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Esarey: Hello, this is Carol Esarey. This is an interview this morning with Sbarsy
The datds October 25, 2010rhis interview is part of the Abraham Lincoln
Presidenti al Library I mmigrant Stories
Right now we are in Sonijfathisfrshome i n Sp

interview. Okay Sonia, | think we widltart at the beginnindf you will give
me your full namewhere you live and where you were borne Gtiart with
that.

Lang: My name is Aspasia SonifMy] married name is Langnd my former name
or maiden name is Anyfantakkiwas born on the islahof Cretel 6 m
registerecht Heraklion, Crete because Father was too lazy to put all the details
in the application. | was actually born in a village cakedrakoi during

World War Il.
Esarey: As we go through thjs 6 | | poi nt,andya camvwritedaovnttde | i st
names to make sure | uYould date efbidh@ d t hat W

Lang: It is May 15, 1942, a nnthe. | al ways <cl ain
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And you can continue
to do so.

| hope solt gives me
more energy. (Both

— —
CIVIL FEGISTRAR'S BIRTH OERTIFICATE

ABGIN At Irekiion, Orete, on this 20th day of May 1342, day of the week

o 2L3 Wednesday, time 1130 a.n, at the establisiment of the Civil kegls-
Infant's full trar sltusted Venizelou Jquare, no mmber, in the presence of my-
nane:

ASPASSIA self wichael Logariastekis, Civil Registrar of the olty of Lrekiien,

AMIPANTAKE
bom of Icannis Orete, of the Municipality of Iraklion, Orete, Distriot of Temenous,
and Catherine

laugh)

All right. Would you
talk a little bit to us
about your mom and
dad? You gave us a
copy of a family tree,
and we have pictures
surrounding us herdf
you [the readertould
see all the pictures that
are in this kitchenyou
woul d see
family, and she has a
wonderful notebook of
pictures.

to startby going back

of June 1942,
o/ Tosnnis Ande THE DECLARANTY THE OIVIL REGISTRAR:
fantaids, Decla=
ranty 5/ losmmis nifantekis o/ itichael Logariastekis
s/ Michasl Loga-
@riasteicis, Civil A TAUR RXORRPT OOPT
‘*‘ﬂ‘:';’;::" At Ireklien, Crete, on this 25th day of Septesber 1961

the named loannis "mm, ‘nifsntekis, profesalon merchant,
Infant was

baptized

at the Jomunity of Greek nationality and orthodox faith, resident of Imaklion, Crete,
jof Astrakes, Pe-

m:-;*om. 80 Evens Street, known person 10 BE scscccssssssssnssesssessncns .
on. 1

of June 1942, by and deolared that at his domioile st Ireklien, Crete, 80 ivans Street,
ireek Curate

Ilarion Fpitro=  om the 15th day of May 1342, day of the week Friday, time 0100 a.m,

paki, of the

‘ainte Marins his wife Catherine inifsntakis, bom George Lasbraki (naiden name
*hapel, receiving

the name of Catherine udn-ﬂd.). resident of Ire<liom, Crete, of Oreck nationea-
(Aspasaia, God-

#5 ther was lity and orthodex falth, pr domestd upations, give birth
“hinitrios

Toedhald s, to a female infant, known to be the dsughter of Loannis Anifantekis,
[The present bap=

tism was entered declarent, profesaion merchant, of Gree: natiomality snd orthodox
upon. the

dsclara~
tion made by in= faith, resldent of Irekiiom, Orete, 50 Svans Street, not having been
fent's father,
read over, con— baptised at this date,
firmed and
as follows: Hereupon the present was duly completed, read over, confirmed by the
1t Irakliam, Crete,
on the 25th day declarant, and signed by hiz mmd myself as follows!

THE CIVIL REGISTRAR IRAKLION: THE EXCHRPT SECTION OLFRK:

s/ George “mm, Varverakis (1llegible initials follow)
4/ GHORGE EMM, VARVERAKIS

A TRUE ISLATION

/. o Tos (e Ak

T/
SUBSORIEED AND SWORN 70 BEFORE MR OF THIS MM DAY OF APRIL 1962

to your mom and dad if
we could.Where was
your mother bor@aTell
me a little bit about
your mother.

The birth certificate that was issued to Sonia before her
marriage in 1961. This is her first birth certificate with her
birth name. The birth certificate gives details of her birth
in Greek and English.

My motherwas born in the village of Dafnes | t 6 sentgnbi onuutt et swo
from Heraklion and at the timgt belonged to the area bfalevizi. That was
the district. Now everythingfalls underjust Heraklion | t jdstseasierShe

had many brothers and sisteaad | have a family tree that | have already
started | just need iprinted.

She had many brothers and sisters?

Her father was a teachetis name by the waywas Georg Lambrakis.

This is you father?

Grandfather, whom | never met.

Grandfather, okay.
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Lang He was married to AthenBoloudaki She came frornthe village of Pobia,
which is south of Heraklion at the very beautiful and very productive plain of
Messara. R 3 58S S SRR SRR T TR 5
Esarey It Would be heref) KPHTIKH IMOAITEIA
S s 181 m ' .
Lang: It will be down here, in this big area| ° : “ g
here. : ANATEPA MIEYBYNEIE THE AHMOZIAT EKTAIAEYEEQD .
' KAl TON HPHXKEYMA'H)N
Esarey: Whatwe 6 r e doi ng i s| @ o fogos i viper
map and locating where family 8 5 Pt oo s lflciom 2K
members lived. 8 v o i ol e Ty B
> R e > 5
Lang: Apparently my mo| : o ez iy B
quite educated in their own ways : il P
Theyeven allowed the girls to go to .
school, at least grade schosihce -
this was available at the villagHer
father was a very strict teachby 3 :s
the way. | have a copy in the files |~ % "
here of his teaching certificate that | “&=""

shows that he received the teaching

certificate at the age of thirsix. Giorgos Lambrakisos

The red stamps are tax stamps in the
independent state of Crete.

Esarey: Tell me his name again.
Lang: Georg Lambrakis.
Esary: Sonia has some pictures of all that relates to Waen did this happen? What

time period are we looking at?

Lang: My grandfather was born in 18680,if you take the thirtysix into account
he got his certificaten the year 1900. He survived &lhds of insurrections in
the areaagainst the Turksvho were ruling the island at the time. Well, they
had been there forafew centufiss he experienced war . |
ever participated in any of that.

Esarey: That 6 s a nstatemenhtdautenvart Yiour gmily lived with the threat of
war or with soldiers. Talk about that just a little bit.

Lang: Yes, oh yes. For afew thousandyeaw® 6 ve been dfBueopecr ossr o
Africa and Asiastillare.l t 6s a beaut i f uThankgsodressd , mo |
for those mountaind®ecause all the rebels used to hide up in the caves in the
mountains They knew every little path that only goats could clifibey
fought for their freedongeneration after generation after generation. They
never stoppe.
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Were any members of your family, fighters?

We |l | , frérmbotk sideseof the familyhat some of the men were
fighters.The young men always had to fight for their freedom or defend their
families or just ignore a few thingsistto survive.

Were there any particular family stories that you have heard about of those
earlydays?

Well, my mother &ds s i d-&nownftonte besaufeayni | y i
grandparents weredeath e house had gonsbrdther my mot
Michael who took good care of,iapparentyWe di dndét visit t he
of t en. But my fatherés family, on the

As a matter of facthe bus stop was only three blocks south of our
home past the old gate thatas into the fort that surrounded those ancient
walls. Those walls wereld because they were built originally by the Arabs
and improved by th¥enetiansin that particular city of Heraklion are the
large castles callellegaloKastro(the big castle/fojt

Well, you know we were able to visit the village more oftéys a
matter of fact, when | was a little kithe peasants still calldderaklion
Kastra which meant castle. Sbbecame not Sonia from such a village, but
Sonia KastriniThatis, | cane from the castle.

Oh.

We would take the old, old buRemembethe typ&€Oh, you donot
remembertwa s nét i n.Buttheyssedtmamankithemn ypst to
warm up the enginélhey break down every five minutses.

| O i ermough to remember.

It takes twenty minutes by car today to reach that vi)lag# improved roads
and short cuts and sort of like a highway. In those ,dagsuld take you the
whole day to get there by bus. Of coyitstopped every five res to drop
off somebody or pick somebody,.gnd they had all their belongings on the
roof of the busThey wouldhave a rope wavedthrough every package and
some kind of a tarp thrown over it and tied dawat had to be redonk was
very confusingbut it got you there.

What time period are we talking about?

Webre tal kdh@s about t he
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Esarey: Nineteenforties, okay.Y our mother and your father were where in the
nineteenrforties?

Lang: At the beginningright after the wastarted when the bombing started, they
went to the village of Astrakoi. They left everything behind.

Esarey: Let 6s just move ri,thant YooweretbarninlB4and t i me
your brother was born in 1940. Sbe children were very smallhenyour
parents were in this village.

Lang: Well, they were in Heraklion when the war started. was no6t born yet
Esarey: Okay.
Lang: Well, once the bombs started, apparently they found a way to get to the

village, away from the city and the bombing. My bratheas just a babyMy
grandfather had a tiny little placehich was more like one room by itself. It
probably had a little fireplader cooking and heating. $Sthey moved in
there Shortly after, father went up to the border of Albania to fight againest

ltalians.
Esarey: Your father did?
Lang: Yes, yousee, war was declared on Greece in 1844 it was October 28

when Mussolini asked the Greek prime miniskéetaxas, who happened to
be dictator at that time, to let the Italian troops march tjindereeceHis
answer was just one word)khi,0 which means no.

Esarey: That s what he sai d?

Lang: That was it.

Esarey: What happened?

Lang: So, people volunteered right awaydefendEpirus. Epirus is in the northwest

part of Greecea n d i teit 0 Alaahip. &adhey went up into those
mountains. Winter was coming.ith was October and November by the time
they got thereThey had to fight with the bare minimum of arms, equipment
andcommunication between the troop$iere wasardly any foodThe

peasants would give them something along the WMayfather remembered

his feet were always frozen and that they carried anything that they could on
their backs for their survivaBut, their main meal would be a handful of

raisins for a day. And ye they kept those Italians at bayhich frustrated

Hitler.
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So he declared war on Greed¢¢esaid i | 0 |
Not only that, butat the same timéie decided to conquer Crete becaase
Greece was falling to the armed forces ofNazis, everybody, including the
government and certain foreigners and foreign trpepse trying to stop
them at Crete. Evetthe Britishwent to the island of Crete. See had the
king and the prime minister and everybody else on Crete trying to firay a
to get to Africa for security. Fortunately, when the Germans finally attacked

it was by air.

Paratroopers.

The paratroopers.iter was training them for a long timele was sure that
he would have the island surrender within twefiyr hours But, of courseit
took him several weeks. The peopdsisted including my grandfathewho
wasprobably was hithg in thefields, with a pitchfork or whatever.
Everybody including women and childremwould throw rocks or anything
against theparatroopers to make it tough on them.

When they landed?

When they were landin@elieve it or notHitler lost several thousand special
troops While they were busy fighting on the island, these troops could not

move to other placesud as the Middld=ast.

They didndét anticipate

No, na Althoughhe started with the bombardment, his paratroopers could not

t

show you

finish the job right away.

Did your mother participafe

She never s lasa 8hewat d o n|f

probably being a good mothataying home with
the babyFather was awgyso she was not going
to make any waves right away. Although she w|
writing some coupletsn the Cretan dialect
about the war and guessthe invading forces
Evertually, of course, the island was conquered

| remember my grandfathdrom the

village there. He had some scars on his abuts

thosewere fromwhen he was a young métie Emmanuel Any f ant ak
was bornaccording to his IDin 1875, so he Kingdom of Greece ID, issued

would have been twentfjve theyear that Crete 0 Kastilli, Crete in 1946, after
the Germans left Crete. It state

that he was born in Mochos,
had to fight the Turks somewhere along the waycete, in 1875.

was liberated. Wellas a young mare probably

how

stance.
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Esarey: éhad dcars

Lang: Um-hmm, he had those scars.

Esarey: It sounds like the men of the family had to fight in every generation.

Lang: Every generation, including my generat
Esarey: Yes, t hat 6,whichwewilhatkabowst at somg point.

Lang: When mother lived at the village, she remembered the sound of the boots

marching through the colddtones.
Esarey: Describe that.

Lang: To her, it was just like they were coming after.l@frcourse they would just
hit the door with the butts of their weaponsand 8ag n g1 i s h, Engl i sh
other wordsthey were looking for English peoplho weretrying to hide.
They would just break in right awagnd she would be grabbing her baby

Esarey: And she was in the small village at that time.

Lang: A very small village She was a little bit the oddall, because the women at
the time dressed like ¢y did in the Muslim timeswith the scarves, dark
clothing, cover their heads. Sometimes they would pull up the scarf close to
their noseShe came with her silk stockings and high heels and hats to wear to
church with fancy clothesMen | met thergin 200Q actually remember her
because she was so different.

Esarey: She wasnét going to do that was she? &
clothes.

Lang: No way.

Esarey: She remembers the German soldiers.

Lang: She remembers themaly brother when he vas little, all he remembers was

shinyhelmets
Esarey: He has big memoriesince he was very small.
Lang: | talked with some cousinand they said that the Germans would take over

the whole house or part of the house to stapécause there wenm barracks
or anything for them to stagluring the occupation.
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Esarey: What happened after the occupa®@r perhaps | should ask, what happened
when theAllies came through
Lang: Well, during the occupatigmy father was sent to a halabor campwhich
wasnot really a camp | i ke webre thinki

and extendhe airport on Creten Heraklion so they could land more planes.

When theAllies finally helped us find our freedom, everybody was
trying to find their homs, if they were still standingrhankgoodness ours
had survived the bombingnd they were able to recover most of their

furniture.
Esarey: Thatos amazing.
Lang: But life was extremely tough.
Esarey: Food?
Lang: Food | remember a lot of bean squmt only for us but Mother would send

me with a whole pot of the bean sotgptake to a family who had six to seven
childrens o t hey wo ulAhadldgstanddots oftbregeupichywe

had to stand in line for. | remember standing with the littlgpoms for soap

or for sugar and crying every time | would hear an airplane fly,quebably
from the fear of bombs

Althoughl had not experienced it, everybody talked about it.
Apparently we hadninfestation of fleas and lic&mokeplanesJike youhad
a crop duster in th8tateswould be flying over the housen the cities and
the villagesto spray against those buddl of us children would hide under
the furniturebecause we didndét know what was

Esarey: You lived in fear.
Lang: We lived in some kind of fear. Even now, when | get to the firewarkghe
Fourthof July,i f 1 6 m cl ose enough to actually

something in me just freezes.

Esarey: What happens?

Lang: Panic.Well, as a childthere were all kinds of slotings. There was a firing
squad on a daily basis in some villages and probably inibarsybody dared

do anything out of line, especially if they were caught.

Esarey: Were these things that you heard about or you experienced?
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|  wo ul dwhattl exgenemogdr what | heargbecause those stories
were repeated over and over again.

They became part of ypas a child.

Oh, yes. Thatidmyadho
depict war or anything to do with violence [S7g
becausé

Thee 6 s some sorrow i
Thereds sorrow, but t hat
should avoidvar and violence

Y our brother, does he talk about memorie
Hebés a couple of ye

Well, he was olderand he was
rememberingas a childthatmy father was

Aspasia (Sonia) Anyfantakis, 4

. years old, & her brother
trying to make ends meet. He had a place,gjorgos (George) Anyfantakis,

store Abovethat was our apartmerthere 6 years old, 186

was fortunately still a little garden leftan

open courtWe had my beautiful pomegranate tree and flowers and grew a
few little vegetables in pots

But my brotheremembers that he helped Dad with tanning of lamb
skins and little kid skins from the goas® that leather could be used for
shoesHis job, as a little boywasto go outside the city limitgo the area
where the little creek was and #iebamboo.They used to stretch the slon
a bighamboopadesand let it lean against something to tredtier it was
dipped in all those chemicals. His job was to keep the flies away.

Did he have a job? Was he able to work?

Well, my faher was very enterprising. Fuel was difficidefound a can

which was probdly used to cay eithergasoline or olive oil or something
andcut a hole in the lower part, just almost like a little doorvgfound
another smaller can that would fit tavds thecenter,and he would go around
collecting sawdust from all the carpenters in the area, stuff the big can with
sawdust and push it down real tighhen he wouldremove the centef hat
way, you have an open chimney. He would lightaid it woud burn slowly

On top ofthat he would put got. So the powould not put out the firdhe

used some kind of a metal triangle or something, a little grill of some sort

He invented a way to keep you warm.

Oh yes, but that was for cooking.
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And cooking.

That was the cooking stove. For hewd had a braziewhich stood on three

legs, wasround and shallok you had the money for cc
used to warm your hands wjtin the winter. In most casggou just didd t . I

went to school wearing gloves and a coat in the classroom.

Where did you go to school?

| went to what is called thieourth Elementargchool in Heraklionlt was
behind St. Ttus churchwhich was my parish. St. Titus Church stillreig
after a few centuries of being built andlailt and razed to the grounthis
is also the church where George and | were married in.

Do you have a picture of that?

| have a picture in ther@he churchstill stands. It has expandeddanow has
a second floarThey are on a web pagdeelieve it or not. They have their own
web pagewhich is in Greek.

Well, you can help me.

Well, apparentlythe web pages under constructigrike a lot of things on the
Internet

Wedl |l work with t/bhecmiusteurn & 6tshatn y onp oh
your life.

Not only that, but | do have a picture of the school that | took about six years
ago. I 61 | | ooklttbe fiinna niet ofi d Hhte awdyw ms

How many years did you
go to that school?

Six years.
Six yearsThen what

happened for your
education?

This is a picture of the

school My classmatesareSoni a6s school building. Tt
graduates in the picture Crete, Greece in 1954.

Thenl went to what is called thBusiness Schoolyhich is really a
regular junior/senior highthis was my school ID. It was inside this building

10



