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Abstract  



Andy Foster, Illinois Statecraft, ISG-A-L-2010-029 
 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Andy Foster was born on June 28, 

1965 in Logansport, Indiana, and grew up in Wheaton, Illinois. He grew up with a passion for 

political science and attended Marquette University, first majoring in broadcast journalism 

and then political science.  After graduating in 1987, he started working in Wisconsin for 

presidential candidate George H. W. Bush. Following the 1988 presidential election, Foster 

worked for the Bush administration in Washington, D.C., in the White House Office of 

Political Affairs.     

In May 1992, Foster returned to Illinois to run the Illinois Republican Party, to help with 

the Bush reelection campaign, and to work as the Executive Director of Citizens for Edgar. 

Edgar later asked Foster to join the administration as his travel coordinator and traveling aide. 

This gave Foster the chance to meet people throughout the state, perfect grooming for the job 

Edgar offered him in late 1993 – campaign manager for the 1994 reelection campaign. Foster 

spent the next year in that intense position, helping Edgar win a landslide victory with 60%  

of the popular vote. Foster discussed the 1994 campaign in great detail, including the primary  

and general elections, campaign strategy, and much more. He continued to work in the second 

administration as Edgar’s Deputy Chief of Staff, and then he moved to California in 1998, 

leaving politics for the corporate world.  

Subject Headings/Key Words: Gov. Jim Edgar; Edgar’s 1994 gubernatorial campaign; 

President George H. W. Bush; Gov. Jim Thompson; Senator Dawn Clark Netsch; Carter 

Hendren; Lt. Governor Bob Kustra; Mike Lawrence; Gene Reineke; Jim Reilly; Lori 

Montana; Dick Phalen; Rolland Burris 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this  

is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee, and editor sought  

to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources.  

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of  

the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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