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Abstract  
         Edward Krolak, Education is Key-Community College, #EC-A-L-2013-050 

 
Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Ed Krolak was born in La Salle, 

Illinois in 1932. He graduated from St. Bede High School in 1950. He earned a BA in English 

from Loras College in 1954 and later an MA in English from the University of Notre Dame. He 

started his teaching career at Lostant High School from 1954-1956. He spent two years in the 

Army, and then returned to the LaSalle area teaching at the LaSalle–Peru Township High 

School. He also taught classes for the LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby Junior College which was run by 

the La Salle High School. When the new Illinois Valley Community College was established, 

Krolak joined in 1969 and taught English there until 1994. This interview covers the relation of 

LaSalle-Peru Township High School and LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby Junior College. It also covers 

almost thirty years of the history of Illinois Valley Community College.        

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Illinois Valley Community College; LaSalle-Peru High 

School; LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby Junior College; Elizabeth Cummings; Illinois Central College 

(“Harvard on the Hill”); Dr. Thomas Mc Cormack; Dr. Francis Dolan; Dr. Al Wisgoski;  

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word; and that the interviewer; interviewee and editor sought to preserve 

the informal; conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir; nor for 

the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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