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Abstract  
Frederick H. Baumberger, Agriculture in Illinois, AI-A-L-2007-028 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Frederick Henry Baumberger was 

born in Reno, Illinois on May 17, 1920, of German and Swiss ancestors. The family initially 

settled the land in the 1830s. Baumberger attended Blackburn Junior College, then was 

drafted into the Army, seeing action in the Pacific theater, where he participated in several 

landings, including on Leyte in the Philippines. He returned to farming after the war, and later 

got involved in farm organizations, including the Soil Conservation Board, the Bond County 

C U #2 Board of Education, the 4-H, the Utlaut Hospital Board, and the creation of the 

Academic Foundation. Baumberger also raised standard bred race horses, served as a farm 

reporter for WGEL radio, and also served on the Reno and the Bond County Unit #2 Board of 

Education, where he was involved in a school consolidation, especially the Bond County Unit 

#2 school district. Frederick passed away on April 9, 2014. 

 

Topics Covered: Grain and Livestock farming in central Illinois; school consolidation; 

Bond County Unit #2 Board of Education; Illinois Master Farmer program; soil conservation; 

Leyte Gulf, Philippines; Utlaut Hospital Board; Forrest-Strawn-Wing school consolidation; 

Works Progress Administration; 4-H; hospital development; Academic Foundation;  WGEL 

radio; raising standard bred race horses; author of My Life History (unpublished memoir)  

 

 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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