as a
volunteer, andé

Was she a student at the time, or this was &ifuld

No,she alreadyhal bachel or and mastero6s degr ec
of | over at Champaign. Peggy, at that time, was doing a lot of freelance

reporting, magazine style reporting and writing.

Which is what sheés involved in now, i
Shedisr erde,t now, but sheé

She went on tdllinoisIssues di dn ot she?

Right, well but, there were two stints at the public radio station, in between,
and she was out in Seattle doing some community organizing for a period of
time, during thatime.

Just to put it into context, when ditinois Issuesnagazineget started?
The same year as the radio stadion

Okay. So, that magazine started at the same time.

Yeah. she

But wasnot thoseeadyldaye d i n t he n

Anot her entity thatodés well known at SS
primary race with Dan Walker. They recruited him to come out and start a
public affairs reporting program.
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A master 6s pr ogr a mauliestaplishesthapat Rahgancon a f f a i
State and ran it for two years before

Whi ch would have been 0670, probably be
before the radio station?

Oh, yeah. 1 6m trying to t hirOgilgie. He was
Yes.

And he ran and was defeated by Wal ker

Uh huh.
Yeah, March of 672. Thatdés when he wen
t hat masterd6s program in public affair

That was well up and running by the time you started the radio station.

It was. As a matter of fact, my first
key feature of that master 6s -pmeogr am:
internship in lhe State house, with a news bureau down there that maintained a
full-time bureau. That was the essence of the internship, January to July 1, six
months fulltime, handson. My first exposure to that was when | was at the

lllinois News Network. | think | pdicipated two years there, with an intern

from the PAR program, which gave me an extra hand when | was at the

lllinois News Network because | was the only guy there, and | had a PAR
intern from January through June, two

Do you remember whthose two interns were, or is that going to be to hard to
remember? People that went oné

Jaclo
Well, maybe it will come to you later on.

Jack Beary (Bear-y) was the first one. Maybe tt
and Jack Bearlgecause, later, he ended working in government in the

Chicago area. With the public affairs reporting internship program, here was

one sideéat the radio station, every y
interns that we hosted, every year for the yHiste years that | was there. So,
youdre talkingé

You always had two.

Not always. Nominally, it was one, but there were years when, for example,
Bill Miller had enough students that he could place a second intern at WSSR,
WSSU.
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And Bill Mi Il er, after Paul Simon | eft
Yes.
That 6s not the same Bill Mi Il | er t hat d

CIB, yes.
Oh, okay. So, he came out to Sangamon State.

His career was news director at WTAX, 1949 t671,9vhere he left to go to
work for S. P. Wright Advertising Agency, created CIB Capital Information
Bureau, which he ran until Paul Simon was elected to congress and took over

theé As matter of fact, Bil |l Mi Il er an
1974 about the same ti me. Bi | | went to
So, Simon really wasnodot there very | on
t hen. Di dnot he?

No, the house from southern lllinois.
Oh, did he start out for theohse?

He established residence in Makanda and ran for congress down there. | think
it was Kenny Graybs seat, in those day
So, Bill Miller was at SSU when you were there and was running Paul

Si monbés progr am.

Exactly. He went ot there as the director of the program. | went as news
director. We had been competitors in local radio and in statewide audio news
service, and then came together out there at Sangamon State. As a matter of
fact, when | create8tate Week in Review weskly program still on the air

out there, | invited Bill to be one of the regular, recurring membeaié

Week in Review.

Well, | want to go back and talk abdbtate Week in Revie®But , | et 6s se
want to talk about your formation of tipeiblic radio network and also the
Statehouse Bureau, which you created o
those two.

The Statehouse Bureau was created, and Peggy Boyer, who worked there as a
volunteer, became the bureau chief, on strictlplanteer basis until we

generated enough funds to hire her, initially, as atiral person, and, |

think, then later, as a futime person. | think she became a-firthe

empl oyeeéoh, maybe 1976.

Okay. So, two yearséafter youbd been t
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Bradley: Well, about a year and a half, actually.
Reynolds: Yeah. éyou moved to set up the bureau

Bradley: Our first PAR intern at WSSR was a fellow by the name of Frank Akers who
later became general manager of the public radio statiotJaE@kardsville
and, I beli eve, I's still there today.
individual s, back inébut, we establish
first year of operation, 1975. | would run down there on some days and cover
things goingon at the State house. Since we were interested in doing a full
time operation down there, the Legislative Correspondence Association,
which is a group of all the media people who kind of ran and organized and
policed themselves, as it were, we had to nagk@ication to that organization
to approve what we wanted to do. And they did. So, we set up our first bureau,
which was nothing more than a couple of recorders, a microphone, a
telephone, typewriters and a broadcast loop. In other words, a speciil circu
that lllinois Bell Telephone, in those days, created, a designated circuit that
went out to the main station. That was an open and live line all the time, so
that we could broadcast live from down there or feed news reports from down
there.

Reynolds:  Now, was that pretty unique for a public radio station to do that, or was there a
model for that somewhere els&éor

Bradley: May have been. |1 donot recall that tha
Reynolds:  For instance, the Chicago public or the Champaign, did they do that?

Bradley: No.

Reynolds: So, you were the only publicé

Bradley: ét hat was doing live stuff, yeah, 1ike
thereds no public station in Jeff [Jef
there. But, if memory serves me, irost of the state capitals in the country, if
there was a public radio station on th
concentrated coverage in the state capital.

Reynolds:  Because it was unique for WSSU to have this public affairs mission. It
probablymade sense to youé

Bradley: Very much so, yeah.

Reynolds: éand the university was probably very
Aas funding grew. o Did the university

Bradley: Oh, yeah, because that was a part of the nepartieent operation. Yeah, in
the beginning, they were fairly generous, although SSU was a part of the state
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process, and sometimes that
I know, having worked for th
kind of stuff, getting yo

and establishing yourself. Developing and establishing the rationale, almost
like an entittlement program in some cases, quitefiary .
would work. We hired Peggy Boyer. We hired and scraped together enough
graduall ye

money to pay heron a hdlfi me

She saw the potential, obviously.

basi s,

and

But

t hat 6s

Yes. Oh, yeah. Well, she was interested because, etteat @arly date, NPR

had already established the concept of going into the print journalism media to

bring reporters into radio.

So,

| et 6s

track

NPR

as

we

go

al ong

and a half, two years in. Had NPRpaxided tremendously during that period,
to more than just the one show?

Yes and no. Yes, in the sense that, in the early days, they did a ninety minute

program from 4:00 p.m. central time until 5:30. And that was it. The West
cameé

coast stations, fohte m

Late at night.

No.

No, earlier.
Earlier.
Earlier, right.

Because NPR only did that show once. The first expansion that they had was

t hat

to roll that program over, so that 4:00 to 5:30ythwuld start a rolover of a

ni

nety

mi

nut e

progr am,

Repeat the same program or tweak it?

Essentiall yé
New stuff.
éessentially

repeating

from 5:

t hograns @hme

30

newscasts at the top and bottom of the hour were new, fresh and live.
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So, it was like a radio equivalent 8ixty Minutego begin with, except it was
ninety minutes.

Yeah, very much so. It was structured, but only in thees#imat there was five

minutes created at the top and bottom of the hour for a network newscast. Or,

local stations, if they wanted, at the bottom of the hour, could cut in and drop

in their local five minute newscast, right there. And here in Springtield,at 6 s
what we did, at 4:30.

So, just to get a sense for this, in the early days, what was the content of the
radio station? Would you come on and do a morning show and then classical

music and then NPR.

Did a morning newscast, half tioat 7:30. That was at sign on time. Then,

there was a brief five minute newscast at 10:00 a.m., and then, at noon, there

was a whole hour.

Of local and state news.

Local and state news, but a lot of that was syndicated stuff. | thotlo&athe
universities produced a weekly ten or fifteen minute public service program. |
think we got our hands on all of those, and | offered them on the air. Not only
did Sangamon State, but the University of lllinois in Urbana. Their ag
department prduced these weekly programs; they would mail these tapes or

send them to us on the bus, (l augh) an
how we helped provide local area content.

Plus statewide stuff.

Statewide, Illinois Public RadioNetor k di dndot really c¢come
themidt o | ate 680s.

Ok. So, weodoll talk about that next. Th
afternoon?

Yeah.

And at night, you had musical shows. Did you haveldez Showay ba&

then? Thatodés been on forever.

Jazz andéWel |, classical music during

half or two that we were on the air, | think there was, kind of like, a locally
produced, magazine kind of programming in the afternthavas called, for
lack of a better ternillinois Afternoon That consisted of local interviews and
a really eclectic musical offering. In the afternoon, no classical music, as |
recall, at all. That was all at night, classical music programming. Tazn, |
programming was first offered on weekends, only.
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Reynolds:  Okay, just on weekends.
Bradley: To refresh my memory, | 6d have to go b
schedules because | was hired as news
Reynolds |l 6m asking you stuff that you didnoét r
this early.
Bradley: Yeah. | really didndét give a shit abou
Reynolds:  Yeah, right.
Bradley: | was only interested in what we were going to be doing in the news
department.
Reynolds: |1 6 m just kind of interested in how the
kind of thing. But we cad getting back to the Statehouse Bu@aw that
grew over time and you were using interns over there?
Bradley: It grew into one fuktime person, Peggy Boyer, and then, during the January
through June internshdpand that was key to the legislative sessions
essentially, because, in those days, the legislature was in session almost full
time, from January t oét Jurey0, whiccaer s s h oo
got moved up to what, the end of May?
But anyway, the internship, then, was six months in length, hamds
One of the commitments we made, and all media organizations made, in order
to serve as a host for a public affairs intevas that it would be hands and
at the State house. The idea of sending a PAR intern out to cover a local news
event, in those days, was frowned wupon
internship, as Paul Simon envisioned it and as Bill Miller, wic&egul up that
vision and envisioned it.
Reynolds:  You were covering state government and state politics and the State house.
Bradley: Exactly.
Reynolds:  Where were you picking up local news, if you tried to do local things?
Bradley: We really gawlh@améws. doi n
Reynolds:  So, that noon show that you had, it would cover, primarily, state government
and politics in lllinois?
Bradley: Yes. In the early days at noon, see, we would go down, and Peggy would

provide, in a live basis, ten or fifteen mias of news from the state house
every day, within that hour long presentation that we had at noon. We also had
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UPI wire service, but we also had the UPI audio service. And so, we had
additional audio cuts that were available to us.

So, you couldover national news.

Yeah. Like at noon, we had students; by that time, | had a small group of
students who were volunteering to go on the air and do news. They were
anchoring elements or segments of the newscast, back at that time. There was
a ports segment, world and national news segment, state news segment and
then, weather.

| can remember in the early days, we had one student who had this
interest in meteorology. In those days, the weather bureau was at Capital
Airport. They were doing a moing and noon broadcast for all stations in
Springfield, the weather guys were. They allowed us to go out there and
install our own broadcast line and give us access to the meteorological data.
So, John Hawkins was his name. For two years, he would gheyetevery
day and do a live weather program on our air, during the noon hour and, later,
during the evening newscast.

Probably geared toward farming and things like that too, since we had a rural
audience, for the most part.

Well, yedh. But mostly, it was just the idea of doing a live weather broadcast
from the National Weather Service office at Capital Airport.

Interesting, yeah. You want to move forward to the network, the Public Radio
Net work that was formed in the 680s?

The time is now five after 11:00. If we could pick that up in our next
recording sessioné | donét know, have
well coveredorai r operations, up wuntil for mat

Yeah, | think so.
éof the statewi de, becauseé

You want to pick up that on the next time because you have a limited amount
of time?

Or we can talk about other people who
Okay.

She was here from 1976 until 1978. Séiie iih July first of 1978. Then we had
the task of hiring her replacement. The fellow we hired was her PAR intern
that last year she was here, a guy by the name of Mike Strand, who was in
theé The PAR program is strums.ured: pr
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Nominally, I think, it was open to about twenty students, fifteen print and

about five broadcast. So, there were t
Bill structured it. You hired five students for the print interest, five students

for the broadcst interest, be it radio or TV.

So, Mike Strand was a broadcast intern who got his undergraduate
degree from the University of Kansas at Lawrence. He was really from the
Chicago area, good voice. We hired him-tuthe in 1978. He met, in the
PAR programa gal who was also a broadcast intern, who was doing
television at channel 31, Peoria and at channel 3 in Champaign. Eventually
they dated and married and went off to MinneapaBs Paul, after about two
and half or three years. But, Mike was a-tudhe bureau chief from 1978 to
about 1981.

After him, we hired Mary Francdsagenwho was a bureau chief from
1981 until she | eft, Il think, in 0688,
long enough to see the start of the early beginnings of IPR, itt@dIPublic
Radio. That was the futime employment situation at the time.

Reynolds: Wel I , | etdés just do a couple more ques
an interview, starting with that the next time. But, clarify this for me. The
university never had much of a broadcastimegated program out there, did

they? | mean, didndét have people that
there, but you had people studying to be reporters? Have | got that through the
original Paul Si moné

Bradley: Fromt he Public Affairs Reporting Progra
no structured radio TV academic component, like existed at SIU Carbondale
or at SIU Edwardsville or at the U of | in Champaigdrbana, or even, at
that time, Eastern in Charlestoacha broadcast component. That never was
established or evolved or developed at Sangamon State. There was a
communications program that involved, oh, the theory of communications and
some print writing. The only broadcast component had to do with cobeges t
Howard Hill, who was the general manager at the radio station, taught and
t hat Dale Quzts taught. Il 6m not sure a
be, whethed

Reynolds: It was kind of a supplement for the people that were going into news
reportirg, broadcasting. They could at least pick up a little bit of broadcasting
related, you know, training.

Bradley: Ithinkd d on 6t h o |ddout,mthinktthat DalehandsHoward taught one
course a semester, each, which, somehow or another, gave theatolo st
entre into the faculty at Sangamon State and, maybe, had as much as anything
to do with funds that, then, accrued to the radio station, as adresdt! | , it 0s
coming to me now. To wit, a third, ma y
Dal ebsamal argmct he facultyé
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Reynolds: Al ways the government. Youobdre | ooking

Bradley: eéat Sangamon State UniversitdwhoThat wa
was verymuchasalesntah 6 m sure that was somet hin

Reynolds: Wheeling and dealing with the budget.

Bradley: Yeah. It is a matter of fact, being able to get a third of that faculty money for
each of two people. That freed up, essentially, thattloing salary to do other
things at the radio station that Dale atalvard both had in mind.

Reynolds:  One more question as we lead up to the formation of the network. Was the
strength of the Statehouse Bureau, the growth of it and the success of it, did
that lead directly to the idea of a network, because you were pngdadot of
content that you knew people would be interested in?

Bradley: Yeah. Well, and it wasnodét just that RI
interested in, it manifested itself in requests, initially, from Wlltbana and,
as time went on, the logér public stations who became aware of what | had set
up, established and what we were doing in Springfield.

It kind of coincided, also, with these individual stations kind of
coming of age and hiring news people to broadcast news in their own local
markets and wanting to have that audio component of events going on in the
State house.

Reynolds:  You sensed a demand before it was starting to be created.

Bradley: Not really. Not that | sensed the demand. | woke up to the fact, when | started
getting callsfrom Urbana wanting to know if, Well, did you cover this? And,
if you did, you know, can you feed us something? | was happy to oblige
because | could be heard on WILL at Urbana. And later, | woke up to the fact
t hat ther eds stiuck buff, ego bgmess, thet | fitsth e st ar
experienced when | went down to SIU Carbondale as a student and got in the
radio TV program down there. [It] was this whole idea of being on the radio.
In time, that left me, and it became a job that | enjoy and no longesuichada
huge egoéa kind of an impact for me.
up to the fact that these stations were interested in what we were doing in
Springfield. That became the very rudimentary origin of the network itself.
We were hand creatingn an individual request basis.

N

Il t wa s @obvocomcanieitolbe, and we used a part audio circuit
of the television microwave system, went from Springfield to Peoria over to
Macomb and, ultimately, lead to the quad citiésnvocomallowed us to use
an audio sulzarrier, that microwave system, to feed high quality audio out.
Then, that lead to public radio and TV stations in the state organizing here and
getting legislation enacted in 1985 that created the lllinois Public
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Broadcasting Council and bag the annual grant process for public radio and

TV.
Reynolds: Okay, well | etds cut it off there, the
we get together again, okay? So, thank

(End of interview session #2 #3 conts)
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t

Reynolds:  Okay, this is Decemberthe6 2011. Wedére at the

h e

Abr a

Bradley:

Presidential Library. This is an inteew for the Statecraft Oral History
Program. Wedre interviewing Rich Bradl
is Chris Reynolds, and I 6m a volunteer

| think we left off at the formation of the Illinois Public Radio Network when
wewerd ast talking. So, letds pick it wup

Chris, there were really two things that came together that really kind of paved

the way for lllinois Public Radio to be born. Yeah, | was instrumental in

conceiving of the idea and gettingitupandd nni ng, but there w
ltés kind of I|Iike the old story about
case with how we put IPR together and how it came to be and how it exists

and continues even today. But, from the very beginning, | waateahd |

did, in fact, establish a permanent, {furthe news bureau in the state capital.

We applied for membership with the lllinois Legislative Correspondence
Association, which was an organization made up of media units that covered
the state capitain a fulttime basis and had at least one-firlie reporter who
lived in Springfield, or at least was in Springfield five days a week, and whose
principal, primary responsibility was to come over and cover and report on the
general assembly, state goveemhand state politics.

| wanted to get radio involved in that sort of thing, because in
commer ci al radi o there really wasnot t
stations. Bil!l Miller, as | think |1 6éve
WTAX, left therein 1967 to put together Capital Information Bureau and
began to cover, on a kind of limited basis, because he was just one person,
coverage of the state capital, making his news reports and audio, then,
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available to commercial radio stations around theesfThat created a demand
in multi-station markets in the state for another competing service.

That 6s when Ray Phipps, witlubina sil ent
hired me away from WCVS, where | 6d bee
then, to put togther the lllinois News Network. | ran that and provided a

similar kind of service as CIB to other commercial stations around the state.

But | wanted toé
Reynolds: So, that experience was <crucial toé
Bradley: Yes, | really think that it was.

Reynolds:  Just to clarify, the Statehouse Bureau that you created out at the university had
been in existence how long before you started the network? A couple of years,
three years?

Bradley: Well, we went on the air in 1975. Now, we had the bureau there and were
actvely covering on WSSR in those dafyswere actively covering the state
capital. Peggy Boyer was the first Statehouse Bureau Chief, and we were
utilizing the fulktime interns from the Paul Simon Public Affairs Reporting
Program, which Bill Miller beganruainng i né wel |l , Si mon es
1972. So, in 1974, | think, Bill took over for Paul Simon who, by that time,
had run for and was elected to congress from southern lllinois, Makanda at
Carbondale and that part of the state. But Simon had establishedktie
Affairs Reporting Program, and Miller took it over.

So, we had a fullime bureau in the state capital by that time and a
full-time reporter working there. That entitled us to onetfaike intern from
January through June in each year. So, thatth@basis of our coverage.

The January through June period of time is critical and significant because
thatds essentially when the | egislatur
veto session in the fall for, what, a week or two, but that wassiliheession,

from January through the end of June, which not only was the end of the fiscal
yea® it still is for that matted but also was the date by which the legislature

had to enact legislation to go into effect on July 1. If they failed to do so, afte
July 1, it took an extraordinary, or thréths majority, to pass legislation that
woul d become effective I mmediately i
about 1985, then, that public radio an

=]

Reynolds:  So, almost, for a five, six, gen year period, you had your state house
program going.

Bradley: Yeah. Well, it was established in the

Reynolds: Oh, okay. So, from the very beginningeé
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éon the air in 1975, yeah.
So, youobd forguitena fadvydans lgy the time the network idea

popped up?

Yeah, about nine years, actually, because what then began to happen was the
word began to get out and around to the otheramanmercial, public radio

stations in lllinois, stationséht wer e operating byéwell,
lllinois-Urbana, for example. At Northern lllinois University they had at least

one radio station. Western had a radio station. Carbondale had a radio station.

| should say SIU; they operated one radio stattdDaabondale and one at
Edwardsvill e. 1l inois Stateé

Eastern have one?

They did, but they never became a qualified CPB station. They still operate
today, but theyodre not a qualified sta
fromfeder al funds. |l 6m trying to think; I
Those stationsé

You just described all of this, sort of, universities that had stations. Was that
pretty much your network when you started?

The core, yeah. Well,op want to throw in there, then, a radio station at
Peoria that Bradley University, which was not a state institution, but Bradley
University operated it. Then Augustana operated an FM station in the quad
citieseé

Anything in Chicago?

Yes, WBEZ, at that time, which was owned and operated by the Chicago
Board of Education, operated an FM station. Then, College of Du Page, Glen
Ellyn, operated a low powered, reaommercial, public radio statioBo, that
then, was pretty much the core of whacame, or what is, today even, IPR,
lllinois Public Radio.

These individual stations, as they began to develop their own respective local
news departments, which really didnot
in that eight or nine period of timthese stations established their local news
department, hired at least a news director, and they had students working. But
they were doing local news and reporting on the air and sparked an interest,

then, in what we at WSSR and the state capital was te@icguse they

learned that we had a fttime bureau and a futime reporter covering that.

So, then, they would call up on the phone when they saw a big story break on

the wire, and they would call and want to know if we had covered that story?
Ddwelave audi o, which was very importan
wanted was the sound, the sound bite,
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An interview or just a reporté

eéor debate on the house floor or debat
down there ad were positioned to record those floor debates, which
sometimes were pretty colorful. (laugh)

But anyway, these stations saw these quotes, then, on the wire service and

learned, then, that chances were really good we had, in fact, recorded what the
guotes they were seeing in the wire stories that were coming into their

newsrooms. We were spending a lot of time and feeding this audio out to the

i ndividual stations. Now stop and thin

For no charges or anything. You just d

No, just, you know, they were colleagues. They wereacwnmercial, public
radio colleagues.

And, at that time, | began to develop this interest in creating some kind of

statewide organization of public radio stations to, yeah, really compete with

CIB, the commercial and lllinois News Network, which | had already founded

and then left to go out to the university. Then, theseaoonmercial stations

around the state didndét have that kind

| carried the idea ovVerawhoatto | 6d est a
Sangamon State. That idea was only bolstered by the fact that these stations
began calling and asking, could we feed over awfiaielephone circuit the
sound that we had recorded. Pretty soon, when stop and consider, there are
eleven or tvelve noncommercial stations in the state. If there was a big
debate on the house floor or the senate floor, and we had the recorded audio,
these stations began, individually, to call us up. Well that took a lot of staff
time to accommodate each statianféed the audio to them, one after the
ot her , becauseé and a | ot of times the
Youdd have to put them off and do a ca
three years.

Tthe legislative session in 1985 was the yhat public radio and TV
in the state had begun to, pardon the vernacular, get their shit together and
became a cohesive force in terms of lobbying for some kind of state funds,
state appropriations, to help support what they were doing in lllinois with
money given to them by the federal government through the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting.

|l ncidentally, just to backup over that
these calls, was there any particular story that really, really sgat dhem

going on this? What was it about state government, during this period, that

realyd because webdbre talking, what, the ec:
Thompson administration, | gu€ssiny particular story you remember that
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just really got althem interested in what was going on in state government
that they wanted to cover?

Bradley: No, not a specific story. ' t6s just th

established a | ocal news department é
Reynolds: So, itbdés capaciteg, momendé han anything e
Bradley: Yeabh, it really was. They hired at least one person to be-arfdireporter,

news director usually, at these stations. Urbana, | think, had two or three

people, maybe, in their news department over there. And they already even

had a smewhat established news department when WSSR went on the air in
January of 1975 because WHAM had been on the air for years, from the
19206s, and were targeting, primarily,
ag programming, being assisted in tetibrt by the University of lllinois, you

know, agriculture department, which had developed its own unique reputation

and well respected around the country. Much like a lot of treabed big ten
stations, they were | and grant coll ege

Reynolds: Ort heir mi ssion and thaté

Bradley: éand their mission was agriculture. Bu
answer to your question, no big story that | recall. It was just the daily
reporting off the wire services. And t

Reynolds:  And the ned for content too.

Bradley: écontent and sound. The sound bi
newscast, taken off wire copy. I
operation if they could indicadeWell, the governor, in a speech to the
general asembly, called for a tax increédsand then you run out a thirty,
forty, fifty second clip of the governor and his speech to a joint session of the
gener al assembly or at a news conferen
program. These are examples.

Then wehad the sound, the actual sound, the actual recording. They
could put the sound, with the actual quote they were saying, on the wire
service. It was that, really, which kind of gave birth to it, so to speak.

Reynolds:  And very attractive. After about thegyears of doing this, you were thinking
about the idea, probably. How long did it take to implement the network after
you, kind of, decided we need to do this?

Bradley: Wel | in its |l oosest, simplistic form,
bemrn to operate. I di scover@dvocorher e wa
had come along, and they had a low powered television operation at Bradley,
at Macomb, at Quingy
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Reynolds:  We talked about them in our previous interview.

Bradley: But there was a miowave seup to hook those three areas together, the quad
cities, Macomb, Peoria and Springfield. | found that, what was taking a lot of
time was trying to satisfy requests from these stations one at a time. So, |
began to think in terms of: How can | sdé a time in the day, or twice a
day, where | can offer all this audio at the same time and have everybody
capture that, and | would only have to end up doing it one time and feeding it
to all these stations simultaneously.

Reynolds:  So, the creation dhat technology, througBonvocom actually helped the
idea along tremendously because you had a mechanism for doing it.

Bradley: It did because we were able to use the second audicestbr of the TV
system. | would feed audio. We established a morig@ad, somewhere
around six, six thirty in the morning, and we had fifteen minutes of
microwave time tha€Convocomwas giving us, before they went on the air for
the day. So, | was feeding audio up to Peoria. From there, it split, went to
Macomb and wenbtthe quad cities. It was high quality audio. Then, the
other stations could take that feed over a-dmtelephone circuit. So, |
established this system whereby, in Springfield | took in a couple, three phone
calls from two or three stations; WCBU radioPeoria took in two or three
phone calls, and Macomb took in one or two phone calls. Then, all these
stations t hat @bnvdconpdialechirate the raaio statichsat t o
the same places where tBenvomm microwave existed.

Reynolds: So,itwasndét | i ke your typical government
out and get agreements signed by everybody. You just did it, and it worked
because everybody needed it. Everybody wanted it.

Bradley: And it accommodated. We didndédt have aée

Reynolds: When did you start | abeling it a networ
could say, now from the, you know, the lllinois Public Radio Network.

Bradley: | think probably, Chris, we did because | saw what was going on at the
national level, and | saw NPR wasealdy operating for two years by the time
we went on the air. | was really enamored with the public radio model in the
early days, being able to cover and repodépth on issues, not just the hit
and miss commercial approach, where you only had three,fiee minute
newscasts.

When we went on the air in 1975, | had the freedom to setup and do a
half hour newscast every morning, a fifteen minute newscast at 10:00 in the
morning, and then at noon, we did a whole hour. And then, in the afternoon,
All Things Consideredan from 4:00 until 5:30. Then, we went on the air and
did a one hour, local newscast, from 5:30 to 6:30. Now, that one hour included
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state and local news, world and national news, where we were using audio
from, as | indicated earlier, théP| Radio Network.

| had students then that | had trained, were dof;]\”l
sportscasts. One gdyremember | told yo® went out
to the weather bureau, and the guys at the

National Weather Service let us setup out there and
install our own broadcast circuit.ld® Hawkins was a  ©
student who had this interest in meteorology. He wou
go out there every afternoon, and the National Weath
Service guys would let him have access to the conter}
they had out there. He would put together, and then L

broadcast live on WSSR,five minute weather report Rich Bradley training f
this hour long newscast that we were doing, Monda @ studentin 1985

Reynolds: Now, did the network get anyéWhen did
for the network, like a complete news show?

Bradley: Just me, State Week in Review.
Reynolds:  When did that start?

Bradley: State Week in Reviement on the air almost immediately after we went on the
air because | was faMialsihamgwionld sp Weleikc
Review In the three months after | wieho work there, from October 1 until
we went on the air, January of 675, I
things. | liked whaiWashington Week in Revievas and what it represented.
You utilized a regular, recurring panel and rotated into that ngyesat
journalist from the state capital. | wanted to caBtiite Week in Review,
which | did. So, that program began back at that time. But then, stations later
developed an interest in also having access to that program.

In 1985, something happenedtheally, kind of, worked to our
advantage and really, kind of, advanced what Illinois Public Radio became
and is today. | mentioned earlier about the public radio and TV stations
coming together, lobbying the legislature. They enacted the lllinois Public
Broadcasting Council Act; it set up an annual funding mechanism for public

radio and TV.

Reynolds:  Did you have to apply for that or you were just in the budget, as they say, for
that?

Bradley: Well, the legislature had to approve this new grant progitanas a grant
program, and, as you well know, grant s

doled out and then spent. Now, in time, we had to make an accounting of how
we spent that money.
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Reynolds:  Did you have to apply for it every year?

Bradley: Yes, thee was an application process that was set up. | think the first year
appropriation was around a million and a half, and it grew over time to about
five million. Here, in the last couple of years, unfortunately, | think that
funding has been cut off altatper, although the funding program is still in
pl ace. But, the |ine item has been red

Reynolds: When did the first fundo®d@sfohat hae we
talking about here, in this period?

Bradley: The legislatiorwas enacted in the January to July, 1985, legislative session
period.

Reynolds:  So, right about the same period?
Bradley: Yeah.
Reynolds:  So, all that stuff kind of came together at the same time.

Bradley: Well, and the other component was, there was dioreappropriation that
was enacted along with the legislation that set up the granting program,
hardware appropriation, in which the granting program established the lllinois
Public Broadcasting Council. Then there was an appropriation of $600,000,
one tme appropriation to the newly formed council. That money was
earmarked to purchase and operate satellfenkgechnology. So, there was
$200 [$200,000] earmarked for radio, $400,000 earmarked for public
television. So, we talked Sangamon State Unitsgsine administration out
thered into donating free space on the campus for the Public Broadcasting
Council to spend that $200,000 on constructing the radimkput at
WSSR. This was a permanent installation that still exists today out there.

Then theyused the $400,000 that went to the public television stations
to purchase a mobile television-lipk. In other words, they put it on the back
of a truck, so they could drive it around to cover events for public television,
but also marketed it for use Bye commercial networks. If something was
happening in Springfield or Chicago or somewhere in the Midwest, and NBC,
CBS, ABC, CNN even, wanted access to a televisiohnkp so they could
get audio and video back from wherever something was going gn;dhé
hire or lease this truck, and this truck would be dispatched to the site. They
would drive all over the Midwest. It generated income, then, for the council,
that came back and was used for the council activities, as well as maintaining
that mobileup-link because they had a vehicle they had to operate and
maintain, buy gas, oil changes and all that stuff.

Reynolds:  So they were headquartered out at the university, the council? Sounds like.,or
ran out é
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Yeah, more or less, because they camé campus there to hold their
guarterly meetings. In the very beginning, the council was meeting every

month. Now the council membership was made up of one person from each of

the member radio and TV stations. So, at the time the council was created,
there were eleven radio and nine TV stations. So, there were a total of twenty
members on this council. These were usually the general managers from the
radio and TV stations.

Any particular politicians that were tremendously helpful in gettimng th
funding and keeping this funding year after year?

Roland Burris, who was the comptroller at that time, was helpful in that the

|l egi sl ation that created the funding p

Office would promulgate rules and regtibns for these stations to apply for
the granté

Kind of the fiscal agent, almost.

Yes, and he becadet he Comptr ol |l erds offices,
appropriation for public radio and TV granting program went to the
Comptr ol | é&atldes, asd §af, established the application process

and doling the money out on an annual basis. So, in that sense, Roland Burris,
but, after Burris went on to become

So, was the Thompson administration a big supportelisi th

Well, yeah, because he signed the legislation. As a matter of fact, when it
came time for the legislation to be signed, we made arrangements for the
governor to sign the bill in WBEZ studios.

| need to back up a little bit and tell you thahen National Public
Radio, in 1979, went from a landline network to a satellite network, NPR
established, not only an dipk at their headquarters in Washington, but they
also establishéllg o s h | 6 m t r y i ndgfifteeroor sixeene mb e r
regional uplinks around the country. One happened to be at WEBZ in
Chicago, where they could transmit audio into the NPR satellite system and
then back down to all stations, or in this case, just the lllinois stations.

So, I made arrangements for Thompson to signtifiah the studio at

WBEZ, and we fed it up on the satellite; then the radio stations could, if they
wanted, carry that bisigning live because we had access to it live in real
time. So, in that sense, yeah, Thompson was very big on getting that up and
running and made a big deal.

That was a feather in his cap, | think, because, as governor, to make
that happen because, at that time, Chris, there were only like two, three,
maybe four other states in the country who had a statewide system: Florida,
Minnesota, of cours@ Minnesota Public Radio goes back y@af3hio. Ohio
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had an effective statewide system. They were interconnected radio and TV by
microwave at that time, but then, when NPR went into satellite, then they
were able to use satellite technologyi¢otheir stations together.

Putting this ugink in Springfield, then, gave us access to the NPR satellite
system. We had to pay for the NPR ti me
NPR made some extra money. But then, the stations collectively shaned in t

cost of the time we bought on the NPR satellite.

|l was naming the four states: FIl ori da,
Reynolds:  Nobody on the east coast, huh? Not Massachusetts, the Boston station?
Bradley: No é

Reynolds: Maybe itéll come t weregtbeuwadl whateame We ki nd
together to create that netwérk

Bradley: What really tied it together was the establishment of thinigpwhich then,
we did this daily news feed, sometimes twice a day, once in the morning,
always at 5:30 and again in theeaftoon. But we utilizedd the NPR
satellite systed to deliver, direct from Springfield, high quality, studio
gual ity audi o .linkTthea, enalded ushoado, andtvee u p
abandoned that early baling wire hybrid kind of system, where we were using
the terrestrial microwave for TV, which then went to off dipltelephone,
which was reall yé

Reynolds:  So, that was kind of the next technological step.
Bradley: éwhich was really crappy quality, but
Reynolds:  Got you off theground.

Bradley: Yeah. It also gave us the ability, then, to originate live programming coverage
of the governordéds speech to a joint se
coverage of the house and senate. We could feed it to the stations through the
NPRsatellite system, using that radio-ligk that the legislature had paid for
with that one time appropriation and was established and built. It still exists on
the campus of then, Sangamon State now, UIS.

Reynolds:  Excellent. The other thing | want to gadk and talk to you about was, we
talked about your rural, sort of, background. Did you do something special for
coverage of rural stories as part of the network, or was that just something that

you naturally did because of theé
Bradley: Well, that we natrally did, but still, the focus of our efforts at WSSR, at that
ti me, was state government. We werenot
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of coverage of local government or county government or the school board. It
was really focused on just state goveent.

Dale Ouzts who was hired by Bob Spencer, first president of Sangamon

State, he really wanted to follow through with the mandate Spencer had given
him, to put public radio and TV onthe&r adi o went on, but T
late® and cover state govenent and politics as an extension of that public

affairs mandate, which the legislature had laid down on Sangamon State, back

at that time. So, thatodéds why thatods al

So, no. No agriculture, per se, but, in so far as agriculture sometimes
had issues that came up in the legislature and state government, state
department of agriculture. Well, even the state fair was kind of like a
subsidiary of é

Reynolds:  The major agricultural event of the year, obviously.
Bradley: ét he Departnrneeat of Agricu

Any agricultural coverage came from WILL in Urbana because, once we had
the satellite system, distribution system, in place, Chris, then | began to
become interested in expanding the content of what we were broadcasting on
the air. When the governwas oud and Thompson did a lot of flying

around, both infixedvi ng ai rcraft and in that fan
Reynolds: He had a little air force, didndét he?
Bradley: Yeah, he didlllinois air force. But anyway, | then began to be interested in

whatthegg er nor was saying in Rockford or

Reynolds:  That could be dangerous for politicians.

Bradley: Well, (laugh) because, once they woke up to the fact that public radio was
covering the governor, wherever he was in the state, andiiiibe stations
were broadcasting his comments, he recogdzadhis staff, at least,
recognized pretty quicklyt hat he coul dndt go to nort
story and then go to southern lllinois and tell a different story on the same
issue. The i me arrived when it caught up wi:t
how the concept of sharing our stories came to be.

But, the principal interest, statewide, was what we were doing in the
legislature. Then, the NPR satellite-lijk that we had at WSSRRor WSSU
as it became, and now Wl8Shat afforded us the opportunity for all stations
to contribute stories they were covering in their local markets as their own
individual news departments were being developed and evolving. The
maturity, the professionaim of what they were doing began to rise in
credibility and became quite good.
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Reynolds: In a sense, then, you were getting more rural stories from places like Western
[Western lllinois University], Southern [Southern lllinois University] and
Eastern[Eastr n | I |l i noi s University], and it
lllinois, then, that was covering those kinds of issues.

Bradley: Well, see, WILL offered ag policy kind of coverage, being a land grant
college over there, whereas, in these other areasnlMacomb, for
example, locally, they were doing some regional and rural coverage. Of
course, Western has a big ruralé

Reynolds:  Absolutely. A big concentration.
Bradley: eéacademic program over there and polic

Reynolds:  They had a gup called the Rural Affairs, | think, Center or something like
that.

Bradley: Rural Affairs Center, yeah. So, we began to be able to offer our listeners in
Springfield what they were doing over there. Then, what we were doing in
Springfield, we were shig with all the stations. So, they had live access to
our coverage of the legislature, state politics and government.

Chicag® as you well know the State of lllinois has a large presence up
there, in many respects, probably larger than what they daimg8eld,

which is the state capital. WBEZ had a satellitdink, as well, that NPR

owned and operated. So, we were able to carry live speeches out of Chicago,
using their udink, but using the distribution system | had set up on the NPR
satellite, sdhat all the other stations in the state could have access to live
coverage, not only from the State of lllinois Building in Chicago, but also live
coverage, what we were doing, at the state capital here in Springfield.

Reynolds:  Plus it allowed all thesether stations great content that then could be shared
with everybody else.

Bradley: Exactly. We got to offer a lot of colorful coverage because we had a lot of
colorful characters working in public radio in those days, in Carbondale and
Chicago. The voiceyou would hear on those stations really did, in fact, in a
lot of ways, kind of represent the regional flavor of the culture of the state.

You take a state like lllinois, you see Rockford and Chicago, how far north

they are. Then, you look at Carbondalewn to Cairo. Parts of southern

lllinois are farther south than Kentucky, for example: Louisville, Kentucky or
Cincinnati, as an exampl e. So, yeah, [

Reynolds:  Diversity of coverage.

Bradley: | was really excited about what we were able to piak@mose from what
the other stations were offering and contributing. So, it was that loose knit,

87



Rich Bradley Interview # ISPA-L-2011-057

cooperative venture. The only money involved was to pay for the satellite
time.

Then, in time, we had a general manager by the name of Rod Gordon
who came t&pringfield. That was in 1988, after the satellite system had
beguntheup i nk operation here in Springfie
|l egi sl ature passed and set up and cr ea
law. It took a couple of years, then, talduhe distribution system, which
was the satellite upink operation in Springfield. That began operation in
October of 1987.

We had this high quality distribution system around the state. For the
first time, the ability to anchor down and cover a shd®sca governor to a
joint session of the general assembl y;
State Address by the governor and the budget message. We could originate
and ceanchod which is what we did here in Springfiédand distribute that
around thestate. But, then, it put a lot more pressure on us here in Springfield
to do more and more at the state capital with, essentially, the same dollars.

So, Rod Gordon came to the station in
worked at NPR. He conceived ofghdea of putting together an lllinois

Public Radio audio service, headquartered in Springfield, and charging the
member stations a share of the cost to hiring aifuk reporter to be assigned

to the State Capital Bureau.

Reynolds: Howdéd that go over ?

Bradley: Well, because we were able to make them understand that the pressure was
being put on us to cover more and more in the state capital, was very labor
intensive and time consuming, and what we were giving the stations, up until
that point, was freeaWe di dndét have to do it, was
made. Weodre just doing this out of the
made it easy for us to share all of this with you by seeking the appropriation to
build the radio ugink, and also, the ¥ station had their own thing going.
That just accommodated a free content

you want more, itds time to kick in a
The satellite time really famsnét ex
minute feed in the morning,r om 5: 30 to 6:14. We woul

but we had the time available on the satellite if we needed it. That was, like,
costing $25 a day, split by how ma@nyen or eleven radio stations. So, the
cost to the individual stations, on a daily basias really not that much. And
soé

Reynolds: The salary of the reporter, though? Wa

knowél forget now wh

Bradley: Wel | was, Yo
it becauseé

It u
plus the benef S
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Reynolds: Way back when. Wedre talking about now

Bradley: Yeah, that would have been in 687, 088
payroll, here at Sangamon State. So, itwas in WBSRSUOGs budget, a
paid the benefits. We charged the stations for the salary, but we picked up the
benefits cost. That as our contribution to the statewide effort. These stations

agreed, then, to payée
Reynolds: How much did it cost again, a few thou
Bradley: The original grant, though, was doled out to the stations, based upon the costs

of their loal operation. So, WBEZ in Chicago, their budget was the largest of

all the stations in IIllinois. So they

Reynolds:  Got paid according to what they could afford.

Bradley: Yeah, they got about 30 percent of the grant money. Then, the remaining 70
percent was doled out to the other stations, based upon the size of their
budget. Urbana, for example, had two stations, WAM, WILL -FM, and
they got money accordingly. Now, they got grant money for two stations, but
we went round and round with them overrthbecause they only wanted to
pay for one station, but they wanted to carry the content on both stations. The
ot her stations had ganged up on them b
Well, and there was another station too, at Northern lllinois Untyeilhey
were operating two stations by that time, and they only wanted to pay for one
station. But, the rest of the stations, as | say, in a friendly manner, ganged up
on them and said, i f you want to pay f
only us the content on one station, not both stations, which is what they
wanted to do. They backed off and finally agreed they would all pay
according to their budgetary operation. So, there were some stations that were
only paying, like, $1,800 a year for tHidl-time time reporter at the state
house. WBEZ in Chicago, at that time, was probably paying around ten or
twelve or thirteen thousand dollars, but all stations contributed enough to pay
for the salary.

Reynolds: Wel | , ités good toi th@yemar @awal mabl e mt
youdbre paying a little bit for it.
Bradley: So, that was, then, really, fundamentally the origin of how lllinois Public

Radio came to be.

Reynolds:  And it all just sort of just came together at the right time, fundinglaad
demand and all that.

Bradley: And the hardware and the satellite dis
Reynolds: The technology was there to help you d
one show that you did as part of the n
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State Week in Rawv.

State Week in RevieWvas there ever any other show? Just that one, pretty
much, was the flagship of theé

Well, programs per se? No, justate Week in Reviewhich is a program we
started doing in 1975, when we went on the ait, Bsi soon as we got the
satellite system up and running, in the fall of 1987, then stations became

interested. Well, we justflla ut t ol d t h edmur pfogrametiats t hi s
we are doing every week, and wedl !l thr
stations.

They could run it at time and run it as many times as they wanted?

Yep. We put it up on the satellite distribution system, which, then, came back
to all stations in high quality audio, studio quality. We recorded that program
around noontime on Friday and then wouldlugk it by satellite, starting at

12: 30, to the stations, and then they

So, by Friday night, they had it and then could run it Friday night.

By Friday night, they had it and could usehitdugh the weekend, usually by

the close of business on Sunday. When Monday dawned, a lot of the

contend not a lot, but some of the conténivas outdated, really, by that

time. Stations had access to the program. They could record it at 12:30. If they
chosenot to run it, they didnét have to.
and offered to them if they wanted it.

To your knowledge, did they all run it?

Il n time, yeah. They all é

Took a while, but they allé

Well, all except the Quad City station. They never did use the program,

simply becauseé
Who was running it up there, Augustana
Wel | It was owned by Augustana, but i

Blackhawk is up there, | know.

Yeah. Thereason they chose not to carry the program was because they saw
their market as the quad cities, stat.i

So, t here wasnot much | owa stuff

goi ng

90



Rich Bradley Interview # ISPA-L-2011-057

Bradley: eaudio. There was nothing from | owa th
thatState Week in Reviedid. So, they opted not to provide coverage. There
was some of theé

Reynolds: Whi ch was half their |istening audienc
Bradley: They took the same kind of attitude with respect to our live coverage,
somet mes, of the governoro6és address to

access to that kind of programming from Des Moines. In time, they did. lowa
Public Radio, then, was created later, after lllinois Public Radio was created.
But, at the time, Augustana, WK/, did not carry any of these programs.

Another thing, Chris, that satellite technology and the lllinois Public
Radio brand allowed us to do, then, was on election night as to create a
statewide, live network, which we originated in Springfield for fiveéen
minutes every hour, at the top of the hour, to do a live election night returns,
from 7:00 PM, until midnight. All the stations, then, in Illinois had access to
it. They could, then, use it to complement what they were doing, in terms of
local newscoverage of election returns.

Reynolds: So, they didndot have to cover the stat
races and use you to do statewide races.

Bradley: Exactly, yeah.

Reynolds:  Now, over the years, | was sort of a fan of your show, listemédor years
and years. You were the commentator for the whole time you were there, |
take it, no one el seé

Bradley: State Week in Revieyou mean. | was the host and moderator.
Reynolds:  Moderator, yeah.

Bradley: | set the formula up so that there veasegular panel who were repeaters every
week. Then, we invited one guest journalist from one of the media
organizations who had a ftiime bureau at the state capital to be a part of the
panel, then, on a weekly basis.

Reynolds:  Any colorful commentatar over the years that you want to talk about? Or
how long did that regular group of people stick with you, or, obviously,
having always to replace one of two of those?

Bradley: They changed. For example, one of the original panel members was Bill
Miller. Then, when he retired in 1993, he went off the program. Charlie
Wheeler, who succeeded him and is still the director of that program now,
came on the panel as a regular.

Reynolds:  Kind of, almost, a regular slot for whoever is running that program?
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Exactly. Oh yeah, very definitely. Charlie had occasionally been a guest
reporter on the program, by virtue of the fact that, for twenty years, he

covered the state capital for tBhicago Sun Timesndwas the Statehouse
Bureau Chief for th€hicagoSun TimesHis expertise as a reporter lay in the
budget. We always asked Charlie to come in and be our guest panelist on the
first Week in Reviewrogram, after the budget was unveiled by the governor

in a speech to the joint session of the generaladsgmb That 6 s one
how the membership changed.

Did you try to balance the discussion, in terms of political bias, like trying to
get more of a Republican commentator and a Democratic commentator? You
know, like Mike Lawrence is somebodgly see on a lot of these shows over
the years. Clearly he has a point of view. On the other hand, you see other

e X

people that have come from a more Demociatici ent ed news out |

You know, at the time when | first conceived of the prograrthén
beginning, | didndét think about the
Rather, | thought about the membership in terms of what | felt like these
individuals could bring to the table.

In terms of information, not necessarily the model ofdilveent talk show,
where they get people on there to argue with each other. You, obviously,
wanted just talk about the facts, t

And | abhorred that kind of programming. | went to great lengths and went t

a | ot of pains to avoid anyé | f some
a point, I made it clear that | didn

got done making their point. Then, if somebody wanted to respond or
challenge that point, they winbibe given the opportunity.

One of the biggest problems | had wi
trying to keep them away from one an

remembering if we had a lively discussion or conversation géirthis was
radio. As ahost and moderator, | sometimes forgot and had to be prompted
toof or t he | idsideetifyevhosvés sgeakinge Ih othter words, if
you had a conversation or a discussion or a debated@@ind we had two,
sometimes three, of these people wearinggagphones in the Statehouse
Bureau studio and two or three people wearing just earphones out of the
station studid

So, you went all, physically, together sometimes?

No, we were in two different locations, always in two different locet |
knew who the voices belonged to, but | needed to remember to let the
audience know who was speaking, who was making this point or that point.

| can see where the interruptions would be a problem, if you were in two

me

different locations,ec ause you coul dndédt necessary
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Bradley: Whereas on television they had the visual picture, of course, but then, they
could just put the caption under the g

But no, | was interested in identifying people who wolgdcea, number one,
to come out, week in and week out.

Reynolds:  Can you think some of the other regular commentators that were guests?
Bradley: The names?
Reynolds:  Yeah.

Bradley: In the very beginning, when they program went on the air at WSSR, | think
Ed Armstrong, who was, like, the editor of tB&ate Journal Registewell, in
t hose daysé | ¢ anléurnalthe moenmdppaper, amththen t h e
Registeran afternoon paper, merged.

Reynolds: | think they had merged by then, woul d

Bradley: Wel | | I 6dm thinking they had, yeah. Ed
Heinecke at that time, was bureau chief of tBen TimesBill Miller.

Reynolds:  Anybody else from the university was a regular, besides Charlie?

Bradley: Yeah. Bill Miller represented the university at that time. A fellow by the name
of Leon Cohen, who was the Director of the Legislative Studies program out
at Sangamon State. When Leon moved on, then another guy we had on as a
regular, Bill Day, who at that time, was the hed&dhe legislative council,
which was a part of the general assembly. The council did the research for
legislation that the reference bureau was putting together. So, Bill Day was
also a regular.

Reynolds:  Did you have people from state government at@H®id you try to avoid

that?

Bradley: Yeah, we tried to avoid that. We never
governor, his press secretary, Norton Kay, tried to make us put him on the
program.

Reynolds: | thought that would something that they would pushdogven people that
maybe used to be press secretaries that became sort of commentators, like a
Mike Lawrence, who worked in state government, those kinds of folks.

Bradley: See, the fact is, | had Mike Lawrence on the program, but, at the time when he
was bureau chief for Lee Enterprises, before he went to work for Jim Edgar,
when Edgar was secretary of state, and then later, when Edgar was elected
governor.

93



Rich Bradley Interview # ISPA-L-2011-057

Reynolds: Wel |l thereds probably |l ots of exampl es
somebodf hat 6s been in the field to be th
who move in and out of those positions all the time.

Bradley: Norton Kay was the gubernatorial press secretary that | recall who tried to
pressure us into putting him on the air, on firagram.

Reynolds: You personally? Hedéd call you wup, brin
Bradley: Yeah, |l 6m the guy who he called. And |
not the concept of the program. o

Reynolds:  Would he go above your head and call the president afrtiversity?

Bradley: If he did, | never knew. Now, that was the interesting thing about my job as
news director. After a period of time, | became aware that there were times
when pressure was exerted at the top, at the university, to do certain things at
the radio station, that got shunted and just rejected and pushed aside, that
clearly would not have been in the interest otatled objectivity in our news
department content. | never knew at the time. But, | later found out that there
were a few instansewhere people felt strongly enodgpeople like a
gubernatorial press secretary, for exardpéand were not above using that
kind of pressure and influence on, even, if not the President of the university,
certainly on the general manager at the radio statio

Reynolds:  Did you make a point to try to get the big newspapers on regularly, like the
TribuneandSun Timesnd, maybe, thBost DispatcR Did they have
regul ar é

Bradley: The wire services too.
Reynolds:  They had folks in town that were covering stat

Bradley: Well, they had fulitime bureaus that operated out of the State Capitol
Building. As a matter of fact)PI [United Press Internationaind AP
[Associated Press], both, had a bureau chief, a second reporter and each had a
photographer. But athree, in each case, worked #tithe out of their
respective bureaus in the state capitol.

Yeah, | would have, if not the bureau chief fréfa or UPI, but also
their second reporter. | thinkkP may have had a total of three reporters
because they weredhin newspaper service, less so for ratdlBl was big in
their broadcast service, the service they provided to radio and TV stations
around the state. They had fewer newspaper clients thaPgisb that their
newspaper print writing and reporting.

Reyrolds: Did you focus mainly on print media, or did you have people from broadcast
TV, other radio commentatorse
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We had whoever happened to be the reportiiiretis News Networkwhere
I had beené

éwould be a regular on your

Not a regular, but as one of the guest journalists. See, | established a regular
panel, and then, some of these
| asked to come on the program one week, another reporter the next week.
Virtually all of the reporters covering the state capital for radio or TV or the
wire services or the newspapers or Gannett or Lee Enterprises, the St. Louis
papers, they all had a presence at some point in time throughout the year.

So, you almost, kind, of wted and probably that period, from January to
June, when all the action was going on, you probably rotated everybody in,
sort of, that period?

Oh yeah.
Now, did you do it year round?

Oh, the program we did year round. And th&a,reached a point where the
regular panel members began to push me for a break from the program. So,
the time came when we would operate the program, nottiibyweeks a

year, but thirtynine weeks a year, which was thigpgarters. We would end

the progam on July 1, put it on hiatus for July, August and September,

resume it t hen, on October 16é
For a veto session.
Yeah. éthen come around and-blonmv er t

session, to the next July 1. We operated thatfwayr é pr obabl vy, t
time that | was there, running the program.
And 1tdés still going.

Yeah, but the last two or three years before | retired, we had resumed a full
year, fifty-two week a year, production of the program.

How about political columnists, opinion people, were they, like a Bernie
Schoenberg or aé

They were on the program, sure.
Steve Neal, those kind of folks that wrote columns?

Nobody out of Chicago, b dramthe@rimtc e i n
media out of Chicago, because their presence manifested itself through their
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youor e

Right. And in town, | gaess, like, Gene Callahan would be an example. Al

Manni ng, Bernie Schoenberg, are the
Jerry Owens andé

Jerry Owens, yes.

Yeah, then Bernie Schoenberg, whoté
Because they tend to cover the state house adgtart of their columns.

éand did some reporting. Yeah. Thei

politics, but also local politics, local in the Springfield, Sangamon County.

Would you ever take up, like, the mayoral race in Springfigldjeyou try
to keep it all statewide?

r

No, simply because | tried to keep the program focused on statewide issues, so
that the discussion, then, would be relevant for listeners, wherever they were
listening, whether in Chicago or northern lllis@r Macomb, Peoria,
Nor mal é

If something in Springfield was happening that was relevant to everybody
else, you would cover it.

éCarbondal e,

everywher e.

How about national politics? Did you get into presidential politics,
exclusively, to the state, you know, somebody who, maybe, was running a
campaign in lllinois or a favorite son that, maybe, was running a presidential

campaign?

Yeah, because we covered Barack Obama, who was in the state senate, then
later was electetb the U.S. Senate. Or, if a president came to Springfield or

to Chicago or to one of the other locales in the state, maybe, for a visit, we
would cover what he had to say. He might have come to Peoria to talk about
Caterpillar issues. Yeah, we would coteat, in terms of our discussion on

State Week in Review

Were you big on trying to get folks to make predictions on races and on how
an issue was going to come out and what the legislature was going to do and
that kind of thing, which repontg hesitate to do a lot of times?

| set up a routine, where | would do that,Smte Week in Revigwogram,
prior to primary Tuesday and prior to a general election Tuesday. The regular
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panel members usually would participate. But, the reponteosworked out
of the fulktime bureaus, down at the State Capitol Building, if they were

uncomfortable doing that, I didnodot pre
of fer up an idea, I f they wanted to of
Occsi onally, thatodos probably where you
People would say, @aOh, I think itds <co

Oh, sure. Well, | would always keep score, and then, the next week, we would
see who ate crow andawhotéé!| augh) And w

You had a |l ot of the tape, didnodét you?
Yeah, oh yeah. We had a lot of fun with the program, you know, in that way.

Did anybody ever shock you with what they were talking about, or something
they said, or a moment thsrt of comes out? Do you remember?

No, but | remember whole humorous incidents that come, like, Bill Miller was

great for landing on regional colloquialisms to try and make a point that he

was expressing i n t hdéStatp WekyndReviewodddb w, t h
remember, (laugh) one ti me, | 6d i nvit
coverage.

i
€

We were talking about some race going on somewhere in southern
lllinois. Bill, as he was prone to do in an ad lib kind of basis, made some
refeence to Joe Six Pack running around
blue collar worker, is what he was referencing. It irritated a couple of people,
and they called us that night, just madder than hell. Bill took it in stride, and
the next time we went onéhair on our statewide election coverage, he
apologized. (laugh) He apologized and went on, that it was the point he was
trying to make. But he got in a final
mean to step on anybohlkhywé§s toes. o0 (Il aug

Was he from southern Illinois?
Carlinvilleds where Bill grew up.
Oh, so he could get away with that, right? He was one of them.

(laugh) Yeah. Thatodéds just an exampl e,
Bill was a regular panel member State Week in Revieso because of his

broadcast background, to me it made sense to invite him to be a commentator

on our election night coverage.

Youdre talking about a downstoddfe sort
cynicism about the Chicago politics that came up regularly? Did wince
you didnét have, probabl vy, p drdboyné e on f
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andtheSunTimesof cour se, C&uaTirhegbatdvasthere om t he
sort of a downstate vears Chicago, sort of, theme to a lot of the discussions?

When we had reporters on from t8en Time®r theTribune they alway$

and the wire services téothey always, | think, made a genuine, concerted
effort to balance what they had to say. Thosporters who came in on a

rotating guest basis, by and large, were very careful about opinions. That was
fine with me because | had the-called political scientists on the program to
offer up the political aspects.

So, opinions of particulgroliticians. For instance, in the course of doing
research in some of the governments, Charlie Wheeler comes up all the time
with really sharp opinions about some of the governors. That was avoided
pretty much. |l mean, could theyé

He did not dahat, though, when he was working for tgn Timesl mean,

in terms of what he had to say and the content of what he had to say on the
program when he was actively working for then Timesnd was on the
program as the Statehouse Bureau Chief foStineTimeshe was right down
the middle, made every effort, at least.

So, you tried to avoid personal opinions about a particular politician or,
maybe, even their style ofé

Yes. And, you know, almost all of the state house reporters hatravay,

particularly, the wire services and the Chicago papers. Occasionally, we

would have a reporter on fr@ml remember Simeon Osbey was a Statehouse

Bureau Chief for th€hicago DefenderAnd Simeon was not above reflecting

the AfricanAmerican or théolack point of view, particularly in the Chicago

area, becausp®efendbéatthéast whaast tthheei r cl i ent
base, anyway.

| also noticed that, over the years, t
reporters seem to have iaromon is, sort of, a cynicism about the way the
| egi sl ature works and politicians, sor

And rightfully so, yeah. (laugh)

Did you have difficulty keeping that under check, or did you pretty much go
with it?

No, no, no. | never made any effort, as a moderator of the program. As a

matter of fact, | was accdaanedaengot!| ot of
accused, one time, of being public rad
accused of being &t kind of person, o8tate WeekinReview | donét kno

whether that was flattery or what. (laugh)

Well, it sounds like you had a lot of fun doing it.
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Bradley: | did. I had a lot of fun doing it, and, as | say, | enjoyed goading all the panel
members. | sometimes would deliberately make an outrageous statement, just
because the panel members were never sure if | was trying to goad them or

not.
Reynolds: | dondt think youdre in the Rush Li mba
Rich. (laugh)
Bradley: | never really tried to.
Reynolds: I(Imea;]r;, now days, the ante is very, very high on those kind of statements.
aug

Wel | | 6m down to my | ast few quest
We touched on this a number of different times, over theseoof our
discussion, here. But, could you, kind of, go over the technological changes
that youbve seen throughout your <car ee
from ticker tape to wire services to p

Bradley: When | went out to Sangamotag, and we put the radio station on the air in
1975, in the studios we used relreel machines. | think, when | used that
technology, everybody understands what | mean bytoerglel. The reporters
were using portable, audio cassette machines todecw interviews. In the
studios, we were using cartridges, sahtained, plastic cartridge with
varying lengths of tape in it, forty seconds, seventy seconds, ninety seconds.
The sound bites would be recorded on those cartridges, and then, we would
insert them into a machine that had a slot in it. That cartridge would have a
number, and we would knowée

Reynolds:  Big, heavy cartridges. They were good size, | recall.
Bradley: Wel |l énow, there are two different Kkind
Reynolds:  Kind of, almost like eight tracks, sort of.

Bradley: Yeah, eight tracks, yeah, was one cartridge technology. Broadcast technology
was a little bit different, and cartridges, per se, were much lighter than the
eight track. In the eight track cassettes, they had a tapefin them, plus the
pressure roller was inside the cartridge. In the broadcast cartridge, the pressure
roller was in the cartridge machine and not in the cartridge itself. When you
inserted the cartridgeé

Reynolds: A more expensive machine.

Bradley: Yes When you inserted the cartridge into the slot, the pressure roller would
come up through a hole in the bottom of the cartridge and be that far from the
tape. Then, when you hit the start button, it would pinch the tape between the
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roller, the pressure Her and the cap stand and pull the tape, which was on a
continuous loop through the cartridge.

Ouir first foray into digital, at the radio station, this had some impact on
technology.

Reynolds:  You buying new equipment about every five years, you thinkpmething?

Bradley: Yeah. Well, in some casesé Once we got
much more rapid than that.

Reynolds: Whi ch would have been | ate 680s, early

Bradley: Yeah, sometimes annually. You needed to do it annually in order tagstay
speed. By that time, our budget in public radio and at the univ@ngibych
provided some financial supportto the stabdnh e budget s wer eno
keep up with the need. So, some of the equipment we had, we kept for
sometimes two, three, fouryé years. And then, finally, machines would just
physically breakdown. Or, the kind of technology it represented would just go
out of style, and you had no choice, but to get rid of it, abandon it, and buy
into the new because parts, then, became an iggaiable parts.

Reynolds:  So, like, for instance, the wire services, when you first started, they were
coming in off of aé

Bradley: Oh, they came in on a wire, into a teletype machine.
Reynolds:  Right. And it would just print out.

Bradley: And when mahines at the statié@none for UPI and one for Reutérand
these machines would just sit there and run twémiy hours a day, cranking
out paper. Every morning, when | would come in, | would have to wade
through this big pile of paper behind the machha had come in all night
|l ong and go through. And, what | didno
waste paper basket. There was humongous waste of paper in those days.

Reynolds:  So, how long before, then, they converted to computer delivery of thei
stories?

Bradley: Well, their method of delivery didnot
was, it created a software program that would receive the data stream that was
on the circuit and convert it and write it off to a hard drive on a computer. It
was the same data that went into the teletype machine and into a modem, |
guess, It as it was. And then the mode

Reynolds:  Over the phone lines, to begin with.

Bradley: Phone lines, yeah.
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Reynolds:  Did you see the Internet come in on that particularise before you left,
where they were delivering it over the

Bradley: The wire services never really delivered over the Internet on a ti@unty
seven basis. Initially, they delivered it on a phone line. And then, when
satellite technologgame along, they delivered the data stream over a satellite
link, both AP and UPI. What they were doing on a designated telephone
circuit, they were just doing over the

Reynolds: So, theyo6ére stild. dlohenyg dan 6otf fh aovfe ,a Isia
go to and, kind of, like, you know, all these guys that put all these stories out
on websitesDrudge Reportl guess, is an example.

Bradley: They began to make some of that content available on the web for some
statons. For example, if our satellite for AP went down, we lost the data
stream. But, then, AP would give us a website address, along with a user ID
and a password, then, to access the same content on the Internet. But AP
preferred that we use the sateltite st r i but ed data stream,
case.

Reynolds: So, the reliability of the I nternet, n
want to do away with the old system. The old system was just more efficient.

Bradley: Well, not only that, butfroom br oadcast point of view,
too much latency. Now, what | mean by that is, we learn that, as soon as you
said a word, if youdre going to transn
seconds before it got from point A, beforshibwed up at point B. Whereas,
wit héeé

Reynolds: Likeanemai | , t hat takes, you knowé

Bradley: Like, with satellite technology, keep in mind that you went up 22,500 miles to

ageosynchronousatellite, back down, then, to a receiving dish for 22,500
miles. There was a bit of a delay, less than half a second. But, with the
Il nternet, thereds al most twenty second

Reynolds:  For instance, you see a lot of the TV broadcasts trying to use Skype, or did |
get the right word?

Bradley: Yeah, Skype. Wello é

Reynolds: And ités real rough, still. l'toés stildl
Il nternet, isnd6t it? So, we havenodt r ea
Bradley: It requires tremendous bandwidth. The Internet is a creature thaficisnefy
is driven by the number of people using the Internet at any given time.
Because that | atency issue varies, son
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itdés very |l ong. With Skype, for exampl
from a h ondotsénebodyu est i o

Reynolds:  Same thing with the phone lines, over the Internet. You see the same kind of
thing, a delay.

Bradley: Exactly, yeah.

Reynolds: So, pretty much, thatdéds the evolution
actually broadcast, thenée

Bradley: Broadcast, yeah.
Reynolds:  Satellite is still the primary way that the signal goes out to everybody.

Bradley: FM stations now, in addition to broadcasting an analog signal, which is almost
in real time, are now doing a digital broadcast; ina digtabba d cast t her e
about an eight second delay, from the time you say a word until the digital
receiver broadcasts it.

Reynolds: I s that just the technology of recordi
digitally, versusé
Bradley: Il t 6 s t h eimatmabthe migital oohversion requires. To convert the

analog to digital, it takes eight seconds to make that conversion.

Reynolds: And ités the quality of the broadcast
youbve seen a | ot over the | asté

Bradley: | have, in terms of: from the news gathering point of view, we went from
audi o cassettes to portable, digital n

here to record this interview. Whereas, the audios recorded in a digital format
and stored on little #sh cards, or compact flash cards, that these digital
recorders use.

Reynolds: Do you see anything in the future coming up? Did you see any new trends
beginning to emerge as you were, kind of, wrapping up your career, in terms
of technology?

Bradley: You mentioned the Skype. Now, for radio, that offered a lot of possibilities in
terms of high quality audio. I n radi o,
video, although thatés a component of

technical quality of thaudio. The audio of the Skype is really very good. The
video leaves a lot to be desired, sometimes, most times, | suppose. But, the
guality of the audio is always very, very good. So, that became very attractive
to people like me who worked very hard tointain the technical, studio

quality of the audio product that we were broadcasting.
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Reynolds:  In terms of collecting the news, you said you still got your news directly from
the satellite feeds. Did the Internet play a role in terms of looking at, ti&e, t
New York Timesews side or some of these places where they put stories
together, like thdrudge Report s t he only thing | 6m thi
momend all he had is a political point of view. Did the Internet make it
easier to build news reports, erins of using those kind of resources?

Bradley: Yes, in terms of, for example, Illinois Public Radio today does not use the
satellite technology to the degree that it did in the very beginning, simply
because much of what is done in our coverage at tteetsiase, for example,
is reporters covering, capturing audio interviews, debates, news conferences.
They edit the audio down. They package a report. And now, instead of
distributing that at a fixed time, 5:30 every morning or 3:30 every afternoon,
in a feed, we now use the Internet to upload that packaged report to an audio
server. The studios are at WUIS. The stations, then, can access that audio over
the Internet, using a user ID name and a password to get access to it. And on
the server, | arranged fewery station to have their own, individual, folder on
the audio server.

Reynolds:  So, the Internet has improved your delivery of content.

Bradley: Yes. So, when those stations want to offer a story, they upload that to their
folder onthe IPR serverinWUS 6 s st udi o. Armdvehallee n, t h
alistsery, where we can communicate among ourselves privately, just

members of the Il linois Public Radi o S
kind of 1ike, | suppose, a Tusudlya er or
very brief message. Wedll say, aAaWell,
governoro6s news conference on the tax

Reynolds: Theyoél | go out and |l ook at the I nterne
anythingt hey havenodét wused?

Bradley: | think all of the stations, now, are learningnd we di@ to keep the listerv
running in the background, so that, when a message from a station came into
thelistsery, you saw it when it popped up. You could look at it rigliagt
because you might be sitting there waiting for whatever it is the station is
working on. The stations use it to communicate among themselves too.
Theyol |l é

Reynolds: Share stories andé

Bradley: ewell, share stories, buationsare soveringmake i
on a given day. They may see, on the rundown on the wire service, that certain
things are going on somewhere around the state in a given day. And maybe,
Chicago or Springfield or Carbondale w
coveringthegoer nor at Caterpillar?06 Then t he
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or Bradley, WCBU, if they were planning to cover that event that day, they
would just answer, AYeah wedre going t

It just improves communications tremendously.

Yeah. And it really became very helpful, in terms of individual planning in the
individual news rooms.

Did you see any of this issue of all this information out on the Internet, much

of which is not very reliable at times? Did that come il&y @t all? Were

you getting, looking for, sources of news that presented questionable quality?

Or did you have to doubt things that c
see that every day on the cable statio
andhae t o apol ogize for it a couple of

No, that was never an issue with us because we never relied on that kind of
information as a primary source. Rather, we would read it for its entertainment
value. (laugh)

That became story.

Yeah, a lot of times it did. My view was, they were not reliable sources. We

had our standard reliable sources. One of which we relied upon a great deal

was the individual public radio reporters and the individual public radio

statonsm t he state. From NPRO6s perspectiv
the reporters in the member stations. Those were our primary sources for the

wire service, where we monitored what the newspapers were saying, because,

with the advent of the Internet, thesere able to provide updates, really on

virtually a real time basis. So, we relied a lot upon newspapers that were doing

t hat . But, blogs, no, not wunl essé

It became the story, you know, somebod
Even the Matt Drudge stuff, | never walsle to bring myself to accept tbat

Because, |l ord knows, t he sources on th
sources, but others of them are who knows what?

Now | Csapaliax for example, that Rich Miller runs. In the very

beginning my sense was that it was very much like a kind of gossip. | think

t hat was how Rich initially operated.
became very, very good and very, very independent, confidential.

And he was an example of somebody wisi had a website, was kind of
blogging.

Yeah, but now, | think, he is considered to be a primary source, a reliable
source.
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Reynolds: That 6d be an example of somebody who r
the point where ités |l egitimate.

Bradley: And he is identified as a source, for attribution.

Reynolds:  Right. Last couple of questions: The transition from SSU to UIS, | mean, and
to the University of lllinois system. How did that go? Was that a pleasant
situation? It was, obviously, it ipnroved, or it probably improved your status a
little bit to be a part of the University of Illinois system. Did it cause the radio

station anyéor was it pretty much busi
whatever?

Bradley: Initially, it was business as usual.dfact that we became a campus of the
University of IIllinois, when | | ook ba

view it, at that time, as any kind of issue. But, there were one, maybe two,
instances where efforts were made by the broadcast operattbe tirbana
campus to grab the station here and claim ownership of it.

Reynolds:  Sort of reorganize you into their structure?

Bradley: Yes. There were at least two different instances when that happened. One was
when the president of the campus Berewas in a tight budgetary situatién
of fered the station up. The view was t

Reynolds:  As a money saving situation.

Bradley: Yes, because, you know, there was almost a million a year, | think was the
figure, that was goingé

Reynolds: Coul d be saved or é

Bradley: Could be saved, yeah. Now, part of that wakiimd because, where the
station is located in a universibwwned building, we were using the
universityos wutilities: natwural gas an

site, the rural electric bibbut there, the university picked up as a part of their
utility bill, annually, and not an amount that was charged back to the radio
station.

The idea was that the control, programming and management of the
station would pass to the University of lllindisoadcast operation because
they, after all, had the reputation of owning and operating an AM station, an
FM station and a TV station. The savings, by taking over the operation here,
would be that they could lay off everybody, except the news departiient.
news department, then, would be left here to cover just the state house.

Reynolds:  So, essentially they get a Statehouse Bureau out of the deal.

Bradley: Well, the bureau would, in fact, become theirs, yes.
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Whi ¢ h, maybe, I cso vseot needt hfionrg ytehaerysdé da ny wa
| think that would probably be the case. But, | think the management of that

kind of thinking no longer exists over at Champaligyana.

Plus, you know, the very nature of what public radio is has chanigéd a

When people in our listening area became aware of what was on the table and
being discusse&i and there were a lot of back and forth discusgiomse of

things that was going to happen would be that this station would lose its local
Springfield identity It would lose the staff that was put in place to look after

and program the station, provide programming in the Springfield area for the
Springfield area audience, because all that prograndmiing intent was to

move that over to Urbana and put all thegsgamming they were doing on

their AM station on 91.9, here in the Springfield area.

It would consolidate the budgetsio$o, they could, then, you know, decide
who gets what resources. Would it have consolidated your fundraising
activities and thse kind of things also?

Yeah. But |l &m not aware that t herebds t

It was just entertaining during the transition.
Yes, yes.

Well good. You also ended up as part of the CenteBtate Policy
Leadership, is that correct, or do | have that right?

Yes.

How did thatédoes that work out pretty

Yeah, that was really just a place to put the radio station.
Where were you before?

Wel | é

Did you have an independent situation?

No, we were always, essentially, in a unit that had all of the public affairs
mediarelated elements.

Like the Paul Simon Program and those kind of things?

Well, no. Wewee never | ocat edé

So, you werenot part of an academic ptr
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No, no. Efforts were made someti mes, a
see that as being in the best interests of the radio station because, in an

academic program, theanmuni cati ons program woul d
was that would be used to let students operate the radio station, hav@hands

operate the radio station, lay off the ftithe people. Doing that would take

full-time employment down below the mandatoryimum of five

employees, which the Corporation for Public Broadcasting required to receive
federal funds.

We already discussed that, that the university never had a sort of
broadcastingelated program.

Exactly. Whereas at Carbondale amsexample, their radio station is a hands

on operation. And same way at Edwardsville, their radio station is a-bands
operation for student s-TVprag@amwitain par t of
the college of communications down there.

The eorganization into this grodpwhich, | thinkd does that also have the
lllinois Time®

lllinois Issuesa magazine, the radio station. UIS has a very professional TV
production facility, which is a part of that unit. That facility, once upon a time,
operated the local community access channel. Then, when Comcast bought

out the local cable system, they terminated that contract and started taking

care of operating the local community access channel themselves. The

university, then, lost that fundinguB that was a part of that unit. Then

thereds the | egislative internship pro

So, the actual internships are in the

éyeah, the | egadi ts@sudalels pdeerptaradionetnhti s

ltds sort of an applied thing.
Yeah.

So, everything that has to do with putting people in state government and
servicing state government, is all under this center.

The radio station ankllinois Issuesmagazinewvere both founded and

established in 1975. When the station went on the air at that time, it and the
magazine were a part of what was called the Division of University Relations.

Al so, within that division toas the uni
Essentially, thatdéds where the radio st
affairs, university affairs, community affairs kind of department, within the

greater university organization.
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Reynolds:  One of the things | had mentioned: some of thelewac people that are part
of this policy center that appeared\Washington Weesnd thdllinois Issues
people would also, sort of, appear on
promoting all of any research that was going on. And they do, | think, a
survey every year, as | recall. You could bring them in and have them talk
about that and that kind of thing.

Bradley: There was a period of time for example, Chris, when the eafitdinois
Issuesmagazinewas a regular member of ti¢ate Week in Revigpanel. |
dondét think that iseé

Reynolds:  You said Peggy Boyer was there for a long time.

Bradley: Well, Peggy, see, was a Statehouse Bureau Chief, my first one, at WSSR,
well, now WUIS. She was there for two or three years, then left, but then
cameback n 689 or 690 for another two or
Bureau Chief. And then, she wentllimois Issuesmagazine When she went
over tolllinois Issuesmagazingshe was oistate Weeln Reviewas
Statehouse Bureau Chief, a staff member ofdlé station. | just carried her
over, as editor of the magazine, to be on the program. The Statehouse Bureau
Chief of WUIS is a regular on the program.

Reynolds:  Whoever that might be over the years.
Bradley: Well, right now ités Sean Crawford.

Reynolds:  Right. So, it sounds like the arrangement is pretty good. Actually, | think, was
it an attempt by the university to organize their, sort of, public affairs stuff,
more so, under a center? Since they are broadening out beyond, the whole
mission, being puld affairs, this sort of focused that in a center that would
concentrate on state government and research related to state government.

Bradley: If memory serves me, there is not a whole lot of hard dollars that goes into the
operation of this center.

Reyrolds: The faculty is paid for through their regular academic program.

Bradley: Well, they have a joint appointment. Almost all of the money that operates the
center is soft money, money thatods rai
the radio station,w&n. We get a grant from the lllinois Public Broadcasting
Counsel. We get a grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and
listener contributions. We sell underwriting to businesses, organizations.
Whatever, theyé

Reynolds: SeemsmorelikeaUnivern ty of Il linois sort of mo

Bradley: Yeah.
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ébecauda, veeresi ty of Il linois, you di

activity to try to get state agency grants out at Sangamon State University.
There wasnot .

Youodd Igere aratritto get somebody interested in what you were
doing, and there was nobody interested in it.

| was at the radio station for, what, ten or eleven years before it was merged in
with the U of | system. One of the things that became realbarent a short

period of time after the merger, was we lost a family feeling on the campus.
When we were Sangamon State there was, really, among the faculty and the
staff and the students, a cldsat family-like environment. And well,
bureaucracywasknd of a | ai d backéwell, you
tomorrow. But, there was not a lot of worry about the bureaucracy. But when
we became a part of the University of lllinois, they were ingrained with this,
make sure you got all the dots there,phe r i ods and all the

|l tds the bureaucrats over there.
Yeah. Well, exactly, yeah.

Final question. You recently received an award, the Lee Award, which is
given toé

Oh, that was in 2005.

Tell us alout what the award was for and how you ended up getting it and
some of the people that have maybe gotten it in the past. Did someone
nominate you, or how did that happen?

Thatos an award thatoés given by the
a national organization of public radio news directors. | was a charter member
of that organization in 1985. There was a small group of us in the country who
put together the organization, and,
were an associatiolVe incorporated, and then, set up an officer, president,
vice president structure. It was a pretty lo&né operation in the early days.

One of the charter members was a fellow by the name of Leo Lee, who ran a
public radio school on the west coastekd to go back and look at his origin.

It was called Western Public Radio. It was an academic unit, if | recall right.
But Leo Lee also did some reporting in the early days of national public radio.
Anyway, the Public Radio News Directors Organizationi®istaed this

annual award to identify and honor an individual who made outstanding,
significant contributions to the journalistic aspect of public radio in America.
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Reynolds: S o, really, you werenodt awardead for yo
seting up the network, the station and all thatut for purely reporting type
things?

Bradley: But, the association also viewed the establishment ofapclike lllinois
Public Radio, as a contribution to try

lllinois and what it had the capability of doing in its reporting, the kind of
reporting that it was doing.

So, somebody, | think one of the news directors from one of the
lllinois stations, nominated me. Then, the steering committee and the board of
directors of tle national organization, then, had to pass judgment on the
nomination and awarded me the Leo C. Lee Award in 2005, which was the
twentieth anniversary of the existence or founding of PRNDI, as we call it.
That was held back in Chicago, which was the dituo first organization
meeting, back in 1985.

So, yeah. Some of the other recipients included Bill Buzenberg, who was the
news director in National Public Radio for a number of years and later went
on to run the news organization in Minnesota Public®adi | r a Gl ass é

Reynolds: A very popular NPR show.

Bradley: é o fThis American LifeLinda Wertheimer, who was a congressional
correspondent and later a hosiif Things Consideredn National Public
Radi o. Gosh, I donodot thaevwerdt he | i st in

Reynolds: Lots of theménames you would recogni ze

Bradley: Yes, Il was very proud of that award be
quite frankly, because all my years at the radio station, | made an effort to
bring publicity, professionalism fdhe station, not for Rich Bradley, but for
the kids who worked there, the people who worked therdifod, and for the
news department and for the-gp, the lllinois Public Radio Gop, was to
bring a favorable, professional light to shine on albhef ¢ollective efforts,
but proud too of the award that 106d go

Reynolds: Congratul ations for the great career.
interview right now. | hope we can have future interviews, talking more about
politics and some of thgubernatorial administrations. But, thanks again. |
appreciate it, Rich.

Bradley: Thank you.

(end of interview session 3 #4 continues)
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