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DePue: Today is Friday, March 14, 2010. My name is Mark DeRiesctor ofOral
History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librafyo d a y , Il 6m in
Deerfield, lllinois, starting an interviewith David Gilbert. Good morning.

Gilbert: Good morning, Mark.

DePue: Wedbre in your home, but | understand vy

Gilbert: Wedbre I ooking forward to moving downt o
out of t he ne sdbwhatsvewantéo@o feraghile. ng t o

DePue: (laughter) 1 6&dm sure youbre |l ooking for

maybe not the move itself, huh?

Gilbert: | am looking forward to being back downtown in the greatest city of the
United Stawres, thatoés for s

DePue: Do you prefer Dave or David?

Gilbert: Dave is fine.

DePue: Letébs talk about when and where you we
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| was born in Peru, Indiana, in 1940, June 21. Peru is the county seat of Miami
County. I t 6s about flig, fightyn thenhedrteo6 nor t h o

|l ndiana. | tell frienda, bhabhdthbkepatal
Count ymuihMiGounty, 0 and we have similar
llinoisd nVa-genao and ANVNOénamndofiG&ayo, 0 and
forth.

fA henso instead of ifAt hens. O

Right. (laughs)

The reason weodre talking to you is bec
administration, and were Jim Thompsono
years, especially intheearyyeda . So webdre going to hav
stories to talk about ovdhave Tekmermae xt c O
l'ittle bit about yourself, though. Let

My father grew up on a farm in Chili, Indiana. My parehbth grew up on

farms, and each of thémRobert L. Gilbert and Mae L. Gilbert; May Lucille

Rife was her maiden naewvere the first in their families to go to college.

They both graduated from colleges in Indiana. My mother graduated from

Indiana CentralMy father graduated from Manchester College in Indiana,

then went on and got the post degree at Indiana Central, and he had two
masterds degrees in education, one fro
Purdue University. Great rivalries between the schawmid,he had degrees

from both of them.

Which way did he lean?

(laughter) You know, Il really dondt kn
whom. When it came to the old GakBucket which is the annual football

game between Indiana and Purdue, r eal | y dondt know whi
down on. I always came down on I ndiana

work at Indiana.
Where in that series of educational steps your dad was taking were you born?

| was born in 1940, and my fathend mother had been married about five
years earlier. He had just completed his graduate work from Indiana
University and was teaching high school at Peru High ScHawting the

summer he worked at a cannery, which was a very difficult job. But here he
was, a high school teacher, teaching United States history in Peru, Indiana, in
1940, and

And you say heds got a masterdés degr ece
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Gilbert: He has a mastero6s degree. And during t
he just had a blueollar, hardlabor job at a cannery, canning peas and things
like that, working long hours.

DePue: Being born in 1940, the inevitable question is what happened to your father
during the war?

Gilbert: He would have been drafted intmebout 109
my family had moved to Winona Lake, Indiana. My dad had a job offered to
him as superintendent of schools in Riley, Indiana, which is near Terre Haute.
And because of that job as superintendent of schools in Riley, Indiana, he was
given an educationaleferment when his draftumbercame up to go into the
navy. But [ 611 née lwasrabofit foour gears oldt Mye day t h
mother went to the phone. | remember it just like it was yesterday. And all of
a sudden she started crying. | knew it was nty@athe phone, because when

she answered the phone she said, AHI,
she started crying, and | said, A What 6
ADaddy doesndét have to go to war.o

A few years later the pieces were pagether, and | found out it was
because of his educational deferment. During the war years, education was
one of the top priorities in this country, where deferments were given. They
couldnét recruit teachers becadse so n
off to war, especially the boys. A lot of fighting men from what we now
regard as the greatest generation were sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, even
though you had to be eighteen years old to get into the armed services. A lot
of them lied about theirge, or misrepresented the facts, and were able to go.
So that was my fatherds reason for not
He then went on to Cambridge City, Indiana, in 1945, and became a
superintendent of schools at Cambridge City, which included a few small
towns around there. At the time we lived in Pershing, Indiana, in a small town
one mile away from Cambridge City. Pershing, Indiana, was originally named

East Germantown, and durdng the war so
DePue: During the First World War, | guess.
Gilbert: (laughter) The townds named was change

went back to visit Pershing, and on the sign going into the littledoitvn
couldndét be more dtihamad@qQ drPe3 Ghi magqpll
known as Ea s tnd&atnawalaimsdetmnames. a

DePue: Did you have any siblings?

Gilbert: | do. | hadfour siblings: an older sister, Roberta, who now is a psychiatrist
and living in Florid@® she did live in the Washington, D.C. adehas
authored a number of books on pstry, family relationships, and things
like that.
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Is she retired now?

No, sheds still conducting seminars, a
am. I mthreee so sha woyld be about sevesitg v e n . But sheos
very active, egn in her later years. Probably other people would be retired,

but not Robbié her nickname is Robbie. Very interesting person. | was

second in line, and | was the oldest son of three boys. My next sibling is my
brother Jan. Jano $eiaratired, artd Bveddos manyng c har
years in California, now living in Maryland. But he and his wife, after

graduating from Grace College, in Winona Lake, Indiana, went to Africa to

teach in an American high school, English high school in Kinshasa, which

used to be the Congo. Next in line would be my brother Steve. Steve lived in
Centralia, Illinois. He founded a couple of companies down there.

Unfortunately, about five years ago he and his two granddaughters were killed

in an automobile/train accident atr@ssing that he had crossed hundreds of
times, and itbés still a mystery to thi
wonderful guy. If [Rush] Limbaugh is the arcbnservative of our time, my

brother was even probably a little bit to the right of Limbaudgwas a

character, and he and | used to exchange many, many emails debating politics

and so forth. But wonderful guy, and | miss him greaflyen last, and
certainly not least, is my Ilittle sist
husband live iMaryland.

h
0

Was the family religious when you were growing up?

My family was very religious. My parents, | think soon after they were
married, were born again Christians, and we were raised in very fundamental
Christian home3 no drinking, nodancing, no smoking, no going with girls

that did. And out of that fundamental Christian background, as soon as | had
the chance I, of course, went the other way, (laughs) which is not an
uncommon story.

When we first met, | had the impression ydather was a pastor somewhere
along the line.

He was. After being a superintendent at Cambridge City School District, he

was recruited to be headmaster of Wheaton Academy, which is a private

Christian high school outside of Wheaton, lllinois. \Mas the headmaster

there for four years, and from there he made the leap into the ministry and
became the pastor of the First Baptist
sure of all that happened during that time. He was offered a teaching position

at Whaton College, but, as he told me at the time, he felt called by the Lord

to take the pastordéds position in Wheat

How old was he at that time?
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Gilbert: | was in eighth grade, s he mustove b
DePue: How would you describe &ipersonality?
Gilbert: My father was a very bright man, intellectually. He read a lot. He was an

unbelievable family man. He took his work very seriously, but at the same
time, coming out of a farming life as a yowstgr and a teenager, he knew a lot
abou everything. | mean, he was a very handy man. He taught me things
about carpentry and things | i ke that,
gotten from their paremdsor maybe t hey woulddéve in n
that standpoint, he was a wonderful mie also took us on family vacations.
We went to Bemidji, Minnesota, and | caught my first northern pike as a kid
up in Bemidiji.
We were a closé&nit family. My mother, who graduated cum laude from
[llinois Central College, was a very bright persbuat she put her career on
the side to raise her five kids. Then later on, after we had got into school, she
went back to teaching. But my dad was very consumed with his work, so I did
not see him a lot during the day. | never saw him during the day. Bigat
we did have family time, and with five kids if | would be acting up, or any of
my brothers or sisters, those famous w
your father gets home. o0 (laughs)

DePue: So your dad was the disciplinarian?
Gilbert: Hewasadiscp!| i nar i an, he was, and | dondt
good disciplinarian. He was an honest

so there were no issues with alcohol or anything like that. But later on in
lifed 1 must 6ve beseme mynd alt ehdd faital k. H e

son, as | |l ook back over the years, 0 a
Il had never seen my father cry in al/|l
thereds one regret | hmeeh@eneframtmywsk t hat
as a minister, as a pastor, and | was
father that | shoulddve been. o0 And of

cheeks, to hear him say something like that. It was kind of a mutual
forgiveness oéach other. Some things that | felt | had been denied because of
his strict religious beliefs all kind of went out the window and made sense

after that.
DePue: Were you the typical preachero6s kid?
Gilbert: |l was a typical preacher ds ki d. | was
DePue What does that mean?

'Born November 9, 1911, Rev. Robert Gilbert became paé¢
Me mor y: Dr . Ro b eState AsGocidtioneofr Ftee \Will Baptists, Macch & 2009,
http://www.ilfwb.org/2009/03/drobertgilbert/.
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Gilbert: (laughs) It means that you grow up 1in
kid, you are being looked at by all the members of the church. If you did
things that normal kids do as youngsters or teenagers, kind of the Jthéh o
church would come down on our family, and my dad would hear about it.

DePue: Well, a | ot of times you hear that pre

theydore the ones that are kicking up t
Gilbert: That probably happened more with myuygest brother, Steve. He and my

father did not talk for a few years, but they eventually became very close in

the latter days. But that wagah issugn my caseOnce | got out of college

and went to Indiana University, | just went my own way and tlemaime a

newspaper reporter for tAgibune And after that, there was a great deal of

pridein my father and my mother of the work that | was doing. But | had

established my own lifestyle and my own place.

DePue: Once you got out from the house, were yoliiavolved with the church?

Gilbert: No. I was involved with the church through college, but when | graduated
from Grace College in Winona Lake, Indiana, and before | went to Indiana
University, that probably was the break from the church for me. B
came back; it never diminished my faith in God, through all of that. | always
had a strong belief in God, and | knew he was my creator. | knew he had a
plan for my life, and that all this stuff that happened through my life was part

of the plan.
DePLe: Tell me a little bit more about your mother, her personality.
Gilbert: My mother was a very creative person. She graduated from Indiana Central

with two majors, one in art and one in music. During one little family

vacation, we were on the Ohio River@incinnati; took a trip on thBelta

Queen which was one of the old paddle wheelers up and down the Ohio
River. When we got off the ba&atg o s h | must bébve been fiwv
the time& the Cincinnati Opera was having a rehearsal for their summer
concert series, and she took me in to the opera. We more or less just walked
in, sat down. And | developed a love of classical music, which | recently have
kind of developed a love for since. But even during my growing up years and
at Indiana University, wibh had a great school of opera, that was very
important to me, and | realized it was because of that one experience that my
mother had given me. Naturally, she emphasized drawing and singing,
musi@ she would play the piano. Our family would sing. We waildy the

old gospel hymns. We would sing secular songs, as well. But that was part of
our family time, growing up. It was a lot of fun. We all sang in church. We
sang in church choirs. | sang in school choirs, and never thought twice about
it, because tlsiwas part of my DNA. (laughter)

DePue: You have a good voice?
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Gilbert: | used to.
DePue: Baritone? Bass?
Gilbert: Baritone and bass. But those were good times. Back to the religious part of my

parents: in Pershing, Indiana, my mother started a littlesafteol Bible
class, just for the kids in the neighborhood. And there were probably fifteen or
twenty kids that would come to our house once a week, and she did
flannelgraphs. She made most of the figures herself, and she would tell little
Bible stories ad put them on a flanna&lraped board about the size of a
bulletin board, on a little easel. And she would tell the story about Noah and
the ark, or David and Goliath. The David and Goliath stories, of course, were
my favorites. But there were kids in thdible study groups who | had
contact with later in life, who, as a result of those classes, became believers
and became churchgoers. They say it changed their life. So you never know
when that little spark is going to be lit that will change your life.dAmy
parents could tell hundreds and hundreds of stories about people who they
have led to the Lord, or who became believers, as a result of their ministry,
both in the church and outside of the church.

Both of my parents were very open in terms af lbame. We always had
someone not in our family living in our hodsa kid who was on hard times,

a kid who had run away from home, a cl
Academy who couldnét afford to |ive at
my sister wehto Wheaton College; we had a classmate of hers who lived

with us in our house because she could

a dorm. But our home was always open, always interesting, lot of discussion.
And my mother was always a part of tHahe was always very welcoming,
AOf course, come on in. Of course you
At the same time, she kind of followed the strict, fundamental teachings of
the Bible, that a woman should serve her husband, and she lived that to the
fullest. She not only helped my father in his work, but later on, the last career
my father had was foreign secretary for Baptist Migsions. In that role, he
was responsible for the mission work that went on for the Baptist church
throughout the world. And | cently came across a letter that my mother had
written afterthe two of thentravelledto India and to Africa and places like
that, and Israel. They were in Israel in 1978, | think. It was during one of the
war years in Israel. They just had a fascinatifeg But she was always the
helper, and just a brilliant, creative person in her own right.

DePue: Which one of these two do you take after most?
Gilbert: (laughs) Both. Thereds a creative side
love art. I love ma i c . I have a fascination with

all over the world, and | know that love of art was because of my mom. My
dad was a great facilitator. He was a negotiator. If a husband and a wife in his
church were having problems, he a lotiofes brought them back together.

My mother wrote in one of her letters on their foreign trips that he had to go
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into India. They were opening up a new mission work, and he had to see the
minister of education or someone like that. And he was told thaudlly

took four or five days, even, to get an appointment with this man. He not only
got in the first day that he weéhtand he says it was because God was opening
doors for hind but he also met with this man for a couple of hours, who
approved the missiowork that others had said was very unlikely to happen.
So he was a great negotiator, facilitator, and | think | picked up some of those
skills from him as well.

DePue: Wedbve talked a little bit about the sc
some nore of that, was politics ever discussed around the dinner table or at
home?

Gilbert: It was. The first political remembrance | have was when we lived in Riley,

Indiana, and | was probably abowtsfyears old. Franklin Roosevelt,

President Roosevelt, digd remember a lot of discussion. My parents were
always Republ i cans. -inithewoolRépdblicars, bt al | t h
they were Republicans. Growing up on farm communities, | think they came

out of Republican f ami |l hatgoesbackomme ds a
mot her 6s si de egfeatgrandfatharbwho/foughyin tgerCevib t

War and met Abraham Lincoln. Thereds a
Lincoln. o6 So that was dtitseiurssbrpiongitng su
my father was all that sad that Roosevelt had died. | think he had some issues
with some of Rooseveltodés programs, alt
certainly one of the greatest f@grr esi den
Barry Goldwater and strict Repuldit tickets down the line. But we would

discuss foreign affairs. Being a history major in college and a history teacher,

he was always interested in history, so politics was part of our dinner table

discussions.
DePue: Was it something you were intereste@ i
Gilbert: Yeah, yeah. When | went to Grace College in Winona Lake, Indiana, | went as

a history major, and the only reason | did was because my dad was a history
major. Then | decided that | wanted to be a lawyer, but it was during that time
that | got nterested in journalism and pursued that path.

DePue: | did want to talk a little bit about your high school years. Where were you
when you went to high school?

Gilbert: My first two years of high school | went to Wheaton Community High School
in Wheaton]llinois, a school | still love and revere. It is now Wheaton
Warrenville South High School. That high school produced a lot of
memorable characters, most notably were: Red Grange, number sesresty
for the University of lllinois, for the Chicago Beakse was known as the

2 Roosevelt died April 12, 1945.
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Wheaton Iceman, because his father delivered ice back in the day. He had two
homes in Wheaton, and, being his son, he grew up carrying these huge blocks

of i1 ce, delivering with his dad. That 0
sofast and powerful, and one of the greatest football players this state or the
Chicago Bears ever knew. Bob Woodward was a graduate of Wheaton High

School. [Edwin] Hubble, who developed the Hubble space scope, which has

led to so many fantastic discoverigsaduated from Wheaton High School.

John Belushi graduated from Wheaton High School.

DePue: (laughs) Those are two different kind of personalities.

Gilbert: Dave Gilbert! No. (laughs) 1 didnodét gr
loved the school. At #nend of mg

DePue: Is that a private or public school?

Gilbert: |l tds a public school. During that ti me

Church in Wheaton. And then he was called to become pastor of Bethel
Baptist Church in Erie, Pennsylvania. He eanome one day and informed us
that we were moving to Erie, and it crushed me. | was playing varsity football
and basketball as a sophomore. | felt | had probably good opportunities to
excel in both those sports at Wheaton, and go on from there, andhel of
sudden | was taken out from my best friends, the sports | loved, the coaches
who | idolized, and so forth, and we moved to Erie. The parents of friends of
mine during that time offered for me to stay in Wheaton and continue on
there, but my parentswol d nét have that at all. So,
to Erie, and went on and graduated from Strong Vincent High School in Erie,
which was a school that  &u know, | made many friends, and just went

back to my fiftieth high school reunion a few years.dgat when | look back

at my high school years, Wheaton High School was my school; Strong
Vincent kind of came in second.

DePue: Did you do any other extracurricular activities in either of these schools?

Gilbert: Sports really took up most of my time.Xcelled mostly in basketball,
football, and track. | did play baseball, but track was my springtime sport.

DePue: And you already mentioned one of your favorite subjects was history?
Gilbert: Yes.

DePue: At that time in your life, what did you think you wd to do?

Gilbert: | really had no idea. Probably, when | was a senior in high school at Strong

Vincent, | began to have my great awakening. | read Ayn Résties

Shruggedand the Ayn Rand books. | read Thomas Woffe, u Can 6t Go
Home Againl readDeah in a Family | started reading Ernest Hemingway.

And those years, those reading experiences, kind of caused me to start
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thinking about what | wanted to do 1in
that point in time, but what it did create in me vaasawareness that there was

a huge world out there that | had not experienced, had not seen, and that |

wanted to in some fashion. And that thread carried through my life probably

until today.

DePue: (laughs) Wel |, I h o p e ningopdirdt for youswhétt ne c e
did your dad think you should be doing?

Gilbert: He wanted me to be a minister. There was no doubt about that.

DePue: Was he putting some pressure on you to do that?

Gilbert: I wouldndét say pressur e antedmetd d.tAndme kno
that s how | ended up at Grace Coll ege
two or three thousand students in central Indiana.

DePue: A Baptist school?

Gilbert: It was a Church of the Brethren school, which is very similar to Baptist. B
no drinking, no dancing, no smoking.

but we probably did, just like Wheaton College did up until a few years ago.
DePue: A pledge not to do those things?

Gilbert: Not to drink and dance. They even frowned on goangovies back in the
day. | kind of snuck off and went to my movies, and when | would visit my
friends over summer vacations | was known to have a beer or two. | hope the
people at Grace College would forgive me now for saying that. (laughter) But
my sefor year at Grace College was when | decided kind of what | wanted to
do in life. I had been a history major, planning to go on to law school. During
my junior year | was complaining about the student newspaper at Grace
College called th&ounding Boardl think | kept harping to my roommate,
AWhat a rag this is! They never w
what ever. o0 And one day he just ha
you dondét | i ke the student netwwspht
And being kind of a cocky person
to the faculty adviser for the student newspaper, Efddarris, and | said,
AMi ss Norris, any chance | could get o
A Why, s uknosv]itavas\asmall school. So she gave me some writing
assignment s, reporting assignments, an
thought it would be. But | developed a real love for writing and for
journalism. My senior year, | was named editor of tluelent paper, and it
was fun. It was a lot of fun.

DePue: Which part did you enjoy the most, the writing or the investigation and the
research side of it?

10
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Gilbert: Both. And | liked the editing part of it too. | liked being able to talk to my
staff about hings that we could cover, and how we could kind of raise the
|l evel of reporting. I dondot think the
or liberal voice that | thought it should be, even when | was there. But during
my senior year, mydad and I talked and he said, Al just
because of your ski s, that you shoul
not getting the sa feelings myself
favor?o0o | said, AWhat 6s tohkeminaPypat And h
| east for a year, and see what you t
agreed to do that. So before | went to Indiana University | went to Grace
Theological Seminary for one year.

e
hi

DePue: And that was after youdd graduated.
Gilbert After | graduated from Grace College.

DePue: | want to get a couple dates in here. You graduated from high school in 1958
Gilbert: Right, mmhmm.

DePue: This is the time when the draft is goi
men are going to do sathing as far as the military is concerned. And it
sounds | i ke you didndét have any inter
Coll ege, and | assume you graduated f

Gilbert: Actualll ydonéoet3 t hi nk t he dr atfwasavdeaws | nv o
years later.

DePue: There woul dbdébve been tons of defer ment s
need all the people.

Gilbert: Right.
DePue: So you woulddébve had a student defer men

Gilbert: | had a student deferment, whenever that caboeplay. And then | went to
Grace Theological Seminary for a year, continued my deferment at the end of
my first year in seminary, which | must say | enjoyed thoroughly parts of it.
(DePue laughs) | took a semester of Greek. | took a semester of Hebrew.
found my course about the life of Jesus the most interesting. What a
fascinating character he wastill believe to this day he was the most
influential person wdasareslvoéhislif€eonved on
this Earth, the course ofdtory has changed, and so many things have
happened.
At the end of that first year in seminary, where | still was involved with the
student newspap&wr i t i ng, but notdldalledmmyrdade di t or
and | said, AYou knhowt aD&do ISot hhienk | we
Pennsylvania, came to visit, and we took a walk when he got to town. | went

11
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to one of my favorite places, which was around a little pond, and there was a
tree, which | used to go and sit under and read and things. Myndadagent
out there, and | told him just what my experience had been in seminary, what

my thoughts were. And | said, Al ove en
called to be a minister, to go into the ministry. | do feel that | want to go into
journalisml want to study more, and | 6d k
And Miss Norris had written a recommendation for me &t 1U

They had a journalism school there?

Yeah, one of the best in the country. Ernie Pyle School of Journalism.

Oh, my.

Ernie Pyle, the great war correspondent.

Yeah, and especially at that ti mefr ame
It certainly did resonate.

| wonder how you were paying for these five years of school.

My parens paid for a lot of it. | worked. One year my brother and | formed a
painting company, Gilbert Brotherso6 Pa
and we painted houses. | paid for one year in school just from that summer of

work. Soon after that, my parent®ved to Gary, Indiana. My dad took a

pastoate atGlen Park Baptist Church, and so | went there. It was the summer

before | went to graduate school, and | worked the night shift, the midnight

shift, at U.S. Steel Company, and saved almost enough mopay for my

first year of graduate school at IU. Then | got a scholarship at IU, and that

paid for the rest of my graduate school.

At this timeframe, youbre going from C

into Indiana. How would you describe yquolitical philosophy or political
views?

| would say | was a conservative Republican, based on my history teachers
and political science teachers at Grace College. They were Republicans. One
of them was probably a John Bircher, which was realiytd the right. And

then when | we nt to I ndiana, I wasnot

years, but | did remain a Republican. Some of my buddies were law school
students at Indiana, and some of them were Republicans, some were
Democrats. We wdd sit up nights drinking pitchers of beer and talking
politics. It was always an interesting topic for me.

What kind of journalism were you drawn to? Were you looking at the political
side, or business, or sports?

12
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Gilbert: The dean of the IndianacBool of Journalism was a man named John
Stempel. Stempel was a retired journalist working in New York City. He
worked at théNew YorkHeraldd | 6 m not sur e;NewYotkhi nk it
Herald.® Very wise man, very aware of the world. | always looked atvkiti
a lot of admiration. He and | developed a friendship, and he was the one that
leveraged the scholarship for me to finish up my graduate work, although |
didndt get my masterd6s degseebbechahaed

another story. Butwhen was | eaving I ndiana, Profe
Gil bert, what are you going to do now?
newspaper. o0 He said, AWhat kind of a |
doyoumea? 0 He sai d, i Thenmge yoacargointwo ways

advertising and probably make the most
life, or you can go into editorial and probably have the most fun, the most
exciting time of your I|Iife that youodll
it; 1 édm going into editorial. o (laught e
| soon applied to th€hicago Tribunenot having ever worked for a

newspaper, other than tBaily Studentt Indiana. | interviewed with a man

named Russell MacFaknd Russell MacFall was an Indiana graduao he

|l i ked I ndiana student s. He told me, Y
you a job, but you just dondét have eno
get you a job at City News Bureau. 0 AN

DePue: Is that anewspaper or a position?

Gilbert: City News Bureau was a local wire service in Chicago, owned by all four
daily newspapers in Chicagahe Chicago TribuneChi cagod6s Amer i c
ChicagoDaily News and theChicagoSunTime® as well as the major TV
statonsm t he city. We would cover everyth
cover. | started out covering crime on the south side of Chicago, and had a
night editor named Arnold Dornfeld. You never asked where something was.
He would say, A T h e mendhe sobtk sda of @hichgo atb i n g
83rd and Cottage Grove, 0 or whatever,
slip, and you didnoét say, AWhereds 83r
my cohorts did t eltd83ranreet uitYywwsegdlu st go d
Mars | ights, the blue police |lights, a
nights doing crime reporting. Then | did some education repoBiagmy
final assignmerd | only worked at City News Bureau for six mondhe/as
being the reporter at the Crimin@ourts Building at 26th and California. |
worked in the press room with reporters Hetstadfrom theTribune Jae
Mearefrom theDaily News Joe Reilly from thé&SunTimes and a big press
room, and you can imagine what that was like. The Panczko Bsptheanuts
and Pop Panczko, who were welinown burglars in Chicago, would come

3 An Indiana native whose parents were Indiana University faculty, Stempel worked\awvitiéork Suduring

the fird half of the 1930s, then served as the managing editor &Xpressn Easton, Pennsylvania. He

returned to I U in 1938. Frank G. Talbott, AJohn E. S
http://indianajournalismhof.org/1970/01/jolerstempel/.
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i nto the press room when they had tria
and pastries, and theydod sit around an
theyod dorst aJrudd glee Ryan, and hed6d savy,
six months. 0O

| 6m going to jump in here, because |0V

Il listen to these stories my minddés go
(Gilbert laughs) What mneframe did you get to this court reporting job? When
was that?

That was in 1965.
And when did you first land the job at the City News Bureau?

In 1965. That was after | had gotten out of graduate school, just walked in
blind to theTribune applied for a job, and they got me a job at City News
Bureau. Now, at this time | did have a draft number, and my educational
deferment, which | had relied on for all these years, was now gone. And my
number was right in the middle of the paadk,$ad a pretty good chance of
going to Vietnam if | got drafted. | knew that. So while | was at City News
Bureau, and doing court reporting and so forth, I was using my weekends or
off days to go to the different National Guard units in the area td keeuld
get into a National Guard unit. There was no room in the one at Chicago
Avenue Armory. All their positions were filled. | was getting the door shut in
my face in every place that | applied, and it looked like | was going to be
drafted.

| went to Gary, Indiana, just on a lark, to the 113th Engineer Battalion. |
walked in and the Master Sergeant was sitting there, smoking a cigar, and |

sai d, ADo you have any openings? | jus
l ndi ana. | 6m r epwrrdgdawmngi f o€ChiCd a ggo N wis| &
And he said, ANoO, kid, Il 6dm sorry. I do
thanks. o6 | turn around, | 6m wal ki ng ou
mi nute. Can you type?0 (DePusixty aughs)
words a minute! o And he says, nl 6ve go
72B20, 0 which was cryptography, encodi
encode and decode messages in cryptography you had to know how to type.

So he took me in to the 113#ngineer Battalion.

Soon after that | got called up and had to go for my basic training. | left

City News Bureau, went to Fort Knox, Kentucky. My parents said goodbye to

me. | got on the bus. We drove down to Fort Knox, Kentucky. | was there for
threedays. They woke us up at three o0d6cl
everything, youdre out of here. o0 We we

no idea where we were going. | was in the U.S. Army at this time, and we
went to Fort Bliss, Texas, andlid my basic training at Fort Bliss. At Fort

Bliss, next stop was Vietnam. This is where the infantry was trained, and from
there you were sent to Nam. Being in the National Guard, | was to do my
basic training then go to AIT, which was your advanced itrgin
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Advanced Individual Training

And thatos when | did my training in c
messages, learning to type and everything. But when I left basic training, | had
finished very high in my platoon. | was a platoondgyand had scored

highest in the written exams and in the PT exams, and | was called in by the
company commander. They tried to get me to go to OCS school. And they

told me that | had to go, that now you
goingtosed you to Officers Candidate Scho
Youbl!l be a | eader of men. And |1 0m t hi
and | knew that story. | told them | ¢
They literally threw me outfdhe office. | went home for two weeks, then

went to Fort Gordon, Georgia, and that
Al'T, | got a |l etter from Russell MacFa

with your AI'T and youodr @ wehave ajobfforyour s
you at theChicago Tribune 0

Before you get too much farther along, | did want to ask you what you
remember about November 22, 1963, when JFK was shot. Where were you?

| was in seminary, and | was going to a studenfexemce in Des Moines,

| owa. |l hadndét had a haircut in a | ong
students who were going to the student conference in Des Moines. We

stopped at a barbershop. Il told them,
getacupotof fee or something.o0o | went in a

and was getting my haircut, when the news came over the television, this little
black and white set that they had, that JFK had been shot.

What was your reaction?

My heart sa k . It wasé That was tough. Il kne
knew Vietnam was ahead of me. I didnot
at theChicago TribuneBut it was tough. Although | was a Republican, |

admired JFK, and | had followed his career. Hs waung. He was vibrant.

He spoke well. Young people loved him. And | was in that group.

So after you got through this military
through the training, what were your views about the Vietham War? Sounds
like you hal no desire to go there.

[ did and

I didnodot . Being a platoon gu
platoon. Yo
[

u go on road marches. You b
platoon guide, youdre exemptthatyoom KP,
get. You dondt have to sleep in a bunk
part. I | i ked basic tr @&innwaylgaulddévérd neve
do it agaid but | liked it. | liked the physical part of it. | liked the war part of

it. | liked the shooting. You know, | fired expert. | liked cleaning my weapon.
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My mother was a crack shot with a rifle, growing up on a farm with three
older brothers. She could definitely shoot a squirrel with a .22 rifle out of a
tree. And | grew up withhat.

One day we were camping out in Pershing, Indiana, in ouryaadkvith

my | ittle buddies. We woke wup in the n
sticking his head out of a hole in the ground. Scared to death, | ran into the
house. I Moam,d,t Mevroems a snake, thereds
AWher e? What ?0 She walked into the clo
a shell i n, walked out on the back por
AThere it is!odo And thecammerofthe teat. Seeevent t hi s
like this, boom, one shot, shot the snake right in the head. She was the hero of
Pershing, Indiana, after that. | mean,
a snake!o | grew up with a love of gun

So in the army, learning to shoot a rifle the right way, and cleardng it
loved it. There was that part of me, so | knew if I went into active duty | could
succeed. The other part was, | just fe
todoinlife,and®s kind of the plan. Again, th
my parents had always driven that into me. When | decided to go to
journalism school , my dad said, nwel |,
t hat 6s what you s h ovbatled me to seek tle dlatibnalat f e
Guard and not go to Vietnam.

From everything youdve told me, you ha
were growing up, but it also sounds like it was a bit in a budbbldink you

mi ght 6ve used dtatdatt hwaor y oywdures einf t he s ¢
Chicago reporting at 83rd and Cottage Grove. | think | know that

nei ghbor hood. ltdés a little different

There was a report that came over the police ticker, bomb at 88idaitage
Grove. And there were no cell phones. There were no handheld radios in that

day. So |I go to the address. There are
couple of fire trucks. And my first in
cangetdul |l et in out on the wire.o That ds
to confirm that there was a bombing. V
bulletin out to thelribune SunTimes all the newspapers, and then their

reporters would come to the scenellS6d savy, RnGet the bull

|l go up to the cop whobés standing out

a bombing here. Whatodés going on?0 He s
do much damage?0 He says, Ay etavme | ve. ai
sai d, AThanks, thatdés al/l I need. Anyb
know. 0 That 6s al |l I kKknew. Run across t
answer s. | said, AGIi |l bert, City News E
beenabombingacoss t he street. o6 | call City
answer s, AYeah, Kk , wWhat do you got ?0

i d
hole, six by twelve. Nobody hurt. o He
who was Bill Garrett dAon dy oQua rgroett?to sAanyds
AThereds a bombing, 06 gave him the addr
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by twelve. 0 He goes, fAlnches or feet?0
be feet. | mean, a bomb wouldndétéo So
andl eaves fdia hole of six by twelve feet
| then hang up, thank the guy. | go back, | go into the backyard, and | see
that a cherry bomb has gone off and left this small hole, six inches by twelve

I nches, i n the backyar dteariigowd ofthe 6t even
backyard, running across the street. |
into his house. | said, ASorry. o | dia
what do you got?0 | say, Al nches! | nch
sy, filt was six by twelve inches, not

Slams down the phone. Well, by this time, the bulletin has gone out to all the
newspapers and TV stations in Chicago.

So I 6m coming out of ttke nlgod Hen gloa kig
be fired for sure. And | see this white Ford Victoria coming down the street
with a spotlight, and heds | ooking at
cars, and he comes up. I 6m crossing th
hiswi ndow. | say, waYrdbsne @ e ds aywagwafsSol on
who was the night police repertfor theChicago Tribune He says, A Wh
you got ?0 Anuwa lbm s goyry, bufil Bent.out &wrong bulletin.
It was just a cherrydmbint he backyard. 0 He swears a:
a buck. o And I say, AYou want to take
to Il ook at, o waand]l latef dn bdtame geo/ gond frie&ds.

So | went back to City News. Arnie Dornfeld chalvae out that night. |
t hought for sure | was going to | ose n
one. Dondét ever | et it happen again.o
had covered a story where there was a young woman on the near south side of
Chicago who had an abortion performed by a doctor, and during the abortion
something went wrong. She started hemorrhaging or whatever. The doctor
literally threw her out of his office. She went down; she passed out on the
sidewalk. Another doctor comes alofigds her, picks her up, takes her to her
office, and saves her life, and Dornfeld wrote the story. And a photographer
came and took a picture, but Dornfeld mixed up the names of the doctors. The
good Samaritan who saved her life, he named as the dootopevformed the
abortion and threw her out of his office; he switched the names of the doctors.
He did lose his job, and he was blackballed from journalism in Chicago until
he got the job as a night editor for C
for the rest of his career. Now, here comes Gilbert, who makes a stupid
mi st ake, i nches, not feet. l'tds not ab
of the two doctors, but still, it was the same principle in his mind. | had not
gotten my facts straight. Szarly on in my career, | learned the most valuable
lesson about making sure you get your facts straight before you write your
story.

When you were in journalism school, what were you being taught as far as
journalistic ethics were concerned?

17



David Gilbert

Gilbert:

DePue
Gilbert:
DePue:
Gilbert:
DePue:
Gilbert:
DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

Interview #1ST-A-L-2014011

John Stemje, that was one of his major, major themes as far as ethics. We
had come through the greatest period of journalism, which was the early
1900s, with Ida Tarbell and those people witls C| ur e 6 s.THdtaga zi ne
became known as the muckiag yeas. And althougiMc C| udideard s
excellent job, there were other newspa@eseme of the Hearst newspagers
that developed yellow journalism, where journalists were pretty fast and loose
with the facts. That was a big emphasis for Stemite. chancellor oindiana
University at the time was Herman B Wells, and it was B without a period. B

I

wasnot an initial; It was just a ette
first test we were given, AWho is the
everybody wouldwirt e fiHer man B. Well so0 and put
flunk, then hedd point that out. So th

second one | learned was inches, not feet. That was a lesson that stuck with
me through all of my journalistic life.

And again, to get the timeframe right,
Yeah, that woul ddéve Tohbmehr emr §6 6066. 675
Was that when you went to this court reporting position?

When | was at City News Bureau.

Okay, that was still City News Bureau.

Yeah. And then | went int for my six monthd

Anything worth talking about while you had that court position?

Oh, there were so many stories. As a city news reporter in a pressroom with

all the majorcourt reporters for the major papers, | had a list and | had to

check the docket every morning, kind of check what was coming up for trial. |
would find out what Iinteresting trials
to these ot hero gwws,r ttthen nolsdyddhter es
how it worked. | really had to cover a lot of ground. In doing so, | would come
across some very spicy trials, and tha
would be sex trials or whatever, rapes and thingsthikeé So after everybody

had filedd

Just what a PK ought to be doing, huh? (DePue laughs)

Yeah, right. So after everybody had filed their stories for the day on the major
trials, we would all go and sit in and hear these spicy trials.lAodld tell
you so many stories that were so funny. But as part of this period, at ten

o6clock every morning we would go into
would recess court. All the reporters
have donuts and coffeewt h t he judge. He would tell

we would do calisthenics or whatever, just goofing around. At noon, we
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would all go over to the Cook County Prison, which was in the same complex.
Jack Johnson was the head of Cook County Prison. Hpavasf the Cook
County sheriffdos office. He would invi
what the prisoners were eating for the day. He would have the same thing,
which was white bread and baloney sandwiches and coffee and milk or water.
But Jack Johnsowould just regale us with stories.
One ti me when he was with the sheriff
around, just to see where Wwas going and what he was doifidhis went on
for three or four weeks, and he got tired of doing it. One nightribbster

goes into this joint, this bar, and it
tired of doing this. He takes a fagallon can of gasoline, throws it under the

mobsterds car, tosses a match in under
walks in tapsthe mobsteon t he shoul der. He says, 0
on fire. o The mobster goes running out
this?0 Johnson says, ALook, |l 6ve been
ofit. If leverseeyourfaceni t hi s county again, youor
car, not standing out here |l ooking at

saw him. o

Why did Johnson invite all the court reporters in? Was he just looking for an
audience?

T h a thedway that it worked. Judge Ryan would tip us to good stories, and

therefore we would look at him very favorably, the same way with the warden

for Cook County Prison. If he got in hot water, we were likely to go to him to

get his story first. Hewasofirr i end. That dés just the wae
then.

When were you transferred to theb?

When | got out of my six months active duty with the army, | came back to
theTribung and t hat 6s when Russel yingMacFal l
he had a job for me.

Doing what?

| started out in neighborhood news. Théunehad north, west, south, and

Indiana supplements that went into the reglitdouneonce a week. | was
assigned to the west ellylearnsdudowrite.iNeil, s o t h
Mehler was an editor in neighborhood news who later went on to become

political editor of thelTribunefor a while. He took me under his wing and

really taught me how to wriéewhat the inverted pyramid really means and
writingsty e. Al t hough | had | earned it in

[ t hi nk | know what t hat me ans, but w h
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Gilbert: The inverted pyramid, as you know, you put the most important parts of the
story up in the lad, and then it goes down to the supporting facts that support
what your l@d paragraph says.

DePue: Being at theTrib at that time in American history, was this considered to be
the big leagues?
Gilbert: It was the biggest | eamgtheMidwast. Chi cago,
DePue: Bigger than TV or radio news?
Gilbert: Oh, we thought so. Yeah, definitely. TV at the time would pick up a lot of
their stories from what the mornifigibuneh a d . |l 6d pick up the

Chi c a g o 0 sandsseeestoriectizahid written for th&ribune almost

the identical story in thAmericanwi t h somebody el sedbds byl
wasthe paper. In 1966, th€hicago Tribunestill ranJohn McCutcheon

cartoons on the front page, those col o
most famous of thosk.

DePue: McCutcheod | s t hat the name?

Gilbert: He was the cartoonist, yeah.

DePue: What was his first name?

Gilbert: |l dondt remember what his first name w

very Republican newspaper. Colonel Mc@aok had just retired as publisher

of theTribune Don Maxwell was the editor, and he walked in to the city
room every day at -piebeseitavithadesthabveakati n hi s
the time when th@ribunesponsored legislation that would create®®rmick
Place. It was a real exciting time to be part ofthbune | stayed in
neighborhood news for about six months. Neil Mehler, who was kind of my
mentor, then went to the western suburbs to be the managing editor of a new
Tribunepublication calle theTrib; the Trib was a weekly supplement with a
tabloid style, like th&sunrTimes And | was in the westerfrib, which was

based in Hinsdale. | covered school board meetings, city council méetings
everything. | did that for a year, and then | wasethiowntown into the city
room to become a general assignment reporter.

DePue: When was that move?

Gilbert: That was in end of 1967.

4 JohnT . Mc Cut cheon based his sentimental Alnjun Summer (
cartoon ran on the front page of fhebunein 1907, and McCutcheon created a new one every fall from 1912

to 1946. Thelribunecontinued torunthestgp unt i | Oct ober 25, 1992. Sid Smi!

Yout hful GClicagd Tabumpipel,14 1997.
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You mentioned that th&ribune with McCormick there, was still a very
conservative newsp §yoesaidit. What eRactly #oest hat 0 s
that mean? Does that mean their editorial page is conservative, or even the
selection of the news stories that would be covered had a conservative slant?

Both. The editorial page was definitely very conservatind, iadid bleed
over into the news reporting. And the way that that happened was the editors
of theTribunewere also very conservative, and they came out of the old
school. Most of them were in their fifties and sixties. And Roland Eyak
the Trib, who was just an infamous copy editor, was one of those people.

| was sent out as a general assignment reporter one day to cover one of the
first meetings of the Black Panthers. It was in a West Side church, and | went
out with Bill Bender, who was a ptegrapher. Photographers had the cars,

and we would get an assignmént o u  k no w, nGil bert, go w
this meeting. Therebds supposed to be s
in this location. o6 So | wo-timed go with

photographer who grew up using the big box camera with the big flashbulbs
and so forth. I think we had moved on past those cameras at the time. Bender,
with his felt hat, driving his Ford Victoria with the two spotlights, took me on
Lower Wacker Drive. W 0r e going sixty miles an ho
Wacker. 1 0m going, AWow!o He says, fiHe
day. 0 He says, Al know every cop on th
shoot out the Eisenhower Expressway.

We go to this Wst Side church, and we pull up, and there are some black

people out around the church. Il said,
AAre you kidding me? | 6m not getting o
You can go i f you waaid, baWedboem goayt a
pictures. o0 He says, Al 6m not going 1in
pulls out his pistol from under the se
Anyt hing happens, you come out; 1611 t

| go in, andtiis a Black Panther meeting, and they all have their redsbook
ofMaooThey would hold up the red book of
ono; they would say, ARi ght on, Brot he
ARi ght on, brother! ovefPdwert hteo pteltogp | e a
stand in the back. Nobody bothers me, and | observe this whole scene. | come
back, and | say, AfBender, at | east get

standing outside, 0 so that hhestayi d. We
describes he meeting of the Black Pan
book, the red book of Mao; theydére hol
on, 0 and ARiIi ght on, Brother.o So | 6m p
editorcomesowr and he says, ANow, Gilbert, |
somet hing here. When theybére saying OF
boy, 6 or is it ORightédé What do you me

vernacul ar at t he t i med.itoul, buttilanwiag ther e me mb
white, conservative, Republican thinking of the editors ofChi&ago
Tribuneat the time.
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DePue: |l dondt want you to get too far forwar
to know if you remembér sincewe were talking abdtcivil rights issued
whenMartin Luther King first came to the city of Chicago.

Gilbert: Yeah, | do It was in 1966 when he had his infamous march down Cicero
[Avenue]
DePue: Infamous?
Gilbert: Yeah. Wel | , definitely. I mean, that w
DePue: That toashe ldack community would have looked at it.
Gilbert: Wel | , t he bl dtwhks petolegendanyipretty amous. It was

This is happeninghis is our leaderthis is changing things. Anyway, there
were the stories. | never covered King, bdb remember the day that he was
shot, and that wasdn

DePue: Wedll get to that, eventually. But why
describe his 666 trip to Chicago?

Gilbert: Bad choice of wor dserauseitwas $ettingbhdewbe fAf an
course for what was going to happen for blacks down the road. As it gets into
Thompsondés administration, he signed |
and open housing, and things |ike that

started that whole movement, ah@vas because of Martin Luther King

marching down Cicero, which was the great dividing line, and still is to this

day. |l tdéds a very segregated dividing |
Luther King was the one who had the guts to march down thagibar

DePue: | guess I.keep dwelling on the word because it has a very negative
connotation.
Gilbert: | dondt mean it inda negative way. I n
DePue: A transformative way?
Gilbert: Yeah, definitely transformative. This was a stake¢he-ground tine in our
history, so Ainfamousodl dondt mean ne
DePue: |l dondédt want to pud words in your mout
Gilbert: 0 historical.
DePue: oyoubve alrTelmmewoshddvehbeen conservati

Does that mean that the powershat Eribunewo ul d 6ve vi ewed wi't
eye this whole incident when he came to town?
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I dondét know that they woulddve | ooked
have looked at it from the perspective of Richard J. Daley and the white law
enforcele nt communi ty, but | dondt remembe
was arrested during that ti me, but | d
6067, and t heribuneteld & @d®aley, iprolawsenforderneat

perspective on all those everifgith the Chicago Seven, definitely they [the

Tribune editors] were on the side of law enforcement.

And this is in the timeframe when youbo
correct?

Right.
And what does that mean?

| 6 m i alasgignment, so | would go to work, say, at noon, and | would
work from |ike noon until nine o0o6cl ock
assignment book, your gé&ook | would look up Gilbert, and | would have
my assignments for the day. Some of theeme rollovers from the day
before, and | knew there was not going to be any action that day on that, so |
basically continued that to the next day, and then | would go on assignment.

I might be covering a fire at Rush Presbyterian Hospital, whichowaof
my assignments. Bill Kelly was the photographer on that story. A fire broke
out at Rush Presbyterian Hospital, which is just south of the Eisenhower
Expressway. Kelly had the car, so | was in the right seat. We come out of
Tribune Tower, driving, ad we are in the most torrential rainstorm you have
ever seen. We get to Rush, and Kelly has his spotlights on. He has his press
pass up in the window, so they let us through the police barricade. You can
see the smoke and the fire coming out, and alfitbérucks are lined up, and
it is pouring so hard. We see other reporters out trying to write, and their
notebooks are getting wet. Il said, i B
down, | stop, get the fire chyssef to c
AWebve-lglotalaardn fire. Theyodre evacuat.
patients from the hospital. Theyore t
stuff down. We turn around, and we drive back the other way, so now Kelly is
ontherightsidle. Het ops, gets his camera out. H
never got out of the car.

We go back, | write my story, and have done some phone work in the
meantime when | get back, Kelly produces his pic@irfeent page story of
theTribune®And ni nel 6ond coluotc ko,f t here. And we
tavern, where Roger Ebert and Gene Siskel hang out, where all the reporters
would go. Wedbébd wusually close it down a
home. Ten ob6chiomd, th@&mn@rboyne mmgdn at t he
exciting time, 1968

i

0
|

a

SFor

a

similar incident, see David Gilbert, AWriter F

Chicago TribungJanuary 25, 195
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DePue: Wel |, | wanted to go through that in s
fascination of mine. A | ot happened in
beginningThi s 1 snd6t going on iarhinGhi cago, bt
everybodyds attention: the Tet Offensi

February. It just builds into the growing antiwar movement. Any recollections
of that, or just should we get to the next event here?

Gilbert: Yeah, there areé
DePue: By tha time, what were your views about the wisdom of the Vietham War?
Gilbert: € knowing that | had buddies from theibunewho were in Vietham, who
were coming honr@Bi | | Curry, Phil Caputo, whoo

and several others. THeibuned s  gatlpodition was supporting the

administration on Vietnam. And as reporters, our personal beliefs were not to

get into our reporting. I didndt cover
Watergate down the road. But as far as that went, there wereothosevho

were reporters for th€ribunewho did not agree with the editorial policy of

the paper, but because we had good jobs, becau$eltheewas a very

powerful newspaper, we did our jobs.

DePue: Were you one of those?

Gilbert: | was definitelybe o mi ng one of those, yeah. | d
When | saw the stories about the carpet bombings and the napalm and so
forth, | knew that was not right.

DePue: April 4, 1968, was the day that Martin Luther King was assassinated in
Memphis.
Gilbert: In 1968 | had become a political reporter for Tidbune George Tagge was

the political editor of th@ribune and | started out as kind of his assistant. So

| went to Springfield when the legislature was in session. HEdrherwas our
headTribune correspondent in Springfield. | would go down when the
legislature was in session. And April 4th, | was in Springfield when we got the
call from the city desk that Martin Luther King had been assassinated. Then
we started getting reaction from the gomtrand from other politicians in
Springfield, feeding them into the stories.

DePue: So you werendét in Chicago at that ti me

Gilbert: No, Iwas in Springfieldt 6d go down from Tuesday to
and then come back to Chicago.

DePue: Were youstill in the Indiana National Guard?

Gilbert: Yes.
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Was there any talk about mobilizing any Indiana National Guard units?

There was during the 668 convention. T
Okay, but not for Martin Luther King?

But notfor Martin Luther King.

Were you still attending drills, | assume, on weekends?

| was attending drills once a month, or twice a month, I think, during that

time, on weekends.

What was the morale like in the units? By that time rémtation was this is

where all of the draft dodgers were hiding out.

Yeah. We did get some of that, but we
The 113th Engineer Battalion had a great history, and we were a support unit.

We werenot wenwanenyt frontline, but we
skills that we had to be able to build bridges and drives.

Was this a construction or a combat engineer unit?

A combat engineer.

Did they get mobilized during Korea?

| believe so, but | 6m not sure about t
So you were down in Springfield during

Right. Well, | was in Springfield just during the week, but | was back in the
city. | remember the West Side going up in flanm&sd when | came home
that weekend, that was still going on.

Where were you living at the time?

| was living on Grant Place and Cleveland, in an apartmeneadvhier
roommate wasnotherTribunereporter, John Maclean, whose father was
Norman Maclean, who wrot& River Runs Through.IHe held the chair of
literature at the University of Chicago.

The next event, thénJune 6, 1968, is when it happened in Los Angeles
the night that Robert Kennedy was assassinated.

Right. And | was living at Grant Place. | was watching a small TV that we had
in our apartment. My roommate at that time was David Young, who was
anotherTribunereporter and who had served with the regular army and
worked forStars and Stripes Korea. And | thnk he was at work. | was
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home working when | saw the reports co
assassination, and those famous scenes
DePue: So you certainly remembered JFK, and t

andt hen youbdve got Robert Kennedy. What
going on in the United States by that time?

Gilbert: As | mentioned before, when we would finish our workday we would go to s.
O6Rourkeds taver n onajdmaligstangoute nue i n C
There were a couple of them. There was one nedrrthene but when
famousNew YorKkTimesreporters would come to town they would always end
up at OORourkeods. The feeling there wa
when | began to feel that tresuntry is really on the wrong path, that
somet hingbdbs got to be done. But that n

think I was called out. |l was ¢c a

was just the eve of the 668 convention

DePue: Was MikeRoyko working in town at that time?

Gilbert: Yeah, he was.

DePue: Was he occasionally coming into OO6Rour

Gilbert: He more or | ess hung out at the Billy
usually see Royko. Royko woulutit come t
was not one of his primary hangouts. | remember sitting at the table with
Roger Ebert and Gene Siskel. They were both movie reviewers, but Ebert was
definitely antiwar, very left, liberab r i ent ed, which he was
died, whichwas finedk 6ve become a | ot more mainst
my thoughts than those days.

0

DePue: That gets us up to August, the Democratic convention that year, which is
bound to be pretty lively because of the Vietnam War issue, and especially
because Lyndodohnson had bowed out of the race earlier in the year, to
many peoplebdbs surprise. So | 611

t [
experiences during the 0668 conven

ur n
tion.
Gilbert: Sixty-eight convention, | was a general assignment reporter ana: ctréet. |
did not cover the convention, which was being held at the International
Amphitheater, in the stockyards. We had other reporters from Washington
who were on the scene covering the convention inside. | was at my apartment,
which isonthe northisde of Chi cago. I'téds in Linco
AGi |l bert, get over to Lincoln Park. Th
what ever youbve got. o So | go over to

06 Rour kedés was | ocated at 319 W. North Avenue. Roger
generation i n A GBatg Septeambét 4, 2G0% http:Amenn.graata.com/Nawting/A-
Bar-on-North-Avenue.
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Hoffman and the Chicago Seven had camped out irolnréark, and the
cops had moved in to clear them out.

| went in. There was teargas in the air, and | knew enough from my Army
training that you always stand upwind from the gas. | did get a whiff of it. |
later gave a speech and talked about beisgeghin Lincoln Park, and they
wanted to know if that meant literally or figuratively. (laughter) But that night,
| did witness the police moving the campers out of Lincoln Park. | was
walking down Wells Street, and the police came up behind me withbitigir
clubs, and put one in my back. | showe
Chicago Tribune 6 He said, AWe dondét give a da
me on down the street. So | knew enough to get out of there.

Every day, | mean, it was mayhemthe city of Chicago. You literally
would go in and get your assignment, vy
Hotel today. Theyodve taken over the Sh
that time, my unit in the National Guard had been called up to come t
Chicago. | called my commanding officer in Gary and told him that | was on
the street for th@ribune they really needed me. | wanted a pass. Had one of
my editors call him, talk to him. He e
in front of the Hilton Hbtel, the Conrad Hilton. My unit is stationed across the
street with bayonets on their rifles.
over at my buddies and waving to them,
being extended to me but you can imagine $ getting the middle finger
salute from my buddies. And it was more good natured, but it was also saying,
AGi |l bert, why arendédt you over here?0 E
a reporter.

Tell me your impression of the kids that were contm¢pown and in the
parks, the protesters.

This was an ongoing period of protests. This was the convention that was
followed by the Days of Rage. There was the taking over of the administration
buildings at University of Chicago and Northwestérhese kids were just a

few years younger than | was. A lot of them wereafttiowners who had

come in from the East and from other areas. Some of them had adopted the
whole free love, the theme of the6 0 6 s

The hippies.
The hippies. ltwas ol or f ul . I wasndét against the
wasnodot really for them. I wasnodét part

police were doing, and how they were handling it, and | did not agree with
that. There was a lot of physical force and &lityt, and as the commission
report later said, it was a police rioBin
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DePue: The fAiWal ker Report. o

Gilbert: The fAWal ker Report, o right

DePue: Do you remember any specific incidents of the violence you were seeing?

Gilbert: The police marched up the lait the Sherman statue, and literally, with the
shields drawn over their faces and shields in one hand and batons, moving the
kids out, you did see beating with the billy clubs and the nightsticks. You did
see kids with bloody faces and berayriedout.

DePue: Who were your sympathies with?

Gilbert: My sympathies were actually with both sides. | certainly understood the part
of the police in wanting to protect th
were doing it. | did know what the hippies weiaingd y ou k n o w, nGive
peace now. 0 They had had it with the w
the way they were doing it, either I
| egi slature they would call thgt a mug
on one side of the fence and your wump on the other side. But | did not
participate supporting either side.

DePue: The phrase that sticks in my miéd/ou get this from the history books and
documentaries ofthetidei s At he whol e woatba@s wat c
familiar? Did you see or hear that?

Gilbert: Yeah. I mean, the focus was on Chicago

DePue: Does that mean that some of the protestors were playing to the media?

Gilbert: Oh, absolutely. Abbie Hoffman and the other leaders, if theydaget the TV
cameras thefe and the reporters, the press, the photographivat was the
main part of their strategy.

DePue: This might sound like a peculiar question, but | wonder how long your hair
was at the time.

Gilbert: Ha! Gosh, | 6 ves dognstairs. # was shoutder tength.

DePue: So you wouldoébve |l ookéd | ike you fit ri

" Rights in Conflict: Conention Week in Chicago, August28 i s better known as the 0\

Daniel Walker, the director of the Chicago Study Team for the National Commission on the Causes and

Prevention of Violence. Walker would ultimately serve as lllinoisgovernd r om 1973 to 1977. F

development, see Dan Walker, interview by Marilyn Huff Immel, May 12, 1981, lllinois Statecraft Oral History
Program, Norris L. Brookens Library, University of lllinois Springfield, Springfield, IL,
http://www.idaillinois.org/utils/getfile/collection/uis/id/4479/filename/4480.pdf. Also see Dan Walker,

interview by Mark DePue, August 21, 2007. Unless otherwise indicated, all interviews cited in the notes were
conducted as part of the lllinois Statecraft Oral HistorydatojAbraham Lincoln Presidential Library,

Springfield, IL.
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And | had a moustache, but | also had a trench coat, and most days wore coat
and tie.

So you looked like a reporter.

| was a repodr. | looked like a reporter, and | made sure people knew | was a
reporter.

't sounds | i ke you didnodét really know
was happening within the convention center.

Not in the convention center, no.

Lots of things spun off from that. One of the things that spun off a few months
afterwards was the trial for the Chica
havre. Youdve mentioned Abbie Hoffman a
are familiar in Americamistory. Tom Hayden, David Dellinger, Rennie

Davis, Jerry Rubiéd Hoffman and Rubin seem to be the ones who are most
flamboyand Bobby Seal e, though | dondét Kknow
the Chicago Seven.

No, he was more connected with tha@&t Panthers.
Did you follow that trial? Were you reporting on that trial?

| did not report on that trial, but a good friend of ndinkehad an apartment
above hi§8 Bob Davis, was covering the Federal Building at the time. He
covered part ofttat trial. BobEnstad, who was a criminal courts reporter,
covered part of the trial, and there were some others. But | did not cover the
Chicago Seven trial. Judge Julius Hoffman, who was the infamous judge, to
use that word again, was wé&thown in Chicgo, and there are many stories
about Judge Julius Hoffman and Abbie Hoffman.

Obviously no relation between the two. Obviously no love lost between the
two.

No. They were on opposite sides of a great chasm.
What was your general immsions of the trial, just as an observer?

Fascinating. Fascinating. I couldndét w
about what was going on, as well as reading the stories that were filed in the
first edition of theTribune We had, like, five ditions of theTribune You

had the street editionf i r st deadline was three o6c]|
would come out about five o06clock. Tha
and they would pick up that copy of tliébune There was another imim

edition in there, and t hen, at ten o06b6c¢c

threestar. You had the orstar, the twestar, and the threstar edition was
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the home edition. So that was the one that was delivered to the suburbs and on

the trucksand that was the one that had the largest circulation. Then there

were two other editions. There was one
morning, or maybe around midnight. And then there was thestese which

was the late morning edition, which goltthle commuters coming into the

city. So when youdbve got fast breaking
themd you have the courtroom, you have outside of the courtroom, you have

late at night demonstratiodsand the front page was probably turning over

with each edition, it was really an exciting time.

DePue: Do you remember the specific charges that were being levied against the
group?

Gilbert: No, | dondét remember.

DePue: Who were your sympathies with, as far as the trial was concerned?

Gilbert: I domdtt hkato myé Again, | found it al/l
history. Some of the tactics of Abbie Hoffman, | would&ay

DePue: You mean like running a pig for president?

Gilbert: Oh, yeah. |1 mean, you say, AThiis 1 s ri
all was historic. It was interesting. It was fascinating. Judge Julius Hoffman, |
didndét agree with all of his tactics,
Judge Hoffmands right, Abbie Hoff manés
all.

DePue: You mentioned Julius Hoffman a couple times. What in particular do you

remember about his deportment?

Gilbert: Old, conservative, strict, scholarly, lawyerly, trying to rely on the old tradition
of the courtroom and handle this wild scene in frorttiof, who are mocking
justice and mocking him.

DePue: So he embodied everything they were mocking?
Gilbert: Oh, absolutely. Absolutely. Fascinating.
DePue: It sounds by t dledgeddoliticalgunkkeo u6r e a ful |
Gilbert: Yeah. As my wife will tell pu, | still get theSunTimesand theTribuneevery
morning on my drive. | watch the news all day long, and at night. | still love
the news, and | ove the polTheBully al i ntri
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Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taftdethe Golden Age of
Journalism®

You mentionedhat,i n t he 1964 election your fat
Gol dwat er . Do you remember who you vot

You know, | think | voted for Goldwater too.

Who did you vote fori® 6 8 ? Hubert Humphrey woul dov
| covered Humphrey, and | also covered George Wallace.

Did Nixon come to Chicago that year?

Yeah, Ni xon was in Chicago, but | dono
Teddy Kennd vy but | dondét recall ever cove
remembered it. | covered Everett Dirksen, the great senator from lllinois. He

was the first politician that | covered for theébune Great man.

But the question is, who would you have votedfopr esi dent i n 06638
| voted for Nixon.

And for governor?

Il n 6687

Il think it woulddbve been Shapiro versu

Ogilvie, | voted for Ogilvie. Then | was the State of Illinois Building reporter

in Chicago or theTribung and | covered Governor Ogilvie. The press room

was on the nineteenth floor, and at the other end of the hallway was the

|l i eut enant governoros office, which wa

Paul Simon, yes. The anomaly.
And Rick Jasculca wés
What was the name again?

Rick Jasculca. Rick has a prominent public relations firm in Chicago,
government relations, public relations. But he and | became friends during
that time, and Paul Simon and | became friends. | think somewhgre in
stack of stuff, | have a letter from Paul Simon when he went on to become
senator, but he and | always were friends. | had good relationships with
Governor Ogilvie, who was on the twentieth floor of the building, and his

8 Doris Kearns GoodwiriThe Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of
Journalism(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2013).
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staff during that time. It tued out they did an audit of what beats published
the most stories, and the State of lllinois beat during that time had the most
byline stories come out of it, of any other beat inTheune

DePue: This might be a good place for us to take a breaknlkhi we 6 r e pr obabl
neighborhood of lunch, so |l etds go ahe
you dondét mind.

Gilbert: Okay.

(End of interview#1. #2 continues
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Interview with David Gilbert

#I1ST-A-L-2014011
Interview # 2: March 14, 2014
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can beused for educational and other norcommercial
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AFair useo criteria of Sectmustbefdl®véd. Théset he Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

DePue: Today is Friday, March 14, 2014. This is my second session with David
Gilbert. My name is Mark DePue, Direct
Davidodés home in Deerfield. &mgli | guess

downtown to Chicago, moving down there. We finished off the last session
talking about 1968 and all of the historic events in that timeframe; you were
there in Chicago with a lot of this stuff occurring.
Just a very quick one here: Kent Statd970. By that time, had you pretty
much solidified your views about what was going on in the country and
especially in the Vietham War?
Gilbert: Wel | , it worked both ways, as wedve ta
happened. The murder of Dr. King: agournalist, | understood both sides of
that issue. | was a fan of Dr. King from the point of being a minister. He was
taking his message of civil rights, of equality for all people, and being a
modernday leader of taking black people out of a situatidrere they
werendt respected, where they were dis
from that regard, | understood that situation.

DePue: What 16d |ike to do now is turn the fo
pretty much stay there for the restloe day. This is stepping back a little bit
from the 1968 timeframe, but did you have a chance to cover the Otto Kerner
administration and some of his people?

Gilbert: No, I did not cover Governor Kerner. | was certainly familiar with it. | think
the first governor that | covered as a reporter was Governor Shapiro, who
came into office after Governor Kerner, then Governor Ogilvie, Governor
Walker, and of course, Governor Thompson.

DePue: Was it something of a surprise among your journalist friends thateKe
would step down as goverritthis was early in the 1968 timefraehat
heéd take that U.S. district judge pos
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Gilbert: No, | dondét recall it being a surprise
promotion, as the place where Governor kenvas going to serve out his
legacy.

DePue: What was your impression of Sam Shapiro, then?

Gilbert: Sam Shapiro was a very nice man. He was not very accessible to the media.

Ogilvie was not all that accessible to the media, but more accessible than Sam
Shapiro. But | always had the impression that Shapiro was thrown in there to
carry on the Kerner administration after Governor Kerner left.

DePue: You did mention in the last session that you voted for Richard Ogilvie. He
won t hat el ect i aRepublecan, acltamginy of thedparty, say o t
to speak. Just a couple questions about his administration and a couple of the
significant things that happened in those four years. The first one was the tax
hike that he was able to push through in 1969.

Gilbert | was a reporter for th€ribune covering the State of Illinois Building, when
Governor Ogilviedos office was on the t
Building in Chicago, and our press room was on the nineteenth floor. I got to
know him and histaff very well. The tax hike that he pushed through and
signed into law was probably one of the most needed pieces of legislation for
[llinois at the time. It also was his political demise. It was the one act that took
him down. When Dan Walker came in, Wlag Dan Walker with his very
populist ideas and messages and themes, it was the Ogilvie tax hike that
probably lost him the election more than anything else.

Now, there was a difference between what Ogilvie did and what Thompson
did later on with cdain tax hikes that were implemented during his
administratio® the increase in the motor fuel tax, and a couple of other taxes
that he caught some heatdohut Ogilvie worked the tax hike out with the
agreement of Democrats, with Republicans and Demo¢tatbad them all in
his office, all in the same room. Mayor Daley was represented; his voice of
approval was given for this tax hike. But then the big mistake happened, and
t hat 6s when Ogilvie walked out of that
announcemerthat they had agreement on the tax hike. If he had walked out
with the mayor of Chicago at his side, with Democratic leaders in the
legislature by his side, they all had their arms around each other, and he
a n n o u elade readied agreement that thiséeded for the State of

l'llinois, 0 he may have survived, i n my
DePue: You mentioned Richard Daley. You canot
and Il linois politics in the 066006s wit

discussed him much. Whwas your view of Richard J. Daley, the legendary
mayor of Chicago at that time, and of the Democratic machine that he ran?

Gilbert: | had several encounters with Mayor Daley, Richard J. Daley. And | always
admired the man, just because he was a powednlocratic boss in one of
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the largest cities in the United States. He ran his Democratic organization very
effectively. | admired him for that. On the other hand, he drove me nuts as a
reporter. | was assigned to cover one of his campaigns for reelestah,

would call wup his press secretary and
AwWel |, I dondét know. We really havenot
what 6s he going to do?0 AHeds going to
obclock. 0 IsshedgoinWhbernéter that?0 fAHe
ot her ward organizations, but 1 f you g
So I would show up at the 43rd Ward I
wait with everybody else. All of a sudden the bléiolousine would roll up,

the Chicago policemen would kind of cordon off the area, Daley would walk

i n, and hedd make this rousing speech,
get every precinct covered! We gotta Kk

| Gadsk his staff peopl e, AWhereds he go
the 22nd Ward. 0 And boom, off he would
get down to the 22nd Ward. Of course, by the time | got down there he had

made his speech and was long goso you kind of lost him for the night. But
that 6s the way he did it.

DePue: By design, it sounds like.

Gilbert: Oh, absolutely by design. And you never quite caught up with him. Even the
reporters who covered City Hall on a daily basis would tell yeusdime
thing. Other than press conferences or

hardly get a shot at the mayor to talk to him or ask him questions. Not like it is

today. On the eve of the Democratic National Convention in 1968 in Chicago,

the electrical wrkers union had gone on strik@f course, they were

responsible for installing all the telephones into the International
Amphitheater, where the convention was
days before the convention is supposed to open, andettteicd! workers are

still on strike, and not a phone, not any electrical wires had been put into the
Amphitheater. Well, this is a crisis situation. Daley holds a news conference

to announce some type of federal grant for the Caknieen area, or

sometling like that.

DePue: One of the housing areas.

Gilbert: Yeah. So thatodés the purpose of the pre
City Hall this day, and I 6m sitting 1in
media. The press room is packed. There are teqsdrom Washington,
reporters from New York, and internat:.

fifty TV cameras, which were film cameras at the time, and the place is
packed. And Daley walks in. Before he says anything, one of the Washington
reporters ay s , A Mr . Mayor, we understand th

9 System Council # of the International Ritherhood of Electrical Workers. Robert Nickey headed the local.
James Strong, fANegot i aChicago FibuRedudy@m#E88. i n Bel |l Stri ke, 0
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come to an agreement with the electrical workers union, and the strike is

settled, and the conventionds going to

Dal ey said, fWel | somdthingavenimere impoitaatthann n o u n

that, and let me take care of the reporters who come in here on a daily basis

before we get to your questions. o (Il au

to hear that the electrical workers have reached agreemenh endte 6 s no

strike, and the conventionb6s goingé An

that, he kind of brushed everybody off, announced his federal agreement for

CabrintGr een or whatever the project was.

guestionxays, AmMdelse :now | am pleased t

reached agreement. 0 So everybody was h
There was a reporter for CBS News, ke Pappas, who got to the press

conference late. He walked in after Daley had made this announcement. So

after Daley made the announcement and the press conference was just about

to conclude, Pappas said, A Mr . Mayor ,

electrical workers has been settled. Can you please give us a statement on

t hat 20 He saiwer eid Otvleata ltrcepmidcy. cc oPappas

CBS News. We want to hear it from the
ADondt give me that bullshit. o (laught
Everybody left, and Pappas did not get his sound bite.

We went back to the press room, and t
Hall press room: Did Mayor Daley say
Some said, AYes, thatds what he said. oo

Bill Cameron, who was a ramreporter for WMAQ Radi®d and still is a

radio reporter today for WLS Radio in Chicago, gooddygya i d , AwWel |, I
got the tape right here. o So he pulls
And then after all the stories had been written and allebds had been

made, he cut that segment of the tape out, framed it, and it hung in the City

Hal | press room for a number of years.
saying o6bullshitdé in a press conferenc
piece of tapés right there. (laughter)

DePue: Why was that so significant? Because he was always so careful? Or because it
was so typical of who he was?

Gilbert: Oh, no, it wasnodét typical of who he wa
off-color comment at all. Manstories have been told about how he murdered
the English language, and had his own Daley

DePue: And his son carried on the tradition.

Gilbert: And Richard M. carried on that tradit.@i
went to Wendell Phillips High Sclbfor a Christmas concert. He was to
make a little speech and welcome everybody for coming, then introduce the
Wendell Phillips High School a capella choir. So after his speech he said,
AAnd now, | adies and gent | e memndell I am p

36



David Gilbert

Interview #1ST-A-L-2014011

Phillips High School Acapulco choi 0
not sure he knew what they were laughing about.

DePue: |l thought you were going to tell me t h
Democratic convent i on exacdtlyhowitlwénm t r yi ng

Gilbert: Shoot to maim |looters, and shoot toé

DePue: No é

Gilbert: The shoot to kill?

DePue: Something about the disorder.

Gilbert: Oh, AWe are here to create disorder, n
something like that?

DePue: That would be another Daley classic, | guess.

Gilbert: Really.

DePue: Going back to Ogilvie and some of the significant things that were going on in
l'llTinois politics at the time, the sta
and then in 1969, thdlihois Constitutional Convention convened in
Springfield. Did you cover that at all?

Gilbert: No, I did not. TheTribunecorrespondent for Springfield at the time was a
man named John Elmer, and John Elmer wagd tifieinereporter in charge of
covering tke constitutional convention. They had other reporters at different
ti mes who covered aspects of it, but J
deceased now.

DePue: What did you think about the job that the constitutional convention did?

Gilbert: Not being that lose to it at the time, it was much needed. There was a lot of
antiquated legislation on the books at the time. It did some good things. And
one of the major things it did was cha
them from national elections. lliinis elections for governor, statewide offices,
used to be held in conjunction with national elections. And you had coattail
effects from whoever was running for president. So | think that was good.

YGil bert is referencing one of Daley6s most .famous s

Outlining his expectations for the cityds policemen,

instructions to shoot arsonists on sight and to maim

therefore gave him specificinstruwthn s . 6 I n popul ar memory, this has been
to maim. 0 DePue is thinking of Daleyds defense of th
are not here to create disordsestpphleeyCanaeadhere fiG&hpo

t o M&hitagoiReader Apri | 4, 2002; i Da lGhigago TGhurtePeesnbeB21ss f or

1976.
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DePue: That would change your life.
Gilbert: Yeah, it cerainly did. And as Governor Thompson has referred to that, during
his first election in 1976 and his sec

stop campaigning during that first term in office. But it was the-Con that
had changed lllinois elections awsgm national elections.

DePue: Letds move on, then, to the 1972 guber
Democratic primary first, because | do
opposition in the Republican side, but certainly there was an interesteng rac
bet ween Paul Simon, who was the party?o

Gilbert: Paul Simon was |ieutenant governor of
the new lllinois constitution changed: the governor and lieutenant governor
were elected fromthesam party. He had served as O

governor, and Ogilvie was Republican and Simon was Democrat. Despite

that, | think the two gentlemen did get along fairly well. There was

communication. | think there was respect for each other under the

circumstances. Simon may not have been included in very much when it came

to the administration of the state, but he did have his own programs and

Ogilvie allowed him to manage those programs without a lot of interference.

So when Simon became the candidaté tttea Democratic Party in lllinois had
selected, |l dondét think it was any sur
he would be facing in the general election.

DePue: What were his credentials at that time?

Gilbert: What were Simondés credentials?

DePue: Yeah.

Gilbert: Gos h, |l 6d have to go back and |l ook at
| know he was well respected. He was a dbater.

DePue: He was from Troy, where hedd started h

Gilbert: That 6s r sagewspapetHean, ama he would occasionally drop into

the press room on the nineteenth floor at the State of lllinois Building, sit

down, prop his feet up, and tell stories. He always had his signature bowtie on.

You never saw Paul Simon, hardly, witholét bowtie. But that was Paul

Simon. He was a wonderful man, very bright man, saw the bigger scope. He

was certainly lefof-c ent er oriented, and out of ni
Walker, who was a populist, who was trying to ring the bell against the

estaltished party. Not unheard of. We can go back in history and see time

after time after time when that happened. Theodore Roosevelt probably is the

most significant person who did that, ran against all the conglomerates, all the

big businesses. He even raggaast the established Republican bosses in his
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own party, and yet he became one of the most popular politicians in our
countryo6s history.

DePue: Just going back to something you had talked about a little bit earlier, the
commission that was establishecst¢ udy what had happened
conventio® especially the role of the city polidewas headed by Dan
Walker. And | think you said it yourself, he was the one who called it a police

riot.
Gilbert: A police riot, right.
DePue: So t hat wa s atate hingto thenOaleytpeople, bugthen | know he

went after the Daleys with a vengeance.

Gilbert: Oh, the Daleys hated him and he hated the Daleys. When he was governor the
big fight that he and Richard J. Daley had was over trying to establish the
Crossown Expressway, and that widee single one issue in Governor

Wal ker 6s campaign. He wanted to build
basically woulddéve run along Cicero Av
more of a dividing line between Chicago and Cic&exwyn, and the Cook

County suburbs. Wouldodve dislocated th

homes, hundreds of businesses. Walker wanted to do it, and Richard J. Daley
fought it tooth and nail.
And that carried over into the Thompson administratiour.irig
Thompsondés first t e4+79one of hiobfgissueseavas whi c h
to settle that Crosstown Expressway controversy. Mayor Daley had passed
away in the meantime; he died in December of 1976, after Thompson was
elected and before he was swarras governor. But that was one of the first
summits that Thompson call@doringing together legislative leaders and
Mayor Bilandic in Chicago, who had replaced Mayor Daley as ndagnd
they reached agreement not to build the Crosstown Expressway, witiddh w
have captured millions of federal dollars that were just sitting there going
unused. It captured all that federal money, and that was used for
improvements to the Edens Expressway, to the Eisenhower Expressway, to
mass transit, to downstate transistgyns, downstate roads and bridges, and
t hat was probably Thompsonés first big

governort!

DePue: Were there other problems with the Crosstown, as far as the city was
concerned? Was that seen as an escape route, getting matopii¢he city
quicker?

Gilbert: There was that angle, but | think it was just part of the ultimate plan to move

people faster. If you look at transportation in the city of Chicago, even today
youdbve got the expresswaytsewesptothdhe sout

11 Kirk Brown, interview by Mike Czaplicki, December 22, 2009, 27 and 58. [Placeholder for Fletcher and
Thompson(??)]
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nort hwest, and to the north. Theyore |
can go any of those directions very ea
the commuter rail system, which is designed as spokes too, coming from

Indiana, fom the south suburbs, southwest to Joliet, the western suburbs, the
northwest suburbs, and all the way up to Milwaukee. So that worked well. But

if you wanted to go from north to south, | mean, it was almost impossible.

What route woul dkey€uceabe?o0Yoyododdacor

and take one of the expressways out. There was no real good way to get from

ObHare down to Joliet. So that was t he
Kramer, who was his secretary of transportation, had the idea\b#y,if we
just build this expressway then webve

any direction you want to go on a nice interstate highway.

DePue: So was that before [Interstate] 2947

Gilbert: That was before 294, yeah.

DePue: When was 294 built?

Gilbert: Well, 294 was built right around then,

west. So at that time there had been a lot of truck traffic, in particular to the
stockyards of Chicago, which is just southwest of Midway Airport. That was a
lot of truck traffic coming into Chicago, or going from the rails to the
stockyards, and there was no way to get there except on Cicero Avenue or
Western Avenue or one of those fdane city streets.

DePue: Letds go back to the pri mamnsgndEhnkct i on
probably quite a few of the Democratic politicians were quite surprised and
maybe shocked, even, when that occurre

between Ogilvie and Walker, and of course, Walker carries the day. Did you
cover much of the \Alker administration?

Gilbert: |l did cover Dan Wal ker, after he was ¢
for governor, but | followed it, of course, as did everybody. He had some key
people who were really good. He had Vince DeGrazia, who was his aiter eg
A lot of people thought Vince was really the populist brains of the operation.
He had Norton Kay, Norty Kay, who was his press secretary, and like myself,
had come out of the media. He was a reporteCfari ¢ aAgeriéas His
ex-wife was a very promient columnist in Chicago. So Norty Kay had a good
relationship with the working press, and they got people to follow Walker on
his walk from one end of the state to the other, where he got the nickname
Wal ki né Dan Wal ker .

DePue: One of the thingsearlyinhe Wal ker administration t
doesndét have much at all to do with Da
former governor and sitting federal judge Otto Kerner. Were you covering that
story at all?
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No, I did not. I did not covenidh Thompson as a reporter, and that was one of
the interesting gaps or ndinks. | did not know Jim Thompson personally
when the opportunity came to meet him.

Certainly the Kerner case is the ultimate, but he was earning quite a reputation
as U.SAttorney for the Northern District of lllinois going after a lot of
politicians, a lot of the power base in the city of Chicago. Did you think his
prosecution of Kerner was fair?

At the time, from what | saw and what the verdict was, | had na othe
information than to think that it was fair. After | got to know Thompson and

went to work for him, and especially

t

076, he would go into certain communi:t

lllinois, and people wouldall him names and swear at him about Otto Kerner
and about the verdict. | began to wonder, but as | looked at the facts and
talked to Thompson about it, there was no question in my mind that it was a
fair decision by the jury.

We 61 | ¢ o nis latbravibek wetget totthe campaign itself. I think you

had mentioned when we first met, ask about Sam Skinner and Joel Flaum. Did
you have any dealings with either of them, who were both in the U.S.
attorneyds office at the time?

They were asstant U.S. attorneys. | knew Sam Skinner from my boyhood
days in Wheaton, lllinois. His younger brother and | were classmates at
Wheaton Community High School, and Sam used to drive me to school
because he was a coupl e yeawhenbwamd der
freshman and sophomore. So | knew Sam, but | had kind of lost track of him.
And then | had heard that he was an Assistant United States Attorney, and we
had connected, but | did not talk to him about Thompson.

After | went to work for hompson | found out what the structure was. He
had an inner circle of assistants. Thompson had a circle of assistants that
included Joel Flaum and Sam Skinner, Dan Webb, and some others. And
before any major decision was made, whether to seek an indidmaant
case, that group would meet and they would more or less vote on whether or
not to seek an indictment. As Thompson later told the story, just about every
time, they agreed on whether to seek indictments. And during his years as
U.S. Attorney for théNorthern District of Illinois, there were about as many
Democrats that were indicted and prosecuted in the northern district of lllinois
as there were Republicans. He had an incredible record of indicting local
officials in municipalities and throughoutd suburbs of Chicago during that
time. So he wasndét going after just
Democratg?

The only one that he told me about where there was any disagreement in
the group over whether or not to seek indictment was Rich&rdldy. There

De

21 Pl acehol der for Thompsonoés discussion of the AKidd
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had been a considerable effort into certain activities by the mayor of Chicago,
Richard J. Daley. | am not aware of what the evidence was or lack of evidence
was, but he definitely was teed up as a person who they were seeking an
indictment fa. When it came time to decide whether they were going to seek
an indictment, there was disagreement among the group, and Thompson said
no, they werendt going to seek an indi
me in the pagt and he should probably spetakthis more than | should, for
sureéd but it was a matter of not being sure about the evidence, and that it
would be so disruptive to the city and
why not Kerner in that same ragard?o |
passed, and he was no longer an elected public official in the state of lllinois,
whereas Daley was another matter.

There are all kinds of arguments that can be levied on either side of that

decision, and | stil]l naiiegtto apgChicagoane € J u s
and he said, AOh, you were Thompsonos
sai d, AnYeah, he was probably the | ast
state. o It was kind of a joke, but we
theony probl em | have with Thompson is t
And 1 6ve heard that before from other
Thompsonds history from | aw school to
the U.S. att or neshéappeningfohthecDemocratiogideefh at w
the |l edger, there probably wasndét an o

Take us back to the national level again, because this is the timeframe when

Richard Nixon is president of the United States, arzbafse, in 1972 he runs

for reelection against George McGovern and swamps McGovern in the
general election. But a few months pri
coming out of th&VashingtorPostand elsewhere about this peculiar brgak

attheWat ergate. As a reporter, as somebo
junkie by that time, whoob6és fascinated
reaction as the story about Watergate starts to unfold?

I 611 precede answer i n hoWaan,evhogast e wi t h
United States Attorney, was appointed by the Justice Department to be the
special prosecutor to investigate Spir

president, and there were certain allegations about things that Agnew had
done. Thompsowent to Washington, did his investigation, submitted his
report to the Justice Department, and then returned to Chicago. When he got

of f the plane at O6Hare, there was a s
there, television and newspaper reportecsarr adi o, and t hey sa
Mr. Thompson, what was your impression of Spiro Agnew and what you

found?d6 And Thompson bluntly said, A He

his investigation. Nixon had appointed Thompson as U.S. attorney. And he
came bak, | would say, with a finding that was not received enthusiastically
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by President Nixon and his administratigr$o Thompson kind of cut the
cord with the Nixon administration at

DePue: That was 0673, per haps?
Gilbert: Yeah, around there. So when that happened, | think there was suspicion that
was cast. The press, in general, didno

that he ran and won.

| had a personal connection to Watergate. When President Nixon was
called fa impeachment in the House of Representatives, the Republicans
were in the minority and the Democrats were in the majority, as you might
figure. Thatos how that all came about
Chicago attorney and one of the founders of Je&rlock, one of the two or
three largest law firms in the city. Bert Jenner was summoned to Washington
to be lead counsel for the minority, so he was the lead counsel for the
Republicans on the judiciary committee that was investigating Watergate. |
hada very good friend at the time whose name was Ted Tetzlaff; Ted was a
very bright young lawyer out of Princeton undergrad and Yale Law School,
and he went to school near the time that both Clintons were at Yale. He was at
Jenner 6s fir m raBertJenmencalled T&d TBttladf to loe his a
assistant on the minority counsel on the judiciary committee investigating

Watergate.

Ted, being an assistant, would call I
proceedings. | was a reporter at frrdoung andhevoul d s ay, ALook
tomorrow, 0 or whatever. | would pass t

who was covering the hearings on the scene, or to our staff in the city room
who were connected to it, and they would use that information. So that was

kind of a |ink that wasé | never wrote
input toTribunearticles that were being written about Watergate.
Eventually Tedds credentials were che

members [ who arguedleptutbdti claen raemal Isyh owd
serving as assistant minority counsel
one time, had worked on the staff of Congressman Brademis in Indiana, who

was a Democrat, and so therefore he was booted off the minority counsel

team.The next day, Jenner hired Ted back on as a special assistant outside

counsel to work with him, so it was an interesting time. But Watergate was
something that needed to happen in the Nixon administration. They were

B3 While U.S. attorney for the Northern District of lllinois, Thompson was appointed by the Department of

Justice to defend it against a lawsuit filed bynfer Vice President Agnew. Agnew claimed he could not

receive a fair trial because of the departmentos | ea
corruption while governor of Maryland. On October 10, 1973, Agnew pleaded no contest te tagoewasion

and resigned the vice presidency. When Thompson returned to Chicago, he told the press that the investigation
Aifound Agnew a simple crook. The country is well rid
coverage and angered many Repui cans who were still |l oyal to Agnew.
Thompson Cal | s Clhicggo BusTimes COob&bhér 11, 1973; Jack Mabl e
enough f oChicdgg Tribum? , @ct ober 14, 1973; BettyHwWashi bgt on,
Chicago Daily News Oct ober 18, 1973. [placeholder for Thompso
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playing fast and loose with administxeg power. There are a lot of

similarities, | think, to the Nixon administration and the Obama administration
in that regard. | know people would pin me up against a wall if | said that
publicly. The Obama administration, they are taking a lot of leewtyein

power of the executive branch to do things not authorized by Congress or not
authorized by the Constitution. The Nixon thing was a criminal act, and one

step more than that, so it shouldndt b
regard.

Oneofthe easons I 6m asking, though, is yo
up in this very religious family. Youo
And yet now youdbve gotten into report.i

Daley, with the reputation he hadterms of the iron fist of running Chicago,
with Jim Thompson going after lots of politicians of both stripes in Chicago

and Il linois in general. Now youbve go
Were you becoming increasingly jaded and cynical aboutdligcpl

process?

Thereds not much hope there, i s there?

| mean, this was the reaction of many American citizens, that they became
more cynical about politics at the time.

That kind of leads to: | was transportation edabtheTribune My good
friend Bob Davis covered the Federal Building in Chicago and covered Jim
Thompson as U.S. attorney, and he was my neighbor; he and | lived next to

each other in Chicago. One day he said
forgoer nor, and heds | ooking for a press
sai d, AAre you kidding?0 And he said,
name?0 | said, fANo, you can give him n
Thompson called me a couple of weeksar and sai d, AnGil ber
Thompson. |l 6m going to be running for
secretary. Are you interested?0 | said
covering politics for th&€hicagoTribunet her eds one thing t ha
and that is never to get involved in p
of feel the same way, but 1 6d Ilike to

ASure. o
So a week or so latérl think it was early July of 19% | went and met
with him. Hewas meeting in an office at Winston & Strawn, which he was
not officially working for at the time, but they were kind enough to give him
of fice space after he had | eft the U.
in July, around July fourth, that heag/going to run for governor. | met with
him for about two hours, and we talked about these issues. We talked about
Watergate. We talked about the cynicism of politicians in general. We talked

N

about Kerner. We talked awedMayon!| | of t
Dal ey. |l 6ve covered these politicians.
politics. o6 He said, AWel |l , youdbre exac
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Youbve worked in Springfield. Youdve ¢
covered politicatampaigns in the state. You know what the press wants in a
campaign. You know what they donodot al w

enough person who gets along with peop
We talked for two hours. He told me about his ambg&jovhat he wanted to
do, and that was bring good government to lllinois. That was basically it. He

wanted to get Il linoisdbs economy wor ki
produce jobs for the people in lllinois. Simple as that.

After we talked hea i d , AAre you interested now
I dondt know. Il still dondét know about
|l et 6s do t hi s: |l et 6s take two weeks. I
What do you s ay? ghtmaybe that chight lde Ehe lasetimé |t h

| heard from Thompson, actually, but I did think about it. | talked to my
friends at thelribuneabout it, guys like Jim Strong, who was labor editor at
theTribuneand my desk partner; Stormy was his nickname. Anon§tr

woul d say, AYou know, guy, youodre craz
Dan Wal ker . How are you going to beat
get into politics. o0 Other reporters an

Thompson6s Haprapably would do yt different. Maybe you might

be onto something here. o After two wee
say, AWhat are you thinking? Thatos cr
theTribune Youdr e on alripediydtornadd k yatu tshey

here?0 By the end of the evening, when
forth, I was thinking, nwel |, maybe th
After two weeks, Thompson call ed me
Thompson | 6ve tchleek etdwy owe®lkugs .amespi t
hear d, |l still want you to be my press
Ji m, | 6ve taken two weeks and checked
|l 611 take the job. o He saiAddthatidso ki ddi
it.

DePue: Did you know before that moment, that you were going to say yes when he
called?

Gilbert: | was probably 80 percent sur e, but |

called, I just had a feeling this was the thing to do.

DePue: Goingback to what was the plan, huh? What was the plan for you?

Gilbert: Thereds a plan in there somepl ace.
DePue: Were you married at the time?

Gilbert: | was not married at the time. | had been divorced, and that was a good thing

too. It was a job for a sithg guy.
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That 6s why | was asking the question,
jobtimewi se to be a reporter. You had to
completely different world to be a press secretary for a guy with that kind of
ambition. Or did you?

| did, twentyfour/seven. | knew it was going to be anytime, anyplace.
Did he know your politics?

Yeah, | think he asked me about it in our conversation. | told him that at the
time | considered myself an indepentd had voted for Alan Dixon. |
remember that.

For his Senate run.
It wouldbdébve been Secretary of State, r
Yeah, let me check on that. Treasurer.

For treasurer. Okay, thatos rlugedt, bec
him as an exampl e, seasureraadtthenihe betachd® v e b e
Secretary of State. So | considered myself an independent. | vote for the right
person, for the best person in my opinion.

Had you voted for Walkér
No.

0 or for Ogilvie?

Ogilvie.
(pause in recording) We took a very qu
talk about the actual election itseltf

full campaign mode, | would think.

lté6stAdUPUS, and itds actually eighteer
the first fulktime staff person Thompson hired, as press secretary, and | joined

his campaign on August 2, 1975. There were a few volunteers who had been

helping out: DarWeil, who was o an Assistant U.S. Attorney on his staff;

Dan Kennelly, who was a former Chicago policeman, who kind of served as a
volunteer assistant before he came on board fullme . I wouldnoét c
bodyguard but he did carry a concealed weapon. A few otugriga But in

August of 1975, we had nothing. We had
We didnét have paper. We didnét have a

What was your pay scale like, compared to working o timune?
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It was abouthe same. | think my pay scale was $35,000 alféh at 6 s wha't
we agreed to, whatever that boiled down to per month. And Thompson met

his payroll; I must give him credit for that. There were some times during the
firstcampaigh and | 61 | ¢ oimged thai wetwiera about out oa  m
money, but he did pay his staff people.

Youbre the press secretary, the guy th
make hi msel f k n-&newn.in CHieagosHow abouythewest| |
of the state at that time?

In the sixcounty Chicagoland area, he was fairly well known. His name

recognition was about 36 percent. And for a-etetted public official, that

wasnot bad f-county &rdneSo e didd a posketxf people who

knew him, it was ceainly here. Downstate, when you got south of Interstate

80, it was almost zero. And when you got really south, you know, into

southern lllinoi® south of Carbondale and Mount Vernon and down in that

aredpeople didndét know hi mg. ThS8ngpsowlad st ar t

never run for elective office before.
But prior to announcing he was running for governor, he used to meet for

breakfast every Wednesday morning at the Union League Club of Chicago

with two gentlemenone was Marshall Korshak, who had been the

Democratic city treasurer, | believe, for the city of Chicago. At this time |

dondét know if he held elected office;

committeeman for some ward. The other person was Michael J. HoMrleltt

Mike Howlett and Thompson were good friends. At the time, Howlett was

Secretary of State, and very popular, probably the most popular Democrat in

the state. For the Jefferson Day dinners throughout the state, he was always

the speaker that was mosiught after.

Youdbre saying this while Dan Wal ker 6s
Democrat.

Oh, exactly. Exactly. But Mike Howlett, a wonderful storyteller, had a

patronage army of thousands as Secretary of State, probably the largest

empbyee base in state government, and he was a nice guy. | knew Mike

Howlett, and I still know his sons. | ran into Eddie Howlett just last week, and
wonderful, wonderful guy. The point of the story here is that Howlett and

Korshak, two Democrats, meeting tilim Thompson, who was a United

States Attorney, ready to resign to run for governor. And Howlett tells
Thompson, AJi m, i f youdre going to run
the people. Youbve got to sl apest hem on
You have to drink beer with them. You have to laugh with them. You have to

cry with them. And you have to go to
whoés a rookie, all the stuff he had

14 This would amount to a $154,000 salary in 2014. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Inflation Calculator,
http://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm.
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basically.

When | came dooard | had covered enough politicians that | knew the
good ones from the bad ones. The good ones did what Mike Howlett said you
Sshould do: youdre one of the people, Yy
picture taken with them, and you shake their handsnipson was invited to
go to a certain event and he went, and there were fifty people there in a big
room. B e c afoossei xh,e 6hse Gssi xk i n d-coastiouss n k nowi n
about his height, so he would go stand in a corner. At the time | wasix
andl kind of understood that because | had a tendency to do the same thing.
So after that first event | said, dAaJin
to do a couple of things: one, when you walk into a room like this, you have to
stand in the middlefdhe room so you can be with all the people; two, you
have to shake as many hands as you can; and three, you have to tell them your

name and what youdre running for. nHI
running for governor ogfatlhlelriinnogi sy.oou Isfa
l 6m Jim Thompson. l 6m running. I want
governor of Illinois.o0 Thatoés all youbd

over and over and over.

So he started doing it and he got reallpdat it, and he found out he
really liked it. He found out that because he was big, because he spoke well,
because he had this incredible law enforcement record that people who knew
him did know about, they wanted to meet him. They wanted to meet this guy
You know, this guy who stood up to the machine and Chicago and threw the
crooks in jail, the guy who went after
like him, but a lot of people did, or a lot of people were just fascinated to meet
the guy who had thedllis to do something like that.

DePue: Yeah, the former governor.

Gilbert: Yeah. So he had that going for him.

DePue: How long did it take him to get comfortable in doing that?

Gilbert: A couple of months.

DePue: That 6s al |l ?

Gilbert: That 6s al first pedple Ehired thentwaselim Skilbeck, whose

nickname was Skilby. | hired Skilby primarily because he came out of radio,

and he had some radio broadcasting background. He had a radio voice. He had
done country and western programs and he had ddnshtalvs, mostly in

secondary markets, so not a walown guy; nobody knew who Skilby was.

But he had also been involved in several Republican congressional races, so

he knew what wor ked % Westet boobking s and wh

15 0n Sklbeck, see Kim Fox.
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Thompson into paradeand the first holiday coming up was Labor Day, so
we booked him into the Labor Day parades.

DePue: Did he make the state fair that year?
Gilbert: Yeah, he did. He did make the state fair the first year. That was in August of
1975. | d o n 6had muemoéam mpact. The secbrel year, 1976,

he was all over the state fair, and | think he had a much bigger presence.

DePue: Let me read you a couple lines from tbeicagoDaily News August 1617,
1975, during the state fair. This is an article altbatstate fair, and Dan
Wal ker 6s there and Jim Thompsoné6s ther
| adies and gentl emen. Get the best foo
heds making. And hereds Jim Thompson:
runi ng for governor.o (laughter)

Gilbert: Well, he had memorized his lines by then.

DePue: AWhere are you from?0 And a |ittle bit
seldom walks from one point to another at the fair without shaking most of the
handsilbbet ween. Wi th 98 percent name reco

|l 6m Dan. 60 Now herebds the part thatos
ABut Thompson was s e e nboocwalkmgifronitheng a po
fairds col i seum without dladhandiRgeapyorte,landovehn  t e n't
55 percent name recognition, most of it in Chicago area, he cannot expect

downstate fairgoers to stop and stare

Gilbert: | would agree with that 100 percent. And it probablywagn unt i | 0676 t
began to hone what became known- as Tho
shirts,6frhompson For Governamgrange ishirts with blue lettering. Jim
Skilbeck then even took it a step further: he got a bullhorn. And Thompson

wouldwalkinhe parade. Someti mes hedd wal k \
Carr before they were married). Hedd g
people, and Skilby would be out front
gentlemen, here comes Jim Thompson, the nextggo nor of | I 1 i noi
people would cheer. Other people would boo, but usually the cheers were

more predominant . Hedéd stop, chug a be
hand it back. He would sign autographs

riding in a car. There may have been a few times when he rode in a car into a
stadium or something, but rarely. He was always walking.

DePue: Was Jayne with him for some of these parades?
Gilbert: Yeah, Jayne was with him, aihd
DePue: Walking with him?
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Yeah, walking with him, and when Samantha got older she was walking with
him. They grew up as a campaigning family, and they accepted it.

Did Jayne seem to like it? Especially in the first couple campaigns.

Yeah, she did. She did. She wagssuri si ng, how much fun it
seen in the picture of her going down the giant slide at the state fair with him.

It was fun. But there was a problem on the campaign trail for not only Jayne

Carr Thompson but for anygniggooaubgge of a
office, and that is that the public, the electorate, nine times out of ten will go

right by the spouse to get to the candidé&t®o here she is with her husband,

AHey, Ji m, over her e; hey, Ji m, over h
ssying, fAHey, Jayne, over here. 0 Nobody
of a person to be able to stand in the
what hedés got to do. This is what heos
support itthatl 6imt ha ppyi ng so well for h
ltdéds interesting, because thatods the p
Basically, yeah. Yeah, thatdos an inter

for Jayne at some times. When Thompson met Jayne<barwyas an
Assistant lllinois Attorney General under Bill Scott, and she was good. She
did a lot of trial work. She wrote some amazing briefs. She was considered a

star in his office. Very good, and t ha
attractedtohel. egal |l y, t hey were on t he same
same platform, I &m not sur e, but the s

They understood it. They talked about it. They had a lot of comfort with each

other in that regard. When Thompson s&dntunning for governor and then

was elected governor, her legal career all of a sudden was compromised
because she is dating or is married to
or sheés the first | ady of Inlydui noi s, a
have in that regard? She handled that as well as anybody could. She tried

joining a private firm. She tried doing legal work. She tried to be Of Counsel.

And these conflicts of interest kept popping up, or they were afraid they

would popupinalobf cases, so that didndét worKk

Letds go back to the very beginning da
strategy? | assume you and Thompson sat down and brainstormed about that.

16 And occasionally, they experienced worrisome interactions. Samantha Thompson, interview by Mike
Czaplicki, April 4, 2014, [currently 25; finalize pa
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I rst
gni nog
mp s on

Gilbert: We did brainstorm ab
beentalkkingabut , and t hato
and meeting peopl €&
The second part was meeting Republicans w
were going to vote for him in a primary. We
didndot know who was
him as an opponent in the primary.

Before Tlompson announced that he was
going to run for governor, he went and met wi
his old boss, Bill Scott, who was the Attorney
General for lllinois. Scott was the faiaired
Republican. After Dick Ogilvie, it was suppose
to be Bill Scott who was going tomdor
governor and be the next Republican governo
of Il linois. |l donot
Korshak played into this strategy, but
Thompson went into Bi
know if it was unannounced, but | understand
that he just one day waldento his office, said,
AHI, Bill .o Scott sai
you doing here?06 And
came to tell you that
Governor of 1lllinois.
understand it, it was a shock to Bill Scott, and
he didndét know what t
didndét give him much
respond. He said, A Of
that thatdéds my intent

DePue: So that was Thompsonds wayonenf? el i mi nat

Gilbert: Il dondét think it was his way of el i min
eliminate him, but | dondét think thato
hi m. But it was part of the strategy t
goingtolmppen, and |1 6m going to be out t he

DePue: As far as getting into the Republican base, especially downstate areas, how
big a role do the Lincoln Day dinners play?

Gilbert: Huge role. The Lincoln Day dinners, and meeting and getvikgpdw and
having that beer or that cocktail with the Republican County Chairman, was
just key. Not that Thompson had an opponent in the first primary, but he
wanted to gin up the Republican vote in the primary, because he knew he was
going to need 100 pegnt Republican vote in the general election, no matter if
it was Dan Walker or someone else, plus a large number of independents, plus

17 Slogan on a 1976 camai pamphlet.
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a number of Democrats. Those were the numbers he had to achieve to win. So

as you saw in those commercials that we wedchhe more name recognition

hehad Thi s Man Thompson, This Man Thomps
Thompson, 6 AOh, | B edaaasdoimportanttothate out h
first campaign strategy.

DePue: From what you said, then, going into the campaign he recogn&ededed
to pull enough Democrat votes to be able to win?

Gilbert: Yes.
DePue: He woul dndot be able to do it just with
Gilbert: Unh-uh. So we soon opened campaign offices at 110 South Dearborn Street,

right across fronfrirst National Bank Plaza. Great campaign offices. We
began to get volunteers. Jim Fletcher came on as our first campaign manager.

DePue: Another U.S. attorney guy?

Gilbert: No. Fletcher, | believe, was associated with Bernie Epton; Bernie Epton had
beena Republican state legislator, a representative, and had run for mayor
against Harold Washington. And wedl |l h
Fletcher came ou® of Eptonds law firm.

DePue: But the race against Harold Wdasehi ngt on

Gilbert: That happened later, right. That was Bernie Epton. But Fletcher, | believe,
came i n. FIl etcher is a very smart man.
animal. He knows the ins and outs of especially Republican politics at this
time.

DePLe: Is that to say that Jim Fletcher is that guy that every good campaign needs to
have? Heds the number cruncher who you
can tell you how ités going to go?

Gilbert: Pretty much so. He 1 s ohaww. Bathe, @lomge guys
with a few other people, were key in that first campaign. He worked the
Republican strategy. |l dondét know i f K
think he may have. Bill Cellini was a big supporter early on, and those men
had thedownstate network more in hand than anyone else. So they would put
toget her Republican chairmen reception
convinced Thompson was of the i mport an
take him long to figure out that these guysevieey, and he had to have their
undivided loyalty.

We took off from there. We had a campaign office. We began to open

BF|l etcher m

anaged Eptondés 1983 campaign against Wash
Thompsonds 1976

campaign, see [Placeholder for Fletec
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offices downstate. We put together our own network of advance people; Bob

At hey, who had worked a | cabceworkfoNi xonos
him, came in and helped set up our advance team. We had county

coordinators in just about every county. It began to build from there. And all

of a sudden, Thompson, whodés a great s
political speech. You saw ht®mmercials, and we wanted the impression,

when people heard Thompson speaking about how he tackled the corrupt

machine politicians in Chicago, that they would hear a cell door slamming in

the background. Thatdés the itmage gweg 0wWa
tough. Heds big. Nobodyds going to tou

for us.
DePue: Did that play equally as well in the city and the suburbs and downstate?
Gilbert: Some parts of the city, and in the African American communities of Chicago

and certain African American churches it played very well. In certain Cook

County suburbs it played very well. In DuPage County it was a home run.
(DePue | aughs) Theydd been waiting for
of our own!

DePue: DuPage Countydd the reputation at that time of being the second most
Republican dominated county in the country.

Gilbert: Yeah, | think so.

DePue: Go ahead.

Gilbert: | mean, it just began to build. But with all of these people coming on, every
county chairman, whentiie j oi ned, had their hand ou
jobs are we going to get here in Ogle
mean to Woodford County?0 And Woodford
Eureka is home. ltéds probabinthe one of t
state, and that will come into play in

DePue: Well, because who went to school at Eureka College?

Gilbert: As a Democrat, though.

DePue: Ronald Reagan.

Gilbert: Yeah, he was a Democrat when he went to Eureka. But Eurbisahieme, as

far as going to college, along with Dixon. Another key part of the strategy
along with Fletcher coming in as campaign manager, Bob Athey coming in to
kind of head up the advance team and work on thad peais Bailey
Deardorff,which was Doudailey and John Deardorff. They had a primarily
liberal Republican consulting firm based out of Washington, but they came in
and wanted to do the political commercials and strategies and so forth. They
had a polister tied with them named Bbéeter Teeter of course, is a big
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name in political polling throughout the years, both Republican and Democrat,
[though he] was primarily considered a Republican pollster. So Bailey
Deardorff and Teeter joined our campaign. They came in for strategy sessions,

andbase on their polling said, AYour nam
Chicago area is good, [around]-600 per cent . Downstate yo
all, so you should really build that ©b
youbll need. 0

Butwetalkkedabau t hat and said, Al f we can n

Chicago metropolitan area but build it from downstate, spend a lot of time
downstaté in the county fairs, in the state fairs, at the Lincoln Day dinners,
the Memorial Day parades, the Fourth of Julsepi@s, and so foréhand get
t hat name recognition built up downst a
[we can] send news to Chicago that plays inTthbune theSunTimes the
Daily News theAmerican and then on WMAQ radio, which was the talk
radoofhe ti me, and WBBM. 0 Thatdés where S
as the radio man. We tried to get a segment out of a speech every day and
send it up to Chicago, and hedéd get on
Thompson who was in Olney today, speaking tokhewa ni s. And her e
gotathitrys econd sound bite where he saidéo
was. And that stuff began to play. So we were keeping his identity stirred up
in the Chicago area through the Chicago news media, while meeting and
building a base in downstate lllinois.

Now comes Mi ke Howlett, and | 6ve hea
Rostenkowski, who was chairman of the ways and means contnittee
longtime Democrat committeeman from the Northwest Side, wonderful guy.

Consideed the most powerful guy in the House of Representatives for a
while.

Absolutely, and they said at that time, second or third most powerful man in
Washington. But Rosty told me this story, actually, a couple of times. He was

out playing golfoneady, and t he pro comes up and
from Mayor Dal ey. He needs to talk to
story, you know, AWhat in the hell doe
shop, picked up the phone, called the mayor bai#t,Daley allegedly told

hi m, AWhere is Mike Howlett? | want hi
and tell him heds running for governor
mat ch for the day. But he went and fou

talked b the mayor. He wants you to run for governor, and that would be in

the primary against Dan Walker. 0 We so
heard the story that Howlett was going to be running in the primary against

Dan Wal ker and c o unentinthegeretaleletpon.cAnddé s o p p
we thought, Oh man, whatodés this going
had sat in the Union League Club for several years every Wednesday morning

over breakfast?

Was that well known?
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Gilbert: No, no, not at all.

DePue: Now, this speaks volumes about Wal kerod
Wal ker had made his entire career repu
not a surprise, certainly.

Gilbert: Right, and they were bitter enemies over the Crosstown Esxpags People
forget how big that Crosstown Expressway issue was. | mean, it was huge.
And so with all the flair of Chicago Democratic politics, Mike Howlett
announced that he was the Democratic candidate, endorsed by the machine in

Chicago, and

DePue: When would that have occurred?

Gilbert: The primary was March 17, 1976, so it had to be in the fall.

DePue: So enough time to give Howlett a chance to put together a credible campaign?

Gilbert: Right.

DePue: And | would think he Opsoblenowithragsmgtheg t o h a
money he needs to do that.

Gilbert: No, you wouldndét think <safersomDag t he mos
speaker.

DePue: (laughs) I know when the Lincoln Day dinners are. Those are mostly in
February.

Gilbert: Yeah.

DePue: Wh e nJé@cksonlefferson?

Gilbert: About the same time.

DePue: Are they? So another purely political kind of an event.

Gilbert: Rubber chickenr?® Greg Baise and | would go with Thompson to some of
these Lincoln Day dinners, aordix wedd ha

people. | would be there, or Skilbeck; one of the press people would be there.

Webdbd probably have the county coordina
in. Wedd have one or two state police,
to our campaign, doefore that, Dan Kennelly, who was our own Heaéring

(laughs) aide. Thompson would get up,
rolling and rolling, and wedd be in th
We gotta be here. Tehéev eweqdathetrad sg ectl oosu tn

19 Reference to the frequency and quality otkkn the dinners offered.
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During that first campaign, we put together a volunteer air force, and we

didndédt have state &uUa0miesaléngand 300 hilesnoi s 6 s
wide. People in southern lllinois are closer to Mississippi than tieey a

Chicago, in more ways than one, as Thompson used to say. So we started

putting together people who had airplanes, who would volunteer to fly

Thompson and a couple of aides around. One of our good pilots was Bob

Donahue, and a good friend of mine, whantven to work for the FAA in

Washington, in charge of airports. But Bob and his padtiieBa d We at her 0
Blough(pronounced blowyvas his nicknante flew a twinengine plane, and

those guys would take off in bad weath
shoul dn&ti nwet hrough this stuff. o

Were you spending most of your time on the campaign trail, or back in the
home office?

I n 675 and 676 | was almost totally on
speechwriting at first, but after he got the hang dhibmpson was his own

speechwriter. Most of it came off the cuff. | mean, he was just a natural

speaker. He just had a mind that would not forget a statistic, so if you told him
something, if you gave him some information, you darn well better be sure it

was good information, because hedd be

That 6s the reporting side of you: ma k e

Darn right. In our press staff, we just had a couple of rules. One was just what

you said: always be sure yoave your facts straight. Secondly, always return
every phone call that you get the same
you havenét gone home yet and youdve g
calls. And never lie. Never give a reporter badrinfoat i on t hat 6s nof

What were the main issues of the campaign?
In which campaign, the primary or the general?
Letbds start with the primary.

The main issue in the primary election was, Who is Jim Thompson? It was
merelyWho i s this man, whatoés he done, ar
And that morphed into jobs, jobs, jobs
get the economy of lllinois back on its feet. Honesty, integrity in government.

And, of course, there wadways the shadow of Otto Kerner behind those

statements, whether you believed Thompson did the right thing or not. And

his reputation. The economy definitely became the issue.

Il n the general election, runnigng aga
to be running this state i f Mi ke Howl e
Howlett or is it going to be Mayor Daley? We had a door hanger put together,
we actually had it drawn up and ready to go, which was a picture taken of

56



David Gilbert Interview #1ST-A-L-2014011

Mayor Richard J. Daley andiMk e Howl ett at the St. Pa
Chicago. And it was a side profile shot. Howlett was here with his jowls

hanging down, with his felt hat on, with his dark coat with the Sons of Ireland

banner across, and standing just in front of him wasahee profile of Mayor

Daley. So you had Howlett here, Daley

way, and the only thing it said on the
running Il linois?Oo0
DePue: Now, you talked yourself about Thompson having all thesdsweth

Howlett every week over the years. Did Thompson really believe that Howlett
woul dndét be his own guy once he became

Gilbert: Who knew? Howlett didndét want to run f
Rostenkowksi confirmed that. He was happy asatbelbeing Secretary of
State: didndot have the pressure; had t
reelect him, whodéd do the work; he was

secretary of stateds office takes car e

DePue: And yet, whenheanounces in the fall, youdve (g«
his own power b&aIewnwhecddssert hewsltlat e.
campaign think that it was going to be Walker or Howlett that they would

face?
Gilbert: When Howlett announced, we thougthivould be Howlett. The Chicago
machine was going to be too much in Chicago for Walker to overcome, and
Howl ettdés popularity downstate. Wal ker
the same invites that Howlett was getting for the Jackisdierson Day
dinners.
DePue: But you mentioned yourself that the secretary state position is a great one if
ités all about patronage, and thereods
south. Wouldndét the Democrats down sou
answer ng my own question. Theyd6d be beho
Gilbert: Exactly. Whobés the secretary of state?

own question. The other thing was, we had a tested group of coordinators
throughout the state, young kids, who belieiredhompson, who had hit the

ground, and we had refined our campaign act by the time that general election

came around. So when Thompson rolled into town, there were banners at the
airport, the press was there, there was a caravan, the county chairman was

the RV with Thompson riding to the event, and it was a-o#g#id machine.

Howl ett didndét have that kind of a can
There were stories that he was supposed to go to Decatur and the plane landed

at Bloomington or somhing like that, and he was just having all kinds of

problems.

DePue: This was in the general campaign or the primary?
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No, the general.
Who would you have preferred to run against, Walker or Howlett?

Either one. Either one, but wiedught Howlett would be the more difficult
candidate to run against, just because of the Daley machine. And it started out
that way. When we were approaching Labor Day in #9FF6ad referred to

this a little bit earlied we were about out of money. Thoserguercials that

you saw down there had been produced for the primary.

Yeah, we were watching these commercials during lunch today.

Yeah, and those cost money. Thereds a
have to buy media time. You havepot them on TV, and we had radio spots,

and so forth. We had a paid staff now that was pretty large. And it was tough.

So wedre running out of money, we <CcO0me
says, AWedre going to have tansfl ay some
because weodre just about atTriduiee end of
poll came out on Labor Day weekend that showed Thompson had a

substantial lead over Howlett, and the floodgates opened. The money started
pouring in. People who had beenholdg back sai d, AHmMmM, t |
to win, and I &dm going to get on board.
until the election, we were almost exclusively in downstate lllinois. We had

Chicago media traveling with us much of the time on a daily basseseere

making Chicago news on every newscast. Meanwhile, in Mount Vernon,
l'llTinois, (imitates newscast) fAJim Tho
setter, and he named him Guv.o AlIl of
it worked.

I 6 mnggaoreveal a little bit of my own cynicism about politics. You said

that when it was clear Thompson had a sizable lead over Howlett, the
floodgates opened and he got a | ot mor
voter who wants to contribute to a campaigghtbe more compelled to

contribute to a close campaign so he thinks he can push his guy over the finish

l i ne. But if youdbre opening up the flo
money, youbre getting money from deep
tha they want to get out of the government once that person becomes

governor.

Welcome to politics.
(laughs) So that is the case? The second scenario is the case?

Both are the case, but since the beginning, since the first eletiadmats

always been an incentive for someone t
going to be in a position of power to help somebody out. Now, what you do to

help those people out is another story, and once we get past the election we
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can talk about soe safeguards that Thompson put into place to make sure we
wer enodot going to have problems along t

| got a little bit ahead of myself. | did want to mention here the results of the

primary. Thompson did havevlett\Wakerpponent
Howlett 48.1 percent, Walker 41.7 percent. Pretty significant defeat for Dan
Wal ker, the sitting governor. Anything

primary opponent, Richard Cooper?

Dick Cooper was a Weight Watchers guru, | think of Oak Brook. Nice

guy. Probably running for governor bec
know what else to do. Never had much of a platform. Always nattily attired;
he dressed really well. Didndét have th

parades omeeting with people or so forth. A little stiffer candidate, and he
certainly didndot have the organization
organization together like that.

Does that mean that you could save your resources for the genetiah€lec
You didndét have to devote too much to

No, no, not at all. It was just the ot
to be raised for the general, and one way to do that is in the primary. We were

spending a considerable amountob ney on name | D, the T
Thompsono commercials that ran, especi

then gave him an edge in the general. | had talked earlier about election night
on March seventeenth, when Thompson won the primary. He beat Dick
Cooper, which, big deal, but it was a big deal. It was the first election that
Thompson had won.

And the vote was 77.1 percent for Thompson; 9 percent is what Cooper
polled.

Yeah, not bad. But we took five or six commercials out of that ijictpeech
on election night, so thatds where the
at all during the primary.

Webve been talking about that quite a
general election, May eighth, Thompson announces that héagnd are

engaged. Or they probably jointly announced. | want you to talk about how

much that was part of the political discussion (Gilbert laughs) versus just a

spur of the moment thing.

It was neither. It waseverpart of the political discugsn. It was never a
spurof-themoment deal. These two had known each other for quite some

time, and | think probably had quite an admiration for each other for quite

some time. But you know what? They never invited me on any of their dates,

s o | 0 beoutindeft field if | was commenting on that, because |

woul dndt know what | was talking about
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DePue: But come on, Mr. Reporter, every journalist in Chicago had to be speculating
it wasall about the campaign.

Gilbert: Well, I will tell you some factaind things that | do know that may solve your
cynical mind. (laughter) Youdre a cyni
Thompsonds birthday, and there are son

the road on May eighth, which may or may not come out in oausisons.

They did have a wonderful courtship, and Jayne was a wonderful person and
fit into the campaign extremely well. She kept working through all of this. She
was still working as an assistant attorney general.

DePue: You mean U.S. Attorney,orwasesh i n t he attorney gener:

Gilbert: No, she was in Bill Scottds office. Th
along. It was primarily Thompson on the campaign trail before they were
married. She did join him on certain occasions, but it was piymar
Thompson. When they did get married, they got married in St. James

Cathedral.

DePue: That 6s June nineteenth.

Gilbert: June 19, 196. The wedding was beautifulsA you wal ked in, it
by invitation. There were invitations that wereseritqu and | 6 m sur e
some people who werendét invited got in

certain areas that were reserved for invited guests. Have you ever been in to
St. James Cathedral?

DePue: No.

Gilbert: Beautiful, beautiful church. Big cathedralgh ceilings, choir lofts along the
side, and the altar and everything. The choir loft, over on this side, it just so
happened that was reserved for Republican county chairmen. (laughter) Does

t hat hel p? Because they woaliticaled to att e
weddi ng, but, you know, youdre spendin
Thompsondés good friends: AOf course he
So we had a special section set off for them.

DePue: As t he press secr datnagr yf ofrorg oav egwny rwh a éhs

bad press either, is it?

Gilbert: Oh no, it was wonder ful. Every woman i
pictures of the wedding, or what kind of a dress did she have on, where are
they going on their honeymodrall the hings that surround that wedding.
That 6s a wonderful event.

DePue: So where did they go on their honeymoon?
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For Thompson, who had been single for thintge yeard he was thirtynine
yearsold atthetindiet hi s was ABi g Ji manf.ion a(lllayu gghott

How many years had they been dating? Do you have a sense of that?

I really dondét know. I dondét know how
had known each other for quite some time.

We talked a little bit about Jifihompson as the campaigner in those very
early days, and you certainly addressed that he got much better. Describe Jim
Thompson by the time you get to, | etods

He was owning the state fair in terms of Repubig This was the first time

since Dick Ogilvie, who probably wasnboé
Republican day, that Republican downstaters really felt they had someone

they could have fun with. Like at the state fair, going down the giant slide

with his bride and their dog. Guv even went down the big, giant slide at one

time.

With cameramen at the bottom.

With cameramen who just happened to be right there, getting the whole shot,

which played really well in Chicago. So he loved #tate fair. During his
administrations he put more money into the state fair. He did things like

bringing Willie Nelson in. He brought the Chicago Symphony to the state fair

for the first time, which was a great, great tradition for many years. He was a

big supporter of the state fair. He also revived the Du Quoin state fair, which

was on its | ast | egs. Even during 676,
come to Du Quoin, 0 and Thompsonds firs
But he went to the Du Quin State Fair, and went to the harness races there,

and later, as governor, put more money into the Du Quoin State Fair and got it

back on its feet. For southern lllinois, this was it.

Harness racing brings out an interesting point for Illinoigips because
Kernerdés demise had a |l ot to do with h
organized crime had always been connec
going to the state fair and going to the harness races and things like that, was

that sen as a plus?

Yeah. This was part of the state fair that had always been there. They had
harness racing. They had motorcycle racing. They had stock cars. They had
the sale of th&rand Champioywhich Thompson was there getting his
buddies who owed large restaurants in Chicago to pony up big bucks to buy
the championship steer. He went whole hog, (laughter) you might say.

What are some of the other classic Jim Thompson on the campaign trail
stories youbve got?
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One of my favorites as C.L. McCormick, who, as a legislator from

downstate, kept bugging Thompson to come down to his region for a gospel

sing. Every Wednesday night or Saturday night they would get together and

have a gospel sing, and i tandwm@ggosgek act | vy

songs. Sometimes there would be a featured singer who would lead the

congregation. It was not only just a congregation; people from the whole town

|l oved these gospel sings, so it was t

cometomygepel sing and youol |l have all t
In the last two weeks of the campaign we put together an RV trip down

the east side of the state. | think we started in Charleston and went all the way

down the east side, and the Chicago presswa r avel i ng with wus.

Larry Green, who we saw in the video that we watched at noontime, from the

Daily News we had Dick Kay, who was a Chicago television reporter; we had

Mike Flannery. We probably had about six or seven Chicago media types

travding with us, along with local media that would ride with us from stop to

stop. Theydd all get in the RV, and Th

stories. So wedre going to the gospel

Thompson said dwWwhhereao Andat keamedi a

h
h

i n i deas: AWhy dondt you take somet hin
about something |ike Moses? You know,
been to the top of the mountllaaver, heds
enter the promised | and. o Thatds what
huge hit.

Il s that where this came fr om: Al 1 1T inoi
gubernatorial candidacy of James Thomp

(laughte) Could be. From there, we went on down to Elizabethtown. And we
were going to go from Elizabethtown on to Metropolis and then back up

t hrough Carbondal e. ltdéds a week before
Elizabet ht own about udumrmOTheleaneshalliee af t er n
fall en. Il tds one of those cool but rea
we pull up in front of the little county courthouse, the Hardin County

courthouse. And the little high school band is playing on the side. There are

mayke t hree hundred people, which | dond¢
l ive in EIlizabethtown. Il tds on the ban
over the Ohio River youdre | ooking ove
Ohio. Thenasyoulookeat on t he Ohi o River, there

middle of the Ohio River.
Thompson is introduced by the Republican County Chairman of Hardin

County. He stands up, and he says, i L a
week, when the suncomesuwper Hurricane | sland, webd
governor and his name is Jim Thompson!

went nut s. Ever ybody @ afteceiglaegrpmontlisof | 6 m s
campaigning; after fortgome county fairs and after the state; fafter

innumerable Lincoln Day dinners; after meetings with county chairmen; after
editorial board meetings all over the state, from Rockford to Decatur to the
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Southern lllinoisarto theState JournaRegister and Thompson talking and

talking and talkingspeaking and speakidighere the Hardin County
Republican chairman is giving this spe
| think we got a chance. (laughter) It was a moment that will live in infamy, as
President Roosevelt s &med wehBduttatthatt was a
point.

Werendot the polls telling you that you

The polls were looking good, but you never know. Then the election is held,

the results are coming in, and when th
that Thompson carried 100 out of 102 counties. The only two counties he
didnoédl cmrgswyre you know what those are

They might be on the map here of the general election. One would be Cook
County.

No, he carried Cook.

Okay,youdiddt carry Al exander and one is sc
Union County.

Union County. Is that what this one right here is?

Actually, | thought it was Christian County and Union County, but that could

beit. ThisisUniorf®Thi s was Cl yd euntg lam své expiected h o me
Clyde to do very well in his home county. He was the Democrat leader in the
House, and he was Mr. Southern lllinois for years.

| 6d forgotten he was still a feature o
Oh, he was aowerful feature.
Must 6ve been an amazing gay. Medal of

Oh, and he was a terrific guy. Thompson and Choate got along great, just like
the HowlettThompson relationship; just like so many others that we could
talk about

A couple other things. Let 6s talk abou
by, and then wedll go back to some of
Do you have some figures there, it looks like?

do . The

I k ey tampagewad jolbs,iand g was joles, jobs/ 6 ¢
j obs. Il n 676,

he won 65 percent of the

20 Thompson narrowly lost Alexander County by 323 votes and Gallatin County by 31 votes. State of lllinois,
Official Vote Cast at the General Electiddovember 2, 1976. [Placeholder for election maidamdbook??)]
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first candidate to receive over 3 million votes for governor in the history of the

state, which is still the largest vote total, | thinkthe history of the state. We

started Democrats for Thompson, which was part of the strategy in the

beginning. We could get the independents, and we have to have a number of
Democrats. But those were my keys. Hundred out of 102 counties, 65 percent
victoryyand just an overwhel ming | andslide
candidate.

DePue: How proud were you of your candidate?

Gilbert: Extremel y. Extremely proud. He carried
away. There were opportunities during the campaigere/ people woudl
|l i ke you say, theyodore interested in ge
their elected official. | had people coming up to me and shaking my hands,
AMy naprmdd®.sdell the governor that
him. odAnhdoké and theredd be a hundre
| 6d say, MAExcuse me, if you want to
Thompson, just see that person right
contributions, and edll give you a

O__

DePue: Well, that was the tried and true tradition down in southern lllinois,
especially that sounds like the Paul Powell story.

Gilbert: Pal ming was not something unheard of i
a leader. It starts at the top. Andsdfu worked on his campaign, you followed
the rules.

DePue: You think a couple of those times, some of those times, somebody was trying

to set Thompson up?
Gilbert: Possibly, but | dondt know. Il woul dnot

DePue: And to give you an opportunity tout your modesty aside, how big a role did
you play in his victory?

Gilbert: | was happy | made the decision | made, to leavd thineand to join a
rookie politician running for governor of lllinois, who not only conducted the
campaign that he condga in the highest level, but set a standard for
campaigning in lllinois. And very similar campaign style to Bill Clinton. That
comparisonbs been made a number of tin
know of anything with any staff people or with the dalate himself that |
woul dndédt be proud of.

As far as my role, what | think | brought to the campaign was an
understanding of the media. | 6d | ooked
would I want out of a political campaign? And then find ways to anshat
guestion and give reporters what they wanted. Getting a return phone call
every day | me an, | 6ve called campaign of fi
that 6s somet hing that would really, re

64



David Gilbert

DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

Interview #1ST-A-L-2014011

happened that | know of. Aritie people who came to work in our press office

abided by the same rules. We had a great relationship with the media. He was
fun, and it was fun to be on his campa
papers, although we had all of that stuff. He wdikable guy. He was an

approachable candidate. He was believable. He told the truth. So | contributed

what | could contribute.

The campaign wasnodét totally devoid of
certainhd y o u 6 ve s u g g edswastlie Ottohérner tridl.eThab r e
would work great in some circles, and it worked to disadvantage in others.

And | happened t o Kk ngrandsdniwastveryQdacalim Ker ne
his opposition to Thompson, because he felt Jim Thompson, as U.S. Attorney,
had unfairlyt ar ni shed his dadoés reputation,

political ambition. A lot of what he was suggesting were things like Nixon and

John Mitchell, the attorney general at the U.S. level, wanted to get his dad

because of things that were going oiCinicago with the Kerner Commission,

those kinds of things. So there were some nasty allegations, and also some
suggestions on Tony Kerner6s part, tha
out in California about the trial and about the evidence that Marges& had

offered, and made some contradictory statements. You and | have both seen

the interview that Bill Curtis had with candidate Thompson about that very

issue. How did you deal with that issée?

We acknowledged itgege OtdodoKedoegeési sonl
my dad, Il would pr l'y feel the same
Now, do the facts hold up as to what h
proven that. During the early days of the campaign in downstate conesunit

when Thompson would be in a parade and go by the local Democratic

headquarters, it was not unusual for people to hurl some type of epithet at him
derogatorily about the Kerner conviction. However, the Kerner conviction

was upheld. The justice systemoped that it was an honest verdict, so history

will take a stand on that. In the long run, in the campaign, there were

Democrats for Thompson in large numbers who stood up to that, and
obviously didnét believe it, or they w

Thompson or voted for him. So history will be the judge of that.

Do you recall any incidents where Tony directly confronted Thompson when
he was on the campaign trail?

Yeah, there was one | think herbat I hea
the time but | recall something about him. You know, | totally understand
Tony Kernerds position. Just this past

convicted of murdering his wife in Chicago. His son was a former quarterback
f or Nor t hballdeamn Anothes datighter testified on behalf of her
father and said, AMy father didndét do

21IPlaceholdef or Governor6s Conference on Otto Kerr
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hal fés deliberation, found him guilt
whoods been convi ctodake tlafpositioncsp licentainly a f
understand his feelings.

y .
el

DePue: Hereds a completely different kind of
with: all the buzz about Jim Thompsond
president.

Gilbert: He was asked abobthat in television interviews. He was asked about that by
Al Hunt from theWall Street Journaand David Broder from thé/ashington
Post And | think Thompsonds position wa

the media. Anybody who wins in the fifth mg®pulous state in the nation by

a huge landslide, 70 percent of the vote, 100 out of 102 counties, is definitely

going to be on a shortlist of people who would be considered contenders to

run for president. But along came Ronald Reagan at the samesdinheyas a

compliment for a lot of people to think that. Thompson, did he ever want to be
president? He admitted that, ever since he was eleven years old. Who

woul dndét want to be president of the L

DePue: But he was getting those questionsat during the 676 camp

Gilbert: Oh, yeah, he was getting it during the
and then Reagan began to catch hold, and it kind of died down. But Thompson
never oncd and | was probably as close to him as any gi@fson in his
administratod never once said, fAHereds our st
nationally so we can have a shot at ru
discussion about that.

DePue: You mentioned a couple main issues of the campaign. | assuest@wn did
not go away; it was still an issue. Certainly you mentioned the importance of
the economy. We havenét addressed the
But web6re |l ooking at relatively high wu

inflation rates, over @ercent in both categories. The American economy was
not doing that well at the time. | think at the national level the unemployment
rate was about a percentage point higher than Illinois. But what was the
candidate saying about what he was going to @galtiress the

unemployment?

Gilbert: Create jobs.
DePue: How?
Gilbert: Create jobs. Go to other states, not only convdnasing corporations outside

of lllinois to locate into lllinois, but for companies based in lllinois to expand
in lllinois. And he worké hard at achieving that. lllinois is the second largest
agricultural state in the union, next to California. And we export more
agriculturé® we did export more agricultural products in 187#han any
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other state in the union except California. So he woheed to create jobs in
that regard.

DePue: Was he talking about establishing overseas trade missions?

Gilbert: Oh, yeah, any way we could create more jobs in lllinois.

DePue: The Reagan themdeand jumping ahead to the 1980 electiomne of his big
iIssues wasleregulation. Was that a factor that Thompson was talking about?

Gilbert: Not in 1976, that | recall.

DePue: ERA had become an issue in 1972 when it passed at the U.S. Congress and
went on to the states. And eviery singl

lllinois legislature in both the House and Senate voted on the issue and
devoted an awful lot of time and a lot of energy to it. A lot of press ink was

spilled over that issue, as well. Had
position?
Gilbert: He wasdefinitely pro ERA.
DePue: Did the pro ERA forces believe him at the time?
Gilbert: Youol | have to ask them. (laughs) | b e
DePue: I know that once he became governor they became less enamored with him in

that respect.

Gilbert: Well,tha 6s pol itics, buté
DePue: | know that Michael Howlett was running on a pledge of not raising taxes.
Like the economy, thatdés always an i ss

candidate Thompson saying about the issue?

Gilbert: He did not see the need taige taxes. There needed to be some adjustment in
the tax structure of lllinois, but that was an issue that he would work out with
the legislators in the legislative branch of government.

DePue: Wasndét there an awful | o tot hagti inflatione s sur e
rates, you basically have to be able t
from revenue to be able to keep up with those inflation rates. You also had a
lot of programs that were being initiated in the 1966se Great Society, the
War on Poverty progrardsthat were getting to be more and more expensive.

Gilbert: Right. There are also a lot of these programs that are federally driven, and a
lot of these issues that are federally driven, that one governor, one legislature
candét hsawedfi@ going to take care of tI
get the economy of lllinois on track, these other issues basically will take care
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of themselves because there will be money to pay the taxes. You know, as

long as a person has money inthe@rpk et t o pay the rent,
And in Illinois, wouldndét you |l ove to
that that was acceptable. In the 1984 presidential election, 6 percent
unemployment was huge; it was the big issue. If you can get léefmrcent,
youbre golden, but when youdre going t
rates that were being charged, thatos
States have certain rights within their own domain, but you have to operate

within what the federal laws say. If we compare what happened with these
national i ssues in Illinois at that ti
imposed issues like ACA aéd

Affordable Care Act.

Yeah, the Affordable Care Act, or Obamacaretaéis bet t er known.
look at the debt that the state is suffering from, from pensions and so forth,
and | look at what the status of the state was during the fourteen years that
Thompson was governor, |1 06d say he was

Nineteen seventgix is the only time Jim Thompson is going to run on a
ball ot where therebds also a president.
between Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter factor into the election?

President Ford was in lllinois on seakoccasions, and he was typical Jerry
Ford. We were on a train ride through the state, starting in Chicago and ending
up in Springfield. And of course, President Ford got the typical questions from

the 11l linois press: i Oyloy goitgyto Lindole way , \
County while youb6re here in lIIllinois?0
was on the train platform in Pontiac,
folks here today in Bloomington, 0 and

redly impacted us. The results speak for themselves. If there were coattails in
that election, it probably was a reverse coattalil.

| would think that Carter won the st at
| dondt recall, but may have.

You got a chance to compare the campaigning style of Jerry Ford versus Jim
Thompson?

Yeah, it was different. (laughter)
Your guy was a better candidate, | would assume you would say.

Il wouldnét say bet t aelydifierent, andFtlinkJim They w
Thompson really had his finger on the pulse of Illinois. One of his favorite
|l ines, which he took from Teddy Roosev
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state in the union, mirrors It hdeo nnbatt i on
know 1 f thatos stildl true today or not
DePue: In terms of the demographics? In terms of big cities, rural areas?
Gilbert: Rightd manufacturing, transportation, centrally located, makeup of its

residents and citate. Wendesful statefaddsa lobof hec k o f
interesting things in this state. Franklin Roosevelt, when he was president, was
in Peoria and took a drive up on the big bluff overlooking the Illinois River in

Peoria, and he said, A Trhii se i Armde iwtorh
known as the Worldds Most Beauti ful Dr
radio and TV station, WMBD,; it stands
Wedbre a great state.

DePue: And after all, how does it play in Peoria, huh? (Gilbert ks)d wonder when
that started.

Gilbert: Yeah. | think that was more of a theater slogan that started because a lot of
theatrical plays were previewed in Peo
Broadway.

DePue: Since weodre cl oee Otsotadtki aat ilc titd *uds t
antiquing on the campaign trail. Was h

Gilbert: Mm-hmm. | have heard him say that he once worked with a fellow warker

dondt know wh o thatWwas an aptigue buff and kind aftg

him into antiquing. | assume it was back when he was in the attorney
general 6s office, or sometime along th
antiques, not only their value and uniqueness and so forth, but just the history

that an art piece bringgith it, and he became very interested in it as a hobby.

There is a woman in Chicago who has had an antique store, a very profitable
antique store, for years, who knows Thompson. She says that for a layperson
whoodés not an ant i quwsgonaantiqleedldctorrJim per se
Thompson has an eye for antiques and an appreciation that she rarely sees in a
public person who walks into her store
loved getting people involved in it. He used it as a way to geé $antastic

pieces of art for the state. You look around at the Frank Lloyd Wright house in
Springfield, and not only did he get the state to acquire that and to keep it as a
national treasure, but he found pieces of art and Frank Lloyd Wright materials,
furniture that he had designed, that were acquired to go into the%ouse.

22 Kim Blackwell Fox, interview by Mike Czaplicki, July 14, 2014, [update final page numbers; currently 86
87(??)]. On Thompsonés | ove for antiques, see Mike L
Sam Thompson, interview by Mike Czaplicki, April 4, 2014;/8Dand 4749; Greg Baise, interview by Mark

DePue, August 7, 2013; Jim Reilly, interview by Mark DePue, August 11, 2009, 51; Jim Edgar, interview by

Mark DePue, June 10, 2009, Volume II: 278,24, and 301. [ Pl acehol der for cit
antiquing.]
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Any stories that you recall about him antiquing, especially in that first
campaign?

No, not in particular, other than if w
pastac ampai gn stor e, he might make a not
parade | want to head back and just <ch
loved to go through and browse. Drove some of his staff people crazy who

didndot | i ke apedgaespnbdoess Hewvehati qu

collected a few things along the way.

One other story, and thatds just to ge
was the campaign on election night?

Gosh, there were so mawewereftthalygths) | r
Yeah, but wedll get that i n another se
Il think in 0676 we were in the Conrad F
|l dondét know. | should know, but all d

Yeah. | believetiwas in the Conrad Hilton, in one of the large ballrooms.
My guess is you got to go to bed early.
Oh, no.

(laughs) Little bit of partying, then?

Oh, yeah, there wasé And it was a | ot
fun for me to look at my friend, Jim Strong, at hdbune who sai d AYo
crazy doing this, o0 to say, ANow what d
ANi ce going. That was pretty cool . 0 Di

ChicagoTribunefor a rumber of years and is a good friend. He and | get
together for lunch about every three or four months with a group of reporters
from our era, from th@ribunedays, and at our last one a couple of months

ago Ciccone said, AYoulfyomhmadvhat chaicce di d t
to make today, would you do it?0 And |
sai d, Al agree with you. But back then
you made the right choice. 6 | dondét th

tha t I woul dbve made t hat deci si on.

So your comment wasnodét a reflection on
similar situation but somebody ot her t
again?

Not anyone that | know of. Since | left the Thompsomeustration in 1985,
thereds only been one time that | 6ve s

70



David Gilbert

DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

Interview #1ST-A-L-2014011

campaign, and that was with Jack Ryan, who ran for the U.S. Senate. He got
tied up in stories about his divorce, and his divorce documents being secret

ad not available to the press, and he
Tribuneg through a Freedom of Information request, got access to them, and it
sunk his campaign. He wouldove run a

adg
good political skills. Onaelbat e on Channel 7 for WLS,
when | was considering joining his campaign. This issue came up, and

afterwards | met with him and said, A J
handle this issue, because yiduowid |Incatal
you tomorrow and |l et you know, 0 and |

It went on, and after the election, after it was all over, we had lunch, and he

brought it wup; he said, il remember we
and | 6m sdmdtry bhedause | didndt handl e
part of why |1 wouldndét get involved 1in
Thompson said, AnWhat are you going to
of fers that 1 6m con®dodaftdidg, Edml maokHF

Relations wants to talk with me, and Continental Bank wants to talk to me

about heading up their advertising and
going to work in politics?0 I said, A
Donét do it.o And | havendét. |1 0ve gone
It occurred to me thereds one subject
the debates. Do you have any memories about the number of debates and any
particular storiegbout that?

There were a couple with Mike Howlett that | remember. There may have

been one or two during the primary, b u
Dick Cooper, as wedevael |nye mtiicoen enda nb, e fbourte

he had a reajrasp on the issues. (pause in recording)
Okay, back to the debates.

In the primary, no memorable issues developed. With Howlett, there were a

couple of debates that | know. One was a League of Women Voters debate in

Oak Brook. We wantedabates with Mike Howlett. Mike Howlett did not

want a debate with Thompson. Thompson had great speaking skills. His

reputation in the courtroom was well known. He was an excellent closer in the
courtroom. He thought legally, from a legal framework and @ggiring a

subject, so he knew how to debate, and he was smart; anyone who would
debate him probably didndédt have a chan

Did he have a theatrical flair to him, as well?

A little bit, but his size and demeanor was really all the flair lezled. He
had a good voice, and he spoke well. He spoke with conviction. He knew
what he was talking about. He was smart. And that would end up carrying the
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day. So if you put a 3gearold lawyer, successful U.S. Attorney, side by side

with Mike Howlett, who was heavy, who was balding, who was jawhnd |

dondt mean that derogatorily, but
wonderfulmad when youdre talking politics
against the old, whatodos youronZAakeaway?
guestion came up for Mi ke Howlett
what 6s your opinion of coastal zone
i n the heldl do | know? Ask this

Thompson looked at Howlettandisd , fiOh, thank you.

what it 1is?0 Well 0 faralldhe $walls who ivea @longna n a g e

Lake Michigan from Evanston, Kenilworth, Waukegan, Wilmette, on Borth

was a big issue, because they were talking about preserving and mahaging
coastline along Lake Michigan. Paying for it was going to mean taxes and so

forth. Thatos what that issue was
campaign trail, you know, AOh, by
views on coastalzonema g e ment 2?0 And he woul
reporter from théaily News who would bring that subject up, or have
somebody ask the question, because he got such a kick out of it.

But the debates between Thompson and Howlett basically wetg pret

onesi ded, and definitely with Thompsono

of dropped out of that whole discussion after a while. | was the person in
charge of setting up the discussions between the two camps for if we have
four debates or eight debai@swhatever. And Newt Minow was the chief

negotiator on the other side. We went back and forth, and he was playing all
t hese games. |l said, ALook, we donoét
happy to debate any pl ace, oundebates i me .

initially, and ended up having two, but | would have to go back and check
that.

DePue: So after Howlett saw how poorly he was doing against Thompson in the
debates, they backed out?

Gilbert: I dondt know i f he b a ddkaaydnore debates.r

DePue: Any final words, then, about that
his administration.

Gilbert: Yeah, it was probably the best political campaign ever run in the state of
lllinois, and at the time it set all kinds cords. | think Jim Edgar probably

came close to establishing some new records during his first campaign, but

|l &m not sty e about that.

B2As the last race held in a presidential vyear,
total in an election for state office in lllinois. His record forrgia of victory (1,390,137) was surpassed by
Edgar s 1986 c¢ampailpm0Top Atthstene of this interwew,d.iba Madigart has the
highest victory margin, with 1,677,210 votes in her 2006 campaign for attorney general.
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And to put this into a national perspective, Jimmy Carter becomes the
president after Gerald Ford loses. Ford Hae significant coattails of

Wat ergate behind him, and that <certain
believe that the day after the electio
the rising stars in the Republican Party, and Jim ThompsotoHaelright

near the top of the list.

He was on the mediads |ist, but Thomps
really didnét have any discussions abo
speak. And during ReagancdcXReagamel ect i on

campaign used Thompson speaking on Rea
Maryland legislature in Annapolis. He spoke at a fundraiser in Newport,
Rhode Island, on behalf of President Reagan.

This was 684 youdbre talking about?

Yeah. Then he met thilew YorkTimeseditorial board, speaking on behalf of
President Reagan, because Reagan would
was the publisher of thdew YorkTimes opened up the editorial meeting by
saying, AnWel |, Goleady knovwhal wedhinpabaun , we a
President Reagan, so |l etodés talk about

Thereds a | ot more of Jim Thompson, an
Governor Thompson from this point forw
to thank you ér a fascinating discussion today about your early years, and
especially about this election in 1976
interesting stories next time.

Wonderful.
Thank you, David.

Youdbre welcome. Thank you.

(End of inteview #2 #3 continues.
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Interview with David Gilbert

#I1ST-A-L-2014011
Interview # 3: March 26, 2014
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nacommercial
purposes without the written permissionof the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorizéion from the Audio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

DePue: Today is Wednesday, March 26, 2014. This is Mark DePue, Director of Oral
Historyatthe Abrahm Li ncol n Presidential Librar
l'llinois, and wedre starting our third

afternoon, David.

Gilbert: Afternoon, Mark. Good to have you back.

DePue: As oftentimes happens, you and | were chatting befereegan today and
sai d, AYou know, thereds a couple more
about after you |l eft.o So | etbs start

campaign between Thompson and Michael Howlett.

Gilbert: As | do a little more resgch and my memory kicks in a little bit more, | just
remember some amazing things about the
got a candidate like Jim Thompson, never ran for public office before, and he
conducts this eighteemonth campaign for goveor. H e wins by the largest
plurality in the history of the state up until that time, over Michael Howlett,
who was the number one Democrat, a sowadar speaker in the state, Mayor
Richard J. Dal eyds handpickedkatandi dat
other things that took place. Alan Dixon was the Democratic candidate for
Secretary of State; he was running against Bill Harris, who had been President
Pro Tem of the lllinois State Senate, and he won by just about as large a
margin as Thompsonwo8.o youb6ve got a Republican
Democrat; youbve got a Democratic secr
Republican. So which way is this thing going to go?

DePue: And we should mention here that Michael Howlett was not an unknown name;
hewas very popular in his own right, as | understand.
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Gilbert: He was very popular in his own right. The story goes that Alan Dixon had
wanted to run for governor in 1976, and he would have challenged Dan
Walker in the primary, then ended up running agaiistmpson. However,
Richard J. Daley said that he wanted Michael Howlett to be the Democratic
candidate, and he urged Dixon to step down. Dixon did step down in favor of
Howlett. Howlett loses. Dixon wins as Secretary of State and sets himself up
to be thegubernatorial candidate in the Democratic Party two years later to
run against Thompson. Thompson, a rookie governor, was coming in facing
really tough issues in that short twyear term, so the Democrats were pretty
happy about the situation; theythotigh A Hmm, t hi s #H < d6goi ng
At the same time, youbve got Michael B
for comptroller as a Democrat. He is woefully the underdog in the election
against George Lindberg, who was the incumbent lllinois Corhgtro
Lindberg was a very popular guy, and went on to be a judge, and everybody
thought he was a shdn. But here he was upset by Michael Bakalis, who was
somewhat of an unknown.

DePue: He was superintendent of schools, though, I thought.

Gilbert: Right, he was, but what political base is that, running as superintendent of
school s? That doesnd6ét give you much vi
gener al you odvwho ignad no Ecréthad-&iedtd run as the
Republican candidate for governantil Thompson kind of boxed him out,
elbowed him out under the boards, as they would say in basketball. Scott won
handily against Cecil Partee, who was the first African American candidate to
run for statewide office in lllinois. Cecil Partee was a wofudewonderful
guy, great storyteller, a great legislator in lllinois.

But | | ook back at the 676 election
Thompson leading the statewide ticket as an unknown, a-testedbefore
Republican, winning by the larges mar gi n ever . Then youbo
Democrats coming in there winning rath
Scott, a Republican, winning handily.

of lllinois as a Republican, but losing the presidential election tayim
Carter. So, | mean, fascinating year. This is the stuff historians could slice and
dice and really make some money on.

DePue: So for a political junkie like myself? Or maybe you would classify yourself in
the same category?

Gilbert: Yeah,onceitgeti your bl ood you candét get it

DePue: Whet her your guy wins or | oses, itbés f

Gilbert: It sure is.

DePue: Then you mentioned the story about right after the election, the people come
a-courting.
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Yeah. Wel | |, It was an exciting electio
the next day | get a call from the executive producéfeét the PressShe

had been doing this for a number of years, and | think she had the nickname of

the Iron Lady of Prodcing. Real character. Wanted to get ThompsoNleat

thePreson Sunday. So that woul désxth, been a
twenty-fifth, something around there. | said sure, but she wanted him to come
to New Yor k. Coul dnoét itdromWMALt |, but sai

headquarters, NBC headquarters in Chicago, in the Merchandise Mart. So we
booked that. Shortly afterwards | got a call fréace the Nation CB SO0 s
Sunday morning program. They asked the same request, and | thought, Oh
man, this li gedgr d\aBtC., Wee®dIll | get CBS, gr ¢
we booked them. They were on at different timeslots.

But a day or so later | get another call back from NBC, and she says,
AWhat in the heck have you done? |1 tho
can you double book your candidate? This is supposed to be jMseairihe
Press 0 And sheébés all over me. I said, i S
this was an exclusive. 0 AsMeaettthet urned o
PressandFace the Natiorthatday, and it served him well. It not only
reinforced his terrific win, but all off a sudden he got national exposure as a
young, dynamic Republican governor in the fifth most populous state in the
nation, with a strong Democratic history, in a year whepuRécan
governors were taking a pounding nationwide. So that was pretty cool.

How long did it take before, at the national level, people started throwing Jim
Thompsondés name in as a presidential ¢

It did not take long a&a | | . Even during the 0676 camp
the national press corps that came out to take a look at how the race was

going, and they would ride with Thompson in his RV as we were going from

stop to stop, or interviewing him along the way, spegd day with him.
EvenPeoplemagazine, | remember, spent a day with us during that campaign.

So the seeds had been planted; after this big win, his name was in the hopper.

Alan Hunt showed up, David Broder, a lot of the important reporters from out
east.Broder was with th&VashingtorPostfor a long time, a great columnist,

and Al Hunt still contributes to thé&/all Street Journal

Must 6ve been young guys at the ti me.

They were young guys. We were all young guys. (laughter) Thompson was a
young guy, thirtynine years old. | think he was the youngest governor ever to
be elected Governor of the State of lllinois.

You also mentioned, before we got started here, a story about Ronald Reagan
coming to the state. Was that 19767

Yeah, | believe that was 1976. He was campaigning, and there was an outdoor
bar becue in Oak Br ook, in somebodyds b
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for lieutenant governor, and Thompson, of course, was running for governor.
Reagan, in his own inimitable way,a i d , fnWebve got to sup
young candidate for governor in I1lIlino
looked at Thompson, and Thompson looked at me, kind of rolled his eyes, but
everybody laughed, so the audience at least knew who he was tal&irg ab

DePue: And | suspect that Reagan wasnodét too c
found out what hedd done.

Gilbert: Il dondt know if he ever found out what
DePue: Letds get on to 1977, but one other pi
1976 | believe this happens right after the election, in Deceélbdchard J.

Daley dies.

Gilbert: | was sitting in our campaign office on the corner of Monroe and Dearborn,
overl ooking the First National Bank PI
recal how | heard the news. It was either on the radio or a small, little TV 1
had in the office, or somebody <call ed
dead. 0o And | thought, AOh, youdbve got
afternoon. Thompson, | believe, watsthe Union League Club. He was
somepl ace at a meeting, and | <called h
Daley just died. o He said, ANo kidding
statement. 0 He said, nYeah, pl ease do.

statenent and we released it. You know, great man, great mayor, sad;
thoughts, prayers, and concerns for his family. | remember that so vividly in
my mind from the news clips on TV later that day; | think the number on the
ambulance, the Chicago PD that pickech up, was number thirtfour. Why

that number sticks in my mind, | have no idea. But that was a sad, sad day for
Chicago. And it was a ganthanger for politics in lllinois.

DePue: Your story about Michael Howl etpg and A
il lustrate the role that Daley would p
wanted Howlett. | believe that Howlett had to kind of be convinced to run that

year.
Gilbert: Right.
DePue: But if thatdés what Daley wanted, thateaé
Gilbert: Right. The word was, Danny Rostenkowski got the call from Mayor Daley in
676 that Al want Howlett to run for go

Rostenkowski was out playing golf someplace, so he had to track Michael
Howlett down and give him the word tha¢ was running for governor.

DePue: How was it that Richard J. Daley had acquired that much power?
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Through a number of ways, | believe. One, longevity; he was a longtime
serving mayor, and he was at the end of his career at that time, faenty
twenty-five years. And he had a Democratic organization, always referred to
as the machine, which comprised aldermen, committeemen, ward
committeemen, and then you had your lieutenants from then on. When you
broke it down, just about every square blockhia city of Chicago was

covered by a precinct captain, by a ward worker, by someone who would walk
and knock on doors and get the vote out. Now, to put a machine like that
together he had to put jobs out, and jobs are the most important thing in an

adminst rati on. I f a mands going to be po
jobs. Michael Howlett probably had the largest patronage army in the state, in

the Secretary of Statebs office. Thatod
to be the second mogsto wer f ul job in the state, ne
how Daley did it. That, and then loyalty. These people were just really loyal to

him.

An amazing personality, and even Republicans look back at that event with

sadness and with fondness todshis career. Would that be fair to say?

Most Republicans, | would say. Most people. Most people who certainly lived

in Chicago. And as history is revealing now, what he did for JFK to get
Kennedy el ected, he di 8@ phebabbyanyl dg
about that now. Votes were actually stolen in that election. But he elected the
President of the United States. Thato0s
Yet Dan Walker ran his entire campaign against Richard J. Daley and won the
electionthat way.

He did, and again, kings are set up to
We see it all of the time, and | think
this populist theme. People had had enough of it, and there was a bigrdivisi

of Chicago versus the rest of the state, probably more so than it is even today.

And Walker tapped into that theme very successfully. But it only served him

for one term.

And Daley beat him.

Daley got revenge.

Perhaps his last ach Earth?

Daley got revenge, but he won the battle and lost the war.

Letds move back to Jim Thompson. I n 109
How | ong before he started to think, G

years?
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He never stopped thinking that. On election night in Chicago in 1976, we had

our campaign consultants and videogr ap
victory speech. It was well crafted to emphasize the themes that we wanted to
stress in the @mpignaealiypeaer gopped. Wolooked e ¢

at several pieces of legislation that were going to be key during that rare two

year term, and we didnodét get spread ou
coulddéve tried to do, baurhp s aurs@ s floacw saerd
order background, his image of fighting crime, fighting corrupt politicians in

Chicago. And that carried us through to the campaign against B&kalis.

Do you recall at what point in time he
wantyaw t o stick around for the administr

(laughs) 1 dondét remember. | donod6t eve
You just assumed?

| just assumed, and we worked really well together. The one conversation | do
recall iswhat my salary was going to be. (laughter) I found out, and despite
that | stayed around.

Was it less than when you were working on the campaign?

No, no. It was about the same, but it was, | think, $36,000 a year, something
like that.

And his salary, | 6ve been reading, was
Right, right. Those were the days. (laughter)
|l m sure back then $50, 000 sounded | iKk

That 6s true, and act 6Q@00ayear althoughdhare d | i v
werendt many perks with a job below th
came pretty well taken care of with transportation, housing, and so forth.

Any challenges during the transition, putting together a transition aeam
making that transition?

No, the transition period went really, really well for a number of reasons. One,
Thompson had become the golden boy of the upper echelon of company

CEOs and the movers and shakers, both Republican and Democrat, in

Chicago and in the state of lllinois. So they came forth offering services. We

had a suite in a large apartment in the John Hancock building that had been
donated as kind of our transition head

24 Placeholde

for Fl etcherés discussion of t his st
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be interviewed and so fdrt Names were coming in of really blue ribbon
people, good, good people who wanted to be part of this administration. So
the transition period was fun.
Certain fundamentals were set up in the transition period that Thompson
used throughout his foueta years as governor of lllinois. That served him
very, very well and allowed him to become one of the only governors who did
not have major scandals in his administration. To do it for fourteen years and
not have a major scandal is saying a lot, espgdmalllinois. One of those
fundamentals was the woodshedding process, which involved our chief
counsel, Gary Starkman, who had been an Assistant U.S. attorney under
Thompson, and several other pedpl&m Fletcher and so forth. Once a major
nominee was aged on for a certain position, they would meet with this
person in private, and they would go o
in your background that, if it became known, if it became public, would either
embarrass you or embarrass goverglectT hompson?0 They went
financial holdings, they went over financial interests, and really backgrounded
these people extremely well. That process went on for fourteen years. There
were a few people who were knocked off the team as a result of the
woodsk dding. The name comes from, AWeol I
and find if theyodove got any®hing to sa
An openness with the press was another fundamental that he established,
and that carried over from the campaige. khd a very good relationship
personally with the press. | did, for my part, but the key washidtd. And
he was an easy guy to work with, as far as the press secretary, because he
loved to do interviews. He loved the give and take, the sparring with
journalists, and so forth.

DePue: Especially in that era, young journal.
something of an adversarial relationship between politicians and the press, and
yet Thompson seemed to like that part. Was that mainlyt arfdus
personality involved in that?

Gilbert: It was his personality, and it was a fact that he just loved the give and take. If
the adversary is coming at him with a tough question, | me#@n, he

DePue: It helps to be a prosecutor?

Gilbert: Yeah, exactlyight. He made his bread and butter in the courtroom, handling
tough conversations, you might say, and giving impressions to juries and to
judges. Thatdéds how his mind worked. He

see this guyds coemnamgonnt thieg epdmrtaidewd! 4
just see how we handle that. o And he w
only with the media, but with opposition groups. We were in southern lllinois

one time and happened to go past a coal mine where the minersrwere

25 Placeholder for Fletcher]
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strike. There was a group of miners out picketing. The county chairman said,
AYou dondt want to talk to those peopl

Thompson said, AStop the car. o0 He hops
pretty soont, ftrhieeyrdodse. a¥Ydu bkrso w, AOkay,
time, o0 back in the car, and off he goe
But thatodos the way Thompson wor ked,
only his success but his popularity. So when he won the election by the largest

purd ity in the history of the state ove

person to run against, he really had to do some work. And if you remember,

earlier we had talked before he ran for governor he used to meet every

Wednesday at the Union League Cwith Michael J. Howlett and Marshall
Korshak. And Howlett was the guy that
this business, youdbdve got to slap peop
beer with them.o

| remember you telling me that story, yeah.
So itdés really interesting how the cir
Other principles that you want to mention now?

Hire good peopl e. I dondét say that for
bright, young people, not necessarily out of thétisal arena; some came

from government circles. Art Quern had been a White House fellow; he

originally came out of one of the Nelson Rockefeller campaigns. Quern was

bright, one of those bright guys quietly spoken. He brought Quern in to head
uptheDepr t ment of Public Aid. Holy cow,
East to head up Public Aid. But yeah, did a masterful job. Paula Wolff, who

still is on the scene in Chicago as one of the most recognized city planners,
infrastructure planneds she heads up th#inois State Tollway now, under a

Democratic governdr but she was one of the keys to bringing thoughtful

people in, people who were smart and knew their field, knew their business.

They werenodét political hacks codming ou
job for me, so youdbre going to head up

Was she on the transition team?

| believe she was. Il &dm trying to think
the transition team. But | believe it was Gary Starkman, Jim Fleteheia

Wolff, | think Zale Glauberman joined us around that time. He was more on

the legislative side. Zale was a smart guy. | think he still has a consulting firm

in Springfield. And then there were a number of smart people who were

helping us, and helpinus find people. Bob Malott, who was chairman and

CEO of FMC Corporation, was a big help. There were just probably a dozen,
maybe even thirty people |ike that who
ought to take a | ook padallydortisbfirst he tr ans
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campaign, setting up that first administration, was a lot of fun. At the same
time, you had to keep in mind the politics of the situation.

Did they have to be Republicans?

No, they did not have to be Republicans, thatt was part of the

woodshedding process: Who have you worked for? What have you done? |
think having Republican credentials ce
coming into the conversation very many times. It did later on in the game, but

not in the transition period.

Since wedre there, |l wanted to ask abo
administration going forward. You have
important in any administration, and that would be the budget director.

Well, | was just about to mention Dr. Bob, Bob Mandeville, who was well

liked, was known as a straight shooter, and was known as a man who really
understood budgeting in a large state like lllinois. Governor Ogilvie, who had

been defeated by Dan Walker fogars earlier, sat down with Thompson.
Ogilvie was supporting Thompson, but i
wasnotbla whulTlhompson backer, for what e
still had some sour grapes about not beinglated, or partyurned its back

on him, or what. Dick Ogilvie was a wonderful, wonderful man, and

Thompson admired Ogilvie very much, but they eventually got together for a
luncheon or a meeting one day. Thompson said later that Ogilvie told him,

AJi m, i f y @ anteffeetiveggovernogin Itlinois, pou have to know

the budget, and you have to kneweryline in that budget. You have to go
through it, you have to read it, and vy
t hat youol |l b %8 And Thgnipsod tokgtmtwtoeheant.oMhen de

hired Bob Mandeville, Mandeville was the professor with his cigar, and he

took his time to explain to this rookie how state budgeting worked, and went
through it just I|Iike a schoolteacher,
reason that Thompson was the effective governor that he was. He not only
understood budgeting, but he had the intelligence to understand it and make it

work.

| understand that Mandeville was one of those few people who was there for
practically theentire administration.

He was. He was still there when | left in 1985. A good man, honest man,
funny. He had a dry wit, sense of humor. But again, it was that caliber of

26 Mandeville had a somewhat different take, arguing that a governor did not need to know
every line of a budget, but matured by focusing on roughly ten agencies that used the
majority of the general funds. For this and other issues in fiscal policy during the Thompson
administration, see Robert Mandeville, interview by Mike Czaplicki.
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person that Thompson attracted. The other thing that wés &eg | found

this in the first campaign, but it carried over into setting up the first

administratio® Thompson would hire people that he trusted and allow them

to do their job. He would not micromanage. If you screwed up, you screwed

up. If you screwed up really bad, yauo ul d hear from him, or
talk about what happened. Butéverheard him once berate an employee.

There were some things that went on; vy
have that one back, 0 and he under st ood
relationship between the boss and the employees.

Did you go in and challenge the boss when you thought he was on the wrong

track?

Oh, yeah, any number of times, and not only myself but other people did. But
Thompson, heod rwoaldnottalvays take thentpnsemsusi h e
Someti mes he would say, #AYeah, | hear
going to do this,o for whatever reason
with everybody, because we knbeawe how he

any hidden deals or secrets going on. He trusted his staff, and his staff not
only trusted him but really liked him. They were very loyal to him.

We havendét mentioned the chief of staf
couple times, but who didelseledd | dondét know i f the ter
governor at that time or chief of staff?

Vic DeGrazia became the Deputy Governor for Dan Walker; | think he was
the first person that | know of to carry that title in lllinois government. It was
onetht Wal ker made up, and probably Vict

why they did it. I dondt know.
Well, Walker was a navy guy, so chief
military term.

And have a little different meaning, | think, thanidl ¢h the military or in the

navy. Jim Fletcher stayed on. He came as campaign manager, and then

transitioned in as chief of staff. [lana Rovner later became the deputy

governor, and she basically was housed in Chicago. But wonderful, wonderful
person. Shbéad been an attorney, then later went on to become a very

distinguished federal judge, and now, | think, is even on the U.S. Court of
Appeal s in the Chicago area. Il l ana Rov
ever met, great sense of humor, smart akip,vand she was, in a lot of ways,
Thompsonés alter ego. She would chall
coul dnéthegy dwer But he naysayers who woul
wait a minute, you cané6ét go doHen t his
might not always take the advice, but he would always listen.

e
d
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How would you describe Thompsonbtés | ead
around at that anyway, but if you could put a short phrase to it.

| would best describe it as lead byaexple, and hire good people and trust

them to |l ead. And thatodos what he did.
in after the first inauguration, his office was this big office that was covered in
graypand thatés a whol e o théadfice. Buttterey abou
was a little back hall coming out of his office that came down into my office.

Most people, when they would go to meet with the governor, would go in

through the front. There were a few of us that had access in through that back

door. Several times | used that back door, which was never locked, to my

knowledge, just to walk in if something had happened that he had to know
about, a prison riot going on or whate
meeting; | would give him a note or giwhim the word. And that was fine. |

dondt know that many governors before
but thatoés the trust | evel that he had
privilege or that ability, but that was fine with him.

Who wasthe gatekeeper? Who controlled who got to the governor?

There were several gatekeepers at seve
probably going to get a little confused, but his personal secretary was

probably going to be the final gatekeepesdfmeone showed up and wanted

to see the governor unannounced, with Thompson they would have a chance,
because if you recall, the governoroés
door | was talking about on the rear, {efind side. The main entranceitts

straight ahead. His desk was down here. But over here were two big doors that
opened up into the hallway, into the rotunda of the Capitol. Those had been
sealed off by previous governors. So Thompson had his whole office stripped
downd all the gray pant taken off, going back to the original colérshose

doors unsealed and opened up, and he would conduct his business with those

doors open on a | ot of days. Theredd b
visitors to the Capitebscbhédgoveenon!
wor king!o Or, Alt looks | ike heds worKk
be on the phone or meeting with people
back. Theyéd take pictures, flashbul bs

Ther eds t hes déimivithime faes up sritle desk. \Wduld he be
doing that sometimes?

Oh yeah, yeah. He was very informal, as far as that went. And it was not

unusual, if there were going to be late meetings going on in the office, for
somebodyto bringaspacki n. We 6d have a beer or wk
public was no longer coming into the Capitol. Very informal, likeable, fun,

great sense of humor, loved to laugh, and loved to shop. He actually loved
campaigning, being governopglthnkhat 6s wh
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Your description of the early years sounds like he was spending most of his
time, when heb6s not on the campaign ¢tr
Chicago. Is that right?

Yeah, more in Springfield than Chicago. There wasasoning for that.
Probably most importantly, he liked it. He liked Springfield. He liked the
executive mansion. He had a love for it. He redid it. He fixed it up. Same with
the Capitol Building. Although the secretary of state is in charge of the
Captol, he wanted his office to look like the original office. They had, like,
battleship grey paint the office was painted in, and underneath were great
murals and things.

| 6m just thinking, Dan Wal ker, navy gu
(laught er) 1 dond6ét know if thereds any c
There may have been a connection. | do

Obviously, thatdés going back to the go
architecture as well.

Right. His first personal secretargtaally was a holdover from Dan Walker; |

candt remember her name right now. But
secretary and the ultimate gatekeeper was Gloria Evans. And Gloria was
everybodyds mom. She was greating Al ong
stuff at every place we stop. People are giving you stuff. | think we ought to

keep a |l og of all t he dstishits, fstratvbereyt youor
preserves, paintings, jackets, hats, it never stapfjefd u st keep a | og.

traveling aide, wbever the bagboy is, takes the stuff and puts it in the bag,
and when you get back to Springfield h
stuff: who gave it, where, and what time, and what were the conditions. Give
that to Gloria Evaesgiadndboesb&dbl That 0FE
the gift book.
And every now and thénusually Bob Hilman from theChicagoSun
Times who was one of tho8ehe was not one to sit down and have a beer all
that often. | think he liked Thompson, but he also loteestick it to him.

Hedéd come down, AWhereds that gift boo
And hedédd go through and try to find so
found some very interesting things that turned into major stories.

I 6 m sauarlog of thehthings you mention here are rather inconsequential as

far as the public was concerned, but then you get people who are giving gifts

to major sporting events or airplane rides. | know that there was a little bit of a
dustup, perhaps, wherehgot an opportunity to go down to see the Kentucky

Derby?

| think that was one. Another one was when lllinois was in the Rose Bowl; he
flew out on Xerox6s private |jet, and n
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state laws against it. It was neoof an image thing. But something hit the

windshield of the jet, and it had to make an emergency landing in Denver.

When that happened, then it became pub
Governor Thompsoné Oh, howéd he get on

DePue: I know the ¢hics rules have changed a lot since his administration. A lot of
the things web6re talking about would b

Gilbert: Would be illegal according to present day laws and practices, probably, yeah.

DePue: Were some of those changes imidlis law because of what was going on
during his administration, you think?

Gilbert: Il dondt think so. The difference being
privileges. When privileges like that are given and people get something for
t he gi fher e htatebsabwse comes into play.
the case with Thompson. We can split hairs over that all day, but personally |

dondét recall anything.
DePue: Wedbre kind of in the neighborhood. Let
thatdsantmpaeartaany |11l inois governoros st

director, typically known as the patronage chief. Who was that to start with?

Gilbert: Who was the first patronage chief?
DePue: Was it Michael Dunn?
Gilbert: No, Michael Dunn was an intern. lstarted out as a bagboy. Mike came out
of Rockford.
DePue: Within a few months there were something like four that cycled through the
job. Thatés wh¥dt | 6ve read, at | east.
Gilbert: Yeah, that could be. | 6d havew to do a

Baise went on to become the patronage chief at one time, before he became
Secretary of Transportation.

DePue: What |1 6ve read is that Dunn got hi msel
state plane for some personal reasons, and he had to step dowinefrjoin
That was fairly early on.

Gilbert: Yeah, he did, but he was not in charge
his position was. | know he was a coordinator for us during the first election.

2Dunn followed Dan Kennelly as Thompsonds fi
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DePue: During the times you were there working for the/grnod this is through
1985, correct?

Gilbert: Yeah.
DePue: Was the phrase fApinstripe patronageo b

Gilbert: Yeah, that came into play. Mostly during the campaign against Adlai
Stevenson, | believe, is Thompsan fipi n
statedodand | want to be careful how
impressiod he started out as an open door governor, and | think he
maintained that open door policy throughout. He started out as a governor
who was going to hregoqgde opl e, and party politics
an issue. Thatodos in putting the admini
campaign he began to find out how important the county chairmen were.

Carrying 100 out of 102 counties, the Republicamtpuhairmen were doing

a heck of a job, let me tell you, for some reason, and that was because they

t hought , AHereds our guy,; webOve got a
strong Republican governoro. Thompson
countychairmen would meet at the state fair, or he would have them in for a

bar becue at the executive mansion, th
doind? And hereds what | want. o And t
hired in the local Department of Trawstation facility in their county, the

local mental health facility, the prisnwhatever state jobs were available in
their |l ocal counties or in state gover
somebody in to work here oissuetofher e. 0 So
pinstripe patronage comes into play, t
mine, theredll ®e some jobs for vyou.

stri
| s &

€
h

DePue: One of the critiques | have heard from a couple people is that the nature of his
appoint ments c¢ hang eindofcswggestingtthatmattertheand y o
first couple years they became more politically oriented.

Gilbert: Il think thatdés fair to say, but at the
in a very upright and legal way. People still went through the woodshdd, a
dondét think itds ever been considered

hire Democrats in his administration, or a Republican to hire Republicans.

That 6s the way our elective structure
before that. But Thmpson did listen more to the county chairmen, and to his
legislators in particular, Republican and Democrat.

DePue: Since we 0r ed thisns waynabeadsotithejtimetidebut in 1990
the Supreme Court ruled on a case calledRilndecision that wa based on
hiring practices within the Thompson administration. So 1990 is five years

28 placeholder foHandbookentry onpatronage.
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after youdre out of the picture, but |
while you were still there. Was that correct?

Gilbert: 't coul doéve bdienhat whstfilédsn 1889, butledo o | | e
remembeRutan It was filed, and | think Thompson acknowledged it and
moved on.
DePue: So youbre not the guy | need to be t al
Gilbert: Good. (laughter)
DePue: Relieved, huh? A couple other namesanted to ask you about: Zale

Glauberman; was he one of the legislative liaisons to begin with?

Gilbert: Yes, and | think he had been active originally in the Ogilvie administration,

and may have been representing the Republicans in the House during

Walkeds administration, ®but | 06m not sure
DePue: How about Dan Webb and Ty Fahner?
Gilbert: Dan Webb and Ty Fahner were former assistant U.S. attorneys, bright guys,

good guys, and Thompson brought them in to head up the lllinois Department

of Law Enforcement. And again, people that came out of the same legal
foundation that he did. They werenodot g
BS, and thatdéds why he brought them in.

DePue: And the positions they held? Do you recall that?

Gilbert: Fahner wenbn to be Attorney General. He was appointed. And that was
during the Tylenol issu®.Webb was Director of Law Enforcement. Danny
Webb and | used to play tennis together in Washington Park, and a good guy.

DePue: Who was winning the tennis matches?
Gilbert: (laughs) I always won.

DePue: One of the reasons he was a good guy, huh?
Gilbert: Yeah.

Y Glaubermands er ved on Speaker W. Robert Blairods
campaign as research directidimois Issues March 1986, 37.

30 Reference to the unsolved murders of several people in 1982 after someone laced Tylenol
capstles with cyanide prior to their distribution to Chicagea stores. Bernard Turnock,

interview by Mike Czaplicki, April 16, 2014, [update final page numbers, currertBA);6

[ Pl aceholder for Thompson and Fahnerds recol
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John Kramer at lllinois Department of Transportation.
John Kramer was a holdover from the Walker administration.
So a Democrat?

Yeah, le was a Democrat. Knew a lot about transportation. Smart as a whip.
Interesting, interesting guy. He was Deputy Secretary of Transportation under
Langhorne Bond, who was Secretary of Transportation under Dan Walker.

Candét get a b edmethanlanghormedBond.ol or f ul

Oh, Langhorne Bond. There was a legislator who used to come into the State
Capitol and stand i n t hlangsmirre 8dné 60of t he
Have you heard that stor}}?

No.

S a yLang-horneBondo And it would echo through
imagine. But Kramer was smart; he had, along with Langhorne Bond, been

the chief architect of the Crosstown Expressway. So Thompson comes into

office. The Crosstown Expressway was the main reason Ridh&raley

wanted Dan Walker out of there, because Walker did not want to build the
Crosstown Expressway and Daley did. So you might say that Kramer held the

keys to the Crosstown Expressway, in that he understood it, he knew what the
objections were. | badve it was the first summit.hompson was a good

Asummi tryo guy; he |l oved to call summi
summit that he held was on the Crosstown Expressway. Richard J. Daley had
passed on and was not there. | think the new mayor wasaili Bilandic.

Bilandic, right.

Great guy. | liked Mayor Bilandic personally. We were pretty good friends.

But we had the Crosstown summit; the legislators were involved, and whoever
from Chicago, and Thompson broke that logjam, whickedithe Crosstown
Expressway but freed up all this federal money that was being held hostage. It
was about a threm-one, fourto-one federalocal match, so there was a ton,
millions of dollars in federal money being held up. Thompson broke that
logjam. That was one of the key issues in his first4year term; that, Class

X, and maybe a couple of others.

Was there any grumbling because he allowed a Democrat to hang around in a
key position |ike |1 DOT? Because therebodo

31 John KnueppelGregBaise, interview by Mark DePue, August 7, 2013
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Are you kidding me? In Illinois? Would there be grumbling about something
like that? (DePue laughs) Of course there was grumbling. People hated
Kramer. But he was a smart guy. John Kramer had the ability to take more
crap from more people and ssiinile about it than anybody | know. And that

was part of the secret to his success. He could go up to an antagonistic

| egislator, put his arm ar ouandsohi m.
Representativesands o, 0 and t heyd6d srathimgand and
hedd say, ANo, no, no, not so quick
patronage flowing in the background and all of that too, but he was smart. He
was very successful.

Just one more name, and t hitienednwucho ne
but | want to mention it because | think he goes on to the national level, and
that s John Bl ock.

John Block. Oh, he was a character. One of my favorite early press
conferences that we put together wa
Director of Agriculture for the State of lllinois, because he was a farmer, and
because he was a graduate of West Point. He talked like a farmer. And he had
also married a | udge ®@Ratlgea thigkhvwagher i n
last name. So there washackground of very important political influence in

that arrangement, just from Judge Rathje. Her fatherhegsdge; he ran

DuPage County for a number of years. So John R. Block was a good
appointment. And the farmers loved it. They loved the faey had a farmer
heading up the Department of Agriculture.

Was that unusual at the time?

S

He

T

DuF

Far as | know. I dondt know that many

He had hundreds, maybe even thousands of acres, out in western Ililnois. S
that was very important. And Thompson loved it. He loved somebody who
could put straw in his mouth and not look like a phony, and taking him out to
meet with the farmers. The farmers loved it too, and they would discuss all
their issues. He did go onbe U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.

Who did Thompson turn to when he wanted political advice? Who was his
political guru?

|l dondédt know if he had a guru, per
would talk to, and there were even moregdeavho would talk to him. So he

was getting political advice. It may sound a little corny, but | think to a certain
extent his father played a role in being the person that he could call and say,
AHey, Dad, how are you dorlitlgsuimmeAn d
vacation place together and talk. His dad was a physician, and not a politician.
Went to night school to become a doctor, terrific guy. That was kind of his
moral compass, | would say. Political advice he would get from his staff, of
course everybody had an opinion. Bill Cellini, I think, at the time was mister
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inside/mister outside, a position he held for a long, long time, through a
number of administrations.

Never had an official position, but always somebody you would turn to?

Yeah. Well , Il dondét know if he would t
He represented a very important segment and a large segment, the concrete

layers and asphalt layers, the highway people, construction people. But he

always was kind of a amipulator, putting jobs here and there. A lot of that

never got to Thompson, I donodot think.
advice along the way. His former assistant U.S. attorneys played a role. Danny
Weil, who was one of his assistants, Sam S#&inJoel Flaum, Dan Webb, Ty

Fahner, Illana Rovner. That group, from time to time, would give political

advice. And maybe most important, Jayne Thompson. She, probably more

t han anyone in the wider i nner circl e,
about smething, and she would let her husband know about it. She had a lot

of input.

Everything youdbve said up to this poin
very good political instincts.

He had very good political instincts. He had very gpotitical luck. And |

dondét think thatodés to be overlooked. Y
the world, and if you arendt catching
help you out. But he was a lucky guy in a lot of ways.

Just the thing of events and things?

Timing of events, and that worked against him, too, in certain ways, when
Ronald Reagan came along.

At the presidential level.
Right.

l 6m taking so much ti me hedweeestdblslct ause |
the foundation and we can move through some of this other stuff a little bit

more quickIy. But | etds go back to his
memories that you have about that day?

't was pretty excinld7idgheinauduatiodacda f or sur
governor in lllinois was a big deal. It was a big deal rexge. All the major

TV stations, not only in Chicago but around the state, would send crews in for

live interviews and updates, covering not only the speech bpralyer

breakfast in the morning and the receptions in the afternoon, the balls at night.

So that was a big deal. It was a black tie deal. | wore a black tie, interviewed

by Channel 9, | remember.
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Did you rent it?

Of course. (laughter) Onyrown nickel too, as a matter of fact. But it was

fun. This was a fresh new start for lllinois, in a lot of ways, as far as
Republicans were concerned, thatos for
political instincts come into play in unusual ways. Gaangund the state

campaigning, eventually in all 102 countes don o6t know i f he

in the first campaign, but pretty closetdit her e woul d be parad
be the high school band marching in the parade in a certain town, and they
werereay good. He would meet with the kid
what? I f I 6m elected governor | would

i naugur ati on. 0 Hfiwe onfiftysbandsitieat hb lkad madeve nt y
that promise to, and different people. So thegtaited showing up. And we

t hought, Oh, webve got to have somet hi
ended up having a parade, and ran the bands through the Armory building in

the afternoon.

But obviously part of the paradeds got
Yeah.
Did the weather cooperate that day?

It was col d. I 6m t r yi n-degreecdayr Thhereewmie e r i f
a couple of things that happened that day. | think it was really cold. Other

thing that happened is about thiiminutes before the inaugural ceremony

start s, |l 6m backstadge talking to diffe

Was this inside or outside?

l nside. One of the securlty peopl e can
sai d, AWhat 6s t hatb®te nHe& isdied, aff A Pgounarid
sai d, i Oh, manéo | said, A We II, hebds ¢
make sure that he, per soAalheybs dnooets n ot
governor yet; but B, thereé fa i ssue
prisoners to send a message to the roo
ot her states; it may have happened in
room, and they brief hihwh o t he guard was, how it h
| ockdown. Th dahinplshtould ge apyrsd meefiwith everybody

up there in Pontiac. 0 We said, ANo, n o

first time the staff just unani mously
not. He did not go. But that was kind of in the shasof what was going on,
on this really happy day.

What a start. He figured out, #AWell,
do it. o

Yeah, exactly.
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A

He takes over as governor, and heds go
correct?

Yes. Cecil Partee, | think, was President Pro Tem of the Senate.

There were 186 ballots to figure out who the next Senate president was going
to be?

Yeah. And Thompson settled that dispute. He went in and sat in the chair. He
lovedit, loved every minute of it.

The theater of it?

Oh, yeah, exactly. And the batikall dealings, and bringing who to the table,
how are we going to get this personods
fun part of government.

What was the agenda for that year, the legislative agenda for him?

The two major issues were settling the Crosstown issue problem and passing
Class X. Class X was for certain heinous crimes: No pardon, no parole. And
we wanted that image to be o$ong governor passing this law, and people
hear the cell doors slam in the background.

As the press secretary, so much of your job is about the image. Was it easy to
help craft that image and to guide him through that process?

If there was any crafting to be done, it was probably in the early parts of the
campaign. But this is a very bright man who loved campaigning, loved the
idea of being elected gover@orctually being electedyoverno® and he

kind of came in with hisownimageandosrk i | | s. There was V¢
Someti mes you said, you know, fAYou don
always milk a cow from the | eft side, 0
he was a natural. He really waback And h
and |isten to dthebwygstnessage asdphe statetoktise

state message, and his important speéchies guy was good. He still is.

Hebés a great orator, |l would say. So t
Acouple phrases hat | 6ve discovered just i n (e

Austerity, or Year of Sacrifice. That was a message that he was putting out
initially?

Mm-hmm.
Would that be something that you would help develop?

(laughs) Yes. That waan important part of our message and image. When he
became governor, he wanted the limo. He wanted the big, black Lincoln
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Conti nentNaway IYosuaicda,nniot do it. o And h

(
sai d, AHow are you goi ngcuttiogbdcleane an i n
watching your nickels and dimes in sta
money? And oh, here comes big Jim in h
do it.o He said, AWhat am | going to d
andne only is it wugly, but it portrays
to communicate. The other thing is it
guy, and you can get in and out of it. And when people look down the street,

see this CheckerCabimo coming, theyol !l know Big

| aughed, and said, fAO0Oh, Gilbert, Gilobe
in the limo, and he tried it out. You know how the doors on a car both open

like this; the Checker Cab opened like this. Thatfroor opened like this,

and the back door opened like this. So you could operdit up

DePue: Like the wings of a bird or something.

Gilbert: Yeah, right. So here comes Thompson, b
for him to get the black limo dowmé road, but the way it started out was
very, very important.

DePue: | also know that he was taking some heat early on about functions in the
mansion, and lobster, (Gilbert laughs) and champagne, and liquor in general,
and the scale of it was maybe beyavitht Dan Walker was doing.

Gilbert: Yeah, he loved to entertain, loved to have a party. He would do it for reasons;
i f heds having dignitaries in, he was
fashionable style. And he would have lobster flown in.

DePue: Butthisi s on the publicds di me, though.

Gilbert: Well, some of it was, some of it wasnbo
raised, | think some of that was paid for out of the campaign expenses.

DePue: But the questions came up, | would assume, because, as ytonadnthe
message was Year of Austerity.

Gilbert: Yeah, well & But he is the governor. | f
youdbve got business | eaders coming 1in,

DePue: | probably should set this up, this particwaar, 1977, with a couple other
statistics. Youdre |l ooking at about a
on the increase. Therebds about a 6.2 p
little bit lower for lllinois than other states. This is at tieginning of the
Carter administration, as well . But th
mi x. And that 6s, |l 6m sure, part of why
Austerity.
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Gilbert: It was a Year of Austerity, but the theme that the govealsn kept pounding
away on was jobs, jobs, jobs. Everyt hi
make an appointment, and we would brai
we tie jobs in? How many jobs is this

bringing that in. At the same time, with the Year of Austerity, we were
dimming the lights in the Capitol along with Jimmy Carter and the rest of
America. We were cutting back on this and that.

DePue: That was even more of a factotbhatina n t he
little bit.

Gilbert: Yeah. Thatods true.

DePue: How about, though, the other part of that: if the inflation rate ischglh d 1t 0 s

been high for a couple years, 6 percent, 7 percent, going in thaérandge
sal aries ar enots kleoeopkiinngg paatc es, t aatned shael6a
was a matter of discussion early on in the administration.

Gilbert: It was a matter, but to attract good p
l iving wage, and if youore tsexthriamdg qu al
wanting them to basically live in Springfield, their salary has to be
commensur at e. I dm not talking outrageo
salaries. Wedre in the ballpark. But i
anytimeyouincreasesal i es i n state government yc

And that was the case with Thompson.

Now, Thompson, | might say, is kind of a flamboyant guy. He likes
antiques. He likes fine art. He likes to travel first class. He loves to have a
martini on tke state plane on the way home from a speech. He likes a good

glass of fine bourbon. So hedés not goi
|l i ke an Amish person just because heods
to give up a |lifésetwie ht haAindhdees doe mhd

needs to. So there is going to be some grumbling about that.

DePue: His previous job was as U.S. Attorney for the northern district. We mentioned
that he was going to make $50,000; that was his salary as Governor of the
Stae of lllinois, and that was pretty much on par with a lot of other states at
the time. Was he making more money as the U.S. Attorney?

Gilbert: |l dondt know. |l doubt it. It was proba
a little bit more.

DePue: But it seems obvious that he thought he needed to be paid more than $50,000.
Gilbert: Yeah.
DePue: And he thought the legislators needed to be making more, as well.
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Gilbert: Mm-hmm. Part of that was keeping up with the times, but the other part was
heds t hireogwns [tateur e a bone here. You kn
|l 61l play ball with you. o

DePue: Getting back to the overall budget, was this at a time period when welfare

expenses and Medicaid expenses were growing?

Gilbert: Theyodove always been growing, yeah.
DePue: So thereds added pressure because of t
Gilbert: And dondét forget, thereds this sense o
when it came to funding for schools, or funding for welfare, funding for single
momes, all this stuff, downstatelsgi at or s sai d, AThat 6s a
Mass transit? AThatds a Chicago issue.

Chicago issue, and that was their bargaining chip. So there was a great
Chicago/downstate still is, to a certain extedtwhen it came to fundofor

schools and welfare and tran&tAs a result, youdl | see
sophisticated mass transit systems in
nice, nice looking, noipolluting bus going down the street with two people

on it. But tehfedérd mandates have aréated tsat ddlemma as

well.

DePue: I wanted to ask about some of the
mentioned a couple of these, but |
death penalty.

o O

Gilbert: Yeah.

DePue: A Suprene Court decision a few years before authorized or allowed states to
decide whet her or not theydre going to

Gilbert: Mm-hmm.

DePue: What was the governoro6és position on th
Gilbert: | believe he allowed the death penalty to stay. Yéaldid.

DePue: There was a vote to approve the death penalty for the state of Illinois?

Gilbert: |l dondt know i f there was a vote or no
DePue: | think that was the case.

Gilbert: Is that the case?

2pl aceholder for DO6Espositob6s discussion.
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DePue: I mi ght have to do secaththat asdeang amaph . So vy
iIssue?
Gilbert: No, not a major issue. This is part of his law enforcement background. | think

people would expect him to take that position.

DePue: Whi ch means somewhere down the road he
some very ard decisions.

Gilbert: Such as?

DePue: Hedés going to have to be the one who u
death sentence will be carried dtit.

Gilbert: Yeah.
DePue: You donodot recall any of those during t
Gilbert: ldo,but | dondét recall the specifics. Ar

Department of Corrections, law and order, is one that Thompson changed in
[llinois. Prisons used to be looked at as unsightly institutions. NIBIBYot
In My Back Yard. Thompson saii, We 6 ve got a problem her

AGovernor, i snét Class X going to mean
prisons throughout the state?0 Yes it
prisons, and thatodés goi ndewereputttgan | obs
bill boards up around Springfield, ABr i
Centralia. We want it here. o0 They star
institutions. I dondot think it had bee
administration. Sofromtht st andpoint, youdbdbve got p
order, Class X, prisons, jobs, in a new light. So death penalty was in the hands

of somebody who had a plan for | aw and

being a big issue. As a personal decigiorwhether to flip the switch or flip
the injection, that may have been. | think for anybody that would be a tough
decision to make.

DePue: Was law and order an issue that was playing out at the national level, as well?

| remember that was certainlyafact i n Ri chard Nixondés el
Gilbert: Yeah, it was, but I ém trying to rememb
DePue: Yeah, he certainly wouldndét identify w
Gilbert: |l wouldnét pick him as a |l aw and order

3¥0n Thompsonodés power to pardon or reduce sen
discussion(??)]
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Since wedre tal king atookalttle l@hbests glay X, | Kk
out than Governor Thompson wanted to. You got to the end of the legislative

year and nothing had been done out of
major initiatives.

But there had been a lot of noise made alipand there was a lot of public

senti ment building. People could under
name Class X as it was a longer interment for heinous crimes. Class X, no

pardon, no parole. Media picked up on it. TV anchors picked up on it.

AiGwer nor, what about this Class X?0

Who came up with that term?

Il dondt know. Thompson may have. But |
first legal counsé

Was that something that would be embedded in the legislation, a specification
classification of crimes?

Mm-hmm, yeah.
Maybe it already existed before?

No, it did not. That was the point of
x'34

Was this at a timeframe whenofint hr ee st
play at the national level?

Either at the time or just before.
Would that phrase work in terms of how Class X was applied?

No. 't may have, but thatdés not how it
pardon, no parole.

| know that he had called the special session; was it July timeframe?
Right.
And he still didnét get it pushed thro

Uh-uh.

34 The name built on existing classifications of felonies inltiiv®is penal code by
decreasing severity:

Felony 1 through Felony 4.
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DePue: And it didndot happen until the veto se
Gilbert: | think it was the vei session, yeah.

DePue: Which generally requires a higher percentage, does it not?

Gilbert: It does require a higher percentage, and | do not recall what horses were

traded in that to get it passed, but that would be a great topic to ask some of
the legishtive people.

DePue: Yeah, December timeframe, | think it was.
Gilbert: Yeah.
DePue: ERA was also going to be coming up, and the legislature would devote a lot of

its time and attention to ERA every single year. Going into it, what was
ThompsonOmamERA?s i t i on

Gilbert: He was for it.

DePue: So why did he end up taking a lot of heat? Even in the early years, he was
taking heat frof the women6s groups.

Gilbert: | think it was primarily the makeup of the legislature that he had to work with,
and they wouldot see individual legislators as easily as they would see a six
foot-six governor who they thought could twist arms and make it happen. So

they went after him, and when it didné
DePue: So itbdés al most b elecauss lee waseerdeiaed asta lerys i ma
powerful and influential governor, that it played against him in the ERA
mission?
Gilbert: Il dondédt know if he was perceived as a

Yes, he won by a big margin, and he was popularpbwerful and
influential ? That remains to be seen,

DePue: Okay.

Gilbert: And the ERA may have been one of the tests. But coming out of the blocks,
he felt jobs and Class X and Crosstown were probably the issues he wanted to
focus on harer.

35 See the lllinois Statecraft series, ERA Fight in lllinois,
http://mwww?2.illinois.gov/alplm/library/collections/oralhistory/illinoisstatecraft/era/Pages/defa
ult.aspx
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DePue: You mentioned jobs a couple times here. What was he doing in terms of
legislation or initiatives to boost employment?

Gilbert: Oh, |l 6d have to go back and |l ook. You
for our discussions, and | found thataloof t he t hings that v
678, 679, 680, really started coming t

half of his third term and the fourth term. Build Illinois, which will come up

down the road | think the seeds of that were beginntogplant. The biggest

phrase Thompson probably heard in his office from downstate legislators and
county chairmen was, #fAYou canodot get th
get to Springfield from here. Thereos
wasafourhour drive. 0 Up in the Quad Citie
here. 0 Rockford: AYou candt get there
|l ook at the road syst em -tlioodéaighway,n | | | i
Route 51, from Rockford ahe way down to Paducah or something like that.

What started happening in the Thompson years, all of a sudden, people can

get there from there. They can get to Springfield from these downstate

communities now.

n

DePue: Yeah, a lot of places you talked abduth er e s an i nterstate
now.

y. Well, that doesndét just happe

Gilbert: Exact |
to have the state Asqueaking awayo

got

DePue: That also would suggest that he needs to haddi@ relationship with the
lllinois delegation at the federal level.

Gilbert: He loved going to Washington and having breakfast with the lllinois
del egation, and they |l oved having him
against Walker and Ogilvie andher governors, but just knowing his travel
schedule, he probably met with the Illinois delegation more than any other

governor that |1 &dm aware of.
DePue: Letds talk a Ilittle bit about his trav
couple yearshewdasr avel i ng out of state a | ot.

came out in 1979, so early in the timefra@me
Gilbert: Bob Hartley!

DePue: Bob Hartley®® Hartley mentioned that the first time he went to Washington,
DC, he didndt meet andthegottsdme hebtffofitt noi s d

Gilbert: Yeah, that probably was a good slap on the wrist for him.

3¢ Robert Hatley, Big Jim Thompson of lllinoi€Chicago: Rand McNally, 1979).
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So just an oversight on his part?

Yeah. It was definitely an oversight by the staff for not making that happen. |
dondot think eistubbydlmpsondel i ber at

Would part of that be on you, that you failed to mention that?

That wasnot in my realm ofé | me a n ,
liaison duties. That was somebody else, not to pass it off on anybody else. |
was mae concerned about issues in media.

Traveling to Washington, DC frequently is one thing, but he was traveling all
over the place in the country.

Like?

California, New York, other states. So it gets to the issue of his presidential
apirations. And from what | read i n Ha
a month.

| 6d have to go back and review Bobds ©b
one of the media people who thought that Thompson had presidential

aspirations from thbeginning. And as far as traveling to other states, | think

it is imperative for the governor of the fifth largest state in the nation, the

number two agricultural exporting state in the nation at thedtime

Behind California.

0 totraveltoot her st ates and regions. |l dono
fundrai ser s. I dondét recall him making
promote him as a presidential candidate. | was as close to him as any staff

person, on the road and offtheroad,da | dondt recall him s

appearances, istate or out of state, in pursuit of some type of presidential
ambition. | mean, the discussions just never came up.

You donét recall @&any personal discussi

No.

0 you had with the geernor on that?

Never . | talked to him about it early
you might run for president someday?o0

knows? Who wouldnoét |
wha | 6m really interested in right

But the media didnét | et it go, did
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Oh, the media loved it, and Hartley, being the downstate newspaper guy from
Decatur, would love to put this feather in his hat. Not unusual. Not unusual at

all. You look at stories by William White and his connection with Theodore
Roosevelt, and the smatiwn paper guy making a presidential candidate, or
thinking he had something to do with i

So if this was all plging out today, where you had twerfgur-hour cablé

(laughter® totally different ball game.

owhere at the national |l evel theyodre c
presidential candidates. Would it be unlike Thompson to be thinkingt &bo
in the back of his mind, even though h

with his staff?

You have to ask him about th#t.

l &m |l ooking forward to doing that. (1 a
to ask you about are ones thady be kind of below the radar screen for you
after this many years. I read t hat he

make it through.
Right.
Anything in that respect that you can remember?

No. What | doenteicand It hs womuddhient hi cs |
were some legislators that would become catatonic in the same vein they

would over ERA. AWhat do you mean, ERA
women. We got equal right s hdsamebago men! 0o
for a governor who wanted to do something about it, but boy, you had a tough

row to hoe. So where are you going to spend your political capital with the

| egi sl ature? Are you going to spend it
talkingabott : web6r e talking about jobs, or w
something like ethics legislation, which you really want? But how hard are we

going to fight for this when we could get so much more out of legislation

t hat 6s goi ng t ceallpgoingdaatfest the livés of the pedplei s

of lllinois? And | think that was kind of the mindset that he operated from.

So top on the list would be the Crosstown and Class X?
Yeah, and that

Jobs?

37 [Placeholder for Jim Thompson, interview by Mark DePue(?7?)]
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And jobs, in the firsshort tweyear term, tweyear campaign.

But my i mpression is there wasnodot a pi
mor eé

Oh.

That 6s where the travel came in, perha
Yeah. And economic devel opntapeopte. You K
Youdbre talking to auto makers, whoever
the mayor of Chicago, and anytime ther
t wenty people into the city, heds hol d

t hat was hivse miondset .buwdd jobs in the
got to get people working again. That way we can keep taxes down, and we
caneée

This is more of a question for the budget guys and for Governor Thompson
himself, but was part of the equation in teraf developing a climate for jobs

t hat youbve got to have the right fisc
right budget? Youbre balancing your bu
Youdbre bound by the state constitution
Thompson did delier balanced budgets, But

Well, not all governors necessarily worry about that as much.
That 6s true, but it is what it is.

Il had forgotten that. (laughter) That
constitution. Anything dealing wh abortion is always a hot button issue.

There was a piece of legislation where there were abortion restrictions, and
Thompson vetoed the legislation.

Yeah.

Abortion legislation saying there would be no state funds used for abortions,
andhe vetoed that legislation. Do you recall that one?

|l do, but I really donéteé | 6m really n
that.

His veto of it? It certainly positions himself as a moderate Republican of that
era.

Thereisnaoubt about that . He was asked, i
youdre a | iberal on these issues. 0 His
matters, almost right across the board
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to the center on most other issuBgat when it came to what is viewed as the

l'llTinois citizends pocketbook, he want
DePue: And on social issues?
Gilbert: Middle of the road. These would be good issues for you to discuss with Paula

Wol ff . | khkng abouy setting upantetviaws with her, but she did

a lot of the framing of the issues that were brought to the governor, and
resulted in his position, which he decided what he wanted to do with it. But |
think Paula was more middle of the road/lefeated than anybody else in the
administration.

DePue: Sheds agreed to be interviewed, but to
Governor Thompson, so ités going to be
go on a lot of the trips when he would travel?

Gilbert: Quite a few. My personal philosophy on that was, If you need me in Peoria,
you need me in Paris.

DePue: How about if you need me in Peoria, you need me in DC, or in New York
City, or in California? Did you make some of those trips?

Gilbert: |  d o mlbgbing toeCalifornia. I went to a lot of DC trips, especially during
t he Reagan years. Jim Brady was a frie
secretary, and we would go to the White House. At the time, Thompson was
Chairman of the National Governors Asgation, so he would have monthly
meetings in the White House and one thing or another.

DePue: So the governors association meetings were in DC?

Gilbert: Mm-hmm, the National Governors Association is in Washington.

DePue: How did he get to have such a priment position on that organization so
quickly?

Gilbert: Just |l ook who he is. 't wasndét unusual
Four years? Eight year s, i n most st at e

for whomever i s ¢ holedhad.goodifdaehds. Aaywayo od s p
he was Chairman of the National Governors Association, and Chairman of the
Republican Governors Association at another time during this administration.

DePue: Did he politic for those things?

Gilbert: I dondt k n.diwstaffdikh We Hae a Vdashihgton office, a very
good Washington office, and we woéldi we 6 me anidmwguldt he st af
make sure that at a Governors Association he would have some kind of a
speaking role.
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l sndét that t he ki nodursué if yourhadrpigesidenticdt y o u O
aspirations?

No. Oh, itdés the kind of thing you wan
can put your arms around a half dozen
I dondt know t ha tngstdnéts seekiagcthe presaencyl vy a s
(laughs)

Wel | , maybe |1 6m going to be just as ob
journalists of the day were, but did you guys in the staff ever talk dbout

Nabh.
0 the possibility of being @sidential timbre?

| mean, it was fun. For example, when he would go into the White House for
meetings, | would go to the West Wing and see if Brady was in. Brady would

say, AHey, Gilbert, whatodos going on? C
of fice. Wedd talk, and about the first
Cubbies doing?0 Great Cubs fan. But he
anytime, and | Oo6m out of town, | 6m not
told his staff and everythingwould go in, and nine times out of ten, Brady
wasnodét there. And 1 6d say, AHI, how vyo
in!o So 1 6d go in and |1 6d sit down at
Fireplace over here, model ships dvegou know, famous paimigs on the

wal | . My blood pressure would go up a
|l 6d cal l my parents, (laughter) AnAHey,
|l 6d say, Al 6m sitting in the press sec
Theyodod wawy,)| dmOh, you | ove to be there ¢
thatéd be fun. o

That 6s about as far as it went. I me
thinking, Boy, |l 6d Il ove this job somed
know the Washington ps® Sam Donaldson and all these charaéteand it

was fun. It was a trip. There is no do
[ Thompson] would go into the East Roon
in the White House, he woaVdosBwt AEhAI
that 6s as far as it went. We didndét ha

You had given me a couple videotapes of campaign ads and a couple

interviews. Towards the end of that first year there was an interview that he

had with Bill Curtis, Chanel 2. And there was another gentleman with this
incredibly deep, resonant voice. I don

| forget his name.

But they were asking about his first year, and to reflect back on it. Of course
the question about presiden aspirations came up.

105



David Gilbert

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Gilbert:

DePue:

Interview #1ST-A-L-2014011

Right.

But | think it was Bill Kurtis who was also asking him about programs, and
apparently there had been some critici
was advancing, that it was the Year of Austerity, sobbous |l y you ar en
going to have programs.

Well , whatodés a program? And | think th
webve accomplished, I f you Il ook at alll
bipartisan cooperation to get some ofthese javass sed, and so for

those programs? Arené6t those things th

To paraphrase what | remember, he woul
iisnét that a program?o0

(laughs) Darn good one these days.

Istha just a desire from the public and
to be doing something specific, having something to look at?

That 6s the medi a. I dondét think the pu
program? What OBlayberwhpato@s ayn®or positdi
particular issue that relates to them, yes, they care about.

But later on in his administrati@nand this is after you had left the scéniee
did develop the reputation for being a builder.

Oh,yeah.Butyod on6t do that in the first two
Like I said before, during that first twyear term and during theeconderm,
which was four years, thatoés when the

played out. There are hundreds and haddrand hundreds of things you can
point to in this state that happened during the Thompson years, everything
from convention centers to highways to airports to river projects, Kaskaskia,
that work on the Mississip@il mean, it goes on and on and on and on

Wedbre at about an hour and fifty minut

1978. There are some issues in 1978, a
campaign year. | would like to start on that, and then we can continue with
that discussiomtmor r ow, i f thatoés okay with yo

That 6s fine.

Letdés start with this. The governoro6s
from his administratiod hundreds and hundreds of press clippings that we

106



David Gilbert Interview #1ST-A-L-2014011

are going through and this is one of therhthink this is roughly the

beginning of 0678. I1toés the report card
Gilbert: Mm-hmm!
DePue: And it would just be the kind of thing that you, as the Press Secretary, would

especially focus in on at the time.

Gilbert: Yeah.

DePue: It graded the governdk
through F on a variety of issues
honesty and integrity this had
to make you very hap@ycame
out the highest; 82 percent of |

the lllinois public graded him an e [ss s 1 >
A in honesty and integrity. et s topuaes | 0% Wi liniix l B
Now, going into this thing, what s e fon Tavn | s [anlaw | A
would you want to have the e T R BT
governa scoring highest on?  EEESEIEEE™ s e e e s
[CownnmwCandor [ 74% | arn | a% [AN N A
Gilbert: Oh, honesty and integrity. e ————
Woul dndét you? 1 1tnink you
recall going through the campaign commercials, that first campaign, and then
the ones that rolled over into the 078
corner,andtheltd ol d | ady saying, i heard Ji

wanted to come out here and see you. o
l &m going to vote for you for governor
why is that?o0 Becadséhat t waskmygoeprien
And it was the truth, you know? Honest
He has prosecuted over three hundred crooked politicians, and you can expect

that same type of government wdden he c

0
g

to see it was that high. | dondt recal
DePue: Oh, really? I want you to respond to t
three highlighted at the top end of the scale, and a couple where he scored
lower, if you will. Sowhatwerée he ot her ones that | 6ve
on the top?
Gilbert: Crime legislatiod that would be Class X. Openness, candor. Yep. Probably

all the media reports, especially on TV, of his open door policy in his office,
and people looking in, and just lability to get around the State. So those all
make sense. | look at some of these others and | say, he probably did not have

38 Report card from the April 1978hompson Insidera newsletter published by Citizens for
Thompson.
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time to really establish any kind of a record that people could look at when
this repord

One of the lowest in terms of Atirags was seeking jobs for lllinois; 32
percent gave him an A in that.

Right, right.

And 22 percent gave him a C, and that was the highest rating he got in the C
range.

That was one of our themes, but how much had he really acstegin that
regard by that time? | think down the road, when some of these programs

begin to come to fruition, thatods when
significantly.

So you candét make a big impact in just
No.

Theot her one thatdéds on the | ow end of t
Yeah, and | think thatds just an over a
just Tl linois. People I ook at gover nme

kidding me? All the wag connected with government.

This Iis coming from my reading of Hart
heat his first year that he had a lazy side. Part of it was because he was

traveling out of state so much, as well as some of the comment® thvatde,

and the frequent parties in the mansion and that kind of a thing.

That could be.

And maybe even, youbve got your feet U
would play into that image, as well.

Yeah, I d o n 6 tageplaysmto it ds antich asmaybe sonme of the

other images that came out. He liked to play racquetball early on before his

back started giving him issues, and he was on the cowiSofRacquetball

Todayor whatever. | think when there were TV reporthioh doing that,

maybe thatdéds where that came fr om. He
did like his leisure time too. And can

Youdd mentioned that from January 1977
i naugur at ed,d6shegpamt tthd ntku mgf chre reel ect i
rest of the Thompson team feel at the end of that first year in terms of being
positioned for a successful run again?
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